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Valedictory  Address  to  the  Graduating  Class  of  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  the  ITniversity  of  the  Pacific,  delivered  March  13, 1864. 

BY    DR.    L.    C.    Lfc.NE,   PROPESSOR    OF   ANATOMY. 

Gentlemen — The  Faculty  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
University  of  the  Pacific,  to  whom  has  been  entrusted  the  task 
of  educating  you  in  the  elements  and  principles  of  the  science 
of  Medicine,  have  conferred  upon  me  the  honor  of  delivering 
to  you  the  valedictory  address  on  this  occasion. 

In  future  years,  gentlemen,  this  day  and  its  events  will  ever 
be  hailed  and  remembered  by  you  as  one  of  the  most  important, 
one  of  the  most  momentous  in  your  lives  ; — this  occasion  and  its 
events  will  not  be  merely  regarded  by  you  as  a  gaudy  pageant, 
which  has  been  gotten  up  in  order  to  enable  you  to  while  away 
an  hour  of  pleasure  and  recreation,  an  hour  in  which  your  ears 
may  be  soothed  with  music  or  rhetorical  art ;  but  you  will  re- 
vert to  it  rather  as  the  starting  era  in  your  professional  career ; — 
to  it,  you  will  refer  in  retrospect,  as  the  hour  in  which,  having 
thrown  aside  the  mantle  of  youthful  immaturity,  you  entered 
upon  all  the  rights,  powers  and  prerogatives  which  pertain  to 
a  well-earned  medical  majority ; — this  hour  invests  you  with 
the  toga  virilis,  or  robe  of  manhood,  and  with  its  imposition,  we 
commit  to  you  all  those  grave  responsibilities  which  are  the 
heirloom  of  the  profession  of  Medicine. 

I  desire  here,  strongly,  deeply  and  particularly  to  impress 
the  fact  on  each  of  your  minds,  that  though  we  have  honored 
you  with  the  toga  virilis,  and  the  passports  which  entitle  you, to 
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a   place  in   the   Faculty  of  Medicine,  still  in  thus  honoring 
you,  we  hope  that  you  will  not  consider  that  you  have  arrived 
at  the  final  period  of  your  studies  ; — the  laurels  which  this  day 
have  been  awarded  to  you  as  an  evidence  that  you  have  mas- 
tered the  principles  embodied  in  your  text-books,  as  proof  that 
your  minds  are  well-stored  with  chemical,  obstetrical,  physio- 
logical, tlierapeutical  and  anatomical  lore,  as  proof  that  the 
scalpel,  catling,  forceps  and  tenaculum  may  be  safely  trusted  in 
your  hands,  as  proof  of  the  greater  and  nobler  fact  that  suffer- 
ing humanity  may  look  with  hope  to  you,  for  alleviation  of  its 
corporeal  woes  and  sorrows  ; — I  would  say  that  these  laurels 
will  only  retain  their  freshness  by  constant,  untiring  and  un- 
sleeping care,  by  unchanging,  attentive  and  unbending  industry, 
by  enduring  study,  which  shall  have  for  its  compass  and  sphere 
the  hours,  days  and  years  of  your  future  lives.     Or,  to  descend 
from  the  general  to  that  which  is  more  detailed  and  particular, 
and  which  may  serve  as  a  guide  for  practice,  I  here  earnestly 
recommend,  and  in  order  that  it  may  not  be  forgotten,  I  would 
beg  leave  that  it  may  be  written  on  the  title-page,  of  each  of 
your  memories,  to  have  it  imperishably  and  indelibly  engraven 
there,  this  fact,  viz.,  that  the  medical  man  should,  and  must,  in 
order  to  be  a  successful  practitioner,  read  and  re-read  his  text- 
books, during  his  whole  professional  career ; — and  let  me  here 
assure  you,  that  he  who  carries  this  advice  into  effect,  will  not 
fail  to  reap  a  manifold  reward  for  his  pains,  by  securing  to  him- 
self a  successful  practice  and  a  brilliant  reputation. — By  the 
term  text-book  I  do  not  mean  the  identical  ones  which  you  first 
studied,  but  those  which  shall  be  fully  replete  with  the  constant 
advances  and  progress  of  medical  science. 

The  human  memory  is  like  our  native  soil,  which  produces 
nothing  of  value  unless  it  be  subjected  to  rigorous  ana  contin- 
uous culture  ; — like  our  soil,  wild  plants,  as  the  lupine,  the  ce- 
anothus,  the  chryseis  will  flourish  there  in  extravagant  and 
wanton  luxuriance,  but  ere  the  precious  grain,  the  golden  wheat, 
will  grow  and  mature  in  it,  the  carefully  selected  germs  must 
have  been  planted, — so  the  memory  is  more  disposed  to  retain 
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the  trivial  and  useless,  than  the  valued  and  useful ; — the  idle 
jest,  the  trashy  song  maintain  firm  footing  in  the  youthful  mind, 
and  have  all  the  brightness  of  yesterday's  story,  long  after  the 
raven  wing  of  oblivion  shrouds  in  darkness  the  facts  of  wisdom 
which  were  coevally  treasured  up  in  the  mind.  Without  a  fre- 
quent recurrence  to  your  text-books,  you  will  soon  find  that  the 
names  and  forms  of  the  muscles  upon  which  you  have  labored 
so  much  with  your  scalpels,  the  ligaments  and  capsules  of  the 
joints  whose  names  to-day  are  as  familiar  to  you  as  household 
words,  the  ventricles  and  lobes  of  the  brain,  or  the  difficult 
nomenclature  of  chemistry,  and  the  names  and  properties  of 
medicines, — all  these,  and  a  thousand  other  things,  upon  which, 
during  your  course  of  lectures,  you  have  been  almost  tiresomely 
drilled,  until,  indeed,  they  appear  forever  fixed  in  memory,  in 
but  a  few  years,  you  will  find,  that  they  appear  in  only  faded 
outlines,  unless  by  constant  reading,  by  oft-repeated  review, 
you  renew  and  retrace  their  images. 

Again,  there  exists  within  the  nature  of  the  science  of  Medi- 
cine a  still  more  potent  reason  why  your  studies  should  never 
cease,  but  should  remain  coeval  with  your  lives  : — this  is,  that 
Medicine  is  in  a  constant  state  of  advancement ; — it  will,  to- 
morrow, not  occupy  the  same  place  which  it  does  to-day ; — in 
its  departments,  it  is  ever  extending,  and  becoming  wider,  deep- 
er and  richer  in  its  resources.  The  science  of  Medicine  may 
be  compared  to  a  stream,  whose  primitive  fountains  burst  forth 
ages  ago,  in  obedience  to  the  touch  of  the  magic  wand  of  Hip- 
pocrates, in  Greece,  the  morning-land  of  art  and  science ;  thence 
westward  it  flowed  onward,  receiving  the  noble  Celsian  and 
Gralenic  tributaries,  and  moving  forward  from  these  sources, 
year  after  year,  age  after  age,  and  century  after  century  have 
been  contributing  to  it  their  facts  of  widening  experience,  until 
to-day,  the  Hippocratic  spring  is  mingling  its  waters  with  count- 
less fountains,  and  the  united  whole  constitutes  one  vast  and 
deep  stream,  upon  whose  bosom  is  embarked  the  health  of  the 
nations.  And  though  our  science  has  thus,  during  the  flight  of 
centuries,  acquired  dimensions  of  such  extent,  variety  and  de- 
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tail,  which  appear  almost  infinite,  and  though,  like  the  sun,  its 
beams  appear  countless  and  unending,  still  the  fundamenta 
principles  which  lie  at  the  basis  of  the  science  are  not  so  vast, 
but  that,  by  patient  toil,  untiring  industry  and  earnest  applica- 
tion, they  may  be  compassed,  and  from  the  result  of  your  ex- 
amination, as  made  before  each  of  the  members  of  this  Faculty, 
I  am  satisfied  that  you  have  mastered  them  in  all  that  is  essen- 
tial to  make  you  competent  practitioners  of  Medicine ;— and 
this  I  say,  not  with  the  view  of  passing  an  empty  compliment 
upon  you,  but  I  believe  it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  mem- 
bers of  our  Faculty  in  reference  to  your  attainments ; — and  hence 
you  will  please  receive  my  expression  of  it  here  as  a  simple 
tribute  due  to  your  application  and  industry. 

Nor  am  1  content  that  you  should  rest  satisfied  with  the  ac- 
quisition of  these  principles  alone ; — I  will  here  express  the 
hope,  that  some  if  not  all  of  you  shall  embark  on  the  bosom  of 
this  stream,  and  go  forwards  on  a  voyage  of  exploration  to 
the  broad  ocean  towards  which  it  is  tending,  on  whose  shores 
and  islets  it  is  constantly  depositing  its  gems  of  truth,  its  gold- 
en sands  of  experience, — for,  unlike  the  waters  of  the  Amazon 
or  the  Nile,  the  sources  of  this  stream  do  not  remain  to  be  dis- 
covered ; — as  said,  its  Galenic  and  Hippocratic  founts  are  known 
to  us,  but  the  broad  sea  towards  which  its  waves  are  ever  urg" 
ing,  has  been  by  us,  as  yet,  but  partially  reached  ; — its  broad 
and  unseen  expanse,  which  lies  behind  the  veil  of  futurity,  is 
the  arena  in  which  is  to  be  exercised  the  genius  of  the  newly 
initiated  members  of  our  profession  ; — from  the  universal  force 
of  exploration,  from  the  industry  and  enthusiasm  with  which 
genius  is  dipping  its  deep  sounding-line  down  into  the  hitherto 
unexplored  recesses  of  our  science,  we  are  justified  in  predict- 
ing for  it  a  far  brighter  era : — an  era  in  which  its  principles 
Tvill  be  less  beset  with  uncertainty,  less  clouded  with  obscurity 
than  they  are  to-day. 

Among  the  liberal  professions  there  is  no  one  in  which  incen- 
tives to  industry  are  offered  more  forcibly  than  in  ours;  the 
advice  of  Horace,  viz :  carpe  diem,  or  '•  snatch    the    passing 
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hour,"  is  emphatically  taught  by  almost  each  event  which  tran- 
spires within  the  range  of  the  practice  of  Medicine; — each 
sick-room  teaches  the  uncertainty  of  human  existence,  and  ad- 
monishes that  whatever  a  man  would  do,  he  should  do  to-day, 
for  the  morrow  may  not  be  his.  Likewise,  there  is  no  profes, 
sion  which  is  so  well  calculated  to  develope  the  sympathies  and 
finer  feelings  of  the  human  heart,  as  that  of  Medicine ; — the 
groan,  the  sigh,  the  wail  of  anguish,  the  muscle  quivering 
with  agony,  cannot  fail  to  awaken  an  emotion  of  pity  in  the 
heart  of  the  true  physician.  So  that  when  we  cast  our  eyes 
over  the  varied  range  of  objects  and  duties  which  pertain  to 
the  profession  of  Medicine,  we  at  once  see  that  it  is  a  profes- 
sion which  is  by  no  means  partial  or  one-sided  in  its  development 
of  character,  but  rather,  we  are  fully  convinced  that,  in  all  which 
is  ennobling,  all  that  is  expanding,  and  all  that  is  refining  to  the 
heart,  there  is  no  vocation  more  replete  with  these  elements^ 
or  more  fraught  with  incentives  to  them,  than  the  one  which 
you  have  selected,  and  with  which  you  will,  in  future,  be  iden- 
tified. 

Gentlemen,  when  you  take  into  account  that,  in  your  pre- 
sent initiation  into  the  profession  of  Medicine,  you  become,  so 
to  speak,  the  rightful  guardians  of  the  treasures  of  experience 
which  have  been  accumulating  during  many  ages,  then  you 
have  a  deep  and  keen  incentive  to  preserve  as  sacred  this  pre- 
cious heritage  of  the  past ; — yes,  when  you  remember  that  it 
has,  like  some  of  the  architectural  wonders  of  the  past,  re- 
quired age  after  age,  and  century  after  century,  to  bring  this 
temple  of  truth  to  its  present  proportions  of  excellence  and 
beauty,  then  I  believe  that  nothing  can  tempt  you  to  sully  its 
altars  with  the  polluting  offerings  of  charlatanism.  There  is 
certainly  nothing  more  deserving  of  censure  and  contempt  than 
the  example  oi  those,  who,  after  having  received  all  the  foster- 
ing influences  of  a  medical  education,  finding  themselves  un- 
successful in  their  professional  career,  are  seduced  to  embark 
their  fortunes  upon  the  dubious  ocean  of  the  ephemeral  phantoms 
of  the  time,  for  whose  waters  no  chart  or  guide  has  ever  been 
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found  which  will  save  the  unfortunate  mariner  thereon  from  ulti- 
mate shipwreck  and  ruin ;  or,  perchance,  should  a  few  happen 
to  shun  the  quicksands  and  reefs  of  that  sea,  and  for  a  period, 
have  a  successful  career,  still  that  success  can  never  compen- 
sate for  the  want  of  content  and  satisfaction,  which  are  the 
inseparable  attendants  of  the  honest  and  faithful  practitioner 
of  Medicine.  And  here  let  me  assure  you  that,  from  my  own 
experience  and  observation,  there  is  no  one,  even  of  moderate 
capacity,  who  masters  well  the  principles  of  Medicine,  but  who, 
in  his  ultimate  professional  course,  will  be  rewarded  with  a  rea- 
sonable share  of  patronage ; — though  in  the  commencement, 
the  period  of  probation  may  be  long,  and  all  things  may  con- 
spire to  dampen  your  enthusiasm,  though  your  pathway  may  be 
rugged  and  steep  and  strewn  with  obstacles  almost  insurmount- 
able, yet  if  you  can  only  content  yourselves  to  patiently  wait, 
the  sun  of  prosperity  will  at  length  arise,  and  its  light  will  be 
all  the  more  precious  for  its  apparently  long  delay,  and  that 
pathway  with  its  rocks  and  steeps,  now  all  so  hard  to  climbj 
will  ultimately  lead  to  a  highway,  where  friends  and  even  ene- 
mies will  not  only  aid  you  to  walk,  but  even  to  fly,  in  the  van 
of  lor  tune's  favorite  children. 

When  you  reflect,  gentlemen,  that  the  profession  of  Medicine 
has  for  its  object  the  alleviation  of  human  wo  and  human  misery, 
you  need  no  further  proof  of  the  nobleness  and  dignity  of  your, 
calling,  and  the  heart  of  every  physician  must  swell  with  honest 
pride  when  he  recals  how  much  has  been  done  by  his  art  for  the 
accomplishment  of  these  most  worthy  objects.  Among  the  fa- 
vors which  medical  science  has  conferred  on  the  human  family, 
there  are  two  of  which  the  present  and  future  beneficial  effects 
are  incalculable  ;  these  are,  vaccination  and  etherization.  Pre- 
vious to  the  introduction  of  vaccination,  one- tenth  of  all  deaths 
was  from  that  most  loathsome  and  foul  disease,  small-pox,  a 
plague  which,  if  it  were  so  lenient  as  to  spare  the  life  of  its  vic- 
tim, still  stamped  him  with  a  deformity  which  was  as  lasting 
as  life  itself ; — now,  since  the  discovery  of  the  simple  vaccine 
procedure,  the   disease  is  stripped  of  all   its  terrors,  and,  in 
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fact,  were  the  custom  of  vaccinating  more  rigidly  enforced  than 
it  is  at  present,  it  is  very  probable  that  small  pox  might  be  ban- 
ished from  the  list  of  human  plagues.  And  fifty  years  ago,  who 
would  have  dreamed  that,  to-day,  the  unfortunate  wight,  who, 
from  accident  or  disease,  was  compelled  to  sacrifice  his  limb,  or 
even  to  have  the  more  vital  domain  of  his  body  invaded  by  the 
devastating  scalpel,  in  order  to  eradicate  therefrom  the  devour- 
ing cancer,  would  be  able  to  submit  to  all  this  mutilation  whilst 
in  the  enjoyment  of  a  pleasant  sleep, — a  sleep  of  which  he  re- 
membered nothing  afterwards,  save  the  exaggerated  reveries  of 
a  delightful  dream  ?  This  is  a  triumph  of  modern  Medicine,  and 
proud  I  am  to  say,  it  is  of  our  own  country,  and  one  which,  in 
its  benefits  to  humanity,  surely  eclipses  the  brightest  achieve- 
ments which  have  sprung  from  the  genius  of  the  present  age. 
Now  had  our  profession  done  nothing  more  than  discover  vac- 
cination and  etherization,  it  would  be  entitled  to  unceasing 
thanks  from  our  race  ; — but  it  does  far  more  than  this  ; — in  a 
thousand  minor  points  it  alleviates  the  sufferings  and  ills  of  hu- 
manity ; — and  last,  though  not  least,  the  power  which  our  art 
has  of  relieving  the  agony  of  him  whom  the  shafts  of  death  have 
pierced,  should  entitle  it  to  a  place  among  the  noblest  of  human 
vocations. 

In  conclusion,  then,  gentlemen,  from  what  has  been  said,  you 
see  that  the  profession  you  have  chosen  is  one  which  con- 
tains within  itself  all  those  principles  which  are  calculated  to 
awaken  and  develop  those  nobler  qualities  which  dignify  the 
human  heart ; — and  not  only  this,  but  to  those  of  you  who  are 
emulous  of  scientific  honors,  there  is  opened  an  arena,  where,  by 
proper  industry  and  keen  research,  unfading  laurels  may  yet  be 
won,  laurels  which  far  transcend  those  which  are  awarded  to  the 
conqueror  whom  death  has  spared  on  the  battle-field  ; — and  to 
those  of  you  who  may  be  imbued  with  such  an  ambition,  I  would 
here  hold  up,  as  examples  worthy  of  your  imitation,  the  careers 
of  Yesalius  and  Bichat,  the  former  to  whom  anatomy  owes  a 
great  part  of  her  present  advancement,  to  whose  scalpel  are  due 
many  of  her  noblest  facts  ; — and  when  you  remember  that  Yesa- 
lius pursued  his  studies  amidst  the  most  violent  persecutions 
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and  that  each  body  which  he  examined  was  at  the  peril  of  his 
life,  and  that,  finally,  for  no  other  crime  than  his  devotion  to 
his  anatomical  studies,  he  was  forced  to  flee  from  his  native 
land,  and,  at  last,  a  friendless  refugee,  perished  from  starva- 
tion on  one  of  the  Mediterranean  Islands  ; — surely,  gentlemen, 
with  such  an  example  before  you,  you  have  the  keenest  incentive 
to  explore  tlie  untrodden  tracts  in  the  field  of  Medicine.  In 
the  career  of  Bichat,  you  have  a  most  admirable  instance  of  how 
much  may  be  accomplished  in  a  brief  period  of  existence  ; — his 
life  numbered  but  thirty-one  years,  yet,  in  that  short  period. 
Medicine  received  from  his  genius  alone,  some  of  its  most  val- 
ued truths,  and  as  a  reward  for  his  noble  services  to  humanity 
and  science,  France  has  assigned  him  a  conspicuous  place  on  the 
frontispiece  of  the  temple  which  she  has  erected  and  consecrated 
to  her  most  illustrious  dead. 


Digitalis  in  Delirium  Tremens. — Digitalis  is  now  enjoying 
a  fashionable  run  as  a  remedy  in  Delirium  Tremens.  It  is  given 
in  very  large  doses,  audits  action  is  said  to  be  prompt  and  success- 
ful. From  a  source  worthy  of  entire  credit,  we  learn  of  a  case 
in  this  city,  in  which  a  large  dose  was  administered,  and  the 
patient  very  speedily  relieved — by  death.  There  is  nothing 
surprising  in  such  a  result.  H.  G. 


Yaccinating  Instrument. — A  Mr.  Gordon,  of  Cincinnati,  is 
introducing,  as  a  new  instrument,  the  "  Vaccinator,"  made  like 
an  ordinary  spring  lancet,  except  that  the  blade  is  replaced  by 
a  tubal  p..int.  The  same  instrument  was  introduced  into  San 
Francisco,  seven  or  eight  years  ago,  by  Dr.  Atkinson,  then  a 
resident  here.  We  have  had  one  in  our  possession  for  that 
length  of  time,  but  have  seldom  employed  it.  Its  proper  place 
is,  as  a  labor-saving  implement,  in  vaccinating  schools  and  regi- 
ments. H.  g. 
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Medical  IJurispmdence.  —  Judge  Blake's  Opinion  in  the   Garwood 
Case,  and  Lr.  Stout's  Eeview. 

BY    H.    GIBBONS,    M.  D.  . 

In  the  March  number  of  the  Pacific  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  Dr, 
A.  B.  Stout  offers  a  review  of  the  Opinion  of  Judge  Blake  in  the 
Garwood  case,  which  was  published  in  the  last  number  of  the  Press. 
As  this  was  not  an  ordinary  case,  and  as  it  involves  several  points 
of  interest,  both  in  their  physiological  and  legal  relations,  we  deem 
it  proper  to  subject  the  "  Review"  to  criticism,  and  to  make  a  few 
comments  besides  on  the  general  question  at  issue.  As  the  reader 
may  not  have  at  hand  the  Opinion  of  the  Judge,  we  will  rehearse 
the  leading  facts  on  which  the  proceedings  are  founded  : 

Joseph  S.  Garwood  lost  his  life  by  the  wreck  of  the  Merrimac, 
in  Humboldt  Bay,  on  the  22d  of  February,  1863.  He  left  a  widow 
in  this  city,  who  gave  birth  to  a  child,  on  the  18th  of  May  follow- 
ing. If  this  child  was  born  alive,  it  had  an  interest  in  the  estate 
of  its  father,  which  interest  the  mother  inherits.  If  the  child  was 
not  born  alive,  that  interest  falls  to  the  other  heirs  of  the  father  ; 
and  these  heirs  now  interpose  their  claims,  on  the  allegation  that 
the  child  was  not  born  alive.  This  is  the  question  for  the  Court  to 
decide. 

It  appears,  by  the  testimony  of  Dr.  Whitney,  the  medical  at- 
tendant, that  the  labor  was  tedious,  and  that  the  head  was  deliv- 
ered, with  forceps,  some  time  in  advance  of  the  body.  Fifteen 
minutes  after  the  delivery  of  the  head,  the  child  ''  drew  four  or 
five  breaths,"  and  struggled  violently,  increasing  the  pains,  which 
subsequently  expelled  it  from  the  body,  "  in  probably  not  less  than 
ten  minutes."  During  this  period,  the  shoulders  and  chest  were  so 
compressed  that  breathing  was  impossible.  After  complete  deliv- 
ery the  child  did  not  breathe,  but  there  were  circulation  in  the 
cord,  beating  of  the  heart,  and  movements  of  the  limbs.  Ihe  cord 
was  severed  about  fifteen  minutes  after  the  delivery  of  the  body, 
and  the  heart  continued  to  pulsate  two  or  three  minutes  after 
the  severance,  when  it  ceased.  All  the  ordinary  means  of  resusci- 
tation were  applied.  The  child  never  cried.  The  health  of  the 
mother  was  good,  and  the  period  of  gestation  complete. 
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In  answer  to  the  question — "  Was  the  child  born  alive  ?"  the 
Judge  declared  the  established  rule,  that  complete,  not  partial  birth, 
is  required.  Crying  is  the  best  evidence  of  live-birth,  but  it  is  not 
the  only  evidence.  According  to  Coke,  "motion,  stirring  and  the 
like"  are  proof.  In  what  degree  these  motions  must  exist  to  con- 
stitute legal  life,  is  not  a  settled  question.  There  are  conflicting 
views  among  physicians  and  jurists.  Muscular  twitchings  indicate 
vitality  of  the  muscular  fibre,  but  not  life  in  the  perfect  form.  The 
Judge  then  proceeds  ; 

"  I  think  the  rule  laid  down  by  Wharton  and  Stille,  that  *  every 
spontaneous  movement  is  an  evidence  of  life,'  is  best  sustained  by 
such  English  and  American  authority  as  we  are  favored  with.  I 
suppose  this  includes  every  voluntary  movement  and  every  na- 
tural action  of  any  part  of  that  internal  organism,  self-acting  so 
far  as  relates  to  ourselves,  by  which  ''  we  live,  and  move,  and 
have  our  being  ;"  every  action  of  any  part  of  the  human  system 
which  is  the  result  of  "  its  own  impulse,  energy  or  natural  law, 
without  external  force."  It  excludes  every  muscular  movement 
which  comes  not  through  the  will,  or  which  is  not  the  result  of  its 
own  impulse  or  natural  law,  but  is  caused  by  some  extraneous 
force,  acting  directly  and  ultimately  upon  the  muscular  system, 
whether  that  force  be  electricity,  or  cold,  or  the  atmosphere,  or 
any  other  external  agency  by  which  the  muscles  of  the  human 
body  may  be  affected.  It  excludes  every  movement  or  action  which, 
from  any  cause,  may  be  manifested  in  a  body  from  which  life  has 
ever  so  recently,  and  from  whatever  cause,  departed." 

Tested  by  this  rule,  the  Judge  regards  the  muscular  movements 
of  the  limbs  as  not  sufficient  proof  of  live-birth.  But  the  beating 
of  the  heart  is  different.  All  the  circumstances  considered,  his  con- 
clusion is,  that  it  should  be  held  that  the  beating  of  the  heart  was 
spontaneous,  and  that  the  child  was  born  alive. 

It  was  our  first  impression,  founded  on  a  hasty  perusal  of  the 
Opinion  of  Judge  Blake,  that  it  is  conformable  .to  the  general  tenor 
of  law  and  precedent.  When  we  opened  on  the  ''  Review"  of  Dr. 
Stout,  our  appreciation  of  the  well-known  ability  of  the  author,  led 
us  to  anticipate  some  damage  to  the  Opinion.  This  expectation 
was  but  partially  realized,  and  with  the  design  to  clear  up  our 
mind  on  the  question,  we  reperused  both  articles  carefully,  and 
with  reference  to  the  authorities.  The  result  is,  that  the  Opinion 
grows  more  clear  and  conclusive  with  eveiy  reading,  whilst  the 
Eevicw  undergoes  the  opposite  process.     As  such  a  statement  is 
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not  very  complimentary  to  the  Reviewer,  we  regard  it  as  a  duty  to 
give  some  of  our  reasons  for  it. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  conclusion  of  the  Court  is  based 
mainly  on  the  fact,  considered  in  connection  with  other  circum- 
stances, that  the  child's  heart  pulsated  some  time  after  bnth,  and 
that  its  motion  was  spontaneous.  To  this  application  of  the  term 
spontaneous  the  reviewer  takes  exception,  and  insists  that  ''  spon- 
taneousness  involves  will" — that,  in  physiology,  the  word  "  volun- 
tary" should  replace  the  word  "  spontaneous,"  which  latter  should 
be  referred  to  moral  philosophy,  where  it  more  properly  belongs." 

Now  we  protest  against  this  in  toto.  It  is  in  violation  of  all 
authority  and  all  custom  in  the  use  of  language.  We  insist  that 
spontaneous  is  not  synonymous  with  voluntary — that  there  is  a 
broad  and  well  marked  distinction,  especially  when  these  words 
are  placed  in  contrast — that  so  far  from  having  the  same  signifi- 
cation, spontaneous  often  implies  the  opposite  of  voluntary.  Thus 
Carpenter,  whose  authority  in  physiology  no  one  will  question,  speaks 
of  certain  conditions  of  the  body  resembling  death,  from  which  re- 
covery is  spontaneous  in  some  cases,  whilst  in  others  it  appears  to 
be  voluntary.  Dr.  Stout  must  pardon  us  if  we  go  so  far  as  to  as- 
sert, that  not  only  is  the  word  spontaneous  applied  by  the  Court 
in  a  definite  and  legitimate  sense,  but  that  he  will  not  find  a  sin- 
gle respectable  lexicographer  or  physiologist  to  sanction  his  own 
interpretation  of  it  : — an  interpretation,  it  maybe  added,  on  which 
his  main  argument  is  based,  and  without  which  the  ''  Review"  is 
not  a  viable  production. 

Connected  with  the  subject  of  spontaneous  muscular  motion,  the 
following  sentence  occurs  in  the  Review  :  ''  Contractility  is  simply 
a  quality  of  muscular  fibre  ;  excitability  is  a  quality  of  contract- 
ility, by  which  it  responds  to  the  application  of  a  stimulus  :  irrita- 
bility is  the  celerity  with  which  contractility  is  awakened  when  a 
stimulus  has  been  applied  to  muscular  excitability." — Now  this 
may  all  be  true,  but,  after  patient  study,  we  confess  to  the  want 
of  ability  to  comprehend  it.  The  author  had  just  referred  to  ''  the 
most  singular  confusion  of  word  and  thought"  in  the  Opinion  of 
the  Court,  and  the  passage  quoted  occurs  in  the  effort  to  clear  up 
that  confusion  I 

The  question  to  be  answered  is,  ''  Was  the  child  born  alive  V^ 
Complaint  is  made  of  the  radical  obscurity  of  the  question — an 
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obscurity  which,  the  Keview  says,  has  pervaded  all  decisions  of 
the  kind  before  and  since  the  time  of  Lord  Coke.  But  is  not  this 
the  fault  of  the  law  alone  ?  Does  the  Court  make  the  question  ? 
What  right  has  a  Judge  to  put  it  in  any  other  form  ?  We  must  take 
the  law  as  we  find  it,  and  where  the  construction  is  doubtful,  de- 
pend on  authorities  and  precedents  for  its  interpretation.  The 
law  does  not  define  life.  It  simply  requires  that  the  child  be  born 
alive,  in  order  that  it  shall  inherit.  What  constitutes  live-birth 
the  Courts  must  determine. 

As  to  the  object  and  intent  of  a  law,  where  the  law  itself,  as  in 
the  present  case,  is  not  sufficiently  explicit  to  close  the  door 
against  latitude  of  interpretation,  we  apprehend  the  safest  .course 
is  to  depend  on  the  general  tenor  of  past  decisions.  Law  is  not 
applied  like  medicine.  In  the  healing  art  we  change  our  princi- 
ples and  treatment  at  will.  We  are  not  bound  to  formal  declara- 
tions of  doctrine  by  the  schools.  Individual  judgment  is  the  guide. 
Not  so  with  law.  The  book  is  unchangeable,  except  by  legislative 
enactment.  Private  judgment  is  out  of  the  question.  It  is  folly 
to  talk  of  what  the  law  should  be.  It  is  equally  idle  to  talk 
of  its  object  and  intent,  apart  from  the  general  tenor  of  de- 
cisions. The  law  is  what  it  is,  and  nothing  else.  And  its  object 
and  intent  are  presumed  to  be  embodied  in  precedents,  the  gene- 
ral tenor  of  which  is  of  equal  authority  with  definite  statutes. 

Another  point — we  have  only  to  do  with  the  laws  of  England 
and  America.  They  may  be  unjust  or  imperfect,  and  the  decisions 
under  them  absurd,  in  the  view  of  science.  Still,  they  must  guide 
and  control  us,  until  they  are  changed  by  legitimate  process.  The 
French  law  may  be  better,  but  to  adopt  it  by  a  flourish  of  the  pen, 
as  the  Reviewer  appears  to  advise,  would  be  a  proceeding  rather 
fast,  even  for  California. 

As  to  the  definition  of  the  word  "  life,"  the  embarrassment  does 
not  lie  in  this,  so'  much  as  in  the  choice  of  definitions.  It  has  a 
variety  of  significations,  distinct  and  intelligible.  But  which  of 
these  significations  does  the  law  contemplate  ? — if  indeed,  strictly 
speaking,  it  contemplates  anything  more  than  a  general  distinc- 
tion between  living  and  dead.  On  the  one  hand,  we  have  a  life 
of  parts,  an  organic  or  vegetative  vitality,  which  enables  each  por- 
tion of  the  animal  machine  to  grow,  and  move  and  act,  indepen- 
dently, in  a  great  degree,  of  other  portions.     On  the  other  hand, 
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we  have  the  perfect  life  which  is  the  result  of  the  cooperative  ac- 
tion of  the  various  parts.  On  the  one  hand,  we  have  the  foetal  and 
dependant  life,  in  which  the  embryo  draws  its  blood  from  the  par- 
ent, and  exists  and  grows  through  its  maternal  connection:  on  the 
other,  the  extra-uterine  and  independent  life,  commencing  at  the 
moment  when  the  lungs  of  the  infant  assume  the  office  of  the  ma- 
ternal placenta,  and  the  child  draws  its  first  breath. 

The  term  *'  death"  has  correspondent  significations.  "  Signs  of 
life,"  as  we  call  them,  may  exist  after  death,  owing  to  a  continu- 
ance of  vitality  in  the  parts,  when  they  have  ceased  to  act  in  con- 
cert, and  to  produce  the  phenomena  of  somatic  or  systemic  life. 
Thus,  a  man  dies  of  malignant  cholera,  and,  for  hours  afterwards, 
the  muscles  about  his  mouth  may  be  observed  to  move  :  they  re- 
tain their  irritability,  which  dead  matter  cannot  possess,  and  they 
contract  spontaneously — that  is,  without  stimulation  by  electricity 
or  other  perceptible  cause.  Thus,  also,  after  death  from  Yellow 
Fever,  the  temperature  of  certain  parts  of  the  body  often  increases  • 
the  body  actually  grows  warmer  for  several  hours,  which  could  not 
occur  without  molecular  life.  In  cold-blooded  animals  the  phenom- 
ena of  molecular  life  are  still  more  striking.  The  heart  of  a  frog 
will  pulsate  regularly  for  hours  after  removal  from  the  body  ;  and 
Prof.  Mitchell  declares  that  the  heart  of  a  sturgeon,  which  he  had 
inflated  with  air,  continued  to  beat,  until  it  became  so  dry  as  to 
rustle  during  its  movements. 

Now  the  heart  is,  in  many  respects,  the  most  important  organ  of 
the  body.  It  supplies  to  every  other  part  the  nutriment  and  stim- 
ulus necessary  for  its  life.  Without  its  ceaseless  movements,  by 
day  and  night,  in  the  sleeping  as  well  as  the  waking  condition  of 
the  brain,  the  complex  machinery  of  the  animal  frame  would  in- 
stantly come  to  a  stand,  and  death  would  result  as  speedily  as  a 
clock  would  stop  by  arresting  the  motion  of  the  pendulum.  It  is 
more  important  to  organic  life  than  the  brain  itself  ;  for  acepha- 
lous children  have  lived  for  hours  after  birth,  the  heart  continuing 
to  perform  its  function  without  a  brain.  How  obvious,  then,  is 
the  design  of  the  Architect  in  endowing  this  little  pump  with  such 
miraculous  activity  1 — in  impressing  it  with  a  vitality  so  tenacious 
and  inexhaustible  that  it  shall  throb  silently,  every  second  of 
time,  for  three  score  years  and  ten,  without  dropping  a  single  pul- 
sation 1 
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The  pulse,  whiqh  is  the  measure  of  the  heart's  action,  was  called, 
by  Dr.  Rush,  the  dial-plate  of  the  system.  It  is  to  this  dial  that 
we  look,  in  order  to  discover  the  passing*  away  of  life  and  the 
coming  of  death.  Consciousness  may  have  departed — the  respira- 
tion may  have  ceased — the  surface  of  the  body  may  be  cold  as 
marble,  but  if  tlie  heart  moves,  be  it  ever  so  feebly,  the  patient  is 
not  dead.     He  lives  till  the  heart  has  ceased  to  beat. 

In  view  of  these  considerations,  it  is  evident  that  a  child,  which 
is  alive  in  utero,  will  continue  to  live  as  long  as  the  heart  con- 
tinues to  pulsate,  and  will  not  die  until  the  heart  rests.  The  life 
is  uterine  and  dependent,  it  is  true  ;  not  a  perfect  and  indepen- 
dent existence,  but  yet  manifestly  somatic  and  animal,  and  far 
above  a  merely  organic  or  molecular  vitality.  The  decision  of  the 
Court,  therefore,  turning  mainly  on  the  heart's  motion  as  a  proof 
of  life,  was  strictly  in  accordance  with  reason,  and  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  physiology. 

The  fact  that  recovery  takes  place  in  certain  cases  of  suspended 
animation,  after  the  cessation  of  all  perceptible  motion  of  the 
heart,  does  not  weaken  our  argument.  The  heart  may  be  quies- 
cent during  life  ;  but  it  cannot  be  active  after  the  advent  of  death. 

But  there  is  a  feature  of  the  case  in  hand  which  gives  peculiar 
significance  to  the  motion  of  the  heart  as  an  evidence  of  life. 
After  the  extrusion  of  the  head,  and  before  the  body  emerged,  the 
child  breathed.  It  began  an  independent  life,  and  its  connection 
with  the  mother  by  the  cord  was  no  longer  necessary.  The  blood 
began  to  flow  in  new  channels.  In  the  fullest  sense  of  the  ex- 
pression, it  was  then  a  living  infant.  It  continued  to  live  till  the 
heart  ceased  to  beat.  By  the  compression  of  the  chest  in  deliv- 
ery, the  respiration  was  suspended,  and  after  complete  delivery, 
it  was  impossible  to  re-excite  the  respiratory  movements,  though 
the  heart  continued  to  pulsate.  The  child  then  died  of  Asphj^xia, 
— the  effect  of  stagnation  of  blood  in  the  pulmonary  capillaries. 
And  when  did  it  die  ?  Certainly  not  until  the  motion  of  the  heart 
ceased,  an  event  which  took  place  more  than  fifteen  minutes  after 
complete  birth.     It  was  therefore  born  alive. 

We  shall  not  stop  to  combat  the  assertion  that  the  child  died 
from  compression  of  the  brain  before  the  delivery  of  the  head.  We 
deem  it  scarcely  possible  for  death  to  take  place  from  this  cause, 
unless  the  head  have  been  subjected  to  extraordinary  pressure  for 
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many  hours  ;  and  even  under  these  circumstances  the  result  is  by 
no  means  necessarily  fatal.  Every  accoucheur  of  experience  can 
bear  testimony  to  this  fact.  The  head  may  be  compressed  and 
moulded  into  a  cylmder  in  effecting  its  transit,  without  material 
injury.  In  the  present  case,  however^  it  is  sufficient  for  our  argu- 
ment that  the  child  brea-thed  after  the  passage  of  the  head,  and 
that  the  heart  continued  to  pulsate  for  more  than  three  quarters  of 
an  hour  : — singular  phenomena  to  occur  in  a  dead  body  ! 

Nor  is  it  necessary  to  spend  time  in  refuting  the  assertion  that 
breathing  is  not  an  evidence  of  life — "  not  even  of  life  of  the 
lungs,"  says  the  Reviewer — *' for,"  he  continues,  "a  trace  of 
muscular  vitality,  or  contractility,  may  cause  the  thoracic  muscles 
to  contract  and  lift  the  chest,  when  air  might  rush  into  the  lungs  ; 
and  when  pressure  again  compressed  the  thorax,  force  the  air  out 
again.  This  might  be  mistaken  for  breathing,  and  be  sworn  to  as 
such  by  interested  parties,  while,  in  fact,  it  was  only  air  mechani- 
cally passing  in  and  out  from  inanimate  and  unvitalized  lungs." — 
Surely  Dr.  Stout  did  not  review  that  paragraph  before  sending  it 
to  press.  To  say  that  the  entrance  and  egress  of  air,  with  alter- 
nate expansion  and  collapse  of  the  chest  occasioned  by  muscular 
irritability,  is  not  breathing,  but  only  the  mechanical  passage  of 
air  in  and  out,  appears,  in  our  view,  not  less  preposterous  than 
would  be  the  assertion,  that  the  Review  under  consideration  is 
nothing  but  a  mechanical  result  of  muscular  irritability  in  the  arm 
of  the  writer. 

When  the  Reviewer  tells  us  that  the  law  contemplates  a  differ- 
ent phase  of  life  from  that  which  we  have  described,  and  when  he 
asserts  that  legal  life  requires  viability,  he  is  speaking  of  the  law 
of  France  and  some  other  European  States,  and  not  of  the  law 
of  England  and  America,  by  which  we  are  governed.  We  do  no  t 
hesitate  to  affirm  that  no  such  distinction  is  recognized  in  Ameri- 
can or  British  jurisprudence.  The  intent  and  meaning  of  a  law 
are  not  to  be  worked  out  in  the  closet,  by  the  principles  of  logic. 
Its  framers  and  administrators  are  the  proper  exponents.  But  all 
these,  before  and  since  the  da§^s  of  Lord  Coke,  have  been  at  fault, 
in  the  estimation  of  our  author.  Their  decisions  have  been  wrong. 
They  were  ignorant  of  the  true  design  and  meaning  of  the  law 
which  they  made  .and  enforced.     Taylor,  the  leading  British  au-. 
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thority  on  Medical  Jurisprudence,  is  wrong,  and  so  are  Wharton 
and  Stille,  and  the  leading  American  authorities. 

Had  the  writer  simply  taken  the  ground  that  it  would  be  ration- 
al and  expedient  to  restrict  the  expression  "  born  alive"  to  viable 
children  exclusively,  and  had  he  proposed  to  enact  statutes  in  ac- 
cordance with  that  view,  we  might  possibly  have  concurred  with 
him  in  sentiment.  That  "  live-birth"  should  be  defined  by  statute, 
we  freely  admit.  What  precise  definition  should  be  given  to  the 
expression  is  of  less  moment  than  that  confusion  and  difficulty 
should  be  banished,  by  adopting  some  fixed  rule.  What  we  need 
is  positive  law. 

"  There  are  two  ways,"  says  Beck,  "  in  which  a  child  may  be 
born  alive  :  1.  It  may  be  born,  the  cord  pulsating,  showing  that 
it  is  alive,  and  yet  it  may  not  respire." — "  2.  It  may  be  born  and 
respire." — Now  this  is  perfectly  intelligible  ;  and  a  statute  refer- 
ring expressly  to  one  or  the  other  of  these  two  modes  of  live-birth, 
would  be  of  easy  application.  Or  if  it  should  go  further,  as  Dr. 
Stout  insists  that  the  law  already  does,  though  Judges  have  not 
yet  made  the  discovery — if  it  should  go  further,  and  specify  that 
a  child  must  not  only  be  born  alive  but  viable,  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  ;  or,  at  least,  the  difficulty  would  be  shifted  from  the 
Court  and  thrown  upon  a  jury  of  medical  experts,  who  would  be 
likely  to  agree  as  readily  as  physicians  usually  do,  in  questions 
which  admit  of  difference  of  opinion. 

It  appears  to  us  that  the  entire  article  which  is  the  subject  of 
our  criticism,  is  fairly  open  to  the  charge  it  pronounces  against 
the  opinion  of  the  Court,  of  a  "  most  singular  confusion  of  word 
and  thought."  When  the  author  defines  life,  physiologically,  to 
be  "  that  animation  of  matter  which  enables  it  to  perform  vital 
functions,"  it  is  equivalent  to  saying — Life  is  that  life  of  matter 
which  enables  it  to  perform  the  functions  of  life.  And  when  he 
defines  life,  legally,  as  "  that  association  of  vital  functions  which 
may  permit  a  being  to  have,  or  receive,  property,  and  hence  to 
part  with  it  to  another," — and  when  he  goes  on  to  say  that  "  mus- 
cular motion,  respiration  and  a  vocal  sound  (crying),  are  together 
not  enough  to  constitute  the  ability  to  have,  and  to  convey  away" 
property,  but  that  the  urethra  and  the  rectum  must  be  pervious, 
and  that,  until  micturition  and  defecation  shall  Jiave  taken  place, 
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the  new-born  being  cannot  be  supposed  to  have  a  will,  and  there- 
fore is  not  legally  alive,  we  feel  assured  that  such  statements  do 
not  belong  to  physiology,  and  that,  if  they  appertain  to  law,  the 
author  has  gone  farther  into  the  mysteries  of  jurisprudence  than 
we  dare  to  follow. 

But  these  remarks  have  been  extended  far  beyond  the  limit 
contemplated  at  the  beginning.  We  have  expressed  ourselves 
frankly  and  without  reserve,  following,  in  this  respect,  the  exam- 
ple of  the  author  of  the  ^'  Review."  A  writer  who  repudiates  le- 
gal decisions  before  and  since  the  days  of  Coke  ;  who  demolishes, 
with  a  dash  of  the  pen,  the  standard  authorities  of  England  and 
America  on  Medical  Jurisprudence  ;  and  who  sets  our  most  eminent 
lexicographers  at  defiance,  pronouncing  the  definition  of  birth, 
as  given  by  Johnson  and  Webster  and  Worcester  to  be  "  ancient," 
and  "■  no  longer  worthy  of  consideration,"  will  scarcely  censure  us 
for  want  of  veneration  towards  his  own  opinions. 


Case  of  Amputation  at  the  Shoulder  Joint— Eecovery. 

BY    R.  BEVERLY  COLE,  M.  D.,  ONE  OF  THE  SURGEONS  TO    ST.  MARY'S    HOSPITAL. 

H.  G.,  a  Canadian  by  birth,  set.  23  years  ;  shoemaker  by  trade; 
stout,  athletic  apparently,  and  healthy  constitution  ;  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  Hospital  ou  January  5th,  with  sphacelus  of 
the  entire  right  fore-arm  and  lower  half  of  arm,  with  gangrene 
extending  to  the  shoulder,  and  infiltration  to  the  pectoral  muscles 
of  the  chest.  Through  the  friends  of  the  patient  the  following 
history  of  the  case  was  obtained  :  H.  G.,  on  the  night  of  Jan.  1st, 
in  a  fit  of  intoxication,  to  Vv'hich  he  was  not  addicted,  thrust  his 
arm  through  a  pane  of  glass  in  an  efi"ort  to  strike  a  comrade, 
who  he  iro.agined  had  insulted  him  ;  losing  his  balance,  and  con- 
sequently throwing  his  entire  weight  upon  the  broken  edges  of 
the  glass,  every  important  muscle,  nerve  and  vessel  of  the  fore- 
arm were  either  wholly  or  partially  cut  through  to  the  bones  be- 
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neath.  The  hemorrhage  was  excessive,  and  a  surgeon  was  imme- 
diately sent  for,  who,  upon  arriving,  at  once  applied  a  field  tourniquet, 
and  brought  the  edges  of  the  wound  together,  by  means  of  su- 
tures and  adhesive  straps,  and  after  bandaging  the  arm  and 
leaving  instructions  concerning  the  management  of  the  tourniquet, 
left,  with  the  promise  to  call  in  the  morning. 

The  next  day,  accompanied  by  a  professional  friend,  the  doctor 
visited  his  patient,  and  found  that  there  had  been  no  recurrence 
of  bleeding,  but  that  the  arm  below  the  windlass  was  greatly 
swollen  and  painful.  At  once  the  apparatus  was  removed  and  so 
modified  as  to  be  more  comfortable  upon  its  re-application,  and, 
being  now  very  loose,  it  no  longer  interrupted  the  feeble  circula- 
tion in  the  member,  and  the  pulsation  having  returned  at  the  wrist, 
he  was  left  comparatively  comfortable,  and  (as  the  attendant  as- 
sured me)  with  every  promise  of  a  speedy  and  satisfactory  result. 

On  making  the  third  visit,  however,  upon  the  following  day, 
the  hand  and  arm  were  covered  with  vesicles,  the  normal  temper- 
ature of  the  part  and  the  pulse  at  the  wrist  were  gone  ;  the  ex- 
pression of  the  patient's  countenance  was  that  of  anxiety,  the 
pulse  in  the  opposite  arm  small  and  frequent,  and,  in  one  word, 
there  was  present  every  indication  of  gangrene  and  sphacelus. 
He  was  immediately  advised  to  go  to  San  Francisco,  a  distance  of 
some  12  miles,  and  there  enter  St.  Mary's  Hospital;  but,  in  conse 
quence  of  difficulty  attendant  upon  procuring  the  necessary  means 
of  conveyance,  &c.,  another  day  was  lost,  and  it  was  not  until 
twelve  o'clock  upon  the  fourth  day  after  the  injury  that  he  was 
admitted  and  fell  under  my  charge.  Happening  to  be  present  and 
making  my  service  at  the  Hospital  when  he  was  brought  in,  I 
soon  discovered  his  condition,  and  immediately  prescribed  the  ordi- 
nary stimulants  resorted  to  in  these  cases,  and  called  a  consulta- 
tion of  the  staff  of  the  house,  who  agreed  with  me  in  the  opinion, 
that  with  such  extensive  infiltration  extending  even  to  the  chest 
and  accompanied  with  the  peculiar  crackling  sound,  upon  pressure, 
so  characteristic  of  this  condition,  that  the  case  was  almost  hope- 
less, and  that  immediate  amputation  furnished  the  only  chance 
for  his  life.  Accordingly,  the  patient  was  prepared,  and  the  opera- 
tion fixed  for  two  o'clock,  just  two  hours  after  his  admission.  At 
the  time  appointed  (the  patient,  meanwhile,  having  taken  brandy, 
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ammonia,  &c.,  pro  re  nata)  after  moderate  chloroformization,  the 
operation  of  Baron  Larrey  was  performed,  or  rather  commenced, 
as,  in  consequence  of  the  extensive  infiltration  of  the  neighboring- 
parts,  it  became  necessary  to  relinquish  all  idea  of  preserving 
material  for  flaps,  or  in  fact  attempting  to  bring  the  edges  of  the 
wound  together.  Having  succeeded  in  disarticulating  the  head  of 
the  bone  and  securing  the  vessels,  in  the  dressing  of  the  v^ound 
we  contented  ourselves  with  merely  applying  compresses  anterior- 
ly and  posteriorly,  filling  or  covering  the  surface  of  the  wound 
with  lint,  saturated  with  alcohol  and  water,  (one  part  to  eight) 
and  supporting  the  whole  with  adhesive  straps  and  the  roller. 

The  loss  of  blood  was  very  inconsiderable,  and  the  pulse,  after 
the  operation,  was  remarkably  good.  The  patient  was  now  re- 
moved to  his  bed  and  ordered  beef-tea,  brandy  and  ammonia,  to  be 
given  frequently,  also  half  a  grain  of  morphia  sulph,,  to  be  re- 
peated, if  necessary,  in  two  or  three  hours. 

10  o'clock,  P.  M.,  visited  the  patient — pulse  120,  volume  good ; 
no  pain  or  restlessness  ;  had  taken  six  ounces  of  beef- tea  and  three 
of  brandy  ;  ordered  half  a  grain  of  morphia  sulph. 

January  6th — Countenance  less  dejected  or  anxious  ;  pulse  105, 
volume  improved  ;  no  pain,  quiet  ;  had  slept  six  hours  ;  skin  soft 
and  natural  in  temperature  ;  infiltration  of  surrounding  parts 
decreased  ;  continue  beef-tea  and  brandy  in  more  moderate  quan- 
tities. Jan.  1th — Pulse  96  ;  tongue  moist  ;  skin  natural,  and  in 
every  way  improved.  Jan.  8th — Pulse  about  the  same  as  preced- 
ing day.  Jan.  9th — Pulse  110  ;  tongue  rather  dry  ;  skin  above 
natural  standard  of  temperature  ;  had  passed  a  restless  night  ; 
wound  tender,  with  slight  suppuration  and  swelling  ;  wound 
dressed,  (lint  moistened  by  suppuration) ;  surface  of  wound  looking 
well  ;  dressing  of  same  character  as  at  first,  only  warm  water 
used  instead  of  alcohol  and  water  ;  a  poultice  to  be  applied  over 
the  dressing,  and  to  be  renewed  every  6  hours  ;  eight  ounces  of 
Bol.  magnes.  cit.,  to  be  taken  immediately,  and  repeated,  if  neces- 
sary, to  secure  one  or  two  free  evacuations,  and  the  following  : 

R  —  Liq.  Ammon.  Acet.,   gviii. 
Tr.  Aconit.  Rad.,  f.  3i. 
A  table  spoonful  to  be  given  every  2  hours. 

January  10th — Pulse  dropped  to   90  ;  skin  moist  and  natural; 
tongue  more  natural  ;  wound  dressed  and  looking  well  ;  suppura- 
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tion  free  ;  ordered  continuance  of  liq.  ammon.  and  liberal  diet. 
Jan.  11th — Patient  in  excellent  condition  ;  wound  granulating 
finely  ;  swelling  entirely  subsided.  Jan.  12th — Patient  same  as 
yesterday  ;  pulse  85  ;  wound  doing  well.  Jan.  13th — Same  as 
yesterday.  Jan.  14th  and  15th— Pulse  80  ;  otherwise  the  same. 
Jan.  16th— Strength  improving  ;  appetite  increasing.  Jan.  17th — 
Glenoid  cavity  well  covered  with  granulations  ;  the  wound  con- 
tracting, and  in  every  way  satisfactory.  Jan.  18th — Ligatures 
from  circumflex  vessels  fallen  ;  patient  and  wound  well.  Jan.  19, 
20th  and  21st— Same  good  condition.  Jan.  22d— Ligature  of 
axillary  artery  fallen  ;  no  oozing  or  hemorrhage  ;  wound  look- 
ing well  and  contracting  finely.  In  this  way  the  patient  contin- 
ued to  improve,  and,  on  the  21st  day  after  the  operation,  he  was 
permitted  to  leave  his  bed,  the  wound  having,  after  the  10th  day, 
been  dressed  with  simple  cerate,  and  the  contraction  of  the 
wound  being  aided  by  the  ''uniting"  application  of  adhesive 
straps.  In  six  weeks  he  was  discharged,  the  wound  being  nearly 
healed — so  that  he  was  enabled,  with  but  little  assistance,  to 
dress  himself. 

REMARKS. 

It  will  be  observed,  from  the  report  of  this  case,  that  it  was 
exceedingly  unpromising,  in  consequence  of  the  extensive  infiltra- 
tion and  extreme  prostration  of  the  patient,  and  in  the  operation 
no  flaps  were  formed  to  close  the  wound. 

-  It  is  a  well  understood  fact  that  the  mortality  of  amputations 
is  dependent  in  a  great  degree  upon  Pyaemia  as  the  result  of  ab- 
sorption, and  that  the  flap  operation  has,  from  time  to  time,  been 
so  modified  as  to  favor  the  escape  of  the  debris,  whilst  the  dress- 
ing or  closing  of  the  wound  in  the  circular  operation  is  so  ar- 
ranged as  to  obtain  the  same  object.  Now  whilst  a  single  case  or 
even  several  cases  should  not  authorize  the  establishment  of  a  law, 
yet  we  submit,  is  not  the  explanation  of  the  recovery,  in  this  case, 
contained  in  the  fact — that  the  wound  was  never  closed  by  suture  ? 
But,  hence,  the  debris  was  permitted  to  escape  as  fast  as  formed, 
which  never  occurs  with  either  the  circular  or  flap  operations,  for 
the  reason  that,  in  the  closing  of  the  wound,  as  practised  by  all 
surgeons — thus  precluding  the  application  directly  to  the  surface 
of  lint  as  an  absorbent — that  which  otherwise  would  escape  is  pent 
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up,  and  kept  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period  in  contact  with  this  sur- 
face of  the  wound,  thus  favoring  its  absorption,  and  the  occur- 
rence of  Pyaemia,  and,  as  is  usual  in  these  cases,  death. 

If  this  was  an  isolated  case  we  would  be  disposed  to  look  else- 
where for  the  explanation  of  the  success  ;  but  several,  within  the 
past  ten  years,  having  fallen  under  my  observation  and  treatment, 
presenting'  the  same  general  features,  has  led  me  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  profession  again  to  a  principle  which,  I  believe, 
if  observed  in  the  treatment  of  such  cases  as  the  one  just  reported, 
and  others  which  will  be  furnished  in  the  succeeding  numbers  of 
the  Press,  will  tend  greatly  to  diminish  the  mortality  which  has 
heretofore  attended  them. 


Osteo-Sarcoma,  involving  the  Scapula. 

REPORTED    BY   DR.    L.    C.    LANE. 

Near  the  middle  of  January,  1864,  I  was  consulted  by  Jas.  F. 
Kennedy,  Esq.,  Sheriff  of  Santa  Clara  county,  and  well  known  in 
this  community,  in  reference  to  a  large  tumor,  which  was  seated 
on  the  left  scapula. 

Upon  a  careful  examination,  the  tumor  was  found  to  occupy  the 
entire  dorsum  of  the  scapula,  and  seemed  immovably  fixed  to  this 
bone  ;  besides,  it  extended  forwards  towards  the  corresponding 
clavicle.  After  the  examination,  I  counseled  an  immediate  re- 
moval of  the  growth,  as,  from  the  history  given  by  the  patient  it 
was  manifest  that  it  was  augmenting  very  rapidly  in  size,  and 
presented  all  the  symptoms  of  semi-malignancy.  He  stated  that 
he  first  noticed  it  near  two  years  previously,  when  it  was  small  in 
volume,  though  then  almost  immovable  ;— he  attributed  its  origin 
to  a  fall  from  a  reaping  machine,  which  he  was  driving.  For 
some  months  past,  it  had  interfered  with  the  movements  of  the 
corresponding  arm  ;  likewise,  along  the  ulnar  side  of  the  fore-arm, 
there  was  experienced  a  numbness,  which,  at  times,  was  quite  an- 
noying ; — this  anaesthesia,  no  doubt,  produced  the  lessened  muscu- 
lar power  of  which  he  complained.  Mr.  Kennedy  declined  having 
the  operation  performed  until  the  first  of  the  coming  March,  when 
his  sheriffalty  would  expire. 

Near  the  first  of  February,  Dr.  Saxe,  of   Santa  Clara, — the  pa- 
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tient's  physician, — sent  word  to  me,  that,  at  his  suggestion,  Mr. 
Kennedy  had  decided  to  no  longer  postpone  the  operation.  On 
the  4th  of  that  month,  I  proceeded  to  Santa  Clara,  and  made 
preparations,  on  my  arrival  there,  to  operate  the  next  morning. 

Since  the  period  when  the  patient  consulted  me  in  San  Francis- 
co, it  was  found  that  the  tumor  had  almost  doubled  in  size,  and, 
on  this  ground.  Dr.  Saxe  had  persuaded  him  to  no  longer  delay 
the  operation. 

The  patient  was  previously  apprised  of  the  fact,  that  the  opera- 
tion would  be  one  of  a  grave  character,  and,  as  I  learned,  in  ap- 
prehension of  any  unfavorable  event  which  might  ensue,  he  had 
arranged  his  worldly  aifairs. 

The  operation  I  proposed  was,  to  make  an  elliptical  incision 
through  the  integument,  through  which,  by  the  aid  of  dissection,  I 
hoped  to  be  able  to  enucleate  the  growth  and  thus  remove  it.  The 
upper  half  of  the  incision  was  first  made  through  the  skin  and 
subjacent  adipose  tissue,  down  to  the  tumor  ;  the  subcutaneous 
fatty  structure  was  more  than  an  inch  in  thickness  ;  upon  dissect- 
ing up  this  fatty  matter,  for  a  short  distance,  the  malignant  char- 
acter of  the  tumor  was  manifest  ; — w^e  had  to  deal  with  Carcino- 
ma, of  the  type  known  as  Osteo-Sarcoma.  This  portion  of  the  dis- 
eased structure  was  found  to  be  adherent  to  the  spine  of  the  scap- 
ula ;  likewise  it  involved  its  posterior  border.  On  removing  the 
suprascapular  portion  of  the  growth,  it  was  found  to  dip  behind 
the  posterior  edge  of  the  shoulder  blade,  and  to  be  continuous 
with  a  subscapular  portion,  which  was  much  the  larger  of  the  two 
parts.  This  latter  part,  by  its  pressure,  had  ahuost  obliterated 
the  serratus  magnus  muscle,  likewise  a  lobe  of  it  which  extended 
forwards  almost  to  the  clavicle,  so  encroached  upon  the  upper 
portion  of  the  axillary  plexus,  as  to  offer  a  ready  explanation  of 
the  partial  paralysis  of  the  arm.  The  central  portions  of  the  su- 
pra- and  subscapular  portions  of  the  tumor  were  found  softened,  so 
as  to  readily  break  down  under  pressure,  and  were  filled  with  a  pu- 
rulent, gelatinous  matter  ; — the  edges,  however,  were  indurated,  al- 
most like  cartilage,  and  when  cut,  yielded  the  grating  sensation  char- 
acteristic of  that  structure.  In  the  operation,  it  became  necessary 
to  remove  a  small  portion  of  the  spine  of  the  scapula,  likewise 
some  fragments  of  the  posterior  edge  of  this  bone  were  detached. 
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The  operation  was  performed  with  tlie  aid  of  chloroform,  and 
was  somewhat  protracted,  owing  to  the  dissection  which  was  re- 
quired, in  order  to  detach  the  tumor  from  beneath  the  shoulder- 
blade  ;  the  bleeding  was  very  trifling,  only  one  small  vessel  re- 
quiring ligation.  After  restoration  to  consciousness,  the  patient 
■was  as  well  as  most  patients  are  who  have  just  submitted  to  se- 
vere cutting  ;  however,  in  a  few  hours  afterward,  the  vital  forces 
seemed  to  be  rapidly  ebbing  away,  so  much  so,  that  a  resort  was 
had  at  once  to  stimulants,  which,  though  sedulously  administered, 
were  without  effect  ; — the  patient  sank  rapidly  until  evening, 
when  he  died.  It  may  be  stated,  that,  from  an  hour  after  the  op- 
eration until  his  death,  Mr.  Kennedy  was  conscious,  and  in  the 
full  possession  of  his  faculties. 

Death,  in  this  case,  can  only  be  attributed  to  the  shock  which 
was  consequent  upon  so  severe  an  operation  ;  the  hemorrhage  was 
slight,  and  the  depression  produced  by  the  chloroform  was  less 
than  usual, — the  agent  being  very  cautiously  administered  by  Dr. 
Saxe,  who,  together  with  Dr.  Allen  of  Santa  Clara,  aided  in  the 
operation.  It  would  appear  that  all  the  vital  resources  of  the  pa- 
tient's body  had  been  exhausted  in  the  production  of  the  malignant 
structure,  so  that  there  was  nothing  laid  up  to  compensate  for  the 
vitality  which  was  lost  by  the  surgical  procedure  to  which  he  was 
subjected. 

In  my  opinion,  Mr.  Kennedy  woul^  have  died  from  this  tumor 
in  a  few  weeks  at  most  ;— and  in  risking  an  operation,  of  which 
the  dangers  and  chances  of  recover}^  were  previously  explained  to 
him,  he  did  what  most  other  courageous  men  would  do  in  a  like 
case. 

I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  furnish  a  report  of  the  foregoing 
case,  in  order  to  correct  certain  erroneous  statements  which  have 
obtained  currency  in  reference  to  it  ;  besides,  the  friend  of  surgi- 
cal science  finds  it  no  less  his  duty  to  report  his  unfavorable 
cases  than  his  favorable  ones,  since  it  is  only  in  this  manner  that 
additional  light  can  be  thrown  upon  the  imperfectly  explored  do- 
main of  surgical  pathology  ;  and  in  the  reporting  of  cases  like 
the  above,  the  surgeon  has  at  least  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that  he  is  not  rendering  himself  obnoxious  to  the  imputation  of 
sounding  a  trumpet  to  herald  the  triumphs  of  his  own  scalpel. 
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Case  of  Hydrophobic  Tetanus,  following  Delivery,  Adhesion  of  Pla- 
centa, and  Hemorrhage. 

BY   H.    GIBBONS,    M.    D.  ~ 

Mrs.  T.,  set.  29,  native  of  Denmark,  liglit  complexion,  vig- 
orous health,  was  delivered  of  her  first  child  April  1st,  at  9 
A.  M.,  after  a  natural  labor  of  six  hours.  In  a  few  minutes 
from  the  birth  of  the  child,  profuse  and  alarming  hemorrhage 
occurring,  with  faintness.  Dr.  Eidenmtiller,  her  medical  attend- 
ant, introduced  his  hand  and  brought  away  the  placenta,  which 
was  adherent  for  one-half  its  surface,  and  which  was  easily  de- 
tached. The  hemorrhage  ceased,  and  the  patient  did  well,  and 
had  no  after-pains.  On  the  4th  day  the  mammary  secretion  was 
established,  and  no  morbid  symptoms  had  presented. 

5th — Slight  pain  in  head,  with  febrile  excitement.  The  bow- 
els had  not  been  moved,  Dr.  E.  having  waited,  in  this  respect, 
in  consequence  of  the  great  loss  of  blood,  and  the  favorable 
progress  afterwards.  Early  A.  M.,  six  or  seven  ounces  of  the 
liquid  citrate  of  magnesia  were  given,  and  the  dose  was  repeated 
in  the  afternoon.  The  bowels  were  severely  purged  in  the 
evening,  ten  evacuations  occurring,  and  the  patient  sitting  up 
in  the  bed  at  each  operation. 

6th — Passed  the  day  well  and  cheerful.  Not  a  single  un- 
pleasant symptom. 

7th. — Did  not  sleep  well  last  night.  At  8  A.  M.,  while  sit- 
ting up  in  bed  to  nurse  her  infant,  complained  of  pain  and  stiff- 
ness in  the  back  of  the  neck,  and  soon  afterwards  of  difficulty 
in  "  getting  her  breath,"  and  swallowing.  At  9J  A.  M.,  when 
visited  by  Dr.  Eidenmuller,  she  complained  of  pain  and  sore- 
ness of  throat,  and  behind  the  -ears,  and  inability  to  open  the 
mouth  widely.  She  was  also  reported  to  have  strangled  in  at- 
tempting to  swallow.  On  the  presumption  of  hysteria,  she  was 
ordered  powders  of  sulph.  morph.  and  sulph.  quin.,  with  some 
topical  applications.     At  1  P.  M.,  appeared  somewhat  relieved. 

At  5  P.  M.  I  visited  Mrs.  T.,  in  the  absence  of  Dr.  E.,  in  re- 
sponse to  an  urgent  message,  representing  that  she  was  choking 
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to  death.  I  found  her  lying  on  her  back,  head  drawn  some- 
what backwards  into  the  pillow,  jaws  opening  half  an  inch,  but 
resisting  my  attempt  to  force  them  farther  apart ;  expression  of 
eye  and  countenance  natural,  and  not  particularly  indicative  of 
suffering.  In  answer  to  my  inquiries,  she  stated  that  she  had 
a  pain  in  ihe  back  of  the  neck,  but  none  elsewhere — that  she 
was  very  thirsty,  and  would  like  a  drink  of  water,  but  could  not 
swallow — that  the  difficulty  was  not  owing  to  pain  in  the 
throat,  but  to  something  which  prevented  the  drink  from  pass- 
ing down.  Her  ton2:ue,  as  far  as  visible,  was  moist  but  coated; 
face  slightly  flushed  ;  pulse  110,  regular,  soft,  feeble  ;  extrem- 
ities and  surface  warm  and  bathed  in  free  perspiration  ;  abdo- 
men flaccid  and  free  from  tenderness  ;  breasts  normal  and  con- 
taining milk.  She  had  passed  urine.  Her  husband  stated  that 
she  was  exceedingly  sensitive  to  light  and  sound — that  the  mo- 
tion of  the  door,  stepping  over  the  floor,  or  the  noise  of  foot- 
steps on  the  sidewalk  of  the  street,  caused  her  to  start,  and  were 
evidently  distressing.  But  during  the  half  hour  of  my  pres- 
ence she  exhibited  none  of  these  symptoms,  nor  had  she  any 
spasmodic  movements.  Shortly  prior  to  my  visit,  the  attempt 
to  swallow  one  of  the  powders  had  produced  a  violent  par- 
oxysm, in  which,  according  to  the  attendants,  she  almost  choked 
to  death.  In  giving  an  enema  of  one  grain  sulph.  morph.  I 
observed  a  copious  and  offensive  lochial  discharge.  Before 
leaving  the  room,  when  she  complained  of  thirst  and  the  ina- 
bility to  drink,  I  inquired  if  she  would  like  a  piece  of  ice  in 
her  mouth.  She  looked  at  me  thoughtfully  for  some  moments, 
evidently  at  a  stand  between  the  pressure  of  thirst  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  idea  of  distress  from  the  attempt  to  swallow,  on 
the  other,  and  made  no  answer. 

10  P.  M.,  saw  her,  in  consultation  with  Dr.  Eidenmltller  and 
Dr.  Isaac  Howell.  She  had  slept  considerably,  but  had  suffered 
a  number  of  spasms,  which  were  sometimes  excited  by  noises, 
and  at  other  times  came  on  spontaneously.  Pulse  105,  and  in- 
creased in  volume  and  force.  Jaws  more  nearly  closed.  On 
enquiring  if  she  could  not  take  a  drink,  she  answered  promptly 

in  the  negative  ;  the  idea  of  swallowing  plainly  distressing  her. 
4 
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But,  on  solicitation,  she  consented  to  try,  and  nerving  herself  for 
the  effort,  succeeded  in  performing  the  act  of  deglutition,  which 
was  done  audibly,  and  swallowing  part  of  a  tea-spoonful  of 
water.  A  second  attempt,  however,  brought  on  a  violent  spasm, 
in  which  the  flexor  muscles  were  mainly  involved,  the  head  be- 
ing thrown  forwards  and  the  knees  drawn  upwards.  She  tossed 
from  side  to  side  with  violence  ;  emitted  stridulous  sounds  from 
the  larynx,  strongly  suggestive  of  the  vulgar  notion  of  barking 
in  hydrophobia,  and,  at  the  close  of  the  paroxysm,  ejected  from 
the  mouth,  with  some  earnestness,  small  patches  of  tough, 
frothy  saliva,  alike  suggestive  of  "  frothing  at  the  mouth."  The 
paroxysm  lasted  15  or  20  seconds. 

It  was  proposed  to  make  a  trial  of  nicotine  as  a  remedy,  but 
the  prostration  of  the  patient,  from  loss  of  blood  and  so  forth, 
deterred  us.  We  determined  to  subject  her  to  the  partial  in- 
fluence of  chloroform,  and  thus  hold  the  spasmodic  develop- 
ment in  check,  till  possibly  the  spinal  irritation  producing  it 
might  subside.  At  first  the  remedy  operated  kindly,  and  though 
the  spasms  returned  at  intervals,  yet  the  muscles  were  relaxed 
considerably  in  the  intervening  periods,  so  much  so,  that,  about 
midnight,  she  was  able  to  swallow  a  small  quantity  of  wine  and 
water.  But  the  pulse  gave  way  rapidly  during  the  night,  the 
paroxysms  recurred  at  intervals  of  half  an  hour,  and  at  eight  in 
the  morning  she  died  convulsed,  just  24  hours  from  the  first  in- 
dications of  the  disease.  In  the  fits  the  countenance  was  con- 
torted, but  not  in  the  intervals.  A  short  time  before  death 
the  sardonic  expression  became  permanent.  After  death  the 
countenance  grew  remarkably  placid,  and  the  cadaveric  rigidity 
was  slow  in  establishing  itself.     No  autopsy. 

Remarks. — Had  this  case  supervened  on  the  bite  of  a  dog, 
it  would  undoubtedly  have  been  pronounced  "  Hydrophobia." 
Moreover,  the  symptoms  would  have  been  modified  and  aggra- 
vated by  the  mental  disturbance,  which  the  dread  of  that  mala- 
dy must  excite.  In  the  instance  before  us,  there  was  no  appre- 
hension of  evil,  and  the  morbid  phenomena  were  due  entirely 
to  physical  causes.     Mrs.  T.  had  never  suffered  from  hysterical 
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or  nervous  disorders.  Previous  to  marriage  she  had  much 
headache  at  the  menstrual  periods,  but  this  ceased  after  concep- 
tion. She  appeared  to  have  an  unusual  degree  of  equanimity 
and  self-control.  Some  of  the  most  prominent  symptoms,  both 
of  Tetanus  and  Hydrophobia,  were  wanting.  The  trismus  and 
partial  opisthotonos  of  the  former,  and  the  clonic  spasms  of  the 
apparatus  of  deglutition,  the  extreme  sensitiveness  to  sound  or 
disturbance,  and  the  dread  of  Water,  or,  more  properly,  of  the 
attempt  to  swallow  it,  which  belong  rather  to  the  latter  mala- 
dy, were  the  only  positive  features  prominent  in  the  case. 
When  her  husband  bade  her  not  to  be  disturbed,  as  he  was 
about  to  kill  a  musquito  in  the  chamber,  she  shuddered  convul- 
sively and  begged  him  not  to  do  it.  Several  times  she  succeed- 
ed, with  great  effort,  in  controlling  the  muscles  of  the  throat 
and  effecting  the  movement  of  deglutition,  but  the  second  at- 
tempt always  brought  on  the  violent  spasms. 

What  was  the  cause  of  the  attack  ?  Was  the  uterus  injured 
in  detaching  the  placenta  ?  The  professional  reputation  of  the 
accoucheur  is  a  sufficient  negative  to  this  question.  Besides, 
there  was  an  entire  absence  of  all  indications  of  uterine  lesion. 
Perhaps  it  is  reasonable  to  regard  the  hemorrhage  as  one  link 
in  the  chain  of  causation,  and  the  hypercatharsis  as  another. 
Farther  than  this,  there  is  scarcely  scope  for  conjecture. 


Poisoning  from  Vulcanite. — A  writer  in  one  of  the  Eng- 
lish Medical  Journals  reports  several  cases  of  disease  of 
the  mouth,  attributed  to  the  red  sulphuret  of  mercury,  in 
the  vulcanite  employed  for  plates  in  Dentistry.  The  quan- 
tity of  the  mineral  used  in  coloring  the  vulcanite  is  so  small, 
and  the  combination  so  capable  of  resisting  the  action  of 
any  agent  likely  to  come  in  contact  with  it  in  the  mouth,  as  to 
render  the  statement  exceedingly  doubtful.  We  are  informed 
by  an  intelligent  Dentist  that  experiments  are  in  hand  tending 
to  the  substitution  of  aniline  as  a  coloring  matter,  which  will 
obviate  the  possibility  of  mischief  from  the  use  of  vulcanite. 

H.  G.     • 
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Case  of  Hypertrophied  and  Retained  Placenta. 

BY    R.    BEVBRLY    COLE,    M.    D. 

Mrs.  S.  L.,  get.  20  years,  was  taken  in  labor,  in  the  first  part 
of  December  last,  with  her  second  child  ;  for  two  months  pre- 
ceding, she  had  suffered  greatty  from  excessive  weight  and  dis- 
tension of  the  abdomen,  and  finally  was  obliged  to  seek  relief 
through  h  r  physician.  On  examining  the  abdomen,  at  the  expira- 
ration  of  the  7th  month,  I  found  the  surface  smooth,  shining,  and 
discolored,  to  an  extent  that  I  had  never  before  witnessed  ; 
upon  passing  the  hand  over  the  surface,  two  distinct  tumors 
could  be  distinguished,  and,  in  certain  lights,  might .  be  seen. 
This  fact  led  to  the  suspicion  of  their  being  twins,  but,  upon 
auscultation,  only  one  foetal  heart  could  be  heard,  whilst  the 
"placental  souffie"  was  unusually  loud.  Yet  as  the  depres- 
sion between  the  tumors  extended  from  the  fundus  of  the  uterus 
to  the  pubes  below,  I  was  left  in  doubt  as  to  whether  there 
were  not  two  foetuses — one  being  alive,  the  other  dead. 

Three  weeks  after,  as  stated  above,  she  was  taken  in  labor, 
which,  as  the  term  of  gestation  had  not  been  completed,  doubt- 
less was  hastened  by  the  great  distension  of  the  uterus.  The 
1st  and  2d  stages  of  labor  were  commenced  and  concluded, 
without  anything  of  importance  occurring,  but  having,  after  the 
extrusion  of  the  child,  waited  a  reasonable  length  of  time,  I  in- 
troduced my  hand  into  the  uterus,  and  found,  instead  of  a  second, 
child,  an  immense  placenta,  which  was  yet  adherent,  throughout 
its  entire  surface,  and  which,  when  peeled  off  and  removed,  to- 
gether wich  the  membranes,  weighed  about  eight  pounds  (a 
little  more). 

In  appearance  it  was  perfectly  healthy  ;  the  vessels  being  en- 
larged proportionately  to  the  general  hypertrophy  of  the  organ. 

The  weight  of  the  child  was  a  little  over  9  pounds  ;  lience  the 
two  tumors  of  the  abdomen  were,  as  we  have  intimated,  nearly 
of  equal  size. 

This  case  is  reported  mainly  as  a  caution  to  practitioners  in 
giving  opinions  as  to  the  presence  of  more  than  one  foetus  in 
utero,  rather  than  from  any  inherent  interest  it  may  possess. 
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€Htar's  CabU. 


To  Our  Readers. 

In  taking  charge  of  the  "  Medical  Press/'  we  deem  it  proper 
to  state,  briefly,  the  general  plan  on  which  we  shall  conduct  it. 

In  the  first  place,  everything  of  local  interest,  appertaining  to 
this  Coast,  will-  have  precedence  in  our  columns.  We  there- 
fore request  all  members  of  the  profession,  within  the  limits  of 
our  circulation,  to  communicate  such  matters  of  interest  as  may 
come  under  their  notice,  either  in  proper  form  for  publication,  or, 
if  they  so  prefer,  as  notes  or  memoranda,  to  which  we  may  give 
the  proper  shape. 

Secondly,  we  shall  present  in  each  number  an  abstract  of  the 
most  striking  improvements  and  discoveries  in  Medical  Science, 
as  recorded  in  the  journals  from  various  parts  of  the  world.  A 
large  proportion  of  medical  practitioners  on  the  Pacific  coast 
are  without  access  to  the  periodical  literature  of  Medicine,  and 
we  believe  would  appreciate  such  a  digest  as  we  contemplate. 
In  the  present  number,  we  have  not  been  able  to  carry  out  this 
part  of  our  plan  effectually.  H.  Gibbons,  M.  D., 

R.  Beverly  Cole,  M.  D. 


Influenza. — Never^  since  the  Influenza  of  1831,  which  pre- 
ceded the  first  visitation  of  cholera  to  America,  have  we  known 
an  epidemic  catarrh  so  universal  as  that  of  the  past  winter  on 
this  coast.  In  the  Atlantic  States  also,  diphtheria,  scarlatina, 
measles  and  other  diseases  involving  the  throat  and  respiratory 
organs,  have  been  unusually  prevalent  in  many  localities.  The 
cholera  seems  to  be  operating  in  China,  but  as  epidemics  do 
not,  in  general,  travel  eastward,  it  is  not  likely  to  cross  the 
ocean  in  this  direction. 

Death  of  T.  Starr  King. — The  inquiry  comes  to  us  from 
various  sources — what  was  the  disease  of  Mr.  King  ?     We  can- 
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not  answer  the  question,  and  it  will  probably  never  be  intelli- 
gently answered.  A  medical  gentleman  who  saw  him  shortly 
before  his  death,  when  he  was  sinking,  informs  us  that  he  was 
then  laboring  under  pleuro-pneumonia,  supervening  on  diph- 
theria. Up  to  that  moment  he  had  been  seen  by  only  one  phy- 
sician, and  that  one  was  a  Homoeopathist.  When  a  life  so  val- 
uable is  lost,  an  intelligent  account  of  the  disease  and  the 
treatment  is  due  to  the  public,  as  well  as  to  the  profession.  In 
regular  practice  such  an  account  is  usually  furnished.  We  hold 
that  it  should  be  required,  and  if  for  no  other  purpose,  to  im- 
press on  medical  practitioners  a  sense  of  the  responsibility 
they  incur,  when  they  charge  themselves  with  the  lives  of 
their  fellow-citizens. 

List  of  Graduates,  &c. — ^At  the  annual  commencement  of  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  the  Pacific,  held  at 
Piatt's  Hall,  San  Francisco,  March  18th,  1864,  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine  was  conferred  on  the  following  gentlemen,  by 
Eev,  M.  Banister,  President  of  the  University  : 
M.  A.  Cachot,  San  Francisco.    Subject  of  Thesis,  Delirium  Tremens- 


D.  S.  Deal,  Marysville. 
W.  T.  Garwood,  San  Francisco. 
J.  T.  Harrison,  Amador  County. 

E.  B.  Robertson,  Mokelumne  Hill. 
Owen  H.  O'Neil,  San  Francisco. 

F.  S.  Stirling,  San  Francisco. 


Rheumatism- 
Hydrogen. 
Puerperal  Fever. 
Primary  Syphilis. 
Erysipelas. 
Ovarian  Dropsy. 


The  charge  to  the  graduates  was  given  by  Professor  Lane,  an 
oration  in  Latin  was  delivered  by  Professor  Barstow,  and  the 
exercises  were  closed  by  an  appropriate  address  from  John  T. 
Doyle,  Esq. 

State  Prison  for  Lunatics.— The  Stockton  "corral"  for 
insane  patients  is  in  a  flourishing  condition.  It  appears  by  the 
annual  report  of  the  medical  superintendent  that  it  has  nearly 
600  inmates,  besides  officers  and  attendants.  No  other  insti- 
tution of  the  kind  in  the  world  accommodates  so  large  a  popula- 
tion in  so  small  a  space.  In  a  building  so  crowded,  it  is  a 
marvel  that  the  prevailing  disorder  does  not  become  infectious, 
and  attack  the  Physicians  and  employes.  It  is  a  disgrace  to 
California. 
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Treatment  of  Diphtheria. — There  are  as  many  cures  for 
this  complaint  as  for  phthisis.  In  the  hands  of  one  physician 
the  disease  vanishes  under  the  influence  of  Cimicifuga.  Another 
succeeds  with  per  sulphate  of  iron  as  a  topical  application. 
Carbolic  or  phenic  acid  is  the  best  remedy  with  a  third.  Cau- 
terization is  generally  abandoned,  and  nitrate  of  silver,  if  used 
at  all,  is  employed  in  a  weak  solution.  The  chlorates  and 
chlorides  are  going  out  of  fashion.  A  tonic  and  supporting 
course  is  universally  advocated,  the  disease  being  regarded  as 
constitutional,  not  local  merely,  and  destroying  life  by  poison- 
ing the  blood  and  exhausting  the  vital  forces.  As  a  topical 
application,  cold  to  the  throat  is  recommended — an  ancient 
treatment  revived.  Ice  is  applied  in  a  bag,  or  by  means  of  a 
lump  cut  to  fit,  and  placed  saddle-wise  across  the  throat.  This 
plan  is  extolled  by  Professor  Taylor,  of  Iowa,  in  both  forms  of 
croup,  in  diphtheria,  tonsillitis,  laryngitis  and  oedema  of  the 
glottis.  He  uses  a  piece  as  large  as  a  hen's  egg,  secured  in 
contact  with  the  neck  by  a  strip  of  oiled  silk,  and  covered 
afterwards  in  front  with  flannel.  It  is  not  to  be  removed  till 
relief  is  established,  and  it  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  re- 
action after  its  removal  by  the  application  of  cold  water.  He 
says  it  will  not  remove  diphtheritic  exudations,  but  will  arrest 
their  production  in  a  great  degree.  We  have  seen  something 
of  the  ice  remedy  externally  applied,  and  are  favorably  im- 
pressed in  regard  to  it. 

For  Whooping  Cough.— M.  Garraway,  in  the  London  Lan- 
cet, lauds  the  use  of  belladonna  and  sulphate  of  zinc  in  whoop- 
ing cough.  He  gives  the  medicines  in  syrup,  or  in  pills,  one- 
sixth  of  a  grain  of  the  extract  of  belladonna  with  one-half  a 
grain  sulph.  of  zinc,  3  times  a  day,  to  a  child  five  or  six  years 
old,  steadily  increasing  the  amount  till,  at  the  end  of  three 
weeks,  the  patient  shall  take  four  to  six  grains  belladonna,  with 
twice  as  much  sulphate  of  zinc,  daily. — The  leaves  of  the  chest- 
nut tree,  in  infusion,  were  announced,  two  years  ago,  in  New 
York,  as  a  powerful  remedy  for  the  same  disease,  and  for  other 
spasmodic  coughs.     But  we  believe  they  are  already  forgotten.- 
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New  Disinfectant. — An  article,  known  as  the  *'  Ridgewood 
Disinfecting  Powder"  and  named  from  the  chemical  works  at 
Harlem,  N.  Y.,  where  it  is  manufactured,, has  been  introduced 
recently  in  the  Eastern  hospitals,  as  a  disinfectant  and  deodorizer. 
It  is  highly  recommended  by  a  number  of  surgeons,  among 
whom  are  Dr.  Paul  B.  Goddard,  of  Philadelphia,  andDr.  Thos. 
Antisell,  who  is  well  known  to  many  of  our  readers  as  a  former 
resident  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  It  is  composed  of  carbolic  acid, 
(an  impure  creasote),  sesqui-chloride  of  iron,  magnesian-lime,  ful- 
ler's earth  and  charcoal.  In  a  report  made  on  the  subject  to 
the  N.  Y.  Academy  of  Medicine,  by  Dr.  John  H,  Griscom,  the 
result  of  an  experiment  is  stated,  in  which  the  bodies  of  two 
dogs  were  placed  near  each  other,  in  very  hot  weather,  one  of 
which  was  covered  with  the  powder.  In  five  days  the  unpro- 
tected body  was  dissolved  by  putrefaction  into  an  intolerably 
offensive  mass,  whilst  the  other  body  was  well  preserved,  and 
emitted  no  perceptible  odor.  Two  or  three  pounds  of  the 
powder  was  then  thrown  on  the  putrid  mass,  and  the  report  af- 
firms that  "it  is  not  too  strong  an  expression  to  say,  that  the 
subsidence  of  the  effluvium  was  immediate  and  total." — Our 
steamships  for  passengers  should  carry  a  supply  of  this  article. 

Disease  on  the  Panama  Steamers. — An  unusual  amount 
of  serious  sickness  has  occurred  lately  on  the  Panama  steamers 
arriving  at  this  port.  The  typhoid  tendency  prevails.  From  the 
opposition  boat "  America,"  a  large  number  of  cases  were 
landed, and  also  from  the  "  Golden  City,"  more  recently.  Cases 
of  measles  passing  into  spotted  fever  were  brought  to  St. 
Mary's  Hospital  from  the  latter.  These  ships  were  overcrowded 
to  a  criminal  extent.  The  passage  from  New  York  to  Cali- 
fornia is  decidedly  hazardous,  at  present,  under  these  circum- 
stances. 

Eastern  Medical  Schools.— The  medical  schools  of  the  At- 
lantic States,  which  languished  after  the  outbreak  of  the  war, 
appear  to  have  resumed  their  pristine  proportions.  The  Uni- 
versity and  the  Jefferson,  in  Philadelphia,  had   each  between 
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four  and  five  hundred  students  through  the  winter.  The  Boston 
school  had  213  matriculants — a  larger  class  than  ever  before. 
There  is  not  a  single  medical  school  in  existence  in  the  rebel 
States,  nor  a  single  medical  journal  published  in  that  section  of 
the  country. 

Death  op  Dr.  Robert  P.  Thomas. — We  observe  with  sor- 
row the  death  of  this  gentleman  noted  in  the  Philadelphia  Med. 
and  Surg.  Reporter.  He  was  the  editor  of  the  last  edition  of 
Ellis^s  Formulary,  a  notice  of  which  is  in  the  present  number  of 
the  Press.  A  singular  mortality  has  attended  this  work,  Ellis, 
its  author,  and  Morton  and  Thomas,  successively  its  editors, 
having  passed  away  in  the  prime  of  life. 

Whisky  for  Food,  Drink  and  Physic. — Forty  years  ago 
the  use  of  alcoholic  drinks  was  almost  universal,  both  as  a  pro- 
phylactic and  a  remedy.  When  the  public  mind  in  America 
was  directed  to  the  physical  and  moral  evils  resulting  from 
their  use,  a  revulsion  took  place,  and  physicians  generally  con- 
curred in  abolishing  them  in  health,  and  employing  them  spar- 
ingly in  sickness.  Within  the  last  fifteen  years  the  tide  is  re- 
versed, and  alcohol  again  reigns  in  therapeutics.  To  England 
is  mainly  due  this  counter-revolution.  Certain  London  doctors, 
finding  the  atmosphere  of  that  city  too  much  de-oxygenized  and 
vitiated  for  their  lungs,  recognized  in  their  wonted  brandy  an 
admirable  substitute  for  respiratory  oxygen.  It  was  soon  dis- 
covered that  alcohol  was  digested  and  converted  into  flesh  and 
blood,  and  that  it  has  no  equal  in  restoiing  the  waste  of  the 
system.  And  now  that  the  lancet  is  abolished  and  the  general 
asthenic  character  of  disease  maintained,  alcohol  steps  aloft 
into  its  ancient  niche  and  is  again  the  "  water  of  life."  New 
York  hastens  to  imitate  London,  and  the  doctors  of  Gotham 
inaugurate  the  reign  of  whisky,  which  is  now  pretty  well 
established  again  in  and  out  of  the  profession.  Even  clergy- 
men here,  in  California,  go  about  recommending  "  whisky  and 
cream  !"  Verily,  if  whisky  has  the  virtues  ascribed  to  it  by  the 
therapeutics  of  1864,  we  have  no  need  of  the  Panacea  of  Para- 
celsus. But  we  fear  that  the  patronage  given  it  by  the  faculty 
will  destroy  twenty  lives  where  the  medicine  saves  one.     h.  g. 
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Effect  of  Locality  on  Asthma. — We  are  cognizant  of  a 
case  of  asthma  in  this  city  which  illustrates,  in  a  remarka- 
ble manner,  the  influence  of  locality  on  that  disorder.  A  mar- 
ried lady,  who  had  resided  in  Philadelphia,  where  she  sujffered 
greatly  with  asthma,  which  resisted  all  treatment,  came  to  Cal- 
ifornia nearly  seven  years  ago,  and  for  six  years  after  her  arri- 
val was  entirely  free  from  the  symptoms.  During  this  period 
she  resided  in  Mission  street.  She  then  moved  into  Natoma 
street,  not  more  than  200  yards  from  her  former  residence. 
Here  she  was  seized  with  her  old  complaint,  which  she  ascribed 
to  inhaling  dust  from  the  feathers  of  a  pillow  which  she  had 
been  cleansing.  The  attack  was  preceded,  as  it  always  is,  by 
itching  of  the  back.  She  suffered  severely  for  several  months, 
falling  in  weight  from  140  to  95  lbs.  She  then  went  to  Santa 
Clara,  where  she  remained  ten  days,  entirely  well,  but  return- 
ing to  her  house  in  Natoma  street,  for  the  purpose  of  preparing 
to  remove  permanently  to  Santa  Clara,  she  was  seized  within 
twenty-four  hours,  and  subsequently  had  the  most  violent  par- 
oxysms, two  of  which  lasted  30  hours  each,  without  remission. 
Returning  to  Santa  Clara  she  was  again  relieved,  and  remained 
there  three  months,  in  good  health,  gaining  26  pounds  in  weight. 
She  next  returned  to  San  Francisco,  and  made  her  home  in 
Sansome  street.  Continuing  free  from  disease  for  three  weeks, 
she  concluded  to  try  the  residence  in  Natoma  street.  She  went 
to  bed  wel],  and  highly  pleased  to  be  in  her  old  home.  But 
almost  immediately  the  disease  seized  upon  her,  and  she  had  no 
rest.  She  continued  to  suffer  for  a  week,  and  then  went  to  the 
hotel  in  Sansome  street,  where  she  experienced  entire  relief, 
and  remained  six  weeks  in  comfort.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
she  removed  to  a  boarding-hou,se  in  Market  street,  where  the 
disease  recurred,  but  in  a  milder  form.  It  may  be  well  to  add, 
that  all  the  localities  mentioned  are  in  the  flat  portion  of  the 
city,  not  far  from  the  bay.  Sansome  street  is  nearer  the  hilly 
section,  but  the  Mission  Street  House,  where  the  lady  was  al- 
ways well,  and  the  residence  in  Natoma  street,  where  she  was 
always  sick,  are  in  similar  locations,  and  in  a  district  reputed 
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by  some  to  be  malarious, — After  using  almost  every  conceivable 
remedy,  she  has  found  most  benefit  from  the  burning  of  Sera" 
monium  leaves,  saturated  with  the  nitrous  solution  and  dried. 
The  leaves,  thus  prepared,  act  as  a  hygrometer,  and  show  the 
Natoma  street  house  to  be  damp. 

We  may  remark  further,  that  the  Stramonium  is  making  its 
way  into  California,  following  the  course  of  commerce,  and  may 
be  found  occasionally  on  roadsides  and  waste  places,  which  are 
its  natural  habitat.  Not  many  years  will  elapse  before  there 
will  be  enough  of  it  on  our  soil  to  fumigate  all  the  asthmatics 
in  Christendom. 

The  Datura  tatula,  which  is  regarded  by  modern  botanists 
as  a  variety  of  the  D.  Stramonium,  has  been  tried  recently  by 
Dr.  Yeagh  of  Dublin,  who  pronounces  it  far  superior.  It  was 
introduced  by  him  from  Malta,  where  it  has  great  celebrity.  He 
says  it  is  "  more  antispasmodic,  and  less  narcotic,  and  rarely 
causes  headache,  or  leaves  any  unpleasant  dryness  of  the  fauces 
or  sense  of  constriction  in  the  pharynx,  as  the  stramonium  so 
constantly  does."  ;  h.  g. 

^  Death  from  Chloeoform.-j^A  death  which  took  place  a 
fhonth  ago  in  this  city,  attribiited  to  chloroform  administered 
by  a  Dentist,  has  been  the  subject  of  many  erroneous  state- 
ments. The  facts,  as  we  gather  them  from  the  best  authority, 
are  these  ;,  Mrs. ,  a  native  of  California,  of  highly  ner- 
vous temperament,  was  placed  in  the  operating  chair  to  have  a 
tooth  extracted.  She  was  in  great  dread  of  the  instruments, 
and  whilst  much  excited  from  this  cause,  the  chloroform  was 
administered,  by  holding  the  napkin  above  and  near  the  nos- 
trils. She  had  some  difficulty  in  managing  the  respiration,  and, 
after  inhaling  it  imperfectly  a  short  time,  complained  that  she 
could  not  take  it,  and  seized  the  hand  of  the  operator,  remov- 
ing it  from  her  face.  Without  using  the  chloroform  any  longer, 
her  hands  were  held  by  an  assistant,  and  the  tooth  extracted 
without  difficulty.  Immediately  after  the  withdrawal  of  the 
forceps  from  her  mouth,  her  jaws  were  clinched  and  her  head 
thrown  back,  by  spasmodic  contraction  of  the  muscles.     The 
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breathing  was  arrested,  the  face  grew  livid  and  deatli  rapidly  en- 
sued. The  immediate  cause  of  death  appears  to  have  been  apnoea, 
from  the  spasmodic  closure  of  the  glottis  or  larynx.  The  mas- 
seter,  respiratory  and  spinal  muscles,  and  also  the  flexors  of  the 
extremities,  continued  in  a  state  of  tonic  spasm  till  relaxed  by 
death.  We  are  satisfied  that  there  was  no  mismanagement  of 
the  chloroform  in  this  case — unless  to  use  it  at  all  be  misman- 
agement. There  is  quite  as  much  reason  to  allege  that  it  was 
not  pushed  far  enough,  as  that  it  was  pushed  too  far.  Possibly 
a  longer  inhalation  would  have  carried  the  patient  safely  be- 
yond the  range  of  spasm,  and  into  the  tranquil  region  of  anes- 
thesia. There  was  no  disease  of^  the,  heart  or  other  organs  to 
discourage  the  use  of  the  agent. 

We  believe  chloroform  has  been  used  on  this  coast,  since  the 
American  occupation,  to  the  general  exclusion  of  its  congen- 
ers, in  Surgery,  Practice  and  Dentistry.  This  is  the  first  fatal 
case  in  Dentistry  that  has  come  to  our  knowledge.  Several 
years  since  two  deaths  occurred  in  Sacramento  from  its  surgical 
use.  Rumor  tells  of  some  others,  but  we  have  no  authority  for 
stating  them.  In  our  own  practice  we  have  employed  ether 
almost  exclusively.  For  twelve  years  we  have  resorted  to  it 
habitually  in  the  various  forms  of  Eclampsia,  especially  puer- 
peral, and  with  the  most  gratifying  results — seldom,  however, 
subjecting  the  patient  to  its  full  influence.  h.  G. 

Should  Physicians  Attend  by  Contract?— This  subject 
is  attracting  attention  in  some  quarters.  In  England  it  is 
largely  discussed  in  the  medical  journals,  and  many  physicians 
favor  the  afl&rmative.  It  is  proposed  to  dispense  with  the  fee 
system.,  and  pay  the  doctor  so  much  per  annum,  to  include  all 
ordinary  service,  and  a  fee  to  be  paid  for  extraordinary  service. 
Ordinary  service  is  defined  to  include  periodical  visits  and  gen- 
eral attention  to  the  health,  of  the  patient,  and  extraordinary 
service  to  apply  to  immediate  calls,  accidents,  and  so  on.  The 
N.  Y.  Medical  Times  favors  the  plan,  and  says  it  has  been 
adopted  by  a  number  of  physicians  in  New  York,  especially  by 
the  Germans.     We  believe  it  prevails  to  a  considerable  extent 
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among  the  German  physicians  in  San  Francisco.  There  is  a 
certain  description  of  persons  with  whom  it  might  be  employed, 
with  great  advantage  to  the  practitioner,  viz.,  those  who,  not 
being  absolutely  poor,  contrive  to  extort  professional  service 
without  compensation.  There  are  many  individuals  and  heads 
of  families  in  moderate  circumstances,  in  this  city,  whose  regu- 
lar system  is  to  steal  from  physicians,  in  this  mean  way.  Sucli 
knavish  people  do  not  even  pay  by  thanks  or  gratitude.  Many 
of  them  have  a  trick  of  growling  at  your  charges  or  censuring 
your  treatment,  so  as  to  provoke  you  to  hard  words,  which  they 
resen-Uby  setting  you  at  defiance  and  bidding  you  travel  to  an  un- 
comfortably warm  locality.  They  run  the  round  from  one  doc- 
tor to  another,  paying  none  and  insulting  all.  Others,  with 
more  adroitness,  will  "  call  and  pay  you,''  and  this  promise  they 
make  as  often  as  you  present  your  bill,  taking  care,  however, 
not  to  call.  For  these  sponges  the  contract  system  might  an- 
swer ;  or  there  should  be  a  black  list,  containing  the  names  of 
all  such,  and  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  entire  faculty. 

An  Advertising  Nuisance. — The  Philadelphia  Med.  and 
Surg.  Reporter  condemns  the  practice  current  among  publishers, 
of  binding  up  their  catalogues  as  a  portion,  of  the  books  issued 
by  them.  It  objects  to  the  fraudulent  enlargement  of  the  vol- 
ume, and  to  the  repulsive  aspect  of  a  catalogue  in  whity  brown 
paper,  with  which  every  medical  book  is  disfigured.  We  concur. 

Mortality  among  Hospital  Physicians. — Five  members  of 
the  resident  medical  staff  of  Bellevue  Hospital,  City  of  New 
York,  have  paid  the  forfeit  of  their  lives,  and  ten  more 
have  barely  escaped  death,  since  the  1st  of  May  last,  from  fever ^ 
contracted  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  to  the  patients  in 
that  institution.  The  Medical  Times  charges  the  mischief  to 
imperfect  ventilation. 

Hard  Drill  for  Army  Surgeons. — The  title  M.  D.,  U.  S. 
A.,  is  appreciating  in  value.     An  Army  Medical  Board  which 
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sat  lately  in  New  York,  examined  forty-two  candidates,  of  whom 
six  withdrew  quietly,  six  were  non-graduates,  and  therefore  not 
eligible,  three  were  rejected  for  physical  disqualifications,  six- 
teen for  professional  disqualifications,  four  were  found  qualified 
as  surgeons  and  six  as  assistant  surgeons. 

Female  Doctors. — The  British  census  of  1861  gives  13  fe- 
male "  Doctors,"  2  female  bone-setters,  17  female  dentists,  and 
1  female  astronomer.  We  have  nearly  as  many  females  in  San 
Francisco  who  style  themselves  "  Doctors,"  some  of  whom  are 
regular  graduates  of  the  Eastern  schools.  But  in  bone-setters, 
dentists  and  astronomers  in  crinoline  we  are  entirely  deficient — 
unless,  in  regard  to  the  last,  fortune-tellers  be  referred  to.  h.  g. 

Bourbon  Whisky  for  Medicinal  Use. — We  refer  our  read- 
ers to  the  letter  of  Valentine  Mott,  Willard  Parker,  and  other 
distinguished  medical  gentlemen  of  New  York  City,  and  the 
Circular  of  W.  T.  Cutter  accompanying,  published  in  our  jour- 
nal. Mr.  Cutter,  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  has  made  large  shipments 
to  this  State,  with  the  view  of  introducing  the  pure  article  of 
Bourbon  Whisky,  through  the  medical  faculty  and  druggists,  to 
the  sick. —We  have,  been  furnished  with  a  sample  of  the  article 
by  Mr.  Cutter,  put  up  in  bottles,  under  seal.  We  think  our 
druggists  should  keep  a  supply  of  this  article  on  hand,  that, 
when  wanted  in  the  sick  room,  physicians  will  know  where  to 
procure  it.  The  confidence  reposed  in  Mr.  Cutter  by  the  medi- 
cal gentlemen  whose  names  are  appended  to  the  letter  referred 
to,  is  a  sufficient  qualification,  if  the  article  itself  was  not  pre- 
sent, for  us  to  recommend  Mr.  C.  to  the  medical  faculty  and  the 
druggists  of  California.  ,  r.  b.  c. 
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On  Asthma  :    Its  Pathology  and  Tkeatment.     By  Henry 

Hyde  Salter,  M.  D.,  F.R.S.,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College 

of  Physicians,  Assistant  Physician  in  Chariog  Hospital,  &c. 

8vo.  pp.  260.     Philadelphia  :  Blanchard  &  Lea.     1864. 

This  is  undoubtedly  the  most  complete,  lucid  and  practical 
treatise  extant  on  the  subject  of  Asthma,  the  result,  as  the 
author  informs  us,  of  many  years'  close  attention.  He  sets  out 
with  an  inquiry  into  the  tenability  of  the  several  theories  of 
the  disease,  premising  that  the  name  is  often  misapplied- — that 
the  disease  is  characterized  by  wheezing,  orthopnoea,  deficient 
oxygenation,  repetition  of  attacks,  periodicity,  and  peculiar  na- 
ture of  exciting  causes.  The  theory  of  a  peccant,  irritating 
humor  in  the  air  tubes,  that  which  connects  it  with  bronchitis, 
that  of  poison  in  the  blood,  and  that  which  refers  it  to  spasm 
or  paralysis  of  the  muscles  concerned  in  respiration,  are  seve- 
rally disposed  of,  and  the  following  conclusions  sustained  : 

That  Asthma  is,  essentially,  and  with,  perhaps,  the  exception 
of  a  single  class  of  cases,  exclusively  a  nervous  disease,  the 
nervous  system  being  the  seat  of  the  essential  pathological  con- 
dition. 

That  the  phenomena  of  Asthma  depend,  immediately,  on  a 
spastic  contraction  of  the  organic  or  unstriped  muscle,  known 
to  exist  in  the  bronchial  tubes. 

That  the  true  phenomena  are  those  of  excito-motory  or  reflex 
action. 

That,  in  a  large  number  of  cases,  the  pneumogastric  nerve, 
both  in  its  gastric  and  pulmonary  portions,  is  the  seat  of  the 
disease,  while  sometimes  the  pulmonary  portion  alone  is  in- 
volved. 

That  other  portions  of  the  nervous  system  are  involved, 
in  many  cases. 
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Tliat  the  source  of  irritation  is  sometimes  central — in  the 
brain — and  the  action,  though  excito-motory,  not  reflex ;  and, 
in  some  other  cases,  the  exciting  cause  appears  to  be  humoral, 
-or  in  the  blood. 

The  author  supports  his  last  position  by  referring  to  those 
cases  which  are  excited  by  some  one  article  of  diet,  coffee,  for 
instance,  or  one  particular  kind  of  wine  after  dinner.  The 
offending  substance,  he  thinks,  enters  the  blood,  and  thus  ex- 
cites the  asthmatic  paroxysm,  by  coming  in  contact  with  the 
lungs.  On  this  point,  however,  he  appears  to  have  some 
doubts,  which  we  cordially  share  with  him.  Irritation  of  the 
stomach  is  sufficient  cause. 

Four  forms  of  obstruction  of  the  bronchial  tubes  are  enumer- 
ated, of  which  the  fourth  alone  is  capable  of  producing  Asthma : 

1.  By  a  plug  of  tenacious  mucus  partly  closing  the  passage. 

2.  By  congestive  or  inflammatory  thickening  of  the  mucous 
membrane. 

3.  By  plastic  exudation,  thrown  out  into  the  submucous 
areolar  tissue  whilst  the  bronchitis  was  severe,  and  which  has 
undergone  subsequent  slow  contractions,  in  the  same  way  as  in 
oesophageal  or  urethral  stricture. 

4.  Asthma. — Bj  contraction  of  the  circularly  disposed  organic 
muscle,  which  exists  in  the  bronchial  wall. 

This  last  is  spasmodic  stricture,  the  other  three  are  not ;  the 
first  is  no  stricture  of  the  tube  at  all ;  and  the  second  and  third 
are  inflammatory  strictures ;  the  second,  recent,  vascular  and 
mucous ;  the  third,  old,  fibrous  and  submucous.  In  all  these 
ways  the  column  of  air  in  a  bronchial  tube  may  be  constricted, 
and  the  tube  converted  into  a  musical  instrument;  thus  the 
seat  of  a  sound  that  will  be  sonorous  or  sibilant  rhonchus,  of 
high  or  low  pitch,  according  as  the  tube  is  large  or  small. 

The  sibilus  depending  on  a  plug  of  mucus  sticking  to  the 
side  of  the  tube,  is  generally,  (always  ultimately)  relieved  by 
coughing. 

Inflammatory  tumidity  of  the  mucous  membrane  can  never 
be  dissociated  from  the  symptoms  of  existing  bronchitis,  and  the 
sibilus  arising  from  it,  is  not  in  transient  appearance  and  dis- 
appearance ;  the  sibilus  of  asthma,  however,  may  come  one 
minute,  and  the  next  be  gone,  and  is  ever  changing. 

The  sibilus  arising  from  the  contraction  of  plastic  exudation 
thrown  around  the  tube  is,  of  course,  unvarying  and  irremedia- 
ble. 
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It  is,  perhaps,  a  prevailing  idea  in  the  profession,  that  asth- 
ma is  very  generally  associated  with,  if  not  dependent  on, 
organic  disease  of  the  lungs  or  heart.  But  a  large  number  of 
cases,  our  author  appears  to  think  the  majority,  are  entirely 
independent  of  such  lesions.  As  regards  this  form  of  the  dis- 
ease, to  use  his  own  words,  asthma  has  no  abiding,  no  organic 
cause,  but  is  compatible,  as  far  as  our  means  of  scrutiny  go, 
with  perfect  anatomical  integrity  of  every  viscus  of  the  body, 
and  perfect  health  between  the  paroxysms. 

But,  he  continues,  muscular  contraction  of  the  bronchial 
tubes,  giving  inse  to  dyspnoea  of  the  asthmatic  type,  is  very  com- 
mon as  a  direct  result  of  asthmatic  disease.  In  these  cases 
the  organic  lesion  itself  is  the  exciting  cause  of  the  spasm,  and 
the  cause  being  in  its  nature  abiding,  the  resulting  asthma  is, 
in  a  great  degree,  the  same.  As  contrasted  with  idiopathic  asth- 
ma the  paroxysms  are  more  frequent,  of  easy  induction  at  any 
time,  the  remissions  between  the  attacks  imperfect,  and  the 
health  in  the  intervals  permanently  marked  by  the  signs  of  the 
organic  disease. 

It  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  a  disease  of  such  violence, 
and  involving  organs  so  important,  should  not  occasionally 
prove  fatal.  Dr.  Salter  never  saw  a  case  of  death  from  the 
paroxysm.  Death  generally  occurs  from  organic  changes  pro- 
duced in  the  heart  and  lungs.  One  of  the  consequences  of  the 
disease  is  a  permanent  constriction  of  the  bronchial  tubes,  from 
thickenino-  of  the  muscular  and  mucous  tissues. 

Asthma,  he  observes,  may  go  on  for  a  long  time  without 
affecting  the  heart,  even  when  the  attacks  are  very  severe ;  it 
is  only  when  the  dyspnoea  remains  in  the  intervals,  that  changes 
in  this  organ  take  place.  He  does  not,  therefore,  agree  with 
Dr.  Todd,  who  considers  dilatation  of  the  right  ventricle  diag- 
nostic of  asthma,  and  presses  his  finger  beneath  the  ensiform 
cartilage,  for  the  detection  of  the  consequent  change  of  posi- 
tion of  the  heart-beat,  before  pronouncing  a  patient  asthma- 
tic. 

Emphysema,  the  effect,  rather  than  the  cause  of  asthma,  our . 
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author  pronounces  to  be  the  component  of  all  morbid  changes 
that  asthma  tends  to  produce  : 

'^  I  should  saj  it  was  extremely  rare  to  find  the  lungs  of  those 
who  have  long  suffered  from  asthma  entirely  free  from  emphy- 
sematous inflation.  The  best  examples  of  emphysema  that  I 
have  ever  seen  have  been  in  the  post-mortem  examination  of 
chronic  asthma. 

"  Adopting  that  view  of  emphysema  so  ably  advocated  by  Dr. 
Gairdner — that  it  is  essentially  a  compensatory  dilatation,  and 
implies  the  neighbourhood  of  non-expansible  lung — I  believe 
the  mechanism  of  the  production  of  emphysema  by  asthma  to  be 
as  follows  :  The  bronchial  spasm  shuts  off  the  air;  the  shutting 
off  the  air  produces  capillary  stasis — partial  asphyxia;  the  con- 
gested vessels  relieve  themselves  by  the  characteristic  mucous 
exudation  ;  the  continued  occlusion  of  the  bronchial  tubes,  if 
the  spasm  does  not  yield,  shuts  up  this  mucus,  and  prevents  its 
escape,  and  at  the  same  time  by  barring  the  access  of  air,  pre- 
vents efficient  cough  ;  so  long  as  the  spasm  lasts,  therefore,  its 
escape  is  doubly  prevented — by  direct  obstruction,  and  by  the 
want  of  the  natural  machinery  for  its  expulsion.  The  tubes 
affected  by  the  asthmatic  contraction  thus  become  obstructed  in 
a  twofold  way — at  first  narrowed  by  spasm,  and  then  complete- 
ly occluded  b}"  mucous  infarction.  As  long  as  the  spasm  lasts 
the  escape  of  the  mucus  is  impossible.  In  the  meantime,  what- 
ever may  have  been  the  length  of  the  attack  (and  we  know 
that  it  often  lasts  for  days),  the  inspiratory  muscles  are  making 
the  most  violent  efforts  to  fill  the  chest,  and  are,  in  fact,  keep- 
ing it  in  a  state  of  extreme  distention. 

#  -Sf  -x-  *  ^ 

"  The  lobules  whose  bronchise  are  occluded  cannot  yield  to 
the  distending  force  of  the  inspiratory  muscles  :  the  whole  dis- 
tension of  inspiration  is,  therefore,  spent  on  those  portions  of  the 
lungs  whose  communication  with  the  external  air  is  free ;  the  open 
lobules  have  to  expand  for  themselves  and  their  occluded  neigh- 
bours, and  undergo  an  excessive  inflation  in  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  lung  that  is  non-expansible — in  other  words,  become 
emphysematous.  If  we  consider  how  complete  the  occlusion 
must  be  by  this  double  process  of  spasm  and  infarction,  how  pro- 
tracted asthma  often  is,  and  how  violent  are  the  inspiratory 
efforts  that  characterize  it,  I  do  not  think  that  we  shall  wonder 
at  any  amount  of  emphysema  that  is  thereby  produced,  nor  at 
its  being  one  of  the  commonest  organic  changes  to  which  asth- 
ma gives  rise. 
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"  It  will  be  seen,  if  the  account  I  have  just  given  is  correct, 
that  asthma  produces  emphysema  just  in  the  same  way  that 
bronchitis  does.  The  two  processes  are  essentially  identical. 
In  the  one  case,  the  bronchial  tubes  are  narrowed  by  inflamma- 
tory thickening  of  their  walls  and  occluded  by  inflammatory 
exudation  (muco-pus) ;  in  the  other,  they  are  narrowed  by 
spasmodic  contraction  and  occluded  by  the  exudation  of  conges- 
tion (viscid  mucus).  The  only  diff'erence  is,  that  the  narrow- 
ing and  occlusion  of  bronchitis  are  generally  of  longer  duration 
than  those  of  asthma." 

Our  limits  forbid  us  to  dwell  more  largely  on  this  interesting 

portion  of  the   subject,  and  we  must  hasten  forward   to  the 

treatment. 

"  The  first  thing  to  be  done,  on  being  called  to  a  patient  in  a 
paroxysm  of  asthma,  is  to  ascertain  if  there  is  any  exciting 
cause  actually  present  and  in  operation,  and  if  so,  to  remove  it. 
An  undigested  meal,  or  a  full  rectum,  may,  as  peripheral  irri- 
tants, produce  bronchial  spasm  ;  the  one,  I  think,  through  the 
pneumogastric  nerve,  the  other  through  the  sympathetic  ; 
and  thus  an  emetic  which  relieves  the  one,  and  an  enema  (or 
any  other  means)  which  evacuates  the  other,  may  put  a  stop 
to  the  attack.  Ascertain,  too,  that  it  is  not  in  the  air  that  he 
is  breathing,  if  there  is  a  hay-field  near,  or  ipecacuanha  pow- 
der in  the  room,  or  dust,  or  smoke  ;  and  if  so,  let  his  removal 
be  the  first  step  taken.  Is  it  in  the  local  peculiarities  of  the 
atmosphere  ?  Then  get  him  away  at  once ;  never  mind  how 
difficult  it  is  to  move  him ;  very  likely  before  he  has  gone  a 
mile  or  two  he  will  be  quite  well :  all  treatment  will  be  power- 
less as  long  as  he  is  under  the  influence  of  the  injurious  air. 

"  Let  your  first  care  be  to  place  your  patient  in  a  favourable 
position :  get  him  out  of  bed,  bolster  him  up  in  an  arm-chair, 
and  place  before  him  a  table  of  convenient  height,  with  a  pil- 
low on  it,  on  which  he  may  rest  his  elbows,  and  throw  him- 
self forward.  It  is  quite  surprising  how  much  comfort 
this  little  act  will  give  him.  If  he  is  too  bad  to  sit,  the  same 
arrangements  must  be  made  for  him  in  a  standing  posture.  As 
to  the  remedies  to  be  employed,  there  are  no  suggestions  equal 
to  those  to  be  derived  from  the  patient's  own  experience,  when 
he  has  acquired  any." 

Our  author  attaches  great  importance  to  certain  remedies  of 
the  class  which  he  calls  direct  depressants,  or  contra  stimulants 
— the  vascular  sedatives  of  some  writers.     The   influence  of 
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these  medicines  over  the  asthmatic  condition  is  singular  and 
powerful.  No  matter  how  intense  the  spasm  may  have  been, 
he  remarks,  the  moment  sensations  of  collapse  are  felt,  it  yields, 
the  respiration  becomes  free,  and  the  patient  passes  from  agony 
to  ease. 

'•  The  three  drugs  of  this  class,  with  whose  use  in  asthma  I  am 
most  familiar,  are  ipecacuanha,  tartar-emetic  and  tobacco.  No 
doubt  they  all  act  in  the  same  way, — by  lowering  innervation, 
depressing  nervous  vitality  or  irritability,  or  whatever  else  we 
may  call  it,  and  enfeebling  the  contraction  of  the  bronchial 
muscle,  just  as  they  weaken  the  heart's  action,  relax  the  con- 
striction of  hernia,  or  relieve  urethral  stricture,  or  the  spasm  of 
colic.  Of  the  tliree,  I  should  say  ipecacuanha  is  the  most  man- 
ageable, and  entails  the  least  suffering,  while  tobacco  is  the 
most  speedy  and  effectual.  The  nausea  and  collapse  from  anti- 
mony are  long  and  tedious. 

''  The  effect  of  tobacco  is  the  same  as  ipecacuanha.  In  those 
who  have  not  established  a  tolerance  of  it,  its  use  is  soon  fol- 
lowed by  a  well-known  condition  of  collapse,  much  resembling 
sea-sickness  ;  vertigo,  loss  of  power  in  the  limbs,  a  sense  of 
deadly  faintness,  coldness,  cold  sweat,  inability  to  speak  or 
think,  nausea  and  vomiting.  The  moment  this  condition  can  be 
induced,  the  asthma  ceases,  as  if  stopped  by  a  charm.  It  is  the 
danger  of  deadly  and  protracted  collapse,  from  over-dosing,  that 
makes  one  so  unwilling  to  employ  tobacco.'' 

Under  the  head  of  Sedatives,  the  author  regards  chloroform 
as  one  of  the  most  valuable  remedies  for  asthma  that  we  possess. 

"  The  inhalation  puts  a  stop  to  the  asthmatic  paroxysm  more 
speedily,  and  more  certainly,  than  anything  else  I  know.  Even 
when  complicated  with  bronchitis,  if  carefully  administered,  it 
will  remove  the  asthmatic  element  of  the  dyspnoea.  Like  other 
remedies,  it  is  most  saccessful  when  employed  early ;  for,  if 
the  spasm  has  existed  for  any  time,  it  is  apt  to  recur  as  soon  as 
the  influence  of  the  chloroform  has  passed  off.  It  should  always 
be  given  gradually  and  cautiously,  and  ought  never  to  be  trusted 
to  the  patient  himself." 

Coffee,  as  a  stimulant,  the  author  thinks,  will  relieve  two- 
thirds  of  the  cases  in  which  it  is  tried.  It  should  be  given  as 
hot  and  strong  as  possible.  Alcohol,  also,  very  strong  and 
\ery  hot,  will  sometimes  succeed,  when  all  other  remedies  have 
failed.     But  its  habitual  use  as  a  beverage  is  hurtful.     Opium 
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and  ether  have  seldom  done  good  in  his  hands.  Stramonium 
is  much  better,  and  may  be  given  in  tincture,  or  the  herb  or 
seeds  may  be  smoked  like  tobacco.  Lobelia  is  not  placed  very 
high  in  the  scale  of  value. 

The  common  remedy  of  nitre-paper  is  justly  esteemed  by  the 
writer,  who  regards  it  as  efficacious  in  proportion  to  the  purity 
of  the  asthma,  and  of  but  little  use  when  the  attack  is  compli-, 
Gated  with  bronchitis.  Any  thick,  bibulous  paper  will  answer. 
It  should  be  soaked  in  a  strong  solution  of  nitre,  ana  dried, 
and  burnt  on  a  dish  at  the  bedside.  We  apprehend  that  no 
practitioner  who  has  tried  this  remedy,  simple  as  it  appears, 
and  theoretically  unpromising,  will  fail  to  bear  testimony^  in  its 
favor.  It  is  proposed  to  infuse  the  stramonium  in  the  solution, 
or  to  saturate  the  dried  leaves  of  the  herb  in  the  nitrous  solu- 
tion, in  place  of  the  paper.  We  have  tried  this  plan,  but  not 
to  a  sufficient  extent  to  pronounce  on  its  merits. 

An  excellent  chapter  on  the  dietetic  relations  of  asthma 
winds  up  with  the  following  summary  : 

The  tendency  of  food  to  produce  asthma  is  greatly  increased 
by  the  state  of  sleep.  Therefore  the  patient  should  never  go 
to  bed  with  food  in  his  stomach. 

After  his  long  fast,  he  should  breakfast  early  and  heartily. 

His  food  should  be  nutritious,  so  as  never  to  distend  the 
stomach  by  its  bulk.     It  should  be  simple  and  plain. 

Certain  articles  known  to  be  injurious  should  be  sedulously 
avoided. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  chapters  in  the  book  relates  to 
the  influence  of  locality  on  the  disease,  and  is  summed  up  in  the 
following  conclusions,  which,  if  not  entirely  new  to  our  readers, 
will  be  found  worthy  of  perusal  and  study  : 

1.  That  residence  in  one  locality  will  cure,  radically  and 
permanently  cure,  asthma,  resisting  all  treatment  in  another  lo- 
cality. 

2.  That  the  localities  that  are  the  most  beneficial  to  the 
largest  number  of  cases  are  large,  populous  and  smoky  cities. 

3.  That  this  effect  of  locality  depends  probably  on  tbe  air. 

4.  That  the  worse  the  air  for  the  general  health,  the  better, 
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as  a  rule,  for  asthma  ;  thus  the  worst  parts  of  the  cities  are  the 
best,  and  conversely. 

5.  That  this  is  not  always  the  case,  the  very  reverse  being 
sometimes  so — a  city  air  not  being  tolerated,  and  an  open  pure 
air  effecting  a  cure. 

6.  That  there  is  no  end  of  the  apparent  caprice  of  asthma  in 
this  respect,  the  most  varying  and  opposite  airs  unaccountably 
curing. 

7.  That,  consequently,  it  is  impossible  to  predict  what  will 
be  the  effect  of  any  given  air,  but  that  probably  the  most  op- 
posite to  that  in  which  the  asthma  seems  worse,  will  cure. 

8.  That  some  of  these  differences  determining  the  presence 
or  cure  of  asthma  appear  to  be  of  the  slightest  possible  kind, 
arbitrary  and  inscrutable. 

9.  That  the  mere  conditions  of  locality  appear  to  be  ade- 
quate to  the  production  of  asthma,  in  a  person  whose  disposi- 
tion to  it  was  never  before  suspected,  and  who  probably  would 
never  have  had  it  had  he  not  gone  to  such  a  locality. 

10.  That,  consequently,  many  healthy  persons,  who  never  have 
had  asthma  and  never  may,  probably  would  be  asthmatics  if 
their  life  had  been  cast  in  other  localities. 

11.  That  possibly  there  is  no  case  of  asthma  that  might  not 
be  cured  if  the  right  air  could  only  be  found. 

12.  That  the  disposition  is  not  eradicated,  but  merely  suspend- 
ed, and  immediately  shows  itself  on  a  recurrence  to  the  orig- 
inal injurious  air. 

13.  That  change  of  air,  as  change,  is  prejudicial. 

14.  That,  from  the  caprice  of  asthma,  the  constancy  of  the 
results  in  any  given  case  is  often  dei'anged. 

The  book  concludes  with  a  tabulated  view  of  forty-four  cases, 
which  is,  of  itself,  an  excellent  and  instructive  study ;  but  we 
have  already  devoted  more  space  to  the  subject  than  is  consis- 
tent with  the  design  of  our  journal.  The  reader  who  wishes  to 
post  himself  on  this  common  and  distressing  form  of  disease 
will  get  the  work  and  examine  it  for  himself.  It  may  be  had 
of  Roman  &  Co.,  San  Francisco.  h.  g. 
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The  Medical  Formulaey  :  Being  a  Collection  of  Prescrip- 
tions, &c. — with  Dietetic  Preparations  and  Antidotes  for 
Poisons,  &c.,  &c.  Eleventh  Edition,  revised  and  much  ex- 
tended. By  Robert  P.  Thomas,  M.  D.,  Prof.  Mat.  Med.  in 
Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy.  8vo.  pp.  341.  Phila- 
delphia: Blanchard  &  Lea.  1864.  Roman  &  Co.,  San 
Francisco. 

This  is  the  well-known  Formulary  of  Ellis,  of  which  the  la- 
mented Morton  was  once  the  editor.  Bj  successive  accretions 
it  has  grown  to  a  magnitude  and  importance,  compared  with 
which  the  original  was  a  nursery  toy.  Many  of  the  prescrip- 
tions, it  is  true,  are  mere  matters  of  curiosity,  not  likely  to  be 
used  except  by  the  practitioners  who  have  contrived  them ;  but 
they  are,  nevertheless,  suggestive,  and  also  useful,  as  illustrat- 
ing medical  practice  in  various  countries.  Were  we  disposed  to 
criticise,  we  should  object  to  the  classification,  which  is,  in  some 
respects,  rather  obsolete.  There  is  no  department  for  Seda- 
tives, and  hydrocyanic  acid  has,  therefore,  its  primary  place 
among  Expectorants,  veratrum  viride  among  Emetics,  for  which 
purpose  it  is  never  employed,  and  aconite  among  Diaphoretics. 
Chloric  ether,  assafoetida,  strychnia  and  propylamin  are  ranked 
as  Narcotics,  which,  we  think,  is  doing  violence  to  these  drugs. 
We  hope  Dr.  Thomas,  in  his  next  edition,  will  adapt  the  book 
to  more  modern  views  of  classification. 

Not  the  least  important  chapter  in  the  volume  before  us  is 
that  on  Dietetics.  Professor  Rush  used  to  tell  his  class  in  the 
University  ot  Pennsylvania,  that  every  man  should  spend  a 
month  or  two  in  the  kitchen  before  engaging  in  the  practice  of 
Medicine.  It  were  well  for  society  if  physicians  in  general  had 
a  better  knowledge  of  the  art  of  preparing  food  for  the  sick 
chamber.  We  have  known  experienced  and  reputable  practi- 
tioners who  could  not  give  instructions  for  making  beef-tea  or 
wine-whey.  Not  unfrequently  the  life  of  the  patient  depends 
on  the  cook  more  than  the  apothecary,  and  requires  skill  in  the 
preparation  of  a  dish.  Every  medical  man  should  know  how 
to  prepare  the  articles  he  directs,  and  he  should  be  capable  of 
judging  of  them  when  prepared. 
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There  is  another  reason  why  this  book,  or  an  equivalent  to 
it,  should  be  in  the  hands  of  every  medical  practitioner  ;  and  we 
are  glad  of  the  opportunity  to  mention  it.  In  writing  pre- 
scriptions, it  is  obvious  that  the  names  of  medicines  should  be 
put  in  Latin,  and  that  the  proper  officinal  name  should  always 
be  employed.  Custom  requires  the  genitive  case  after  the  sym- 
bolic heading,  which,  though  formerly  an  invocation  to  Jupiter, 
is  now  read  as  the  initial  of  Recipe,  retaining,  however,  the 
cloven  foot.  We  should  much  prefer  that  the  genitive  were 
abolished,  and  the  nominative  substituted.  But  as  that  cannot 
be,  the  only  alternative  is  to  write  the  genitive  correctly.  This 
is  done  by  a  small  proportion  of  physicians.  The  prescriptions 
of  men,  very  clever  otherwise,  are  often  a  perfect  jumble  of 
English  and  Latin,  of  nominatives  and  genitives,  of  obsolete 
and  recent  names,  over  which  the  apothecary's  boy  will  laugh 
as  he  mingles  the  ingredients.  Besides,  chemical  and  scientific 
nomenclature  is  almost  set  at  naught.  Morphia,  Morphine,  Sul- 
phate of  Morphia,  all  mean  the  same  thing ;  and  the  like  con- 
fusion maintains  in  regard  to  the  other  alkaloids. 

Now,  it  is  easy  to  correct  all  this,  or  at  least  to  conceal  one's 
ignorance  of  nomenclature  and  terminology,  in  general,  by 
keeping  under  the  eye  a  volume  such  as  Ellis^s  Formulary , 
in  which  the  correct  names  of  all  medicines  may  be  found,  in 
full,  and  in  the  genitive  case.  For,  though  abbreviated  names 
may  be  used  in  many  instances,  it  is  well  enough  that  the 
writer  should  know  what  his  abbreviations  stand  for.  It  is 
also  desirable  that  one  name,  and  no  other,  be  always  given  to 
the  same  article.  In  looking  over  a  file  of  prescriptions,  writ- 
ten by  a  score  or  two  of  physicians,  we  find  the  following 
terms  all  applied  to  the  Hydrarg.  Chlor.  Mite,  viz :  Cal.  ppt.,  Cab, 
Subchlor.  hydrarg., Bi-chlor.  hydrarg..  Pro to-chlor. hydrarg.  The 
same  looseness  appears  in  regard  to  other  medicines,  and  it  is 
entirely  indefensible,  when  we  have  a  national  standard  of 
nomenclature  of  such  ready  access.  h.  g. 


Circular  to  Pliysicians  and  Others, 


LouisviT.LE,  Ky.,  Jan.  1st,  1862. 
The  undersigned  respectfully  calls  the  attention  of  the  Medical  Faculty  of 
the  United  States  to  the  following  correspondence  between  a  number  of  the 
most  respectable  and  influential  physicians  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn,  and 
the  writer.  AVM.  T.  CUTTER,  Jr. 

New  York,  May  1st,  1861. 

Mk.  Wm.  T.  Cutter,  Jr.,  Louisville,  Ky Dear  Sir :  The  great  diffi- 
culty experienced  in  procuring  brandy  sufficiently  pure  for  medicinal  pur- 
poses, has  induced  many  of  the  phy.ticians  of  this  vicinity  to  adopt  Bourbon 
"Whisky  as  a  substitute,  both  in  the  Hospitals  and  private  practice  ;  and,  since 
the  latter  has  come  mto  such  general  use,  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  a 
great  deal  now  sold  is  of  very  inferior  quality. 

Presuming  that  your  residence  in  the  vicinity  of  the  manufacturers  of  Whis- 
ky ill  Kentucky,  as  well  as  your  skill  as  a  Chemist,  will  enable  you  to  select 
a  reliable  article,  and  having  full  confidence  in  your  integrity,  we  are  led  to 
enquire  whether  you  will  not  aid  us  in  having  this  market  supplied,  through 
an  agency,  with  the  best  quality  of  Pure  Old  Bourbon  Whisky  for  the  use  of 
the  sick.  We  arc  very  respectfully,  sir,  yours  truly, 

VALENTINE  MOTT,  FRANCIS  11.  IIAISIILTON. 

AVlLLAiiD  PARKER,  M.  D.,  DEWITl'  C.  ENOS,  M.  L>., 

JO.  C.  KITCIIILIN,  M.  D,  R.  OGDEN    DOREMUS,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Chemistry. 
AUSTIN  FLINT,  M.D.,  E.  N.  CHAPMAN,  M.  D.,  Brooklyn, 

U.  L.  MITCHELL,  M.  D..  JAMES  R.  WOOD,  M.  D., 

W.   C.  P.  I3AYLIS,    Pharmaceutist,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Louisville,  Ky.,  July  31st,  1861. 
Doctors  Valentine  V?ott,  Willard  Parker  and  Others. —  Gentlemen: 
Your  letter  of  May  1st  has  been  received.  In  accordance  with  your  wishes, 
I  have  made  arrangements  to  supply  your  city  and  viciniry  with  a  pure  article 
of  copper  distilled  Bourbon  Whisky,  which  I  trust  Avill  fully  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  your  letter.  All  orders  addressed  to  Mr.  John  M.  Carter,  (late 
Druggist  and  Apothecary  of  this  city)  now  of  New  York,  186  Washington 
street,  will  be  promptly  attended  to.  Thanking  you  for  your  kind  expressions 
of  confidence,  &c.,  I  remain,  very  respectfully,  yours  truly, 

W.s'.T.  CUTTER,  Jx. 


W.  T.  Cutter  offers  the  above  named  article  For  ;:£ale  by  the  c-ase,  put  up  in 
bottles,  at  No.  1 1 1  California  Street,  where  he  will  be  pleased  to  receive  Drug- 
gists and  other  parties  interested. 
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Cases  of  Ship  Eever. 

BY  J.   F.   MORSE,   M.  D.,     PROFESSOR  THEORY   AND  PRACTICE   IV    MEDICAL   DEPARTMENT 

UNIVERSITY   OP    THE  PACIFIC. 

The  following  cases  of  Continued,  or  Ship  Fever,  which  have 
been  recently  treated  in  the  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  possess  some 
points  of  interest  in  their  uniformity  of  type,  which  make  them 
worthy  of  special  record. 

The  first  case  was  James  Heard,  set.  33,  nervo-bilious  tempera- 
ment ;  taken  sick  on  the  steamer  America,  on  her  passage  from 
Panama  ;  admitted  on  the  15th  of  March,  1864,  about  ten  days 
from  the  time  of  attack. 

Upon  his  admission  he  had  the  following  general  symptoms  : 
He  was  partially  delirious,  very  deaf,  eyes  congested,  face  flushed, 
general  uneasiness,  in  somnolent  ;  pulse  rather  full,  110  per  min- 
ute ;  tongue  and  teeth  incrusted  with  sordes,  tongue  black  and 
parched  ;  his  bowels  regular  ;  abdomen  soft,  and  his  entire  body 
covered  with  petechial  eruption,  the  skin  beiDg  hot  and  dry. 

Ordered  a  cathartic  of  citrate  of  magnesia,  his  body  to  be 
sponged  off  with  tepid  water  ;  to  be  given  ice-water  and  broth. 
The  operation  of  the  cathartic  was  followed  with  a  reduction  in 
the  force  and  frequency  of  pulse  and  a  slight  diminution  of  the 
sordes.  Ordered  camphor  water,  in  tablespoonful  doses,  every 
two  hours.  This  he  continued  for  a  couple  of  days,  when  the 
pulse  manifested  a  little  renewed  fullness,  and  the  spiritus  minde- 
reri  was  substituted  in  tablespoonful  doses  everj  three  hours.  With 
surface-sponging,  the  free  use  of  tapioca  gruel  and  nutritious  broths; 
and  the  last  named  medicine,  his  case  seemed  to  very  gradually 
amend,  and  consequently  no  change  was  made  for  six  days,  nor 
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until  he  manifested  an  approaching  subsultus  tendinum  and  mut- 
tering delirium,  when  wine,  quinine  and  apamonia  were  success- 
fully ordered.  On  the  31st  of  March  he  had  so  far  recovered  as  to 
complain  of  hunger,  and  sat  for  awhile  bolstered  up  in  bed.  The 
petechial  eruption  did  not  disappear  until  after  the  2tth  day,  and 
the  deafness  was  still  more  sluggish  in  its  abatement. 

On  the  same  day,  Mary  Geary,  set.  18,  English,  single,  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  Hospital.  She  was  taken  ill  a  few  days  after 
leaving  the  steamer  St.  Louis.  When  admitted,  she  complained  of 
a  terrible  pain  in  the  head  ;  the  face  was  flushed  ;  there  was  con- 
junctival engorgement  ;  almost  complete  deafness  ;  pulse  100, 
hard  and  irregular  ;  the  tongue  black  and  dry  ;  the  bowels  consti- 
pated ;  abdomen  tumid  and  tender  upon  pressure  ;  frequent  and 
imperfect  attempts  at  micturition,  and  the  chest  and  abdomen 
literally  discolored  with  petechise. 

Ordered  a  black  draught  ;  flannel  cloths,  wrung  out  of  equal 
parts  of  turpentine  and  olive  oil,  to  be  applied  as  hot  as  could  be 
borne  to  the  abdomen,  and  an  enema  of  turpentine,  castor  oil  and 
yolks  of  eggs.  Ihe  medicine  did  not  operate,  and  the  next  day 
was  repeated  with  the  enema.  The  abdomen  was  distended  and 
tympanitic,  and  she  complained  bitterly  of  pains  in  the  epigas- 
trium and  over  the  region  of  the  bladder.  The  skin  was  quite 
moist.  Her  groans,  outcries  and  restlessness  were  a  source  of 
disturbance  to  other  patients.  The  ensuing  day  the  bowels  and 
bladder  were  fully  relieved,  and  a  general  amendment  manifest. 
She  was  now  put  upon  the  spiritus  mindereri,  and  continued  to 
improve.  On  the  26th  she  sat  up.  The  petechias  and  deafness 
were  the  last  indications  of  the  disease  that  abated,  and  in  their 
manifestation  were  singularly  identical  with  the  preceding  case. 

On  the  16th,  Margaret  Logan  was  admitted.  She  was  26  years 
old,  Irish,  nervo-bilious  temperament ;  was  taken  sick  on  the  steam- 
er America.  Her  general  symptoms  were  similar  to  the  other  cases, 
in  so  far  as  deafness,  restlessness,  expression  of  pain,  general 
delirium,  suffering  and  eruption  were  concerned.  The  phenomenon 
which  particulary  distinguished  her  case,  was  a  gastro-enteritic 
irritability.  She  was  almost  continually  vomiting  an  abundance 
of  frothy,  mucous  matter,  and  her  bowels  were  almost  as  frequently 
moving. 
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Ordered  mustard  poultice  to  epigastrium  and  a  phosphatic  mix- 
ture, as  follows  : 

R,  Phosphat.  calcis  gr.  xv  ;  Tr.  Opii  (Sydenham)  3j.  pulv.  g.  acaciae  3j  ; 
Syr.  simp,  gss;  aq.  ilor.  aurant.  giiis.  To  be  shaken  and  given,  a  teaspoon- 
ful  every  hour,  till  relieved. 

The  next  day  she  was  much  better,  and,  without  any  peculiar 
changes,  she  commenced  and  continued  gradually  to  improve,  un- 
til the  sixth  day,  when  the  submaxillary  and  parotid  glands  of  the 
left  side  became  violently  inflamed,  swelling  with  great  rapidity 
and  inflicting  the  severest  suffering,  until  suppuration  and  evacua- 
tion came  to  her  relief.  This  complication  retarded  her  conval- 
escence, but  by  the  first  of  April  she  could  sit  up  in  bed  and  take 
food  with  a  good  relish. 

Miss  Kate    K ,  Irish,  set.  45  ;  nervo-bilious  temperament  ; 

admitted  March  21,  1864  ;  was  taken  sick  on  the  steamer  St.  Louis  ; 
the  same  symptoms,  including  a  universal  manifestation  of  the 
petechial  eruption  were  present,  as  in  the  other  cases  detailed,  the 
only  distinguishing  characteristics  of  her  case,  being  a  g-reater 
deafness  and  very  great  tremulousness  of  the  inferior  maxilla 
and  upper  extremities,  with  a  large  eschar  upon  the  right  gluteal 
region.  To  this  patient  the  camphor-water  was  given  for  many 
days,  with  excellent  results,  and  finally  a  small  quantity  of  quinine 
and  carbonate  of  ammonia.  Convalescence  in  her  case  is  slower, 
but  she  is  now.  May  9th,  1864,  able  to  sit  up  in  bed  ;  has  a  vig- 
orous appetite,  and  feels  like  ranking  with  the  well. 

Miss  Mary  Pendegrast,  Irish,  set.  2t  ;  was  taken  sick  on  the 
America  ;  entered  the  hospital  on  the  10th  April.  Characterized 
by  the  same  petechial  eruption  and  deafness,  and  only  distinguished 
from  the  others  by  paroxysms  of  hysteria.  Treatment  same  ;  con- 
valescence rapid. 

Mrs.  H ,  get.  25,  English  ;  was  taken  sick  just  after  leaving 

the  America  ;  entered  the  hospital  on  the  8th  April,  with  the  same 
symptoms  in  manifestation.  Treatment  the  same  ;  convalescence 
more  gradual. 

Mrs.  B.  R ,  {Bt.  50  ;  sister  to  Miss  K ;  had  visited  her 

sister  daily  ;  was  of  a  nervo-melancholic  temperament,  and  on  the 
5th  of  April  she  was  admitted  to  the  hospital,  rapidly  developing, 
in  severe  form,  the  symptoms  which  marked  the  other  cases.  In 
this  last  case  there  was  ,great  depression  of  spirits  from  the  begin- 
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ning  ;  an  early  and  intensified  deafness  and  a  delirium  and  jac- 
titation, with  speedily  developed  coma,  followed  by  death  on  the 
12th  inst.,  ensuing. 

The  most  interesting  practical  features  of  these  cases  arise  from 
their  direct  connection  with  that  form  of  Ship  Malaria  which  in- 
duces a  low  manifestation  of  continued  fever,  also  from  the  great 
uniformity  of  the  symptoms  which  mark  the  development  and  pro- 
gress of  the  cases,  and  the  ease  with  which  they  were,  with  one 
exception,  conducted  by  very  simple  hygienic  and  remedial  treat- 
ment into  a  state  of  convalescence. 

The  whole  treatment  consisted  in  a  well  regulated  temperature, 
sponge  bathing,  cool  drinks,  nutritious  diet,  simple  purgatives,  a 
solution  of  the  acetate  of  ammonia,  or  camphor-water,  a  little  qui- 
nine and  ammonia,  enemata,  terebinthinate  or  emollient  fomenta- 
tions or  poultices. 

The  fact  that  a  visiting  sister  of  one  of  the  patients  was  seized 
with  the  same  disease,  would  seem  to  suggest  that  the  malady 
was  contagious.  But  the  explanation  of  this  phenomenon  could 
be  quite  rationally  traced  to  the  peculiar  temperament  of  the  sub- 
ject. She  was  old,  despondent  in  her  solicitude,  with  a  maxillary 
and  lingual  tremulousness  that  sometimes  made  her  articulation 
indistinct  and  difficult.  She  was  in  a  condition  in  which  the  de- 
fenses of  vitality  were  too  feeble  to  resist  the  aggression  of  any 
malady  that  was  capable  of  being  communicated.  None  of  the  at- 
tendants or  patients  contiguous  to  them  were  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree affected,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  group  of  invalids 
whose  uniformity  of  symptoms  referred  so  conclusively  to  a  spe- 
cific cause  as  the  foregoing. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  malady  was  induced  by  that  kind 
of  Ship  Malaria  which  results  from  an  overcrowding  of  the  illy 
ventilated  steerages  of  steamships  and  sailing  vessels. 

San  Francisco,  May,  1864. 


Death  of  Dr.  Ware. — We  are  truly  sorry  to  part  with 
this  excellent  man — eminent  as  a  physician,  a  writer  and  a 
teacher.  He  died  suddenly,  at  his  home  in  Boston,  on  the  29th 
of  May,  at  the  age  of  68  years,  and,  to  the  end  of  a  long  and 
useful  life,  actively  engaged  in  professional  duty. 
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Influence  of  the  Dead  Embryo  on  the  Uterus  and  Maternal  Organism. 

BY   H.    GIBBONS,    M.    D. 

Mrs.  a ,  aet.  27,  native  of  Ireland,  but  a  resident  of  Mas- 
sachusetts till  two  years  ago,  when  she  came  to  California. 
Constitution  vigorous  and  health  good.  Primipara.  Three  days 
before  the  computed  termination  of  gestation,  a  fire  broke  out 
in  the  night,  threatening  the  destruction  of  her  place  of  abode, 
and  causing  her  much  alarm.  Besides,  she  exerted  herself  in 
removing  furniture.  But  no  unpleasant  consequences  appeared, 
and  she  continued  to  feel  frequent  motions  of  the  child,  as  she 
supposed,  till,  on  the  2nd  of  June,  eleven  days  after  the  occur- 
rence, she  had  slight  abdominal  pains  in  the  evening  and  through 
the  night. 

June  3rd.  9  A.  M.  Made  my  first  visit.  Pains  slight  and  tran- 
sient, and  at  remote  intervals.  An  examination  in  the  evening 
disclosed  no  indication  of  labor.  Uterus  high  in  pelvis,  and  no 
dilatation  of  the  os.  Sulph.  Morph.  gr.  ss.  procured  some  com- 
fortable sleep. 

June  4th.  The  pains  continued  trivial.  No  expulsive  efforts^ 
Os  slightly  dilated.  Anodyne  repeated  at  bed-time,  with  but 
little  effect.  Pains  harassing,  and  at  intervals  of  5  to  10 
minutes. 

June  5th.  9  a.  m.  Found  the  bag  of  waters  near  the  vulva  but 
slightly  distended,  and  breaking  on  the  touch.  No  ofiensive  odor 
was  perceptible,  and  no  question  arose  as  to  the  embryo 
being  alive.  The  head  was  still  high  in  the  pelvis,  the  protu- 
berance being  two  inches  or  more  from  the  os  externum.  The 
OS  uteri  was  dilated  to  the  diameter  of  about  two  inches.  Pains 
regular,  but  brief  and  inefficient. 

Evening. — Labor  slowly  progressing.  Caput  succedaneum 
distinctly  formed,  and  an  inch  from  the  external  plane.  Pa- 
tient^s  pulse  excited  aud  head  painful.  Took  twenty  ounces  of 
blood  from  the  arm,  with  great  relief.  She  slept  some  after- 
wards, and  suffered  but  little. 

June  6th.  9  a.  m.  Slight  advance,  but  head  not  free  from 
the  uterus.  Pains  annoying  and  inefficient,  and  not  character- 
istic of  true  labor.     Interval,s  long.     General  condition  good 
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and  no  unpleasant  symptoms.  The  patient  complaining  of 
want  of  sleep,  I  was  induced  to  give  one  grain  of  sulph.  morph., 
which  produced  comfortable  sleep  through  the  day,  with  entire 
cessation  of  pain.  At  7  p.  m.  she  aroused,  much  refreshed,  and 
I  then  found  the  vertex  presenting  at  the  external  opening, 
and  labor  progressing  satisfactorily.  The  uterus  had  been  at 
work  silently,  as  in  the  case  of  anaesthetic  inhalations.  Forc- 
ing pains  now  supervened,  for  the  first  time,  and  the  head  was 
slowly  delivered,  occupyiug  nearly  an  hour  in  the  transit. 
The  shoulders  remained  high  in  the  pelvis,  and  came  down 
very  slowly,  notwithstanding  considerable  traction  by  the  neck 
— the  child  now  proving  to  be  dead.  With  much  exertion  and 
delay,  I  succeeded  in  getting  my  finger  in  the  arm-pit,  and 
even  then  the  shoulders  were  brought  down  with  difficulty,  and 
very  slowly.  As  soon  as  they  emerged,  there  came  a  gush  of 
excessively  fetid  gas,  with  a  quantity  of  what  appeared  to  be 
fecal  liquid.  The  body  and  hips  were  extricated  in  the  same 
slow  and  gradual  manner,  the  uterus  appearing  to  exert  no  ex- 
pulsive force.  Hemorrhage  ensued,  with  alarming  prostration, 
which  was  perceptibly  aggravated  when  the  patient  was  ap- 
prized of  the  death  of  the  child.  Under  the  influence  of  brandy 
and  ergot,  followed  by  carb.  ammonia,  she  soon  revived,  and 
I  left  her,  two  hours  after  delivery,  doing  well. 

The  discoloration  and  incipient  decomposition  of  the  embryo 
indicated  that  death  had  occurred  two  weeks  before  delivery, 
at  the  time  of  the  fire.  The  sensations  of  the  mother  were  of 
course  fallacious,  which  is  nothing  uncommon.  I  suppose  the 
gas  and  offensive  matter  above  described,  had  been  forced  from 
the  intestines  of  the  child  by  the  pressure  of  the  uterus. 

This  case  occurred  during  my  temporary  residence  in  the 
country,  and  in  a  location  which  rendered  it  inconvenient  to 
procure  professional  aid,  and  I  was  at  the  time  laboring  under 
an  incipient  anthrax  on  the  neck,  which  rendered  me  unfit  for 
duty.  Otherwise,  it  is  possible  I  should  have  resorted  to  the 
forceps.  But  there  appeared  no  absolute  need  of  interference 
by  instruments.  As  soon  as  my  patient  was  put  to  bed,  the 
danger  of  hemorrhage  being  past,  I  hastened  home  to  my  own 
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"bed,  from  which  I  scarcely  rose  for  more  than  a  week  :  having 
left  strict  directions,  however,  that  information  should  be  im- 
mediately sent  me  in  case  of  any  mishap  or  difficulty.  There 
was  nothing  in  the  patient's  condition  to  create  apprehension 
in  my  mind.  Much  less  did  I  anticipate  that  it  would  prove 
the  most  unfortunate  and  mortifying  case  falling  to  my  lot  in 
thirty-five  years  of  professional  life. 

2nd  and  3d  days  of  accouchment,  Mrs.  A reported  to  be 

doing  well. 

3d  day.  Keceived  a  message  that  she  had  severe  pain 
about  the  pudenda.  Eose  from  bed  and  rode  three  miles, 
in  much  suffering,  to  visit  her.  On  examination  found  the 
labia  swollen  and  irritated  by  the  urine,  which  was  passing  in- 
voluntarily. As  this  seemed  to  be  the  only  difficulty,  and  as 
temporary  paralysis  of  the  vesical  sphincter  is  no  rare  phenom- 
enon after  tedious  labor,  it  created  no  apprehension  on  my 
part.  Bowels  reported  to  have  been  opened.  Secretion  of 
milk  established.  General  symptoms  good.  No  fever.  Noth- 
ing in  her  condition  to  excite  attention,  except  the  local  inflam- 
mation. Prescribed  fomentations,  &c.,  and  left  instructions  to 
keep  me  apprized  of  her  situation. 

5th  day.     Received  a  message,  stating  that  Mrs.  A was 

attacked  with  severe  pain  in  the  stomach.  Being  unable  to 
leave  my  bed,  another  physician  whom  I  named  was  sent  for. 
He  visited  and  examined  her,  prescribing  for  the  pain,  which 
,  he  attributed  to  flatulence,  and  also  for  the  irritation  of  the 
vulva.  The  latter  difficulty  was  deemed  by  her  husband  so 
liiiimportani  that  the  application  ordered  for  it  was  not  sent 
for.     I  heard  nothing  further  from  the  case  till  the 

10th  day.     Mr.  A brought  me  an  alarming  account  of 

his  wife's  sufferings,  and  I  immediately  visited  her,  and  on  ex- 
amination, found,  to  my  dismay,  extensive  sloughing  of  the 
parts,  and  discharge  of  urine  and  faeces  per  vaginam  !  The 
sloughing  continued,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  till  the  18th 
day,  and  when  the  parts  were  finally  cicatrized,  there  remained 
extensive  communications    of    the  vagina  with    both  rectum 
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and  urethra.  In  fact,  the  urethra  was  almost  obliterated.  The 
faeces  continued  to  pass  through  the  vagina,  for  the  most  part, 
and  occasionally  by  the  natural  channel.  So  great  was  the 
destruction  of  tissue  as  to  preclude  all  prospect  of  relief  from 
surgery.  The  health  of  the  patient  was  not  restored  for  many 
months. 

Whether  the  presence  of  a  cadaver  in  an  incipient  state  of 
decomposition,  occasioned  the  torpor  of  the  uterus  in  this  case, 
and  whether  the  same  cause,  operating  on  the  system  at  large, 
induced  the  want  of  vitality  and  tendency  to  sphacelation  in 
the  vaginal  passage,  are  questions  for  consideration.  The  de- 
lay in  the  advanced  stage  of  labor  was  increased  by  a  slight  nar- 
rowing of  the  superior  strait,  impeding  the  passage  of  the 
shoulders  and  body,  rather  than  by  resistance  at  the  outlet  of 
the  pelvis,  involving  pressure  in  that  region.  I  have  seen,  1 
might  almost  say  hundreds  of  cases,  in  which  the  pressure  on 
the  vaginal  parietes  was  more  violent  and  more  protracted, 
without  any  such  calamitous  results.  Had  the  forceps  been 
employed,  suspicion  would  have  been  directed  towards  them  as 
the  source  of  the  mischief. 

LSince  the  above  was  in  type,  I  have  accidentally  met  with  the  husband  of 
Mrs.  A.,  who  informs  me  that  his  wife  has  recovered  almost  perfect  control  of 
the  bladder,  and  that  the  faeces  invariably  pass  per  vias  naturales.  When  the 
urine  distends  the  bladder  to  a  certain  extent,  she  is  warned  of  the  necessity 
of  discharging  it.  which  she  does  voluntarily.  She  frequently  passes  the  night 
without  urinating,  and  withoui.  the  escape  of  a  drop  of  urine.  I  have  not  had 
an  opportunity  of  examining  the  patient  for  myself. — After  her  recovery  from 
the  sloughing,  nearly  two  years  ago,  her  case  was  fully  inspected  by  Professors 
Cole,  Rowell  and  Bowie,  who  all  concurred  with  me  as  to  the  impossibility  of 
relief  by  an  operation.] 

Case  II.  Having  visited  this  patient  only  in  consultation,  I 
cannot  give  a  detailed  narrative  of  the  case. 

Mrs.  B ,  aet.  24,  native  of  England,  a  healthy,  robust, 

well-built  woman,  in  labor  with  her  first  child,  was  harassed 
for  two  or  three  days  with  inefficient  pains,  which  were  pal- 
liated by  anodynes  at  night.  On  account  of  head-symptoms, 
venesection  was  resorted  to.  According  to  her  statement,  the 
motions  of  the  child  had  been  quite  lively,  up  to  the  accession 
of  labor.     The  tumor  of  the  scalp,  which  is  supposed  to  be  im- 
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possible  without  life,  was  well  marked  ;  but  the  expulsive  ef- 
forts bore  no  proportion  to  the  pain,  and  after  a  sufficient  de- 
lay, delivery  was  accomplished  with  the  forceps,  without  diffi- 
culty. The  child  proved  to  be  dead,  and  so  macerated  that  the 
cuticle  peeled  off  on  handling.  The  post  partum  hemorrhage 
was  not  excessive.  A  few  days  afterwards,  a  severe  attack  of 
peritonitis  ensued,  with  much  abdominal  distension.  But  the 
disease  yielded  to  ordinary  treatment,  and  the  patient  was  re- 
covering kindly ;  when  about  ten  days  from  her  confinement, 
she  incautiously  rose  to  her  feet,  and,  while  combing  her  hair, 
was  seized  with  fainting,  followed  by  difficult  respiration  and 
great  general  distress.  The  symptoms  increased  rapidly,  and 
she  died  in  a  few  hours.     No  autopsy. 

This  case  would  undoubtedly  be  regarded  by  Professor  Meigs 
as  one  of  ''  heart-clot" — the  blood  stagnating  from  syncope, 
long  enough  to  coagulate  in  the  ventricles,  and  the  clot  produc- 
ing death  by  obstructing  the  course  of  the  circulation. 

Case  III.     Mrs.  C ,  get.  33,  primipara,  native  of  New 

England,  during  gestation  had  considerable  annoyance  at  times 
from  acidity  of  stomach  and  other  gastric  symptoms,  but  no 
serious  trouble.  As  she  approached  the  full  term,  pruritus  of  the 
vulva  occurred.  When  within  two  weeks  of  her  computed  time, 
she  was  attacked,  August  13th,  with  severe  pain  in  the  back 
of  the  head  and  neck,  after  eating  a  mess  of  corn  and  beans. 
The  pain  subsided  in  the  evening  without  treatment. 

August  14th.  4  A.  M.  Was  found  in  convulsions,  which 
passed  off  in  a  few  minutes,  but,  after  an  interval  of  partial 
consciousness,  returned  in  half  an  hour.  There  was  no  assign- 
able cause  for  the  attack.  The  bowels  and  bladder  had  been 
freely  evacuated  on  the  day  before,  and  the  discharge  of 
urine  was  rather  frequent.  Her  temperament  was  not  particu- 
larly nervous.  The  treatment  at  first  consisted  of  the  internal 
use  of  sulph.  morph.,  with  enemata  of  tine,  opii.,  and  ol.  tere- 
binth. The  skin  was  highly  intolerant  of  the  action  of  mustard, 
and  on  the  approach  of  consciousness,  there  was  violent  scratch- 
ing of  the  surface  of  the  body  and  extremities.  The  convulsive 
2 
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movements  were  controlled  finally  by  the  moderate  inhalation 
of  chloroform,  and  consciousness  was  perfectly  restored.  She 
then  rose  to  the  chair,  and  had  an  evacuation  from  the  bowels, 
and  also  from  the  bladder,  and  at  the  same  time  vomited  a  pul- 
taceous  mass  of  corn  and  beans,  which  apppeared  as  if  it  had 
been  squeezed  tightly  and  divested  of  liquid.  This  was  the 
first  intimation  of  the  probable  exciting  cause  of  the  attack, 
as  not  a  word  had  been  spoken  on  the  subject  of  corn  and  beans. 

But  the  fits  recurred  in  a  short  time,  and  continued  through 
the  day.  She  was  twice  bled  from  the  arm,  to  the  extent  of  30 
oz.  in  all.  At  each  bleeding  the  stomach  was  sickened.  All 
the  remedies  were  exhausted  except  chloroform,  by  which  the 
convulsive  paroxysms  were  finally  warded  off.  It  was  neces- 
sary to  keep  her  constantly  under  its  partial  influence,  care  be- 
ing exercised  to  withdraw  it  when  the  breathing  became  very 
stertorous.  No  signs  of  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri.  In  the  evening 
an  occasional  moaning  led  to  the  inference  of  uterine  pain ;  at 
the  same  time  a  vermicular  motion  of  the  uterus  was  percepti- 
ble on  the  application  of  the  hand  to  the  abdomen.  By  con- 
stant watching,  the  anesthetic  being  resorted  to  on  the  slight- 
est symptoms  of  recurring  eclampsia,  she  was  guided  along 
for  many  hours,  as  it  were,  between  life  and  death.  At  3  a.  m., 
on  the  15th,  the  orifice  of  the  uterus  began  to  dilate,  and  labor 
advanced  rapidly  and  was  completed  in  four  hours,  with  the 
aid  of  a  dose  of  ergot.  The  child  was  dead,  and  judging  from 
the  macerated  surface,  must  have  been  dead  at  least  four  or 
five  days.  According  to  her  statement,  she  had  felt  its  motion, 
to  an  annoying  extent,  three  days  before  delivery.  No  cause 
could  be  assigned  for  its  death,  unless  that  event  be  supposed 
to  have  taken  place  on  the  accession  of  eclampsia.  Eecovery 
was  rapid  and  unimpeded. 

Case  IV.    Mrs.  D ,  a3t.  24,  of  delicate  frame  and  nervous 

temperament.  Had  sulTered  uterine  trouble  for  some  years,  par- 
ticularly in  the  form  of  ulceration  of  the  os,  for  which  she  had 
been  treated.  In  her  first  accouchment  the  expulsive  action  of 
the  uterus  was  deficient,  and  she  was  delivered  by  the  forceps. 
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Her  physician  had  pronounced  it  impossible  for  pregnancy  to 
take  place  in  the  condition  of  the  os  uteri  which  followed.  She 
became  enceinte,  however,  and  when  five  months  advanced,  the 
movements  of  the  foetus,  without  any  known  cause,  ceased  en- 
tirely, and  in  one  week  afterwards,  she  was  seized  with  occa- 
sional abdominal  pains,  with  a  slight  show.  As  the  pains 
grew  troublesome,  they  were  alleviated  by  anodynes.  But  in  five 
days  from  their  onset,  they  became  so  violent  as  to  resist  opiates 
in  ordinary  doses.  The  muscular  movements  could  be  felt  by 
placing  the  hand  on  the  abdomen.  The  os  was  dilated  nearly 
to  the  size  of  the  finger,  but  there  was  no  pressure  against  the 
finger,  the  longitudinal  fibres  being  apparently  inert.  She 
took  camphor,  gr.  xvi,  op.  gr.  viij,  and  sulph.  morph.  gr.  j, 
in  the  form  of  pills,  in  the  course  of  six  hours,  without  any  sen- 
sible impression — so  violent  was  the  pain.  There  was  no  in- 
creased dilatation  of  the  os  uteri.  I  then  injected  one  grain 
sulph.  morph.  beneath  the  skin  of  the  abdomen,  and  gave  chlo- 
roform by  inhalation,  withdrawing  it  as  soon  as  the  indications 
of  suffering  ceased,  and  before  the  production  of  complete  uncon- 
sciousness. The  patient  was  kept  in  a  state  of  tolerable  comfort 
by  these  means,  the  inhalation  being  renewed  from  time  to  time, 
as  occasion  presented.  After  three  hours  of  this  treatment,  when 
she  had  enjoyed  several  refreshing  naps,  she  was  suddenly  aroused 
by  a  recurrence  of  extreme  pain,  which  resisted  the  influence  of 
the  chloroform.  Three  pains,  in  rapid  succession,  expelled  the 
foetus,  before  assistance  could  be  obtained.  The  embryo  indi- 
cated a  growth  of  between  5  and  6  months,  and  was  slightly 
macerated.  Some  hemorrhage  followed,  but  the  convalescence 
was  favorable. 

In  this  case,  I  would  remark,  the  idioscyncrasy  as  exhibited 
in  the  first  accouchment,  is  sufficient  to  explain  the  irregular 
uterine  action,  without  attributing  any  extraordinary  influence 
to  the  dead  foetus. 

When  we  contemplate  the  revolution  which  the  death  of  the 
foetus  inutero  must  accomplish,  not  only  as  regards  the  impor- 
tant viscus  which  encloses  and  nourishes  it,  and  the  entire  re- 
productive system,  but  in  the  whole  organism  of  the  mother,  the 
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only  wonder  is,  not  that  anomalous  and  abnormal  symptoms 
should  occur  in  some  cases,  but  that  in  so  many  instances  no  well 
marked  physiological  or  pathological  phenomena  ensue.  It  has 
been  said — "  the  womb  is  the  woman."  Even  when  unimpregna- 
ted,  its  influence  is  great,  especially  during  the  menstrual  moli- 
men.  At  the  moment  of  conception  the  maternal  organism  becomes 
possessed  of  a  dual  -life.  Its  vital  forces  are  directed  to  the 
development  of  the  new  being,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  those 
important  changes  in  the  parent  which  belong  to  gestation. 
The  normal  progress  of  these  movements  is  often  attended  with 
violent  disturbances.  Their  sudden  suspension  by  the  death  of 
the  embryo,  one  would  suppose,  could  not  be  endured  with  im- 
punity. When  the  vital  connection  of  the  womb  with  the  foetus 
is  broken,  and  the  latter  becomes  an  inert  and  an  extraneous 
mass,  what  if  the  muscular  fibres  of  the  uterus  be  untoned  or 
paralysed,  and  incapable  of  normal  expulsive  contractions? 
And  when  putrefaction  commences,  may  we  not  look  for  results 
still  more  grave  ? — results  developed  not  only  in  the  matrix, 
but  in  the  entire  being  of  the  mother,  whose  blood  is  poisoned 
and  whose  vitality  is  depressed. 

In  many  instances,  however,  the  uterus  ignores  the  presence 
of  a  dead  and  putrefying  foetus.  Take,  for  illustration,  the 
following  case  : 

Mrs.  E.,  a  stout,  musculor  woman,  pregnant  with  the  fourth 
child,  about  one  month  after  quickenino*,  ceased  to  feel  motion. 
No  cause  for  the  child's  death  could  be  assigned.  The  abdo- 
men ceased  to  enlarge,  but  the  lady  continued  to  enjoy  perfect 
health.  Within  a  few  weeks,  as  she  supposed,  of  the  natural 
period  of  gestation,  she  was  taken  with  labor  pains  and  slight 
hemorrhage,  together  with  faintness,  to  which  she  was  always 
subject  from  slight  causes.  On  examination, I  found  the  feetof 
an  embryo  projecting  from  the  os  uteri.  Putrefiction  was  so 
far  advanced  that  the  legs  parted  from  the  body,  with  very 
moderate  traction,  but  there  was  no  difficulty  in  completing  the 
delivery.  The  embryo  was  apparently  of  five  months'  growth, 
and  excessively  foetid.  The  uterus  contracted  firmly,  so  that 
no  hemorrhage  followed,  nor  other  bad  symptom,  and  convales- 
cence was  entirely  favorable. 
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I  will  conclude  these  notes  with  a  case  given  me  by  my  friend 
Dr.  Whitney,  of  this  city,  which  occurred  under  his  notice,  some 
years  ago,  in  Illinois  : 

Mrs.  F.,  after  8  years  of  rest  from  child-bearing,  enlarged  as 
if  pregnant,  though  she  would  not  believe  herself  so.  She  was 
seized  with  pain,  and  took  a  large  opiate  on  her  own  responsi- 
bility, which  entirely  relieved  her  from  suffering,  and  confirmed 
her  in  the  notion  that  she  was  not  enceinte.  Nearly  a  year 
passed  away  after  this  event,  the  abdomen  remaining  enlarged, 
but  her  health  good.  Towards  the  close  of  the  year  her  health 
began  to  fail,  and  a  fetid  discharge  appeared  from  the  vagina, 
in  which  were  discerned  the  hair  and  other  portions  of  a  de- 
composed foetus.  About  13  months  after  the  attack  of  pain 
mentioned  above,  she  was  delivered  of  the  greater  portion  of 
the  skeleton  of  the  child.  Between  tvfo  and  three  months  af- 
ter this,  she  had  a  tumor  in  the  left  iliac  fossa,  resulting  in  an 
abscess,  from  which  were  discharged,  together  with  pus,  some 
phalangeal  bones  and  other  fragments  of  the  foetus.  Subse- 
quently her  health  was  restored  and  so  continued. 


Case  of  Diffused  Traumatic  Aneurism  of  the'^Popliteal  Artery. 

BY    W     R.    CLUNESS,    A.  M.,    M.  D. 

S.  H.  Jackson,  set.  32,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  and  a 
school  teacher  by  occupation,  while  crossing  the  Plains  to  Cali- 
fornia, on  the  3d  day  of  June,  1863,  was  carrying  one  of  Colt's 
eight-inch  navy  revolvers  in  his  left  hand,  which  he  suddenly 
owered  to  his  side,  causing  the  accidental  discharge  of  the 
ball  into  his  leg,  about  two  inches  above  the  insertion  of  the 
outer  hamstring  muscle.  Immediately  on  receiving  the 
wound  he  fell,  the  limb  being  instantly  paralyzed,  and  was  car- 
ried to  camp  by  his  fellow  travelers,  where  he  received  the  at- 
tention of  the  physician  accompanying  the  train.  The  hemor- 
rhage being  slight,  a  simple  compress  and  roller  sufficed  to  - 
check  it,  and,  in  company  with  his  train,  he  proceeded  to  Fort 
Ruby,  where  he  consulted  the  resident  surgeon,  who  ordered 
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stimulating  liniments  with  friction.  The  leg,  however,  contin- 
ued to  swell,  with  stiffness  of  the  knee-joint,  until  about  the 
first  of  August  last,  when  he  arrived  in  Sacramento,  and  placed 
himself  under  my  care. 

The  limb  was  swollen,  of  a  white,  shining  appearance,  bent 
at  an  obtuse  angle  with  the  thigh,  and  was  of  a  temperature 
several  degrees  below  its  fellow  of  the  opposite  side.  The  foot 
was  oedematous,  and  almost  completely  paralyzed.  There  was 
no  perceptible  pulsation  in  either  the  anterior  or  posterior  ti- 
bial arteries.  The  pain,  as  complained  of  by  the  patient,  was 
of  "  a  cold,  dull  character,"  and  so  slight  that  he  believed  no 
consiaerable  amount  would  have  been  suffered  had  the  limb 
been  amputated  without  the  administration  of  an  anaesthetic. 

The  popliteal  region  was  occupied  by  a  large,  rapidly  increas- 
ing tumor,  extending  fully  three  inches  up  the  thigh,  and  down 
the  leg  to  within  three  inches  of  the  os  calcis.  Fluctuation  and 
pulsation  were  very  indistinctly  perceptible  over  the  whole 
region  occupied  by  the  tumor.  On  pressure  being  made  over 
the  femoral  artery,  no  apparent  diminution  or  change  in  the 
character  of  the  tumor  could  be  discerned. 

It  was  diagnosed  to  be  a  Diffuse  Traumatic  Aneurism  of  the 
Popliteal  Artery,  or  one  of  its  branches  ;  but  that  the  nature 
of  its  contents  might  be  more  positively  ascertained,  I  carefully 
inserted  the  exploring  canula  and  trocar,  which,  when  with- 
drawn, was  found,  to  my  gratification,  filled  with  dark  coagu- 
lated blood. 

On  the  20th  of  August,  assisted  by  Drs.  Morse  and  Logan, 
the  patient  was  chloroformized,  a  tourniquet  applied  over  the 
femoral  artery,  and  an  incision  made  between  the  two  heads  of 
the  gastrocnemius  muscle  eight  inches  in  length,  extending  up- 
wards about  two  inches  above  the  bend  of  the  knee-joint,  and 
downwards  the  whole  length  of  the  belly  of  the  muscle. 

On  thus  fully  exposing  the  tumor,  it  appeared  of  a  dark  mo- 
dena  color,  apparently  enveloped  in  a  thin,  delicate  membran- 
ous sac,  which,  however,  on  close  examination,  was  found  to 
consist  of  unabsorbed  fibres  of  the  surrounding  muscles  and 
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tissues.  The  tourniquet  was  now  tightened,  and  the  tumor 
freely  cut  into.  On  removing  about  two  quarts  of  coagulated 
blood,  occupying  a  space  corresponding  with  the  dimensions  of 
the  tumor  already  described,  a  wound  was  discovered  in  the 
popliteal  artery,  immediately  above  its  bifurcation.  On  relax- 
ing the  tourniquet,  the  wound  became  more  easily  discerned  by 
the  jutting  forth  of  the  crimson  contents  of  the  artery.  The 
popliteal  nerve  was  nowhere  to  be  found,  and  was  doubtless 
completely  carried  away  by  the  ball. 

Owing  to  the  precaution  taken  in  making  a  large  incision, 
and  also  the  great  absorption  of  the  tissues  and  muscles,  the 
arteries,  which,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  are  so  difficult  of 
access,  were  readily  ligated — the  popliteal  about  half  an  inch 
above,  and  the  anterior  and  posterior  tibials  about  an  inch  be- 
low the  wound. 

There  appearing  a  slight  hemorrhagic  tendency,  the  cavity 
occupied  by  the  tumor  was  filled  with  pieces  of  sponge,  satu- 
rated with  MonselFs  salt,  over  which  the  wound  was  closed 
with  adhesive  straps. 

On  the  seventh  day  after  the  operation,,  the  pieces  of  sponge 
became  detached  by  suppuration  and  were  removed,  and  their 
places  supplied  by  fresh  clean  pieces.  On  the  ninth  day,  one  of 
the  ligatures  was  removed  with  the  dressing,  and  on  the  tenth 
day  the  two  others  became  detached  in  the  same  manner. 

Until  this  period  the  patient's  health  continued  good,  but 
owing  to  the  great  drain  upon  the  system  arising  from  the  pro- 
fuse suppuration  which  ensued,  it  now  became  necessary  to  ad- 
minister tonics  and  stimulants.  Porter,  wine  and  bark  were 
freely  administered  with  a  happy  effect.  The  suppuration, 
however,  continued  profuse,  and  a  large  sinus  formed,  extend- 
ing to  the  OS  calcis,  from  which  large  quantities  of  healthy  pus 
would  be  discharged  by  the  wound  on  elevating  the  foot.  The 
patient,  however,  continued  to  do  well,  and  six  weeks  after  the 
operation  the  wound  had  almost  entirely  healed — three  small 
sinuses,  communicating  with  that  already  mentioned,  continu- 
ing to  discharge  until  about  the  middle  of  November,  when  the 
one  at  the  upper  angle  of  the  wound  alone  remained  pervious. 


4^ 
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On  the  first  of  December  the  wound  had  entirely  healed  in  its 
whole  length,  and  from  this  date  the  patient  improved  so  rap- 
dly  that,  on  the  22d  day  of  February,  he  commenced  teaching 
school.  On  the  28th  of  the  same  month  I  removed  the  ball 
from  the  lower  and  posterior  surface  of  the  external  malleolus, 
where  it  rested  firmly  against  the  astragalus.  This  wound  soon 
healed,  and,  as  I  write,  the  patient  informs  me  that  the  temper- 
ature of  the  foot  is  gradually  increasing,  the  oedema  almost 
entirely  abated,  and  that  he  is  now  able  to  walk  very  comfort- 
ably with  the  assistance  of  a  simple  cane.  The  leg  has  also 
become  straight,  and  the  patient  expresses  confidence  that,  in 
a  few  months,  it  will  become  nearly  as  useful  as  ever. 
Sacramento,  April  11th,  1864. 


Obstruction  of  Bowels. 

BY    D.    M.    HOFFMAN,    ASSISTANT    SURGEON    4tH   INFANTRY    CAL.  VOLS. 

Thomas -,  private  soldier,  Co.  G,   4th  Infantry  Cal.  Yds., 

aged  26  years,  native  of  Massachusetts,  was  reported  sick  on  the 
morning  of  February  21th,  1864.  Had  been  in  the  service  over 
two  years,  and  had  always  been  remarkably  healthy  and  robust. 
Never  had  been  sick  before,  except  now  and  then  slightly.  Up 
to  the  last  three  or  four  months  had  always  been  very  regular  in 
his  habits,  and  scrupulously  abstemious.  This  is  his  report  as 
well  as  that  of  his  comrade,  who  had  known  him  for  many  years. 
During  the  last  four  months,  he  had  been  very  irregular  ;  inebri- 
ated many  times  ;  several  times  so  drunk  as  to  sleep  out  in  the 
brush,  in  the  wet,  rain  and  cold  ;  seldom  eating  regularly,  and 
when  he  did  eat,  would  gorge  himself  with  the  heartiest  and  most 
indigestible  food — such  as  depraved  appetites  generally  crave. 
When  admitted  into  the  Hospital  he  complained  of  suffering  se- 
verely with  pain  in  the  abdomen.  The  pain  complained  of  w^as 
all  below  the  umbilicus,  and  a  little  to  the  left  side.  It  was  not 
spasmodic,  but  continuous.  The  patient  described  it  as  something 
tightening  every  breath.  Bowels  had  not  moved  since  the  day 
before  ;  and  then  a  very  small  stool  was  passed  with  some  strain- 
ing, but  no  particular  pain.     The  abdomen  was  flat  ;  about  the 
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seat  of  the  pain  soft,  and  natural  to  the  feel,  below  hard  and  rigid, 
as  if  the  contents  had  turned  into  gutta  percha,  or  some  like  sub- 
stance ;  not  tympanitic,  and  upon  percussion  emitted  a  dull 
sound,  but  rather  of  high  pitch,  as  if  gas  was  confined  beneath 
something  hard  ;  navel  sunken  and  retracted  downward  ;  recti 
muscles  so  contracted  as  to  cause  him  to  assume  and  keep  in  an 
emprosthotonic  position  ;  pain  not  much  increased  by  pressure  ; 
pulse  85  per  minute,  but  so  weak  and  feeble  as  to  be  scarcely 
perceptible  at  the  wrist  ;  tongue  shghtly  coated  ;  skin  moist,  and 
at  times  covered  with  a  clammy  sweat  ;  retching  continually, 
without  being  able  to  eject  anything  from  the  stomach  ;  counte- 
nance dull  and  anxious.  No  hernia  or  other  lesion  could  be  de- 
tected, except  the  one  above-mentioned,  by  a  careful  and  close  ex- 
amination. No  head  or  chest  symptoms  complained  of.  Eye 
clear  and  bright.  Respiration  natural.  As  I  could  not  diagnose 
anything  in  particular  in  this  case,  I  conjectured  a  twisting  or 
knotting  of  the  bowel  upon  itself,  somewhere  above  the  sigmoid 
flexure  ;  and  as  the  patient  had,  the  day  before,  taken  a  long 
horseback  ride  on  an  empty  stomach,  I  had  the  presumption  at 
least  in  my  favor, — as  I  think  it  quite  possible  for  this  to  occur 
or  be  produced  by  a  long,  violent  and  continuous  jamming  of  the 
intestines  upon  one  another,  particularly  when  empty  or  nearly 
so,  as  would  be  caused  by  the  galloping  of  a  horse. 

Accordingly  I  prescribed  sulph.  magn.  gjss.,  taken  at  once,  and 
applied  a  large  flax-seed  poultice  to  the  abdomen,  first  rubbing  the 
abdomen  with  sweet  oil  and  laudanum,  which  relieved  the  severe 
pain,  in  some  degree  ;  also,  used  the  oil  and  laudanum  mixture 
over  the  whole  surface  of  the  poultice.  Waited  four  hours  for  the 
salts  to  operate  ;  but  as  they  produced  no  effect,  and  had  not 
been  rejected  by  the  stomach,  I  ordered  copious  injections  of 
warm  water  and  molasses,  and  castor  oil  and  turpentine,  to  be 
given  every  half  hour.  These  came  away  almost  immediately,  al- 
though the  patient  made  strong  efforts  to  retain  them,  but  brought 
no  fecal  matter  away.  After  taking  the  third  injection  of  oil  and 
turpentine,  vomiting  returned,  and  the  contents  of  the  stomach 
were  violently  ejected,  accompanied  by  a  small  quantity  of  sterco- 
raceous  matter.  After  this,  the  patient  was  somewhat  easier,  but  as 
the  vomiting  continued  occasionally,  I  continued  the  injections,  and 
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gave  him  water  and  milk  by  the  mouth,  which  was  very  well  re- 
tained. At  4  p.  M.  gave  gtt.  |  Croton  oil,  calomel  grs.  x,  crea- 
sote  gtt.  J,  in  a  teaspoonful  of  syrup  of  rhubarb  :  it  was  well 
retained,  the  patient  dozing  a  little  after  taking  it.  Injections 
were  continued,  and  the  calomel  with  the  Croton  oil  and  creasote. 
to  be  repeated  every  sixth  hour.  Mustard  plasters  were  also  or- 
dered to  the  extremities,  which  were  cold  and  pulseless  by  this 
time  ;  and  one  was  applied  to  the  abdomen,  in  the  place  of  the 
flax-seed.  No  opium  or  any  of  its  preparations  was  given  inter- 
nally, as  the  pulse,  in  my  opinion,  did  not  indicate  it.  9  p.  m.,  no 
better.  No  operation.  Gradually  sinking.  To  continue  medicine 
and  injection  through  the  night,  unless  he  should  sleep,  in  which 
case  not  to  be  disturbed. 

February  28th.  9  a.  m.  Had  a  dark,  bloody  discharge  in  the 
night  from  the  bowels,  but  no  fecal  matter,  or  anything  caused  by 
the  medicine,  could  be  detected  in  it.  I  think  it  was  merely  mucus 
and  blood  mixed,  as  there  were  no  re-actions  when  tests  were  ap- 
plied for  bile,  gastric  juice,  or  any  of  the  usual  products  found 
in  the  excrement.  Pains  increased,  and  spreading.  I  used  a  long 
pipe  and  passed  it  up  as  high  as  I  could — 10  inches— and  repeated 
the  injections  with  no  success.  As  a  last  resort,  I  used  Dr.  R. 
G.  Tate's  remedy,  to  set  free  a  quantity  of  air  in  the  bowels,  by 
injecting  forty  grains  of  tartaric  acid,  and  immediately  after- 
wards the  same  quantity  of  bicarbonate  of  soda.  As  long  as  the 
air  was  retained  by  the  compress  upon  the  fundament,  he  com- 
plained of  great  distension,  and,  on  the  removal  of  the  compress, 
discharged  the  liquid,  with  some  bloody  mucus,  and  much  air  but 
no  feces.  By  this  time  he  could  retain  nothing  on  the  stomach  but 
stimulants,  which  were  given  very  freely,  until  finally  convulsions 
came  on,  and  during  the  third  one,  at  3,20  p.  m.,  he  died  comatose. 

Unfortunately  no  post  mortem  could  be  made.  But  as  he  died 
comatose,  there  was,  an  hour  after  death,  no  rigor  mortis,  nor  was 
there  any  as  long  as  the  animal  heat  remained  in  the  body  :  the 
muscles  of  the  abdomen  were  as  completely  relaxed  as  if  tobac- 
co or  chloroform  had  been  the  cause  of  death.  I  took  advan- 
tage of  this,  to  make  an  examination  from  without.  Just  below 
the  umbilicus,  and  a  little  to  the  left,  could  be  felt,  through  the 
muscles,  a  hard,  unyielding    knot,  or  lump,  apparently  about  the 
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size  of  a  medium-sized  orange.  On  the  upper  side,  it  felt  smooth 
and  full,  tapering  a  little  to  one  side  and  downwards  ;  on  the 
other,  or  lower  side,  was  a  depression,  as  there  would  be  in  a  twist, 
of  which  nothing  could  be  felt  but  its  unevenness.  What  this 
was,  of  course  I  am  unable  positively  to  say  ;  but  I  think  there  is 
no  doubt  that  it  was  a  twist  or  knot,  which  nothing  could  have 
removed  except  an  operation,  which,  in  all  human  probability, 
would  have  done  no  permanent  good  ;  and  that  this  was  the  cause 
of  death. 

That  this  is  a  singular  case,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  On 
Friday  this  man  was  well  and  hearty,  and  actually  rode  on 
horseback  thirty  miles.  Saturday  morning  he  was  taken  sick, 
passed  rapidly  from  bad  to  worse,  until  relieved  by  death,  thirty 
or  forty  hours  after  the  first  symptoms  appeared  ;  dying  on  Sun- 
day, at  3  o'clock  and  20  minutes,  p.  m. 

A  similar  case  is  reported  in  the  Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Ob- 
server, for  April,  1864,  when  death  took  place  in  fifteen  minutes. 
Query  : — Why  do  twisting  or  knotting  of  the  bowels,  stricture  of 
the  colon,  &c.,  cause  death  so  soon,  when  impacted  fecal  matter 
does  not,  sometimes,  for  six  months  ? 

San  Diego,  Cal.,  June,  1864, 


The  Inside  of  a  Military  Hospital. 

BY    H.    GIBBONS,    JR.,    M.   D.  , 

The  following  letter  is  from  Dr.  Henry  Gibbons,  Jr.,  a  graduate 
of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  the  Pacific,  and  a 
son  of  Professor  Gibbons  of  this  city.  It  is  a  private  letter,  hur- 
riedly written,  without  the  purpose  of  publication.  But  it  will 
interest  some  of  our  readers,  nevertheless.  The  writer  is  Acting 
Assistant  Surgeon  in  the  Douglas  Hospital  at  Washington,  where 
he  is  schooling  himself  in  his  profession,  prior  to  settling  in  his 
home  in  California.  r.  b.  c. 

Douglas  Hospital,  May  24,  1864. 

The  last  fortnight  has  been  the  busiest  period  of  my  life — a 
period  of  real  labor,  anxiety  and  care.  This  is  my  reason  for  not 
writing  lately.     If  I  had  time  I  might  record  many  pages  of  my 
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experience,  and  of  interesting  facts  and  items.  But  as  time  is 
precious,  I  must  be  very  brief.  Let  me  begin  after  the  clearing 
of  the  hospital,  in  preparation  for  the  victims  of  the  anticipated 
conflict. 

May  1.  Dr.  Carvallo,  one  of  the  four  Assistant  Surgeons,  is 
ordered  to  the  front,  leaving  Drs.  Norris,  Haight  and  myself  in 
charge  of  the  wards.  Grant  is  at  work  and  we  are  in  hourly  ex- 
pectation of  patients.  Dr.  Thomson,  (the  Surgeon-in-Chief  of  the 
hospital)  has  assigned  wards  1,  2,  and  3  to  Dr.  Haight,  4,  T, 
and  8  to  myself,  Dr.  Norris  keeping  wards  5  and  6.  Wards  5,  6, 
1  and  8  are  reserved  for  the  worst  cases.  I  have  barrack  wards 
now,  which  I  have  been  wishing  for.  The  chief  steward.  Dr. 
Hanawalt,  a  recent  graduate,  will  assist  me. 

May  12.  Last  night  there  came  in  189  patients,  and  100  more 
to-day.  Up  part  of  the  night,  and  busily  at  work  from  t  a.  m.  to 
10  p.  M.  dressing  wounds,  &c. 

May  13.  One  hundred  more  last  night  and  61  this  evening. 
Have  160  wounded  to  see  after — utterly  impossible  to  do  justice 
to  all. 

May  14.  Seventy-six  more  patients.  LTp  nearly  all  last  night. 
One  hundred  and  fifty  transferred  to  Philadelphia,  but  our  work 
not  diminished.  Dr.  Thomson  amputated  thigh,  lower  third,  for 
gun-shot  wound  of  vessels  just  below  popliteal  region,  ball  lodg- 
ing in  femur  between  the  condyles,  and  splitting  the  bone  four 
inches.     Patient  in  my  charge. 

May  15.  Dr.  Thomson  ligated  right  common  carotid  for  second- 
ary hemorrhage,  following  gun-shot  wound  of  face  and  neck. 

May  16.  Dr.  Norris  amputated  leg,  necessitated  by  sloughing 
of  flaps  following  Syme's  operation. 

May  It.  Three  cases  of  secondary  hemorrhage  in  my  wards — 
from  brachial,  subclavian,  and  radial  arteries.  One  of  my  men 
died,  from  gun-shot  fracture  of  tibia  ;  had  very  severe  rigors  and 
profuse  perspiration.     Could  not  detect  pyaemia. 

May  18.  Another  eventful  day.  Three  cases  secondary  hemor- 
rhage, one  from  posterior  tibial  ;  thigh  amputated  by  Dr.  Thom- 
son at  lower  third.  I  lost  a  case  of  traumatic  pleuro-pneumonia, 
following  gun-shot  fracture  of  ribs,  penetrating  the  chest.  Dr. 
Norris  lost  a  similar  case.     Arrived  58  new  cases — bad  ones. 

May  19,     One  of  my  men  who  came  in  last  night  died  this  morn- 
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ing.  A  ball  had  fractured  the  spinous  processes  and  arches  of 
thh^d  and  fourth  lumbar  vertebrae  and  was  found  in  the  spinal 
canal.  I  have  two  rebels  in  my  ward.  Extracted  a  bullet  from 
one  of  them.  It  entered  the  right  side  just  below  trochanter, 
fractured  the  femur,  passed  through  the  body,  probably  through  the 
obturator  foramina,  and  presented  itself  beneath  the  skin  on  the 
left  leg.     The  man  will  die. 

May  20.  Dr.  Norris  ligated  femoral  artery,  below  profunda  (in 
Scarpa's  space)  because  of  secondary  hemorrhage  following  exsec- 
tipn  of  fibula. 

May  21.  Assisted  Dr.  Norris  in  amputating  arm,  for  secondary 
hemorrhage  following  gun-shot  fracture  of  humerus. 

May  22.  Dr.  Thomson  amputated  thigh  (Major  Brewer)  at 
lower  third,  for  gun-shot  fracture  of  patella  opening  the  joint. 

May  23.  Out  bullet  from  man  with  penetrating  wound  of  abdomen. 
Eather  singular  case.  Ball  entered  over  lower  ribs  at  junction 
with  cartilages  ;  extracted  from  over  dorsum  ilii.  Constant  dis- 
charge of  thin  fluid  resembling  bile.  Two  lumbricoides  passed 
from  wound,  showing  perforation,  but  no  peritonitis  or  serious 
trouble.  The  injury  must  have  excited  sufficient  inflammation  to 
cause  adhesion  of  intestine  to  wall  of  abdomen — then  comes  per- 
foration of  parietes  and  artificial  anus.  Amputated  fore-arm  of  a 
man  who  had  flesh-wounds  in  both  arms,  and  a  gun-shot  fracture 
of  left  wrist  ;  circular  operation  at  lower  third. 

May  24.  Dr.  Norris  amputated  left  leg,  middle  third,  for  in- 
flamed ankle  joint  following  gun-shot  wound. — I  forgot  to  say 
that,  on  the  16th,  another  medical  officer  reported  for  duty  and  I 
was  relieved  of  ward  4.  Wards  Y  and  8,  however,  will  contain 
more  (99)  than  I  can  attend  to  properly.  We  have  sent  some 
patients  north  lately,  and  are  in  daily  expectation  of  receiving 
more.  Here  is  a  partial  list  of  cases  in  my  wards  :  2  exsections 
of  humerus,  one  of  fibula  ;  t  amputations,  one  of  finger,  one  of  fore- 
arm, two  of  arm,  one  of  leg,  two  of  thigh  ;  3  gun-shot  fractures  of 
maxillae  ;  compound  fractures  of  femur,  humerus,  ulna,  metacarpal 
bones,  ribs,  ilium,  clavicle,  olecranon,  elbowjoint,  wrist,  knee,  ankle  ; 
flesh-wounds  of  arms,  legs,  abdomen,  &c.  Most  of  them  are  doing 
well,  but  three  will  probably  die.  There  have  been  12  or  13  deaths 
in  the  hospital  thus  far.     One   man  has    a  wound  of  neck  and 
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shoulder,  fracturing  clavicle,  first  rib,  acromion  process  and  pro- 
bably coracoid  ;  has  had  hemorrhage  several  times.  We  are  using 
compression.  Nothing  else  could  be  done  short,  of  tying  the  in- 
nominata,  and  the  patient  would  probably  die  under  the  operation. 
— Another  is  shot  through  the  neck,  the  ball  entering  at  lobe  of 
ear,  grazing  it  and  strangely  missing  the  carotid,  and  passing  out 
on  the  other  side,  one  inch  above  the  clavicle  and  2J  from  the 
median  line.     He  has  had  several  moderate  hemorrhages. 

I  might  write  from  now  till  morning  about  what  is  to  be  seen 
and  what  has  been  done,  but  I  must  retire,  to  be  able  for  to-mor- 
row's work.  I  have  not  been  out  of  the  hospital  for  more  than  two 
hours,  altogether,  for  nearly  two  weeks. 


Amonnt  of  Eain  in  San  Franciseo,  in  each  Month,  for  the  last  Four- 
teen Years. 

BY    H.      GIBBONS,     M.D. 

In  the  subjoined  tabic  will  be  found  the  quantity  of  rain,  in 
inches,  that  fell  at  San  Francisco,  in  each  month,  from  the  sum- 
mer of  1850  to  that  of  1864,  the  total  for  each  year,  and  the 
mean  monthly  and  annual  supply.  The  lower  line  or  ''propor- 
tional mean,''  represents  the  quantity  for  equal  periods  of  30 
days,  and  denotes,  consequently,  the  relative  supply  of  rain  at 
different  periods  of  the  year  : 


Year. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Ap'il 

May. 

June 

July. 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 
1.25 

Dec. 

Total. 

1850 

1.15 

1851 

.65 

.35 

1.88 

1.14 

.69 

.02 

1.00 

.18 

2,14 

7.07 

15.12 

1852 

.58 

.12 

6.40 

.19 

.30 

.80 

5.31 

11.90 

25.60 

1853 

4.11 

1.16 

4.81 

5.05 

.32 

.10 

1.43 

2.05 

19.03 

1854 

4.27 

8.41 

3.17 

3.31 

.02 

.04 

2.12 

.40 

.38 

22.12 

1855 

4.52 

4.64 

4.31 

5.59 

2.14 

1.15 

5.45 

27.80 

1856 

8.44 

.43 

1.64 

3.14 

.8S 

.08 

.50 

2.90 

4.00 

22.01 

1857 

2.07 

8.66 

1.56 

.00 

.04 

.14 

.93 

3.01 

4.14 

20.55 

1858 

•4.36 

1.32 

3.94 

1.14 

.11 

.10 

.04 

3.38 

.48 

4.77 

19.64 

1859 

1.00 

5.22 

2.51 

.33 

2.03 

5.43 

1.51 

18.03 

,1860 

1.13 

1.36 

3.06 

1.72 

2.56 

.33 

.02 

.96 

.22 

4.7P 

16.15 

1861 

1.24 

2.83 

3.40 

.26 

.m 

.16 

3.78 

6.10 

18.43 

1862 

18.14 

6.1] 

1.66 

1.11 

.91 

.23 

.02 

.14 

2.73 

31.05 

1863 

3.29 

3.26 

2,42 

2.92 

.41 

.15 

2.50 

l.'.S 

16.68 

1864 

1.31 

.00 

1.39 

.93 

.48 

3.94 
3.84 

3.13 
3.38 

3.01 
2.93 

1.92 
2.00 

.82 
.80 

.05 
.05 

.02 
.02 

.01 
.01 

.09 
.09 

.69 
.67 

2.15 
2.24 

4.12 
3.89 

20.94 

Proportional  Mean 

For  practical  purposes,  it  is  the  seasons,  and  not  the  years, 
that  we  wish  to  compare  with  each  other.    The  following  table 
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presents  the  quantity  of  rain  from  summer  to  summer,  in  each 

season : 

1850-'51....   7.12  in.        1854-'55. ..  .24.10  in.         1858- .59. ..  .19.76  in. 
18.51-'52....  18.00  '•  1855-'56....  21.13  "  1859-'60. . .  .17J0  " 

1852-'53. . .  .33.46  "  1856-'57. . .  .19.95  "  1860-'61 . . .  .14.54  " 

1853-'54 ....  22.80  *•  1857-'58 ....  19,05  "  1861-'62 ....  38.04  " 

1862-'63.... 15.19  " 
1863-'64....   8.49  " 

Some  of  our  readers  will  be  surprised  to  find  that  the  rains 
of  the  past  season  were  more  than  an  inch  in  excess  over  those 
ot  1850-'51.  Thirteen  years  ago,  the  agricultural  interests  of 
the  country  were  of  small  value,  and  the  drought  of  that 
winter  was,  therefore,  less  injurious  and  less  noted. 

Our  climate  has  seven  rainy  months,  or  rather  seven  months 
in  which  it  is  likely  to  rain  more  or  less,  viz.,  from  November 
to  May,  inclusive.  In  the  98  months  of  this  description,  since 
1850,  there  have  been  but  two  without  a  drop  of  rain,  one  of 
which  was  February  of  the  present  year. 

The  dry  months  are  June,  July,  August,  and  September,  and 
yet  not  even  August,  which  takes  the  lead  in  this  respect,  is  al- 
ways without  rain.  October  is  evenly  balanced  as  to  the  prob- 
ability  of  rain. 

The  greatest  amount  of  water  fell  in  January,  1862,  and 
next  comes  December,  1852.  December  furnishes  more  than 
any  other  month ;  January  comes  next,  then  February,  March,. 
JSfovember,  April,  May,  in  the  order  named.  The  rain  of  July,. 
1860,  when  the  third  of  an  inch  fell  on  one  day,  is  perhaps  the 
greatest  phenomenon  presented  by  the  table. 

hi  general,  there  is  a  marked  interval  between  the  early  and 
the  later  rains,  or  in  other  words,  a  period  in  the  middle  of 
winter,  coming  in  January  or  February,  when  the  tendency  to 
rain  diminishes.  The  period  varies,  however,  sometimes  com- 
ing earlier  and  sometimes  later,  so  as  to  conceal  itself  from 
demonstration  in  the  table. 

In  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge,  we  cannot  detect 
any  intimate  relation  of  climatic  conditions  and  changes  to- 
epidemic  diseases.  The  dry  winter  of  1850-'51  was  marked 
by  the  prevalence  of  Cholera  on  this  coast,  and  the  dry  season 
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just  passed,  by  the  Influenza.  But  both  those  epidemics  pre- 
vailed equally  in  regions  having  opposite  conditions  of  climate. 
The  most  that  we  can  do,  at  present,  is  to  record  observations 
with  attention  and  patience.  As  science  advances,  our  obser- 
vations will  become  valuable  and  indispensable  as  materials  for 
working  out  the  problem. 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  the  observations  from  1858  to  1861 
were  made  at  Alameda,  about  six  miles  east  of  San  Francisco, 
in  a  straight  line,  on  the  opposite  margin  of  the  bay.  There  is 
no  material  difference,  however,  in  the  two  localities,  as  to  rain. 
Farther  south,  as  you  approach  the  terminus  of  the  bay,  the 
quantity  is  smaller,  and  it  diminishes  still  more  in  the  southern 
counties  of  the  State.  There  is  also  less  rain  in  the  extensive 
valleys  of  the  Sacramento  and  San  Joaquin  than  at  San  Fran- 
cisco. On  the  contrary,  the  quantity  in  the  mountain  districts 
is  generally  much  greater ;  in  some  localities  two  or  three 
times  greater.  About  the  northern  limit  of  the  bay  the  rains 
are  more  copious  than  at  the  metropolis.  There  is,  in  fact,  a 
remarkable  diversity  in  this  respect  among  localities  not  very 
remote  from  each  other,  but  presenting  to  the  «rial  currents 
different  phases  of  surface  and  different  degrees  of  elevation- 


Medical  Topography  of  Nevada  Territory. 

BY    R.    ErCHLER,    M.    D.,    OF    VIRGINIA    CITY. 

From  a  residence  in  this  city  of  about  sixteen  months,  I  am 
enabled  to  state  the  following  observations  made  during  that 
time,  both  upon  persons  in  health  and  those  suffering  under  dif- 
ferent forms  of  disease.  It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  the  atmos- 
phere in  all  mountainous  regions  is  necessarily  rare  from  want 
of  pressure,  which  pressure  is  one-half  less  at  10,000  feet  high 
than  at  the  level  of  the  sea.  According  to  this  calculation,  the 
inhabitants  of  our  city — which  is  located  about  7,000  feet 
above  the  sea-level  —  must  have  about  one-third  atmospheric 
pressure  less  than  is  properly  required.  The  physiological 
effects  of  the  rare  atmosphere  in  Virginia  City  are  wortliy  of 
study,  as  they  produce  a  variety  of  pathological  symptoms  in  the 
human  system.     In  most  of  those  diseases  which  frequently  oc- 
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cur  here,  the  effects  upon  the  human  organism  are  more  or  less 
as  follows  :  Weakening  of  the  joints  ;  less  action  in  the  muscu- 
lar system  ;  increased  transpiration  and  thirst  ;  quickened  pro- 
cess of  oxydation — which,  by  the  want  of  oxygen  in  a  rare  at- 
mosphere, requires  more  rapid  breathing  and  deeper  inspiration 
— quicker  pulsation  and  pressure  of  the  blood  into  the  periphe- 
ric part ;  as  a  consequent,  congestion  in  the  capillary  vessels, 
and  finally  bleeding  of  those  vessels,  as  a  result  of  too  great 
pressure  ;  also,  an  increased  pressure  on  the  brain,  exhibiting 
itself  by  headache,  vomiting,  aversion  to  food,  giddiness,  faint- 
ing and  inclination  to  sleep.  These  effects  are  most  visible  in 
new  comers,  and  grow  gradually  less  as  we  get  accustomed  to 
the  influence  of  this  region.  A  remarkable  fact  is  the  quick- 
ened act  of  breathing,  caused  by  want  of  oxygen  in  the  atmos- 
phere. It  is  stated  that  a  healthy  man  requires  about  30  pounds 
of  atmosphere,  and  breathes  about  20  times  in  the  minute,  to  re- 
ceive by  normal  pressure  the  necessary  oxygen  for  the  organism. 
According  to  this  statement,  we  would  have  to  breathe  25  to  30 
times  in  a  minute,  to  receive,  by  one-third  less  pressure,  the  ne- 
cessary oxygen.  This  increased  action  of  the  lungs  requires  in- 
creased force  of  all  respirative  organs  ;  it  must  be  very  oppres- 
sive to  persons  with  weak  or  tubercular  lungs,  and  may  be  the 
cause — by  weakening  and  irritating  those  parts — of  bronchitis 
and  pneumonia.  I  am  also  led  to  believe  that  weakening  of 
the  joints,  etc.,  and  defects  in  muscular  action,  maybe  the  cause 
of  inflammatory  rheumatism.  With  the  quickened  action  of  the 
lungs,  the  action  of  the  heart  is  increased,  as  the  blood,  by  not 
finding  the  necessary  deposit  of  oxygen,  is  more  forcibly  pressed 
into  the  lungs,  and  this,  too,  must  be  one  of  the  causes  of  the 
above  named  diseases,  by  producing  congestion  and  inflamma- 
tion. The  healthy  condition  of  other  places,  located  as  high  as 
our  city,  may  be  caused  by  large  streams  of  water,  vegetation, 
the  open  sea,  or  the  habit  of  living  in  a  high  region  from  gene- 
ration to  generation. 


Kabies  in  Berlin. — In  1852  there  were  107  cases  of  canine 
madness  in  Berlin,  and  in  1853,  94  cases.  From  that  date  all 
dogs  were  muzzled.  In  1854  only  one  case  occurred,  and  since 
that  date  the  number  has  varied  from  2  to  10  per  annum.  The 
difference  is  owing,  in  part,  doubtless,  to  the  absence  of  epide- 
mic influence. 
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Professor  Cole  took  his  departure  on  the  Steamer  of  July 
3d,  on  a  flying  visit  to  the  Atlantic  States  and  Europe,  principal- 
ly for  the  benefit  of  his  health.  His  indisposition  and  prepara- 
tion for  the  voyage  have  prevented  him  from  taking  part  in  the 
present  number  of  the  Press.  We  anticipate  his  return  in  four 
months,  with  renewed  health  and  vigor,  and  prepared  to  resume 
his  duties  as  Editor,  Practitioner,  and  Professor  in  the  Medical 
School.  In  the  meantime  we  have  his  promise  to  forward  us 
intelligence  regarding  the  medical  institutions  which  it  is  his 
design  to  visit,  and  other  topics  of  interest. 

Not  Room  Enough. — It  is  impossible  for  us  to  crowd  into 
fifty  pages  the  half  of  what  we  would  like  to  present  to  our 
readers.  One  of  our  principal  objects  in  taking  charge  of  the 
Press,  was  to  exhibit  to  the  profession  on  this  coast,  from  time  to 
time,  a  summary  of  progress  and  discoveries  in  Medicine 
throughout  the  world.  But  this  we  cannot  do  in  so  small  a 
compass.  If  our  subscribers  will  promptly  forward  their  an- 
nual subscription,  so  as  to  guarantee  us  against  too  much  loss, 
we  will  issue  the  Press  every  two  months,  or  perhaps  monthly, 
and  thus  increase  its  value  lo  them. 

The  Death  Rates  in  1863,  according  to  Dr.  Snow,  of  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  were  as  one  to  35.7  of  the  population  in  Xew  York, 
one  to  41.2  in  Boston,  one  to  43.5  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  one  to  43.6 
in  Philadelphia,  and  one  to  45.3  in  Providence.  The  people  of 
New  York  have  become  alarmed  at  the  increasing  mortality  in 
that  city,  and  have  organized  a  sanitary  association  to  cooperate 
with  the  medical  men  in  the  effort  to  correct  the  evil.  The  phy- 
sicians have  published  a  document  in  which  they  say  that,  by 
proper  means,  they  believe  the  mortality  may  be  reduced  fully 
thirty  per  cent.,  thus  saving  from  7,000  to  10,000  lives  in  a  year  ! 
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The  Great  Dead. — The  past  year  has  witnessed  the  demise 
of  a  large  number  of  notable  members  of  om^  profession,  both  in 
America  and  Europe.  In  Philadelphia,  Drs.  Bache  and  Coxe 
died  in  March,  within  a  few  days  of  each  other.  The  former  was 
known  all  over  the  world  as  the  associate  of  Wood  in  the  U.  S. 
Dispensatory.  He  was  for  2-3  years  Professor  of  Chemistry  in 
the  Jefferson  Medical  School,  and  died  ^t  the  ripe  age  of  76, 
working  in  the  harness  to  the  last.  Dr.  Coxe,  whose  name  is 
associated  with  the  celebrated  "  Hive  Syrup,"  and  who  also  pub- 
lished a  Dispensatory  many  years  ago,  was  Professor  in  the  Uni" 
versity  of  Pennsylvania  for  26  years,  first  of  Chemistry  and 
afterwards  of  Materia  Medica.  In  the  latter  Chair,  he  was 
about  the  last  advocate  of  the  old  humoral  pathology,  and  lost 
his  position  in  1835,  partly  by  reason  of  the  unpopularity  of  the 
doctrines  he  taught.  But  he  lived  to  see  the  wheel  of  fashion 
turn  so  as  to  bring  up  into  popular  favor,  in  a  modified  form, 
the  humoral  theories.  The  Philadelphia  Medical  and  Surgical 
Reporter  says  of  him  what  has  never  been  said  of  any  other  phy- 
sician in  America  :  "  He  passed  away  quietly,  without  disease,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years  and  six  months,  having  never 
been  side  in  all  that  time  J' 

This  extraordinary  statement  calls  to  mind  an  anecdote  of 
Professor  Coxe,  highly  illustrative  of  his  character  and  habits. 
In  1828,  the  writer  was  one  of  a  committee  appointed  by  the 
medical  class  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  to  call  on  the 
Professors,  and  solicit  their  consent  for  a  vacation  from  Christ- 
mas to  New  Year — for  in  those  times  of  industry  and  discipline, 
the  lectures  were  suspended  only  en  the  two  days  referred  to. 
We  accordingly  started  on  the  errand,  beginning  with  Chap- 
man, who  was  perfectly  willing  to  gratify  us,  provided  Dr.  Coxe 
and  all  the  other  Professors  should  consent.  So  was  Gibson 
and  so  was  Physick,  and  so  were  all,  till  we  came  to  Coxe — 
not  without  some  misgivings,  however,  suggested  by  certain  facial 
twitches  to  which  the  other  Professors  had  treated  us.  Finally 
we  called  on  the  Professor  of  Materia  Medica,  and  opened  our 
case,  fortifying  the  application  by  the  statement  that  all  the 
others  had  consented.     He  gave  us  a  polite  hearing,  and  made 
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us  this  reply  :  "  Cui  bono  ?  gentlemen,  cui  bono  ?  Such  a  course 
is  in  opposition  to  all  my  habits  of  thought  and  action.  If  you 
will  answer  the  question,  Cui  bono  ?  to  my  satisfaction,  I 
will  grant  your  request.  Gentlemen,  I  have  lectured  in  the 
University  twenty  years,  and  in  all  that  time  I  have  missed  but 
a  single  lecture,  and  that  was  when  I  was  under  the  necessity  of 
going  to  the  funeral  of  my  grandmother." — The  Committee 
made  no  attempt  to  answer  the  question,  and  it  remains  un- 
answered to  this  day. 

Earthquakes  on  the  Pacific  coast  are  likely  to  take  a  place 
in  Etiology.  We  have  known  a  number  of  instances  in  the  pre- 
sent year,  in  which  the  effect  of  the  shock  on  the  nervous  system 
of  sensitive  females  has  been  distressing  if  not  serious.  In  one 
case  labor  was  prematurely  induced,  and  in  a  second  the  same 
result  was  threatened.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  getting  inured 
to  them.  On  the  contrary,  the  dread  of  them  rather  increases. 
The  Mexicans  and  South  Americans,  who  have  had  sad  experience 
of  earthquakes  in  their  native  country,  suffer  the  most  from  them 
here.  There  appears  to  be  no  serious  ground  for  apprehension, 
however.  In  a  few  localities,  especially  in  the  Southern  Coun- 
ties of  California,  there  have  been  undulations  of  the  earth  suf- 
ficient to  endanger  or  destroy  buildings  of  a  certain  class.  But 
we  have  no  authentic  account  of  earthquakes  capable  of  doing 
serious  mischief  having  occurred  in  the  locality  of  San  Francis- 
co, or  anywhere  to  the  northward. 

The  Pharmacopceia  of  the  United  States,  recently  published, 
meets  with  high  encomium  abroad.  An  English  writer  in  the 
Medical  Times  declares  that  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  in  all 
respects,  contrasts  most  unfavorably  with  the  American. 

Atresia  of  the  Axus. — Dr.  E.  W.  King,  of  Howland  Flat, 
Sierra  county,  Cal.,  writes  :  "  There  is  but  little  practice  here 
in  the  winter  and  spring  months  ;  more  in  Obstetrics  than  any 
other  branch.  In  the  summer,  fevers  are  more  or  less  prevalent, 
mostly  of  a  typhoid  character.  Very  little  surgery  :  one  case 
of  simple  fracture  of  the  tibia,  and  one  of  amputation  of  the  little 
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finger,  which  I  have  under  treatment,  are  all.  I  had  rather  an  in- 
teresting case  not  long  since  of  imperforate  anus  in  a  child.  On 
making  the  customary  examination,  at  birth,  to  ascertain  that 
there  was  no  malformation,  the  parts  appeared  well  formed, 
and  I  did  not  suspect  anything  wrong.  Two  days  passed,  and 
there  was  no  passage  per  rectum,  and  on  inquiry  I  found  the 
nurse  had  given  oil.  Child  restless  and  fretful.  Suspecting 
the  cause,  I  attempted  to  pass  a  small  silver  female  catheter, 
and  found  obstruction  just  within  the  sphincter.  By  separating 
the  parts  well,  a  tissue  of  a  membranous  character  could  be 
seen  passing  entirely  across  the  rectum.  Taking  a  sharp- 
pointed  bistoury,  I  punctured  it,  and  introducing  a  probe,  passed 
it  into  the  rectnm,  thus  demonstrating  the  character  of  the  ob- 
struction ;  making  a  crucial  incision,  the  difficulty  was  re- 
moved. The  feces  passed  freely.  Child  doing  well.  Thick- 
ness of  membrane  about  three-fourths  of  a  line. 

The  Medical  Schools  of  the  Atlantic  States  appear  to 
have  had  large  classes  during  the  past  winter,  and  a  correspond- 
ing number  of  graduates.  The  University  of  Pennsylvania  had 
101  graduates,  the  Jeff'erson  Medical  College  124,  the  college 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  New  York  72,  the  University  of 
New  York  59,  the  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College  95, 
making  225  in  the  Philadelphia  and  226  in  the  New  York 
schools;  the  Chicago  Medical  College  17,  the  Buffalo  Medical 
College  41,  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  at  Cincinnati,  31, 
and  the  Starling  Medical  College,  at  Columbus,  32. 

Platon  Yallejo,  of  California,  was  a  graduate  of  the  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York,  at  its  recent  com- 
mencement. His  thesis,  on  the  Urine,  received  the  second 
prize  of  $25. 

Poisoning  by  Castoe  Oil  Beans. — Dr.  James  Morison  of 
this  city  furnishes  us  with  an  interesting  illustration  of  the 
noxious  qualities  of  the  bean  of  the  Ricinus  communis.  Two 
children,  residing  at  Kincon  Point,  were  seized  with  vomiting. 
One  of  them  had  just  eaten  his  dinner,  and  was  relieved  by  the 
complete  evacuation  of    the  stomach.     The   other  continued 
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to  vomit  through  the  day  and  night,  in  spite  of  the  ordinary 
remedies.  They  ascribed  their  sickness  to  a  nut  of  which  they 
had  eaten,  and  which  grew  in  the  neighborhood,  and  was 
known  among  the  children  as  the  Chinese  nut.  On  investiga- 
tion, the  plant  was  discovered  by  the  father,  who  reported  it  as 
a  small  tree,  and  the  only  one  of  the  kind  in  California.  It 
proved  to  be  the  Eicinus,  which,  in  this  climate,  survives  the 
winter,  and  grows  to  a  considerable  size.  The  plant  in  ques- 
tion was  well  stocked  with  beans  of  last  year's  growth,  the 
acrid,  emetic  principle  of  which  was  probably  increased  in  ac- 
tivity by  age.  The  quantity  eaten  by  the  children  is  not  known. 
No  purging  followed  in  either  case.  The  vomiting  in  the  one 
case  continued  twenty-four  hours,  and  assumed  quite  a  serious 
form,  being  attended  with  a  very  feeble  pulse  and  cold  surface. 
It  subsided  at  length,  and  no  farther  difficulty  ensued. 

We  may  add,  by  way  of  postscript,  that  the  plant  in  question 
grows  in  California  in  great  luxuriance,  requiring  scarcely  any 
cultivation,  surviving  the  slight  frosts  of  our  winters,  and  often 
planting  itself,  so  as  to  become  almost  naturalized  in  some  lo- 
calities. There  is,  perhaps,  no  country  in  the  world  where 
castor  oil  could  be  produced  with  less  labor  than  here. 

A  Novel  Treatment  of  Small  Pox  is  described  in  the  New 
York  Medical  Tim-es,  by  Dr.  Lord,  which,  he  says,  is  generally 
adopted  in  the  English  army  in  China.  At  the  height  of  the 
eruptive  fever,  before  the  eruption  appears,  the  chest  is  rubbed 
with  croton  oil  and  tartar  emetic  ointment.  This  causes  the 
whole  of  the  eruption  to  concentrate  itself  on  that  part  of  the 
body,  to  the  relief  of  the  rest.  It  is  also  said  to  secure  a  full 
and  complete  eruption,  and  thus  to  prevent  the  disease  from 
attacking  the  internal  organs.  The  plan  has  a  Chinese  odor, 
but  there  may  be  something  in  it,  nevertheless. 

The  Physicians  of  Boston  are  about  raising  their  fees, 
owing  to  the  greatly  increased  expenses  of  living.  The  exam- 
ple will  probably  be  followed  in  other  Atlantic  cities. 

The  Mortality  of  Sacramento,  during  1863,  says  the  Bos- 
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ton  Medical  Journal,  was  380, — ''  the  ratio  of  deaths  for  the 
year,  in  a  population  of  103,000,  being  about  one  in  45.''  This 
is  a  great  mistake  as  to  the  population  of  Sacramento.  It 
should  read,  17,000. 

The  Discoveey  of  Anesthesia  is  still  a  question  in  dispute, 
Jackson,  Morton,  and  Wells  all  laying  claim  to  the  honor.  As 
far  as  we  can  judge  they  are  all  entitled  to  credit.  Wells  dis- 
covered the  anesthetic  power  of  nitrous  oxyd  gas,  and  in  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  applied  it  in  the  removal  of  teeth,  nearly  two  years 
before  ether  was  so  applied  in  Boston.  Morton  was  a  partner  of 
Wells  in  Hartford,  and  doubtless  derived  from  him  the  idea.  He 
applied  to  Jackson,  who  was  well  known  as  a  chemist,  to  make 
him  some  nitrous  oxyd  gas,  and  Jackson  proposed  to  him  ether 
as  a  substitute.  On  this  hint  Morton  tried  the  ether  with  suc- 
cess. The  priority  in  regard  to  the  discovery  tf  ansesthesia  be- 
longs to  Wells,  without  whose  agency  neither  of  the  other  claim- 
ants would  have  been  known  to  fame.  The  name  of  Wells 
would  have  been  forgotten,  if  the  experiments  commenced  by 
him  had  not  been  taken  up  by  others.  The  idea  of  ether  in  this 
connection  would  have  slumbered  quietly  in  the  brain  of  Jack- 
son, if  Morton  had  not  turned  it  to  practical  account.  And 
Morton  would  have  lived  and  died  plugging  the  grinders  of  the 
first  families  of  Boston,  had  not  the  potent  idea  been  conceived 
in  the  head  of  another.  It  is  the  old  quarrel  of  Head,  Hands 
and  Belly. 

A  Climatic  Distemperature,  extending  over  a  large  portion 
of  the  earth's  surface,  and  concurrent  with  epidemic  manifesta- 
tiomi,  has  been  noted  during  the  last  twelve  months,  and  indeed 
for  a  longer  period.  The  drought  of  the  last  winter  appears  to 
have  been  dependent  on  causes  operating  almost  universally. 
It  was  felt  northward  in  the  latitude  ol  Vancouver's  Island,  and 
in  the  central  region  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  in  Brazil, 
and  in  different  parts  of  central  and  southern  Europe.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  spring  months  have  been  marked  by  heavy  and 
unusual  rains  in  the  southern  counties  of  California,  in  Arizona, 
and  in  the  region  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  Mountains.     The  spring 
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winds  "have  been  remarkably  turbulent  in  all  directions,  on  the 
Pacific  coast  of  North  America.  Withering  siroccos  have 
visited  the  southern  section  of  California,  and  snow-storms 
the  Mono  country  to  the  eastward.  There  is  something 
wrong.  In  the  present  condition  of  our  knowledge  we  may  not 
detect  the  relation  of  atmospheric  to  epidemic  influences.  But 
that  they  are  related  one  can  scarcely  doubt.  Two  winters  ago 
we  had  deluges  and  small-pox.  The  climatic  extremes,  then 
and  now,  undoubtedly  belong  to  the  same  atmospheric  cycle. 
In  like  manner  we  may  presume  that  the  variolous  epidemic  of 
two  years  ago,  and  the  subsequent  diphtheric,  typhoid  and  pete- 
chial tendency  belong  to  one  epidemic  cycle.  The  subject  pre- 
sents an  immense  field  for  exploration  and  discovery. 

Nitrous  Oxide,  as  an  anesthetic,  does  not  appear  to  be  gain- 
ing ground.  Besides  the  cost  of  preparation,  its  superior  safe- 
ty is  by  no  means  established.  One  of  its  warmest  advocates  is 
the  editor  of  the  N.  Y.  Dental  Review,  who  avers  that  he  has 
tried  it  again  and  again,  and  that  *'it  renders  the  much  needed 
extraction  of  teeth  a  pastime  of  pleasure  and  happiness." 

Oil  of  Tuepentine  for  Hospital  Gangrene,  is  recommended 
in  the  N.  Y.  Medical  Times,  by  Surgeon  O.  P.  Hachenberg,  U. 
S.  A.,  as  superior  to  any  other  remedy,  not  even  excepting 
Bromine,  the  present  popular  and  almost  universal  application. 

The  Faculty  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University 
of  the  Pacific,  have  purchased  a  valuable  property  on  Stockton 
street  near  Broadway,  where  they  are  fitting  up  Lecture  Rooms 
and  other  accommodations  for  their  school.  This  Institution 
has  reason  to  be  proud  of  its  career  and  of  its  Alumni.  In  its 
origin  and  early  life  it  encountered  opposition  and  hostility  from 
nearly  every  quarter.  It  has  received  no  public  favor  and  no 
extrinsic  aid  from  any  source.  Its  sole  reliance  has  been  the 
industry  and  perseverance  of  its  founders  and  their  successors. 
But  these  have  borne  it  through  triumphantly,  and  established 
it  on  a  firm  basis.  Its  graduates  can  be  designated,  almost 
without  exception,  as  honorable  and  successful  members  ot  their 
profession.  A  large  proportion  of  them  hold  positions  in  the  public 
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service,  and  are  making  a  record  creditable  to  themselves  and 
to  their  Alma  Mater.  The  course  of  instruction  in  this  school 
is  eminently  practical.  The  students  are  drilled  at  the  bed-side 
in  three  extensive  hospitals,  where  they  have  the  benefit  of  the 
teaching  and  experience  of  a  large  number  of  the  foremost  phy- 
sicians and  surgeons  in  California. 

A  New  Medical  School,  in  connection  with  a  private  hospi" 
tal,  is,  we  learn,  about  to  be  established  in  this  city,  under  the 
charge  of  Dr.  Toland.  Five  years  ag'o,  when  the  present  school 
was  founded,  it  was  pronounced  useless  and  uncalled  for.  A 
very  different  sentiment  now  prevails,  and  we  congratulate  the 
profession  and  the  community  on  the  revolution  by  virtue  of 
which  two  medical  institutions  have  become  a  necessity,  where 
one  was  superfluous. 

Dr.  Livingstone,  the  African  explorer,  who  was  reported 
dead,  is  alive,  it  appears,  and  engaged  in  his  favorite  pursuits. 


Effects  of  an  Overdose  of  Morphia. 
A  MEDICAL  gentleman  of  this  city,  in  whom  entire  confidence 

may  be  placed,  gives  us  this  item  of  his  personal  experience  : 

Intending  to  take  about  two  grains  of  sulph.  quinia  for  some 
slight  error  of  digestion,  I  poured,  from  a  small  vial  in  my 
pocket-case,  what  I  estimated  at  four  grains,  and  making  it  in 
two  pills  with  glycerine,  swallowed  one  pill.  This  was  at  11 
o'clock  in  the  evening.  I  afterwards  ate  pretty  freely  of  ap- 
ples, and  sat  down  with  my  book.  In  less  than  half  an  hour  I 
felt  some  change  about  my  head  and  extremities,  resembling 
the  effects  of  morphia,  and  in  an  hour  these  effects  were  so  de- 
cided as  to  lead  me  to  suspect  I  had  made  a  mistake  in  the 
medicine.  There  were  two  vials  in  the  case,  marked  sulph. 
morph.  and  sulph.  quin.,  but  it  was  impossible  to  ascertain 
which  of  the  two  I  had  employed.  Not  having  any  chemical 
tests  at  hand,  I  simply  tried  the  solubility  of  the  remaining  pill, 
and  finding  it  not  readily  soluble  in  water,  and  conceiving  it 
impossible  that  I  could  have  made  such  a  blunder  as  to  take  it 
from  the  wrong  vial,  I  went  to  bed  at  one  o'clock,  under  the 
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conviction  that  I  had  taken  quinine.  My  sleep  was  unsound, 
and  frequently  interrupted  by  lively  imaginings.  Early  in  the 
morning  I  became  wakeful,  and  took  up  a  book  whilst  in  bed, 
though  my  general  habit  is  to  sleep  soundly  till  the  moment  for 
rising.  After  seven  I  arose  to  dress,  but  in  a  minute  or  two 
my  stomach  gave  way,  and  I  was  forced  to  throw  myself  hastily 
on  the  bed,  to  keep  from  vomiting.  This  symptom  I  recog- 
nized at  once  as  the  effect  of  morphia,  and  I  was  now  satisfied 
of  my  mistake.  But  while  in  bed  1  felt  perfectly  well,  and 
though  I  tried  again  and  again  to  rise  and  attend  to  my  busi- 
ness, it  was  not  till  four  in  the  afternoon  that  the  stomach 
would  suffer  the  head  to  remain  erect.  The  pulse  all  day  was 
49  and  50,  and  the  respiration  9  and  10  :  these,  with  occasional 
drowsiness,  and  an  entire  aversion  to  food,  being  the  only  ab- 
normal conditions  of  which  I  was  sensible.  On  the  second  day 
the  head  and  stomach  continued  slightly  disordered,  and  the 
bowels  were  constipated. 

The  quantity  of  the  narcotic  which  I  took  was  a  little  over 
a  grain  and  a  half,  as  I  afterwards  found,  by  examining  the  pill. 
It  may  be  well  to  add,  that  the  normal  beat  of  my  pulse 
is  60,  that  my  physical  temperament  is  rather  sluggish,  and 
that  I  am  not  accustomed  to  opiates  nor  to  stimulating  drinks. 
Many  years  ago  the  eighth  of  a  grain  of  sulph.  of  morphia  pro- 
duced much  more  narcotism  than  the  present  dose,  although 
opposed  by  pain  and  nervous  excitement.  The  result  of  my 
brilliant  experiment  illustrates  the  inefficiency  of  large  doses  of 
morphia  compared  with  opium. — I  never  before  made  such  an 
error,  and  I  am  ashamed  of  it.  But  if  you  can  put  it  to  any 
use  in  elucidating  the  physiological  effects  of  the  narcotic,  it  is 
at  your  disposal. 


Information  Wanted. — Dr.  T.  M.  Logan,  of  Sacramento, 
was  appointed  by  the  American  Medical  Association,  at  the 
annual  meeting  in  1863,  chairman  of  a  special  committee  on 
the  Medical  Topography  of  the  Pacific  Coast.  In  pursuance 
of  the  design  of  his  appointment,  he  has  addressed  a  Circular 
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to  the  Physicians  of  this  region  of  country,  requesting  them  to 
forward  to  him  such  information  of  a  local  character  as  will 
enable  him  to  draw  up  a  full  report,  with  special  reference  to 
the  Influenza  recently  prevalent,  and  the  eruptive  and  other 
diseases  which  followed  in  its  train.  The  field  of  inquiry  is  pre- 
sented in  a  series  of  questions  and  headings,  which  we  subjoin, 
not  only  with  a  view  to  their  specific  application,  but  as  a  good 
exhibit  of  the  range  properly  embraced  in  the  investigation  of 
Medical  Topography  and  Epidemics  : 

1.  With    regard    to    the   locality  concerning  which   you  report, 

state  : 

The  name  of  the  locality,  its  limits  and  boundaries — the 
nature  of  the  surface  soil,  whether  sandy,  clayey,  or  calcareous. 

What  kind  of  drinking  water  is  used — specify  whether  well, 
river  or  spring  water,  and  whether  freestone  or  limestone. 

State  position  with  regard  to  rivers,  sloughs,  swamps,  marshes, 
etc.  Also,  condition  as  to  drainage :  does  the  water  run  off 
freely,  or  does  it  accumulate  ?  and,  if  so,  how  near  the  place 
described  ? 

2.  As  regards  the  meteorology  of  your  locality. 

Please  furnish,  if  practicable,  a  detailed  statement  of  the  me- 
teorological observations  of  your  neighborhood  for  the  entire 
year.  If  this  cannot  be  done,  state  as  nearly  as  possible  the 
condition  of  the  weather  as  to  dampness  or  dryness,  the  tem- 
perature, whether  hot  or  cold,  the  prevalence  of  rains  and  fogs  ; 
the  electrical  state  of  the  atmosphere,  as  evinced  by  the  occur- 
rence of  thunder,  lightning,  etc.,  and  the  prevalence  and  direc- 
tion of  winds  during  the  existence  of  the  epidemic,  and  for  a 
month  or  two  previous. 

3.  State  if  you  have  observed  anything  remarkable  in  the  animal 

or  vegetable  kingdoms  prior  to  or  during  the  epidemic. 
The   blighting  of  fruit,   the  inordinate  prevalence  of  flies, 
musquitoes,  etc.,  the  death  of  animals,  or  the  unusual  occurrence 
of  mould,  are  worthy  of  special  note. 

4.  Give  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  population  of  your  town  or 

place,  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  epidemic. 
Males  over  ten  years  of  age. 
Females  "     u  u 

Males  under  "  " 

Females  "     u  ^i  ■ 

Also,  how  many  are  natives  of  the  United  States,  and  how 
many  of  foreign  countries. 
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5.  Fill  up  the  foUoiving  blanks  of  deaths  from  the  epidemic  : 
Males  over  ten  years  of  age. 

Females  "     *'  " 

Males  under  "  " 

Females"      u  u 

N^atives  of  the  United  States. 
Natives  of  foreign  countries. 

6.  Particulars  of  early  cases. 

Give  the  date,  etc.,  of  the  first  ten  or  fifteen  cases,  and,  if 
you  can,  trace  their  spread  from  house  to  house,  or  from  person 
to  person  ;  or  their  relations  to  any  local  cause  of  disease — 
such  as  vicinity  to  streams,  ponds  or  swamps,  or  the  direction 
of  the  wind. 

7.  Character  of  the  Epidemic. 

Give  the  prominent  symptoms,  progress,  duration,  and  ter- 
mination of  the  cases  occurring  under  your  observation.  In 
what  proportion  of  the  cases  did  death  occur,  and  what  was  the 
social  status  of  those  who  sufi'ered  most,  both  with  regard  to 
attacks  and  mortality,  Did  other  types  of  fever  prevail  at  the 
same  time,  or  did  all  assume  the  type  or  peculiarity  of  the  pre- 
vailing epidemic  ? 

Address        Thos.  M.  Logan,  M.  D.,  Sacramento,  Cal. 

May,  1864. 

The  following  article  was  accidentally  omitted  from  the 
last  number  of  the  PpwESS  : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Medical  Class  of  the  University  of  the 
Pacific,  held  March  12th,  1864,  the  following  Preamble  and 
Resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted  : 

Whereas,  F.  A.  Eolman,  M.  D.,  Surgeon,  and  J.  R.  Gerry, 
M.  D.,  Physician,  of  the  City  and  County  Hospital,  and  J. 
Hastings,  M.  D.,  Physician  and  Surgeon  of  the  U.  S.  Marine 
Hospital,  have  materially  aided  us  in  our  efforts  to  obtain  a 
medical  education,  by  a  thorough  course  of  clinical  instruction 
at  their  respective  hospitals,  during  the  session  which  is  now 
being  brought  to  a  close  ;  therefore,  it  is 

Resolved,  That  our  sincere  and  grateful  acknowledgments  be 
and  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  above-named  gentlemen,  and 
that  a  copy  of  these  proceedings  be  sent  to  each  of  them  by 
the  Secretary  of  this  meeting,  and  also  a  copy  to  the  Editor 
of  the  Medical  Press.  J.  O'Neil,  Chairman. 

D.  L.  Deal,  Secretary. 
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The  Transactions  of  the  American  Medical  Association, 
instituted  1847.  Yol.  xiv.,  pp.  416.  Philadelphia,  1864. 
Bancroft  &  Co.,  San  Francisco. 

The  Fourteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  this  highly  influential 
and  invaluable  association  was  held  in  Chicago,  June  2nd,  3rd 
and  4th,  1863.  In  consequence  of  the  war,  no  meeting  had 
been  held  since  1860.  Owing  to  the  death  of  the  venerable 
President,  Dr.  Eli  Ives,  of  Connecticut,  the  duties  of  that  high 
position  devolved  on  Dr.  Wilson  Jewell,  of  Philadelphia,  first 
Vice  President.  Thr'^e  hundred  delegates  were  present,  from 
nineteen  States  and  Territories,  including  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Yirginia,  Tennessee,  Kansas,  Missouri,  and  the  Territory,  now 
for  the  first  time  entered  on  the  list,  of  Dacota.  Maine  and 
New  Hampshire  damaged  their  reputation  by  playing  truant. 
The  proceedings  appear  to  have  been  very  interesting,  and 
characterized  by  unity  of  sentiment  and  action  The  only  un- 
pleasant feature  is  the  absence  of  reports  from  most  of  the 
standing  committees.  We  regard  the  duties  of  these  commit- 
tees, in  all  such  organizations,  as  so  important  that  neglect 
should  be  deemed  a  capital  offense.  The  following  officers 
were  chosen  for  the  current  year :  President,  Alden  March,  of 
New  York ;  Vice  Presidents,  James  Cooper  of  Delaware,  Da- 
vid Prince  of  Illinois,  C.  C.  Cox  of  Maryland,  E.  S.  Carr  of 
Wisconsin  ;  Secretaries,  H.  A.  Johnson  of  Illinois,  Guido  Fur- 
man  of  New  York;  Treasurer,  Caspar  Wistar,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. Committees  were  appointed  on  the  following  subjects : 
Medical  Education,  Medical  Literature,  Insanity,  Entrance  of 
Air  into  the  Circulation  of  the  Uterine  Sinuses,  Puerperal  Te- 
tanus, Microscopic  Observation  of  Cancer  Cells,  Hygienic  de- 
lations of  Air,  Quarantine,  Microscope,  Laws  for  Inspection  of 
Drugs,  Use  and  Abuse  of  Pessaries,  American  Medical  Necrol- 
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ogy,  Exsection  and  Conservative  Surgery,  Military  Hygiene. 
A  resolution  recommending  laws  for  compulsory  vaccination, 
was  referred  to  a  committee  for  consideration.  A  well  digest- 
ed memorial  to  Congress  was  adopted,  in  favor  of  according 
relative  rank  to  surgeons  in  the  army.  Dr.  Macgowan,  who 
had  resided  some  years  in  China,  addressed  the  Association  on 
the  state  of  Medical  Science  in  that  country. 

Most  of  our  readers  are,  in  all  probability,  cognizant  of  the 
report  adopted  by  the  Association,  in  regard  to  the  extraordi- 
nary edict  of  Surgeon  General  Hammond,  totally  excluding 
Calomel  and  Tartar  Emetic  from  the  army  supplies.  The  re- 
port, which  was  drawn  up  by  Dr.  Lawson,  of  Ohio,  and  adopted 
without  a  dissenting  voice,  charges  the  Surgeon  General  with 
having  "  committed  a  most  grievous  offence  against  the  dignity, 
usefulness,  and  humanity  of  our  profession  ;  that  he  has  heaped 
unmerited  insult  on  an  intelligent,  scientific,  and  humane  corps 
of  army  surgeons  ;  that  he  has  injured  in  a  most  serious  man- 
ner the  regular  profession."  The  order  is  pronounced  ''  an  un- 
warrantable assumption  of  authority,  and  a  reckless  attempt  to 
cut  the  Gordian  knot  of  intricate  pathology  by  the  exercise  of 
ojBicial  power.''  The  resolutions  of  the  association,  unanimous- 
ly adopted,  read  as  follows  : 

1.  That  this  association  condemns,  as  unwise  and  unneces- 
sary, the  circular  of  the  Surgeon  General,  prohibiting  the 
further  supply  of  calomel  and  tartar  emetic  for  use  in  the  ar- 
my ;  and  that  we  regard  such  an  order  as  an  indignity  to  the 
military  surgeons,  while  it  is  in  direct  opposition  to  the  opin- 
ions of  the  regular  profession  of  medicine. 

2.  That  the  withholding  of  ordinary  medicines  from  the  ar- 
my surgeons  implies  a  want  of  confidence  in  their  skill  as  a 
body,  which,  if  true,  calls  for  the  proper  interposition  of  the 
proper  authorities  ;  but  if  the  imputation  of  want  of  skill  is  un- 
founded, as  we  believe  it  is,  the  refusal  to  supply  proper  medi- 
cines is  wholly  unjustifiable. 

3.  That  circular  No.  6,  being  impolitic  and  prejudicial  to  the 
interests  of  the  service,  it  is  the  decided  sense  of  this  Association, 
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that  a  due  regard  for  the  welfare  of  the  army  requires,  and  we 
do  therefore  earnestly  recommend,  the  revision  of  that  circular^ 
and  the  substitution  of  the  more  just  and  philosophical  method 
of  correcting  abuses,  if  any  exist,  by  holding  each  surgeon  in- 
dividually responsible  for  the  proper  discharge  of  his  appro- 
priate duties." 

We  feel  satisfied  that  if  the  past  could  be  recalled,  that 
odious  Order  would  not  now  be  issued.  But  to  make  a  public 
acknowledgment  of  an  error,  especially  a  great  error,  is  a  sort 
of  martyrdom  which  requires  the  rare  heroism  of  a  Curtius. 
The  numerous  corps  of  army  surgeons,  and  through  them  the 
medical  profession  at  large,  feel,  and  will  always  feel,  that 
"  Circular  No.  6'^  carries  disgrace  and  infamy,  and  if  it  is  not 
withdrawn,  the  Surgeon  General  will  have  an  account  to  settle 
with  history. 

The  first  paper  in  the  "  Transactions"  is  the  opening  address 
of  the  acting  President,  Dr.  Jewell.  It  is  mainly  a  well-written 
argument  in  favor  of  sanitary  science  and  preventive  medicine, 
which,  he  thinks,  should  be  elevated  into  a  distinct  department, 
and  taught  in  our  medical  schools  by  a  special  professor  of 
Hygiene. 

The  report  on  Medical  Education,  drawn  up  by  Dr.  Cox,  of 
Maryland,  is  a  valuable  document.  Its  leading  points  are  em 
bodied  in  a  series  of  resolutions  which  were  adopted  by  the 
Association,  recommending  a  thorough  preliminary  education 
in  Latin,  Mathematics  and  Physics — a  more  extended  education 
in  the  medical  schools — a  more  rigid  examination  for  the  degree 
— attention  to  medical  jurisprudence  and  hygiene — and  the  en- 
couragement of  medical  associations  of  all  kinds. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Medical  Literature  is  from 
the  pen  of  Dr.  Charles  A.  Lee,  of  New  York.  It  gives  a  list  of 
twenty  medical  periodicals,  five  of  which  are  published  in  Phil- 
adelphia, three  in  New  York,  one  in  Utica,  one  in  Buffalo,  one 
in  Boston,  four  in  Cincinnati,  one  in  Columbus,  two  in  Chicago, 
and  two  in  San  Francisco.  Twenty-four  have  been  discontin- 
ued since  the  war,  including  fourteen  in  the  Southern  States. 
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Since  the  year  1860,  forty-six  new  American  medical  works  have 
been  published,  and  fourteen  new  editions  of  works  formerly 
issued  ;  also,  eighteen  reprints  of  new  foreign  works  and  twen- 
ty-one new  editions  of  foreign  works  already  published.  Be- 
sides, there  have  been  numerous  volumes  of  the  proceedings  of 
State  and  local  societies,  and  a  large  number  of  minor  works  in 
pamphlet  form.  The  various  societies.  State  and  local,  in  the 
loyal  States,  are  living  and  active.  In  striking  contrast  to  this 
intellectual  activity  in  the  North,  is  the  condition  of  medical 
literature  in  the  Confederate  States,  where  the  societies  have 
all  died  out,  and  where  the  press,  for  three  years,  has  produced 
one  solitary  book,  a  work  on  military  surgery,  by  Professor  Chis- 
holme,  of  Charleston,  S.  C. 

The  next  article  is  by  Professor  Andrews,  of  Illinois,  on  Dia- 
theses ;  their  surgical  relations  and  effects.  Three  diatheses  are  ob- 
served in  surgery,  the  aplastic,  the  hyperplastic,  and  the  normal. 
The  first  is  characterized  by  a  deficiency  of  reparative  power, 
an  absence  of  plastic  lymph,  and  a  tendency  to  erysipelas,  phle- 
bitis, and  pyaemia  :  the  secoi^d  by  rheumatic  symptoms,  acid  se- 
cretions, the  speedy  healing  of  slight  wounds.  Erysipelas  is 
the  typical  malady  of  the  former,  as  rheumatism  is  of  the  latter. 
The  author  adopts  the  doctrines  of  the  chemical  school  of  path- 
ologists, now  in  the  ascendant,  and  regards  the  aplastic  diathe- 
sis as  dependent  on  an  alkaline,  and  the  hyperplastic  on  an  acid, 
condition  of  the  fluids.  He  believes  in  a  specific,  erysipelatous 
virus,  producing  hospital  gangrene,  and  allied  to,  if  not  identi- 
cal with,  the  poison  of  malignant  scarlatina,  malignant  cholera, 
and  epidemic  dysentery.  This  virus,  together  with  the  aplastic 
diathesis,  are  two  morbid  elements  present  in  every  malignant 
epidemic.  It  is  important  to  avoid  any  important  operation 
during  this  diathesis.  It  may  be  easily  detected  by  a  tendency 
to  suppuration  in  slight  injuries  and  abrasions  of  the  skin,  scar- 
let inflammation,  and  soft  tumefaction ;  whilst,  in  the  opposite 
condition,  small  injuries  suppurate  with  difficulty  or  not  at  all, 
inflammation  is  hard  and  inclined  to  a  purple  hue,  and  there 
may  be  rheumatic,  gouty,  or  asthmatic  symptoms,  with  sour 
eructations. 
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Professor  Andrews  has  the  most  charming  confidence  in  the 
power  of  medicine  over  the  aplastic  diathesis  and  its  malignant 
developments.  He  depends  mainly  on  the  tinctura  ferri  chloridi. 
Twenty-five  to  forty  drops  must  be  given  every  hour  or  two,  un- 
til a  full  and  decisive  effect  is  obtained.  The  ordinary  doses 
are  too  small.  Under  its  use,  erysipelas  ceases  to  extend  in  twenty- 
four  to  thirty-six  hours.  He  has  used  it  for  years  as  a  prophy- 
lactic after  surgical  operations,  and  ne  v  er  loses  a  patient  from 
erysipelas,  gangrene,  phlebitis  or  pyaemia.  Bromine,  iodine, 
and  other  articles  are  also  serviceable. —  A^sforthe  hyperplastic 
diathesis,  we  infer  from  the  author's  remarks,  that  he  regards  it 
as  a  more  favorable  condition  for  the  performance  of  surgical 
operations  than  the  normal  state. 

The  American  Method  of  Treating  Joint-Diseases  and  Deforinities^ 
is  the  title  of  a  paper  contributed  by  Dr.  Davis  of  New  York. 
The  treatment  of  Dr.  Davis  is  based  on  the  proposition  that  in 
diseases  of  the  spinal  column  and  joints  in  general,  the  carti- 
lages and  bony  surfaces  are  destroyed  by  pressure.  Hence  he 
aims  at  the  application  of  constant  extension,  to  remove  all  pres- 
sure. Tne  extension  he  accomplishes  by  elastic  bands.  The 
paper  is  very  elaborate,  and  contains  much  interesting  material. 
But  we  have  not  space  even  for  a  longer  notice. — The  title  of 
the  paper  strikes  us  as  singular.  Instead  of  the  "  American" 
method,  we  think  it  should  be  called  the  "  method  of  Dr.  Davis." 

A  Case  of  Diarrhcea  Miposa,  by  Dr.  Griscom  of  New  York,  is 
an  account  of  a  rare  form  of  disease,  of  which  twenty-four  other 
cases  are  noticed,  some  of  them  as  old  as  Tulpius  and  Fabricius 
Hildanus.  The  patient  in  question  had  served  in  the  British 
army  in  the  Crimea,  where  he  was  seized  with  Intermittent,  fol- 
lowed by  dysentery.  Since  that  time  he  has  suffered  from  an- 
asarca, lumbar  pains,  and  various  forms  of  abdominal  disorder. 
More  than  a  year  ago  he  began  to  pass  an  oily  matter  with  his 
faeces,  and  has  continued  to  do  so  at  different  times.  His  bow- 
els are  rather  loose,  and  the  oil  often  leaks  out  involuntarily. 
The  moderate  use  of  whisky  appears  to  arrest  its  production. 
Dr.  Griscom  exhibited  specimens  of  soap  and  candles  made  from 
the  excretion. 
6 
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The  Report  on  American  Medical  Necrology,  by  Dr.  C.  C. 
Cox  of  Maryland,  Surgeon  in  the  army,  is  extremely  meager, 
owing  to  the  failure  of  the  members  of  the  committee  to  furnish 
material  to  the  Chairman.  There  is  no  reasonable  excuse  for 
failure  in  a  duty  so  easily  performed.  Connecticut  is  the  only 
New  England  State  from  which  any  return  is  made,  and  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania  the  only  States  furnishing  anything  like 
a  complete  list.  TliE  whole  number  of  physicians  whose  deaths 
are  recorded  is  65,  of  whom  16  were  in  the  army  and  navy. 
Four  of  the  16  who  died  in  the  service  of  their  country  were 
killed  in  battle.  The  average  age  of  thirty-seven,  whose  ages 
are  given,  was  56  years  and  9  months.  Four  were  in  the 
80th  decade  at  the  time  of  death,  5  between  70  and  80,  7  be- 
tween 60  and  70,  9  between  50  and  60,  5  between  40  and 
50,  6  between  30  and  40,  and  one  under  30.  Dr.  CoLdict  of 
New  Jersey,  was  the  oldest  on  the  list,  having  died  at  89,  after 
practising  medicine  64  years. 

The  most  important  paper  in  the  volume  is  an  "  Inquiry  into 
the  Physiological  and  Medicinal  Properties  of  the  Yeratrum 
Viride,"  by  Dr.  Percy.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Thera- 
peutics in  the  New  York  Medical  College  :  being  the  prize  es- 
say to  which  the  American  Medical  Association  awarded  the 
gold  medal  for  1863.  We  regard  the  plant  in  question  as  one 
of  the  most  extraordinary  and  valuable  articles  of  the  Materia 
Medica — -the  opinion  of  certain  English  authorities  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstaLding.  And  as  its  therapeutic  uses  are  in-' 
creasing,  we  cannot  do  a  better  service  to  such  of  our  readers 
as  have  not  access  to  the  volume  before  us,  than  by  presenting 
them  with  some  of  the  leading  iacts  and  principles  contained 
in  the  "  Inquiry." 

Three  preparations  were  employed  by  Dr.  Percy,  the  alco- 
holic extract  or  resihoid.  the  concentrated  tincture,  prepared  by 
dissolving  one  part  of  the  resinoid  in  ten  parts  of  alcohol,  and 
the  alkaloid,  or  veratria,  which  is  identical  with,  or  very  similar 
to,  the  alkaloid  obtained  from  the  V.  album,  and  V.  sabadilla. 
The  best  test  for  veratria  is  sulphuric  acid.     By  this  test  the 
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fifty  thousandtli  part  of  a  grain  of  purified  commercial  veratria 
has  been  detected. .  It  produces  a  bright  red  color. 

Two  minims  (4  drops)  of  the  concentrated  tincture  given  to  an 
adult,  produce  no  eifect  of  which  he  is  sensible.  In  an  hour 
the  pulse  is  reduced  in  force  and  hardness.  By  repeating  the 
dose  hourly,  three  or  four  times,  the  pulse  diminishes  in  fre- 
quency, and  the  skin  and  salivary  glands  tlirow  out  their  secre- 
tions. The  respiration  becomes  fuller  and  less  frequent.  A 
pulse  of  150  will  frequently  fall  to  90  or  80. 

Five  minims  every  hour  will  produce  vomiting  in  three  or 
four  hours,  the  pulse  frequently  falling  to  60,  at  which  point  it 
may  be  kept  as  long  as  desired,  by  continuing  the  medicine  in 
smaller  doses.  The  patient  inclines  to  sleep,  and  has  nausea 
on  rising.    Mind  clear  and  skin  moist. 

If  the  same  dose  be  continued  after  vomiting  the  pulse  will 
fall  to  50  or  40.  The  vomiting  becomes  severe  and  painful ;  coun- 
tenance pale  and  aspect  alarming  ;  prostration  great ;  respira- 
tion uneasy  and  irregular  ;  skin  cold  and  moist ;  patient  faints 
on  rising.  If  the  medicine  be  suspended,  these  symptoms  will 
pass  away  in  a  few  hours. 

Larger  doses  produce  an  aggravation  of  all  the  symptoms. 
The  pulse  sometimes  becomes  irregular  and  intermittent,  reduced 
to  30,  and  in  one  instance  related  to  the  author,  as  low  as  19. 
The  state,  however,  is  one  of  prostration  and  not  exhaustion. 
Recovery  is  rapid  and  certain,  under  proper  treatment.  Dr. 
Percy  has  "  never  seen  nor  heard  of  the  death  of  a  human  being 
from  the  veratrum."  That  it  may  produce  death,  however,  he 
does  not  doubt.  In  several  instances  as  much  as  two  ounces 
of  the  concentrated  tincture  were  taken,  without  fatal  conse- 
quences. There  is  probably  no  remedy  in  the  Materia  Medica 
which  produces  such  death-like  pallor.  Stimulants  of  all  kinds, 
including  frictions,  are  the  appropriate  antidotes.  Small  doses 
of  the  medicine,  frequently  repeated,  are  best  adapted  to  secure 
its  specific  eifects.  Children  bear  larger  proportionate  doses. 
A  child  of  eight  years  will  bear  half  as  much  as  an  adult. 

Some  curious  experiments  on  dogs  are  detailed,  showing  the 
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antidotal  relations  of  veratnim  and  strychnia.  A  dog  con- 
vulsed from  J  gr.  of  the  latter,  had  one  drachm  of  the  tinc- 
ture injected  beneath  the  skin  in  the  cardiac  region.  In  30 
minutes  he  vomited,  and  the  convulsions  gradually  passed  away. 
A  dog,  while  perfectly  prostrate  under  the  influence  of  vera- 
trum,  and  unable  to  make  the  slightest  resistance,  with  his  pulse 
at  IT,  had  one-sixth  of  a  grain  acetate  of  strychnia  thrown  into 
his  stomach.  In  16  minutes  he  gave  one  strong  convulsive 
movement  and  stood  upon  his  feet,  with  an  alarmed  and  wild  ap- 
pearance. His  pulse  had  risen  to  46.  He  lay  down  again  and 
did  not  attempt  to  move  for  two  hours. — It  is  only  when  strych- 
nia has  been  used  in  moderate  quantities  that  veratrum  has  any 
power  as  an  antidote. 

Two  dogs  having  been  subjected  alike  to  the  full  influence  of 
the  veratrum,  one  was  kept  for  the  night  in  a  warm  room,  and 
the  other  put  out  of  doors  in  a  temperature  of  24°.  In  the 
morning  the  former  had  nearly  recovered,  while  the  latter  was 
dead  and  frozen.  From  this  an  important  hint  is  derived,  in 
regard  to  the  treatment  of  poisoning  from  arterial  sedatives. 

In  his  experiments  on  dogs,  veratrum  and  cantharides  seemed 
to  our  author  to  be  more  directly  antidotal  than  any  other  med- 
icines. Whenever  there  was  an  inordinate  degree  of  depression 
caused  by  any  of  the  preparations  of  veratrum,  he  obtained  the 
quickest  and  most  complete  relief  with  cantharides.  He  admin- 
istered it  twice  with  equally  beneficial  effects  in  the  human  sub- 
ject. 

The  results  of  experiments  on  the  blood  indicate  that  vera- 
trum does  n )%  like  many  of  the  salines  and  antimonials,  dimin- 
ish the  amount  of  fibrin  in  the  circulating  fluid. 

The  blood  vessels  of  frogs  and  bats  were  ascertained,  by  the 
microscope,  to  be  dilated  in  a  marked  degree,  when  the  animals 
were  under  the  influence  of  veratrum.  A  capillary,  conducting 
a  single  file  of  corpuscles  in  the  normal  condition,  admitted  two 
in  an  irregular  column.  Cantharides  had  precisely  the  opoo- 
site  effect. 

The  blood  discs  also  are  changed,  first  enlarging  by  endos- 
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mosis,  then  contracting  as  the  influence  of  the  veratrum  in- 
creases. 

Veratrum  viride  acts  by  absorption  and  transmission  wi^h  the 
blood,  and  its  effects  do  not  take  place  until  after  absorption. 
Dr.  Percy  thinks  it  exerts  its  special  and  peculiar  influence  on 
the  endano^ium,  or  "blood-nerve  membrane." 

We  will  conclude  this  review  with  a  notice  of  several  cases 
illustrative  of  the  action  of  the  medicine — a  notice  which  we 
fear  must  be  too  brief  to  do  justice  to  the  subject. 

Case  1  is  denominated  Encephalitis.  A  girl,  set.  11  years, 
fell  twice  the  same  day  on  her  head,  and  had  sickness  of  stomach 
and  severe  pain  of  head  immediately  ensuing.  Twenty-four 
hours  afterwards  she  had  violent  pain,  flushed  face,  dejected  eyes, 
right  pupil  greatly  dilated,  intolerance  of  light,  constant  vom- 
iting, pulse  174  and  wiry.  Two  minims  tr.  verat.  vir.  every 
hour  reduced  the  pulse  in  6  hours  to  79.  The  same  dose  was 
then  given  at  intervals  of  from  one  to  two  hours,  and  in  12 
hours  later  the  pulse  was  41.  By  the  cautious  use  of  the  reme- 
dy the  pulse  was  kept  between  44  and  60.  In  six  days  from 
the  injury  the  symptoms  had  gradually  passed  ofi",  and  the  medi- 
cine was  discontinued.  Nothing  else  was  given,  except  1|-  gr. 
of  podophyllin  occasionally,  to  move  the  bowels.  The  cure 
was  complete. — We  take  the  liberty  to  add.  without  intending 
to  detract  from  the  merit  of  the  treatment,  that  20  or  30  years 
ago  the  patient  would  have  been  bled  and  leeched,  and  in  all 
probability  cured  in  a  shorter  time. 

Case  2.  Pneumo-pleuritis,  in  a  female,  aet.  37.  Kespirations 
30,  pulse  164.  After  catharsis  and  the  application  of  a  hot 
poultice  to  chest,  the  tincture  was  given  in  doses  of  from  two  to 
five  minims,  combined  occasionally  with  sulph.  morph.  In  15 
hours,  pulse  51,  respirations  20.     Cure  complete  in  four  days. 

Case  3,  Pneumo-pleuritis,  in  a  boy,  set.  11  years,  with  a  pulse 
of  165  and  32  respirations  per  minute,  was  treated  wnth  about 
3  minims  every  hour.  In  5|  hours  from  the  first  dose  he  be- 
came pale  and  faint,  with  profuse  perspiration  :  respiration  19, 
pulse  41,  full  and  soft.     He  was  free  from  pain  when  undis- 
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tnrbed,  but  faint  on  moving,  and  wished  to  be  let  alone.  The 
medicine  was  given  occasionally  as  the  pulse  rose.  In  24  hours 
from  the  institution  of  the  treatment  there  was  no  crepitation 
in  either  lung,  and  the  disease  had  vanished. 

Case  4.  Pneumonia  in  a  pregnant  woman,  treated  in  like 
manner.  Pulse  fell  from  152  to  82  in  eight  hours,  and  subse- 
quently to  58. 

Case  5.  Acute  RheuDiatism  in  Knee,  with  bellows  murmur 
and  precordial  constriction.  Pulse  146,  brought  down  to  80  in 
8  hours,  and  kept  near  that  point  by  the  medicine.  Podophyl- 
lin  and  liquor  potassae  occasionally  added.  In  four  days  the 
patient  declared  himself  quite  well,  and  "  asserted  that  for  four 
years  he  had  not  felt  so  free  from  trouble  about  the  heart.'' 

Case  6.  Mammary  inflammation,  on  the  10th  day  from  deliv- 
ery. The  tincture  was  given  freely  at  first,  so  as  to  produce 
vomiting.  The  infant  was  violently  affected  from  the  milk,  and 
a  kitten  was  vomited  by  it.  Yeratria  was  detected  in  the  milk 
and  urine,  by  chemical  tests.  The  mammary  inflammation 
was  speedily  relieved. 

Case  6.  Acute  Hysteric  Chorea,  treated  by  hypodermic  injec- 
tions at  first,  then  the  internal  use  of  the  tincture,  with  sulph. 
morph.     Cured  in  12  hours. 

Case  8.  Severe  Facial  Neuralgia.  Patient  had  not  slept  for 
two  nights  ;  pulse  147,  and  features  quivering  with  pain.  Six 
minims  of  the  tincture  injected  at  angle  of  jaw.  In  two  minutes 
the  pain  was  gone  and  only  the  soreness  was  left.  "The  girl 
was  almost  frightened  at  the  quick  relief,  and  declared  it  to  be 
a  miracle." 

Case  9.  Acute  Sciatica.  Five  minims  injected  in  popliteal 
space,  and  twice  repeated.  Nausea  followed,  but  no  vomiting. 
Relief  entire  and  permanent,  after  9  hours. 

Case  10.  Disease  of  Heart,  with  Pneumonia.  Pulse  not  to 
be  counted,  and  rounds  of  heart  not  capable  of  anah^sis.  The 
use  of  the  medicine  so  reduced  the  heart's  action  that  a  perfect 
diagnosis  was  easily  made  out.  Dr.  Percy  attaches  great  value 
to  the  veratrum  in  such  cases,  as  a  means  of  accomplishing 
diagnosis  which  would  be  otherwise  impossible. 
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In  a  number  of  these  cases  the  effect  on  the  kidneys  was  well 
marked.  The  author  has  not  succeeded,  as  some  others  assert 
they  have  done,  in  the  treatment  of  typhus  and  typhoid  fevers 
with  the  veratrum.  Of  thirteen  cases  of  delirium  tremens 
treated  with  it,  not  one  proved  fatal.  Four  to  six  minims  of 
the  tincture  were  given  hourly  till  the  pulse  was  reduced  to  60 
or  70,  with  nausea,  and  then  smaller  doses.  Dr.  Percy  consid- 
ers it  more  serviceable  in  acuie  bronchitis  than  in  any  other 
disease.  He  has  found  it  better  than  any  other  remedy  in  pro- 
ducing relaxation  for  tuxis  in  hernia,  and  for  catheterism  in 
stricture  of  urethra. 

It  may  be  well  to  add,  that  the  tincture  used  by  Dr.  Percy 
is  not  the  officinal  preparation  found  in  the  shops,  prepared 
from  the  root ;  but  as  we  have  already  stated,  an  alcoholic 
solution  of  the  extract,  and,  we  should  judge,  about  twice  the 
strength  of  the  officinal  article. 


The  Diseases  of  the  Ear,  their  Diagnosis  and  Treatment  ; 
A  Text-Book  of  Aural  Surgery,  in  the  Form  of  Lec- 
tures. By  Dr.  Von  TroLTSCH,  Aural  Surgeon  and  Lecturer 
in  the  University  of  Wiirzburg.  Translated  from  the  German, 
and  edited  by  Dr.  Roosa,  Assistant  Surgeon  to  the  New  York 
Eye  Infirmary.  New  York  :  Wm.  Wood  &  Co,  1864.  A. 
Eoman  &  Co.,  San  Francisco. 

This  is  a  neatly  printed  volume  of  250  pages,  designed  by 
the  author  as  "  a  brief  text-book,  whose  aim  is  to  comprise  the 
whole  field  of  aural  surgery.''  It  is  a  solid  book,  dealing  in 
facts  and  principles,  and  not  swollen  by  controversial  discus- 
sions and  verbose  speculations.  The  notes  of  the  translator  are 
often  valuable.  We  have  but  one  fault  to  find  with  the  work, 
and  that  is  the  awkwardness  of  the  translation.  A  language 
so  full  of  idioms  as  the  German,  requires  a  good  English 
scholar  to  give  it  a  good  English  costume.  The  translator,  not 
being  technically  conversant  with  our  tongue,  could  not  be  ex- 
pected to  give  a  polished  rendering  of  the  German.  He  de- 
serves credit  for  his  labor  and  enterprize,  but  we  regret  that 
he  did  not  subject  his  manuscript  to  critical  correction  before 
passing  it  through  the  press,  so  as  to  avoid  such  expressions  as 
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"  how  much  part,"  and  ''  later  on."  Or  take,  for  illustration, 
the  following  passage  :  "  I  have  only  seen  seven  cases  in  which 
the  aural  catarrh  was  on  but  one  side ;  and,  on  close  examina- 
tion, you  will  almost  never  find  the  other  ear  entirely  free  from 
disease."  But,  in  spite  of  the  defects  of  translation,  the  sense 
of  the  text  is  generally  very  clear,  and  no  physician  who  would 
study  the  diseases  of  the  organ  of  hearing  will  fail  to  possess 
himself  of  the  work.  ' 


Practical  Pharmacy  :  the  Arrangements,  Apparatus,  and  Mani- 
pulations, OF  the  Pharmaceutical  Shop  and  Laboratory.  By 
Mohr  &  Redwood.  Edited,  with  extensive  additions,  by  W. 
Proctor,  Professor  of  Pharmacy  in  the  Philadelphia  College  of 
Pharmacy  ;  pp.  576.  Philadelphia  :  Lea  &  Blanchard.  San 
Francisco  :  Bancroft  &  Co. 

A  Treatise  on  Pharmacy  ;  designed  as  a  Text-book  for  the  Stu- 
dent, AND  AS  A  Guide  for  the  Physician  and  Pharmaceutist. 
By  Edvv'ard  Parrish,  Principal  of  the  School  of  Practical  Phar- 
macy, Philadelphia,  &c.,  &c.  Philadelphia  :  Lea  &  Blanchard. 
Third  edition  ;  pp.  8.50,  San  Francisco  :  Bancroft  &  Co. 
When  a  few  enlig-hteiied  and  enterprising  apothecaries  in  Phil- 
adelphia established  the  "  College  of  Pharmacy,"  forty  years  ago, 
they  could  scarcely  have  anticipated  the  immense  benefits  that 
have  flowed  from  their  undertaking.  Not  only  has  it  reared  an  en- 
tire generation  of  accomplished  Pharmaceutists,  and  imparted  to 
the  profession  of  Druggist  in  the  United  States  a  high  moral  and 
scientific  tone,  but  it  has  also  trained  a  number  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished Physicians,  such  as  Wood,  Jackson,  and  Carson,  who 
have  stcpt  from  the  chairs  of  Pharmacy  and  Chemistry  in  that  insti- 
tution, to  Professorships  in  the  first  medical  schools.  The  volumes 
before  us  are  a  further  illustration  of  the  same  influence  That  of 
Mohr,  Redwood,  and  Proctor  is  complete  in  itself,  but  restricted 
to  the  subjects  stated  in  the  title.  It  is  a  standard  English  work, 
much  improved  by  the  American  Editor.  Parrish's  book  is  more 
comprehensive,  embracing  Pharmacy,  and  so  much  of  Materia  Med- 
ica  and  Che.iiistry  as  is  collateral  with  Pharmacy.  It  is  fresh 
from  the  press,  and  has  the  great  merit  of  embodying  the  latest  dis- 
coveries in  Organic  Chemistry — a  science  which,  as  every  one 
knows,  makes  a  revolutionary  progress  in  a  few  years.  The  sec- 
tion on  the  proximate  principles  of  vegetables,  especially  the  part 
on  organic  acids  and  alkalis,  strikes  us  as  possessing  especial 
value.'  The  medical  student  and  the  practising  physician  will  find 
the  volume  of  inestimable  worth  for  study  and  reference.  We  re- 
gret that  want  of  space  prevents  us  from  making  a  more  extended 
notice  of  these  excellent  publications. 


Circular  to  Pliysiciaiis  and  Otliers, 


LouisvirLE,  Ky.,  Jan.  1st,  1862. 
The  undersigned  respectfully  calls  the  attention  of  the  Medical  Faculty  of 
the  United  States  to  the  following  correspondence  between  a  number  of  the 
most-  respectable  and  influential  physicians  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn,  and 
the  writer.  WM.  T.  CUTTER,  Jb. 

New  York,  May  1st,  1861. 

Me.  Wm.  T.  ("utter,  Jr.,  Louisville,  Ky — Dear  Sir:  The  great  diffi- 
culty experienced  in  procuring  brandy  sufficiently  pure  for  medicinal  pur- 
poses, has  induced  many  of  the  physicians  of  this  vicinity  to  adopt  Bourbon 
Whisky  as  a  substitute,  both  in  the  Hospitals  and  private  practice  ;  and,  since 
the  latter  has  come  into  such  general  use,  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  a 
great  deal  now  sold  is  of  very  inferior  quality. 

^Presuming  that  your  residence  in  the  vicinity  of  the  manufacturers  of  Whis- 
ky ill  Kentucky,  as  well  as  your  skill  as  a  Chemist,  will  enable  you  to  select 
a  reliable  article,  and  having  full  confidence  in  your  integrity,  we  are  led  to 
enquire  whether  you  will  not  aid  us  in  having  this  market  supplied,  through 
an  agency,  with  the  best  quality  of  Pure  Old  Bourbon  Whisky  fur  the  use  of 
the  sick.  We  are  very  respectfully,  sir,  yours  truly, 

VALENTINE  MOTT,  FKANCIS  H.  HAMILTON. 

WILLAHD  PARKER,  M.  D..  DEWITT  C.  ENOS,  M.  D, 

JO.  C.  HUTCHINSON,  M.  D.,        R.  OGDEN   DOREMUS,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Chemistry. 
AUSTIN  FLINT,  M.  D.,  E.  N.  CHAPMAN, M.  D,  Brooklyn, 

C.  L.  MITCHELL,  M.  D..  JAMES  R.  W^OOD,  M.  D., 

W.  C.  P.  BAYLIS,   Pharmaceutist,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y^ 

Louisville,  Ky.,  July  31st,  1861. 
Doctors  Valentine  Vott,  Willard  Parker  and  Others. — Gentlemen: 
Your  letter  of  May  1st  has  been  received.  In  accordance  with  your  wishes, 
I  have  made  arrangements  to  supply  your  city  and  vicinity  with  a  pure  article 
of  copper  distilled  Bourbon  Whisky,  which  I  trust  will  fully  meet  the  re- 
quirements of '  your  letter.  All  orders  addressed  to  Mr.  John  M.  Carter,  (late 
Druggist  and  Apothecary  of .  this  city)  now  of  New  York,  186  Washington 
street,  will  be  promptly  attended  to.  Thanking  you  for  your  kind  expressions 
of  confidence,  &c.,  I  remain,  very  respectfully,  yours  truly, 

WM.  T.  CUTTER,  Jr. 


W.  T.  Cutter  offers  the  above  named  article  For  Sale  by  the  case,  put  up  in 
bottles,  at  No.  Ill  California  Street,  where  he  will  be  pleased  to  receive  Drug- 
gists and  other  parties  interested. 
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A  Few  Notes  on  Hypodermic  Injections. 

BT   HENRY   GIBBONS,    M.    D. 

Sub-cutaneous — is  the  term  which  was  first  applied  to  this 
method  of  medication  ;  but  as  that  word  has  no  claims  to  a 
derivation  beyond  the  Latin  tongue,  and  as  it  is  intelligible 
even  to  the  vulgar,  we  go  back  to  the  Greek  and  say  Hypo- 
dermic, just  as  we  despise  the  Saxon  phrase  "  blind  pouch,"  and 
write  in  lieu  thereof  "  monotrematous  cloaca." 

Six  years  ago  the  attention  of  the  profession  was  called  to 
this  mode  of  applying  remedies,  by  Mr.  Hunter,  in  the  London 
Lancet.  The  practice  was  adopted  by  a  physician  here  and 
there,  and  in  Boston  it  was  "  all  the  rage"  for  awhile,  but  it 
does  not  appear  yet  to  have  made  its  way  into  the  hands  of 
practitioners  generally.  From  the  experience  I  have  had  in  its 
application  for  more  than  two  years,  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is 
not  properly  appreciated  by  the  physicians  of  California.  For 
the  relief  of  pain,  it  certainly  has  no  equal.  Not  only  is  it 
applicable  in  all  cases  which  admit  of  opiates,  but  in  many  in- 
stances when  it  would  be  improper  or  impossible  to  administer 
anodynes  by  the  stomach,  their  hypodermic  use  may  be  resorted 
to  with  the  happiest  results. 

Take  the  following  case  as  an  illustration  :  H.  B.,  a  stout 
muscular  man,  came  into  my  ofiice,  walking. with  much  difficulty, 
on  account  of  a  violent  pain  shooting  through  the  chest,  from 
the  left  scapula  to  the  region  of  the  heart.  At  every  inspira- 
tion he  was  ready  to  scream  with  pain.  He  had  slept  none  the 
past  night,  and  begged  me  to  do  something  to  relieve  his  agony. 
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It  was  evidently  a  case  of  pleurodynia,  without  inflammatory 
symptoms.  With  great  difficulty  he  took  off  his  coat.  I  injected 
two-thirds  of  a  grain  of  sulph.  morph.  in  the  cardiac  region, 
and  then  bade  liim  proceed  home  without  delay,  as  he  would 
soon  be  sleepy.  He  laugiicd  at  the  idea,  but  in  less  than  two 
minutes  from  the  operation,  put  his  hand  to  his  forehead,  ex- 
claiming :  "  I  feel  it  in  my  head  already — I  know  the  feeling, 
as  I  have  taken  morphia  before."  When  he  had  replaced  his 
coat,  I  asked — "  How  is  your  pain  ?"  He  threw  his  arm  up  and 
answered,  in  evident  astonishment — "  Don't  you  see  ? — it  is  gone. 
I  could  jump  into  my  wagon  at  once."  He  remained  at  ease 
nearly  24  hours  when,  the  power  of  the  drug  being  exhausted, 
a  slight  return  of  pain  followed.  This,  however,  was  soon 
removed  by  the  ordinary  remedies. 

I  have  seen  a  patient  in  St.  Mary's  Hospital  who  was  walking 
with  pain  and  difficulty,  in  consequence  of  sciatica.  I  injected 
half  a  grain  of  morphia  over  the  trochanter,  and  before  I  had 
got  my  syringe  wiped  and  put  up,  he  was  walking  over  the 
floor  entirely  relieved,  and  much  amused  at  the  result. 

A  lady  came  under  my  charge  with  rheumatic  conjunctivitis, 
affecting  the  left  eye.  She  had  suffered  intense  pain  for  more 
than  a  week,  scarcely  sleeping  at  all,  though  using  opiates  freely. 
I  injected  in  the  temple  half  a  grain  of  sulph.  morph.  In  15 
minutes  the  pain  ceased  entirely,  and  though  not  a  particle  of 
anodyne  was  subsequently  administered,  there  was  no  return  of 
it.  Further,  convalescence  commenced  at  once  and  progressed 
most  favorably. 

An  elderly  man  came  into  St.  Mary's  Hospital  with  lumbago, 
of  several  days'  standing.  The  pain  was  not  violent  except  on 
motion,  but  it  had  kept  him  from  resting  at  night.  By  my  di- 
rection. Dr.  Cachot,  the  house  surgeon,  injected  in  the  back 
half  a  grain  of  sulph.  morph.  with  20  drops  Tine.  Verat.  Yir. 
idis.  He  had  uneasy  sleep  through  the  night  and  but  little 
pain  on  motion  tlie  next  day.  On  the  day  following  the  pain 
and  stiffness  were  entirely  gone,  and  he  walked  out  in  three 
days  from  admission,  entirely  well.  The  only  treatment  in  ad- 
dition to  the  injection  was  an  occasional  dose  of  Guaiacum,  in 
all  about  5jij. 
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When  the  preparations  of  opium  are  introduced  into  the  cir. 
culation  through  the  cellular  tissue,  no  effect  is  produced  on  the 
bowels.  The  whole  force  of  the  medicine  is  concentrated  on  the 
nervous  system.  Medicines  which  act  by  absorption  are  par- 
tially wasted,  so  to  speak,  when  taken  into  the  stomach. 
Hence  the  hypodermic  dose  should  be  smaller  than  the  dose  by 
stomach,  rather  than  larger.  This  rule  applies  to  all  remedies, 
but  to  some  much  more  than  to  others.  Thus  in  regard  to  qui- 
nia,  one  half  the  common  doses  will  probably  suffice  when  in- 
jected. 

The  action  of  remedies  is  much  more  prompt  by  the  hypo- 
dermic application.  1  have  repeatedl}^  known  the  patent  to 
complain  of  giddiness  in  less  than  two  minutes  after  the  injec- 
tion of  morphia.  The  stomach  is  apt  to  feel  the  effect  at  the 
Same  time.  But  the  disturbance  of  the  stomach  does  not  gen- 
erally take  place  within  an  hour  or  two  ;  and  it  often  cont'nues 
six  hours  or  longer.  With  me,  this  is  the  strongest  objection 
to  its  use.  The  proportion  of  cases  which  have  suffered  in  this 
way,  according  to  my  experience,  is  at  least  one-half.  I  am  in- 
clined to  believe  that  persons  who  are  intolerant  of  opiates  by 
the  stomach,  are  not  more  likely  to  suffer  by  the  injection  than 
others.  One  thing  I  know,  that  some  patients  who  tolerate 
them  in  large  doses  by  the  stomach,  are  severely  nauseated  by 
the  hypodermic  application.  A  gentleman  who  had  several 
times  taken  ten  grains  of  opium  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours  for 
violent  arthritic  or  neuralgic  pain,  without  any  sensible  effect  on 
the  stomach,  was  kept  vcvniiting  nearly  all  night  by  the  injec- 
tion of  half  a  grain  of  morphia  in  his  foot. 

If  the  nauseating  effect  of  the  treatment  could  be  obviated, 
its  value  would  be  greatly  enhanced.  I  am  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  addition  of  aconite  or  Teratrum  tends  to 
lessen  the  nausea.  Experiments  now  in  progress  under  my  eye, 
will  enable  me  soon  to  speak  confidently  on  this  subject. 

It  might  be  inferred  from  the  prompt  diffusion  and  speedy 
action  of  medicines  introduced  beneath  the  skin,  that  the  effect 
would  the  sooner  come  to  an  end.  But  the  reverse  is  true.  In 
regard  [to  morphia,  the  anesthetic  effect  lasts  nearly  twice  as 
long  as  when  the  medicine  is  swallowed. 
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It  is  of  little  importance,  in  regard  to  the  relief  of  pain,  in 
what  part  of  the  surface  the  medicine  is  inserted.  Facial  neu. 
ralgia  is  relieved  almost  or  quite  as  promptly  by  injecting  the 
narcotic  in  the  foot  as  in  the  head.  It  is  reasonable,  however 
to  infer  that,  by  injecting  near  the  seat  of  the  pain,  we  should 
gain  something  by  the  derivative  influence  of  local  irritation. 

The  substances  hitherto  employed  in  this  manner,  as  far  as  I 
can  ascertain,  are  :  the  preparations  of  opium,  hyoscyamus,  bella- 
donna, aconite,  veratrum  and  strychnia,  sulphate  of  quinia,  iodine, 
and  chloroform.  The  sulphate,  acetate  and  meconate  of  morphia 
have  been  used,  and  the  last  is  preferred  by  several  practition- 
ers.  But  it  is  probable  the  sulphate  will  answer  every  purpose. 

The  range  of  the  application  of  narcotics  by  this  method,  is 
extensive.  To  relieve  pain,  to  allay  spasm,  and  to  produce 
sleep,  the  hypodermic  injection  may  be  used  in  every  instance 
in  which  the  internal  administration  of  opiates  would  be  ad- 
missible. In  the  obstinate  tooth-ache  of  preo^nancy,  the  injec- 
tion of  morphia  in  the  submucous  tissue  of  the  gum,  gave  in" 
stant  and  permanent  relief  in  a  case  wliich  had  resisted  other 
treatment.  In  a  case  of  delirium  tremens,  resisting  opiates,  the 
patient  was  put  to  sleep  in  ten  minutes  by  the  injection.  A 
patient  in  Boston  who  had  suffered  excruciating  agony  from 
Sciatica,  who  was  exhausted  by  it  almost  to  death,  and  who 
could  obtain  no  relief  b}^  other  means,  was  put  to  sleep  by  the 
injection.  It  was  continued  in  this  case  daily,  and  sometimes 
twice  a  day,  upwards  of  nine  months,  when  a  permanent  cure 
was  effected.  It  has  been  highly  recommended  in  sea  sickness, 
and  certainly  deserves  a  trial  in  the  more  distressing  forms  of 
that  affection.  I  have  under  charge  in  St^  Mary's  a  case  of  pul- 
monary disease  in  the  advanced  stage,  attended  with  as  much 
pain  and  suffering  as  I  ever  witnessed  in  that  malady.  It  was 
impossible  to  procure  relief  by  large  anodyne  doses.  Under 
these  circumstances  the  hypodermic  injection  of  morphia 
enabled  the  sufferer  to  pass  the  night  in  comparative  ease.  He 
has  used  it  regularly  for  some  weeks,  and  now  the  poor  fellow 
anxiously  awaits  the  injection  on  the  approach  of  night,  as  the 
only  source  of  comfort  on  earth. 
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There  is  no  class  of  disorders  in  which  the  treatment  is 
more  efficacious  than  in  uterine  pains,  occurring  in  connection 
with  menstruation,  pregnancy,  abortion,  &c.  In  that  distressing 
affection  known  by  some  writers  as  rheumatism  of  the  womb, 
the  treatment  may  be  considered  specific.  A  single  application 
is  often  sufficient  in  these  uterine  cases. 

Tiie  nervous  system  does  not  readily  become  inured  to  the  ac- 
tion of  narcotics  thus  applied.  This  fact  may  lead  us  to  suspect 
that  the  tolerance  of  narcotics  which  requires  the  dose  to  be  in- 
creased from  day  to  day  when  received  in  the  stomach,  depends 
on  their  destruction  or  non-absorption  by  the  digestive  organs, 
rather  than  on  the  impaired  sensibility  of  the  nervous  tissues. 

Of  the  preparations  of  Belladonna,  the  sulphate  of  atropia  has 
been  mostly  employed.  Atropia  is  more  powerful  than  morphia 
as  a  benumber  of  the  nerves.  Painful  diseases,  which  have  re. 
sisted  the  morphia  injection,  have  yielded  speedily  to  the  atropia, 
or  to  a  combination  of  the  two  substances.  The  injection  of 
atropia  soon  causes  vertigo,  dilates  the  pupils,  and  produces  the 
dryness  of  the  throat  which  characterizes  the  action  of  this 
medicine. 

In  1859,  a  French  physician,  M.  Courty,  applied  the  treat- 
ment to  asthma,  in  an  old  case  which  had  resisted  a  variety  of 
remedies.  He  injected  the  sulphate  of  atropia  along  the  track 
of  the  pneumogastric  nerve,  on  the  inner  side  of  the  sterno- 
cleido-mastoideus  and  on  a  level  with  the  thyroid  cartilage, 
producing  vertigo  and  dilatation  of  pupils.  Next  day  the  in- 
jection was  repeated  on  the  other  side,  with  still  more  effect  in 
causing  narcotism.  A  third  injection,  two  days  after  the  last, 
completed  the  treatment,  the  asthma  disappearing  entirely.  The 
patient,  a  lady  aged  54,  continued  entirely  well  two  months 
after  the  application.  The  treatment  has  been  put  in  force  in 
some  other  cases  of  asthma,  but  we  cannot  say  with  what  result. 
It  is  not  probable  that  the  point  of  application  is  of  any  impor- 
tance. Atropia  has  a  specific  action  on  the  pneumogastric 
nerve,  no  matter  in  what  form  it  is  exhibited. 

Yeratria  is  a  powerful  medicine,  and  well  adapted  to  hypo- 
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dermic  use.  In  the  form  of  Tine.  Yerat.  viridis  it  has  been 
employed  by  Dr.  Percy,  as  stated  in  the  July  Xo.  of  the  Press. 
I  have  tried  it  in  repeated  instances,  mostly  in  combination  with 
morphia,  but  I  am  not  yet  prepared  to  pronounce  on  its  thera. 
peutic  merits.  I  have  learned  something,  however,  from  the  fol- 
lowing case,  which  occurred  in  St.  Mary's : — Joseph  B.  was  ad- 
mitted with  chronic  rheumatism,  affecting  chiefly  the  joints  of  the 
lower  extremities.  He  had  been  suffering  for  several  weeks. 
At  11  A.  M.  I  injected  into  the  arm  fifteen  minims  of  the  Tinc- 
ture, the  pulse  beating  90.  Xo  effect  was  perceptible  in  half  an 
hour,  when  I  left  him  in  charge  of  Dr.  Cachot,  to  whom  I  am  in. 
debted  for  the  further  report  of  the  case.  At  12  m.  he  ate  a  light 
dinner,  the  pulse  being  then  118,  and  increasing  in  frequency 
till  about  1  p.  M.,  when  it  was  125.  At  2  p.  m.  it  had  fallen 
to  60  :  at  2|,  30  :  at  3,  scarcely  perceptible.  A  few  minutes 
later,  there  was  no  pulse  at  the  wrist,  nor  in  the  carotids,  and 
the  action  of  the  heart  was  scarcely  perceptible.  Be  had  fre- 
quent vomiting  of  bile,  with  undigested  food,  severe  pain  in  the 
stomach,  spasmodic  contractions  of  the  lower  jaw,  and  dilata- 
tion of  the  pupils,  which  did  not  act  under  the  influence  of  light. 
Stimulants  were  freely  administered,  and  at  4  p.  m.  the  pulse 
rose  and  the  vomiting  abated.  At  5  p.  m.  pulse  70,  no  vomit- 
ing, but  severe  pain  in  the  stomach  and  great  prostration.  At 
6,  he  ate  a  light  supper.  He  slept  well  all  night,  and  the  next 
morning  did  not  exhibit  the  slightest  effect  of  the  treatment. 
His  mind  was  active  and  undisturbed  throughout. — It  is  proper 
to  add  that  no  benefit  accrued  as  to  the  rheumatic  disease,  which 
yielded  slowly  to  other  remedies. 

A  number  of  cases  of  paralysis  are  reported,  which  were 
treated  by  the  injection  of  stryclmia.  Except  in  facial  paralysis, 
the  results  do  not  appear  to  have  been  flattering. 

Sulphate  of  quinia  has  been  used  with  great  advantage  in  low 
fevers,  and  under  circumstances  precluding  its  use  in  the  ordi- 
nary mode.  I  have  injected  this  remedy  in  one  case  of  typhus, 
and  several  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  with  salutary  effects.  The 
medicine  was  injected  in  the  epigastric  region,  in  the  quantity  of 
four  or  five  grains  twice  a  day. 


1864.]      Gibbons — Jfotes  on  Hypodermic  Injections.  103 

Chloroform  has  been  used,  with  or  without  morphia.  But  it 
is  obiectionable  on  account  of  the  local  irritation  produced  by 
it.  Besides,  the  use  of  chloroform  by  inhalation  is  much  more 
convenient  than  by  injection. 

The  volume  of  fluid  injected  should  be  small,  not  exceeding 
thirty  minims.  A  larger  quantity  occasions  some  pain  by  dis- 
tension, though  in  this  respect  there  is  much  difference  accord- 
ing to  locality.  The  medicine  should  be  in  a  state  of  com- 
plete solution.  Alcoholic  solutions  may  be  employed  with  per- 
fect safety.  I  have  repeatedly  used  the  tinctures  of  aconite  and 
veratrum,  y^ithout  unpleasant  local  effects  in  any  instance.  The 
quinia  is  more  apt  to  give  rise  to  inflammation — perhaps  by 
reason  of  its  lesser  solubility.  I  have  used  the  sulphate  dis- 
solved in  water,  in  the  proportion  of  gr.  xx  to  5J,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  a  small  quantity  of  tartaric  acid  to  increase  its  solu- 
bility. But  as  this  is  liable  to  produce  snb-cutaneous  abscess,  I 
have  determined  to  substitute  glycerine  as  a  vehicle. 

The  process  of  injection  awkwardly  performed  may  give  con- 
siderable pain,  but  when  dexterously  done,  it  is  a  trifling  oper- 
ation. The  skin  should  be  pinched  tightly  between  the  thumb 
and  finger,  and  the  stile tte  plunged  to  a  depth  of  about  half 
an  inch,  in  the  direction  of  the  fold  of  the  skin.  A  few  seconds 
will  suffice  for  forcing  in  the  liquid.  The  instrument  may  be 
removed  by  a  sudden  jerk.  There  is  commonly  no  tendency  to 
exudation.  Should  there  be,  the  finger  may  be  pressed  on  the 
spot  for  a  moment.  No  dressing  whatever  is  necessary.  The 
injection  produces  at  first  an  elevation  of  the  skin,  but  in  twenty- 
four  hours  scarcely  a  vestige  of  the  operation  remains. 

In  the  last  two  years  I  have  performed  this  operation  about 
two  hundred  times,  using  all  the  remedies  above  enumerated, 
except  chloroform.  With  the  solitary  exception  cited  in  this 
paper,  in  which  an  overdose  of  the  Tine.  Verat.  Yir.  was  used? 
I  have  encountered  no  serious  results,  local  or  general.  Many 
of  these  cases  were  not  adapted  for  the  treatment.  In  more 
than  half  the  entire  number  the  effects  were  satisfactory,  and 
often  highly  gratifying. 

In  the  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences  for  January, 
1863,  a  case  of  death  after  injection  of  half  a  grain  of  morphia 
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is  recorded,  occurring  in  an  old  man  nearly  exhausted  with 
diarrhoea  and  other  sickness.  The  writer  attributes  the  fatal 
issue  to  disease,  and  not  to  the  remedy.  In  the  London  Medical 
Times  and  Gazette  for  Sept.,  1863,  a  case  of  death  is  stated,  oc- 
curring in  an  infant  affected  with  a  large  nsevus,  involying  the 
lower  half  of  the  nose.  After  the  trial  of  other  means  without 
success,  ten  minims  of  a  solution  of  perchloride  of  iron  was  in- 
jected in  the  centre  of  the  nsevus.  The  child  gave  a  shriek  and 
died  instantly,  with  a  brief  convulsive  effort.  I  have  read  in 
one  of  the  medical  journals,  of  a  case  of  death  from,  the  free  in- 
jection of  aconite,  if  my  memory  serves  me,  but  1  cannot  now 
lay  my  hands  on  the  record.  These  are  the  only  fatal  cases 
that  I  can  find  connected  with  the  hypodermic  treatment.  The 
reader  will  take  them  for  what  they  are  worth. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  recommend  to  my  medical  brethren 
who  have  not  used  the  hypodermic  injection,  a  trial  of  this 
method  of  treatment.  With  a  proper  choice  of  cases,  it  works 
miracles.  I  am  never  without  the  syringe  and  vial  of  solution 
of  morphia  in  my  pocket.  And  I  approach  no  other  cases  of 
human  suffering  with  that  entire  confidence  in  my  ability  to 
give  relief,  which  I  feel  in  meeting  with  appropriate  subjects  for 
my  little  syringe. 

[The  syringe  is  made  of  gutta  percha  or  of  gla«s,  and  may  be  had  at 
Thayer's  and  other  drug  stores  where  ms'ruments  are  sold,  at  prices  varying 
from  five  to  fifteen  dollars,  according  to  size  and  quality.] 


Suppression  of  Urine,  complicated  with  Stricture  of  the  Urethra. 

BY   Ti.    B.    EOl^FMAN,    ASSISTANT   SURG  KON   4TH  INFANTRY   CAL.    VOLS. 

George ,  bar-keeper,  aged  36,  native  of  Italy,  called 

me  in  to  see  him  on  the  morning  of  January  29,  1863.  Found 
him  suffering  severe  pain  in  and  about  the  region  of  the  kid- 
neys, bladder,  and  from  an  urethral  stricture  at  the  bulb.  Had 
been  troubled,  more  or  less,  with  the  stricture  for  six  or  seven 
years.  Had  not  doctored  much  for  it,  except  to  take  a  warm 
bath  when  it  troubled  him,    which  had  always,  before  the  pre- 
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sent  attack,  afforded  prompt  and  effectual  relief.     Now,   al- 
though he  had  used  it  several  times,  it  did  no  good.      Present 
attack  came  on  with  a  chill  ten  days  ago.     Unwell  for  the  last 
three  months.     Another  physician  had  given  him  some  kind  of 
powders,  which  did   him  no  good,  but  produced  sleep.     Had 
never  used  bougies.   He  was  considerably  emaciated ;  felt  weak 
and  feeble.     Pulse  100  per  minute.     Tongue  slightly  coated. 
Eyes  rather  brighter  than  usual.    Respiration  natural.  Bowels 
regular.     Urine  passed,  drop  by  drop,  and  always  with  con- 
siderable pain.    Skin  moist,  and  at  times  covered  with  a  clammy 
sweat,  with  a  strong  urinous  smell.    No  head  or  chest  symptoms. 
Abdomen  flat  and  flabby.    Could  plainly  feel  the  bladder,  which 
was  soft  and  yielding  ;  not  distended  at  all,  as  one  would  expect. 
Kidneys  hypertrophied  very  much,  and   on  pressure   a  very 
severe  and  excruciating  pain  was  felt,  so  much  so  that  the 
patient    would  fairly  yell    when  touched  there.      The  liver 
was    slightly  enlarged,  and   emitted    a   peculiar   dull,   heavy 
sound,  on  percussion.     After  several  thorough  trials,  catheter- 
ism  could  not  possibly  be  performed.     The  instrument  would 
pass  along  up  the  urethl^a,  to  the  bulb  ;  then  it  would  stop,  and 
an  hour's  hard  work  was  lost  in  vain  efforts,  with  and  without 
chloroform,  to  overcome  the  obstacle.     Two  hours  later,  a  No. 
1  bougie  was,  with  considerable  difficulty,  introduced ;  but  a 
No.  2  would  stop  as  it  it  had  hit  a  rock.     Some  urine  would 
escape  after  passing  the  No.  1  instrument,  but  the  urethral  pas 
sage  or  canal  would  fill  up  so  quickly  with  mucus,  that  .very 
little   coula  be   drawn  off  in  this  wav;  and  as  it  was  oozina; 
gradually  away,  drop  by  drop,  and  had  no  particularly  bad 
smell  or  appearance,  further  attempts  with  instruments  were 
omitted. 

I  then  gave  him,  calomel  grs.  x,  jalap  grs.  x,  mixed,  and  to 
drink  freely  of  cream  of  tartar  water ;  and  should  the  bowels 
not  move  in  six  hours,  to  take  a  large  dose  of  salts  and  senna- 

9  p.  M.  Medicine  had  operated  copiously  four  times.  No  re- 
lief, however,  was  effected  ;  pain,  if  anything,  was  aggravated. 
Bladder  a  little  more  distended,  but  no  pain  complained  of 
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when  pressed  or  squeezed.  Liver  more  natural,  and  on  per- 
cussion gave  a  much  clearer  and  more  normal  sound.  But  the 
kidneys  were  more  painful,  and  the  patient  could  not  bear  to 
have  them  manipulated  at  all.  Ordered  him  a  full  dose  of 
Dover's  Powder,  to  be  repeated  in  three  hours,  if  not  asleep 
and  still  in  pain.  Also,  applied  a  blister  over  each  kidney. 
The  room  to  be  kept  dark  and  quiet. 

Jan.  30th.  9  a.  m.  Had  slept  some  four  hours  after  taking 
the  second  powder.  Blisters  had  drawn  finely.  Said  he  thought 
he  felt  easier  ;  pain  rather  duller  than  it  had  been.  Of  course 
this  was  caused  by  the  opium.  Ordered  him  to  have  Fluid  Ext. 
Uva  Ursi,  gutt.  x,  every  hour.  And,  as  the  stomach  was  quiet, 
to  takea  pill  of  Elaterium,  J  grain,  every  four  hours,  until  purged. 

9  p.m.  The  first  pill  had  caused  copious  watery  discharges^ 
with  a  good  deal  of  griping.  Had  passed  a  little  bloody  urine, 
twice.  It  contained,  besides  the  blood,  considerable  quantity 
of  mucus  and  epithelium  scales,  with  urate  of  ammonia  in  ex- 
cess. A  slight  trace  of  urate  of  soda  was  also  noticed  in  the 
test-glass.  Bladder  still  distended,  but  soft  to  the  touch. 
While  the  Elaterium  was  acting  had  vomited  twice.  Pain  in  the 
region  of  the  kidneys  still  severe,  and  extending  downwards. 
As  the  Uva  Ursi  had  done  no  good,  omitted  it,  and  repeated 
the  Dover  Powder.  Also,  to  have  grs.  x  Nitrate  Potassa  every 
third  hour.  Blister  to  be  dressed  with  Savin  Cerate.  Has 
taken  for  nourishment,  during  the  day,  three  table  spoonfulls 
of  b.eef-tea  every  hour,  and  for  dinner  ate  some  fish',  with 
mashed  potatoes.  Tongue  cleaner.  Pulse  92  per  minute. 
Tried  to  pass  a  No.  2  bougie,  but  could  not.  The  stricture  is 
as  firm  as  ever. 

Jan.  31st.  9  a.  m.  Slept  quite  well.  Passed,  through  t]i/9 
night,  nearly  a  fluid  pint  of  urine,  of  the  same  character ;  most 
of  it  dribbled  away  from  him,  while  asleep,  into  the  urinal. 
An  examination,  per  rectum,  disclosed  the  fact  that  the  bladder 
was  nearly  empty,  and  rather  flabby  and  soft.  As  his  bowels 
had  not  moved  and  were  remarkably  tympanitic,  gave  him  an 
injection   of  castor   oil   and  oil  of  turpentine,  mixed.      This 
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brought  away  a  good  deal  of  gas,  but  LOt  much  else.  Then 
gave  him  a  dose  of  castor  oil,  and  ordered  the  potassa  to  be 
continued.  By  rhis  time  tlie  cream-of- tartar  water  had  become 
offensive,  and  it  was  discontinued  at  his  request,  and  some 
sweet  spirits  of  nitre  was  given  in  his  drink.  Diet  same  as  yes- 
terday, and  to  have  a  Port  wine  sangaree  when  called  for. 
Still  complains  of  a  pain  in  his  kidneys,  and  says  that  the  blis- 
ters have  made  his  back  very  sore. 

9  p.  M.  About  the  same.  Has  not  passed  any  urine  since 
noon.  Nothing  to  all  appearance  wrong  about  the  bladder.  Cath- 
eterism  was  again  attempted,  but  with  the  same  bad  result ; 
and  as  the  urethra  was  irritable  from  so  many  attempts,  and 
as  the  No.  1  bougie  did  so  little  good,  I  omitted  to  try  it.^ 
To  take  Dover  Powder,  grs.  x,  and  repeat,  if  sleep  is  not  pro. 
duced.     Potassa  powder  and  spirits  of  nitre  to  be  continued. 

February  1st.  9  a.  m.  Much  worse  this  morning.  Had 
passed  a  very  restless  and  disagreeable  night.  Nothing  com- 
plained of  but  pain  in  the  kidnej^s,  which  must  be  very  severe, 
as  his  countenance  strongly  indicates  it.  Has  passed  no  urine 
since  noon  yesterdaj^  and  the  bladder  appears  to  be  quite  full, 
and  is  becoming  painful.  Bowels  had  been  opened.  Tongue 
thickly  coated,  yellow  in  the  centre,  and  very  red  along  the 
edges.  Had  been  thirsty  all  night,  and  drank  a  great  deal  of 
water.  Lay  on  his  left  side,  moaning  with  pain  at  every  breath. 
Tried  to  pass  the  No.  1  bougie,  but  could  not. 

1  now  omitted  the  potassa  and  nitre,  and  gave  gtt.  x,  of  the 
tincture  of  cantharides  every  hour,  hoping  that  this  would  open 
the  uretha ;  as  he  was  so  weak,  I  did  not  like  to  operate  if  I 
could  avoid  it. 

3  p.  M.  Was  suffering  so  badly  with  pain  in  the  bladder, 
that  he  sent  forme.  Remedies  had  done  no  good.  Decided 
to  tap  bladder,  per  rectum,  without  chloroform.  Two  strong 
assistants  held  him,  and  1  performed  the  operation  successfully ; , 
drawing  off  nearly  a  quart  of  highly  offensive  urine,  of  the  color, 
and  consistency  of  soap-suds,  emitting  a  strong  ammoniacal  odor. 
After   withdrawing   the   canula,  I  introduced  a  No.   9  gutta 


108  The  San  Francisco  Medical  Press,      [October, 

percha  catheter,  and  retained  it  with  adhesive  strips.  He  was 
much  relieved,  and  soon  called  fur  nourishment,  and  after  eat- 
ing, fell  into  a  good  sound  sleep. 

9  p.  M.  Still  asleep,  but  suosultus  tendinum  had  com- 
menced, and  it  was  apparent  that  the  pain  in  the  kidneys  was 
still  there.  Continued  the  tincture  of  cantharides  through  the 
night,  if  awake,  every  third  hour;  and  every  fourth  hour,  iodide 
of  potassa,  grs.  iij,  chlorate  of  potassa,  grs.  v,  mixed. 

February  2d.  9  a.  m.  About  1  A-  M.  got  up  and  passed  some 
urine,  per  catheter ;  took  a  dose  of  the  tincture,  called  for 
nourishment,  and  in  a  short  time  went  to  sleep  again.  As  he 
had  hemorrhoids  the  catheter  annoyed  him  some,  and  before 
the  attendant  could  stop  him  he  removed  it.  In  consequence,  I 
again  tried  to  introduce  a  catheter,  per  urethra,  and,  to  my 
great  surprise,  a  No.  6  was  readily  passed  ;  about  3  ounces  of 
urine  flowed  away,  and  the  instrument  was  then  fastened  in  the 
usual  way.  As  I  was  somewhat  afraid  of  strangury,  I  omitted 
the  cantharides,  and  continued  the  potassa  mixture.  Also,  or- 
dered an  injection,  which  did  no  good,  and  I  then  gave  him 
oleum  ricini,  gij.  This  operated  speedily,  but  afforded  no  re- 
lief to  the  kidneys,  as  he  is  continually  complaining  of  them. 
Suhsultus  tendinum  increasing.  Has  a  cadaverous  look  about 
the  face,  and  the  sweat,  standing  on  the  forehead  in  large  drops^ 
has  a  very  strong  urinous  smell. 

9  p.  M.  Appears  about  the  same  ;  has  passed  very  little  urine 
through  the  day.  Gave  Dover  Powder,  grs.  x,  and  the  follow- 
ing mixture,  to  be  used  as  a  drink  through  the  night,  viz  :  Tar- 
tar emetic,  grs.  ij  ;  sweet  spirits  of  nitre,  Sjj;  water,  qj;  M.  sig. 
Take  a  swallow  when  thirsty.  Another  blister  to  be  applied 
over  the  kidneys. 

Feb.  3d.  9  a.  m.  A  good  deal  worse  to-day  every  way,  and 
has  singultus  badly.  For  this  I  gave  him  sulphate  of  quinine, 
grs.  viij,  dissolved  in  gtt.  xij  of  the  muriated  tincture  of  iron. 
It  had  the  desired  effect,  almost  immediately.  In  addition  to 
pain  in  kidneys,  which,  he  said,  had  not  abated  any,  he  com- 
plained of  pain  in  the  bowels.     For  this  I  prescribed  a  large 
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bran  and  onion  (roasted)  poultice  to  the  abdomen.  No  pain  in 
bladder  on  pressure.  Passes  away  all  the  urine  easily,  per 
catheter.  Has  no  pain  whatever  in  the  region  of  the  stricture. 
Blister  drew  finely  ;  dressed  with  simple  cerate.  Both  kidneys 
are  enlarging  daily.  To  continue  potassa  mixture  through  the 
day,  and  take  as  much  nourishment  and  Port  wine  as  is  desired. 
Also,  to  use  the  antimony  and  nitre  mixture  for  drink,  when 
thirsty. 

9  p.  M.  Symptoms  all  worse,  and  evidently  sinking  fast. 
Less  urine  has  been  passed  to-day  than  yesterday.  Changed 
catheter,  but  there  was  no  urine  in  the  bladder.  Has  hiccups 
again.  To  take  a  Dover  Powder,  and  continue  other  medicines 
through  the  night. 

Feb.  4th.  9  a.  m.  No  better.  Pain  in  the  kidneys,  same. 
Passed  scarcely  any  urine.  To  continue  treatment,  and  take 
as  much  wine  or  brandy  as  desired.  He  continued  growing 
worse  through  the  day,  and  died  at  9  o'clock,  p.  m.,  with  con- 
vulsionSs^ 

No  post  mortem  was  allowed  by  his  wife  and  friends,  who 
have  a  deadly  horror  of  any  such  thing. 

Remarks  : — This  is  so  singular  a  case  that  I  think  it  worthy 
of  notice.  First  taken  with  a  chill,  which  ended  in  retention 
of  urine,  which  was  not  relieved  effectually  for  twelve  days, 
and  then  only  by  an  operation.  As  soon  as  the  operation  was 
performed  all  the  stricture-symptoms  subsided.  No  hypothesis 
that  I  know  of  accounts  for  this.  By  the  specific-gravity  bot- 
tle, (I  had  no  delicate  areometer,)  the  average  specific  gravity 
of  his  urine  was  1042.  Once,  while  his  kidneys  were  recruit- 
ing under  the  cantharides  treatment,  it  fell  to  1032,  and  some 
that  was  taken  at  the  time  of  the  operation  came  up  to  1055. 
An  excess  of  urea  was  found  in  all  that  was  tested.  All  the 
tests  that  were  tried  precipitated  albumen,  mucus,  blood,  pus, 
(always  in  excess,)  and  the  usual  phosphates  in  abnormal  quan- 
tities. Blood  taken  from  his  arm  was  highly  charged  with 
urea  and  pus.  The  blood  was  also  very  deficient  in  fibrine  and 
the  red  corpuscles.     After  standing  a  few  hours,  a  thin  watery 
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fluid,  in  large  excess  over  healthy  blood,  could  be  found.  The 
coagulum  also  decomposed  much  more  rapidly  than  that  of 
healthy  blood  standing  alongside  of  it,  that  was  taken,  about  the 
same  time,  from  the  arm  of  one  of  his  attendants.  Mo  urea 
was  detected  in  his  dejections ;  but  there  was  always,  when 
tested,  excess  of  biliary  matter,  which  probably  neutralized  it. 
A  ti ace  of  it  was  also  found  in  the  saliva  and  sweat.  Not- 
withstanding the  doctrine  of  Frerichs,  Bernard,  Earnesville 
and  Hammond,  all  eminent  authorities,  I  am  satisfied  that  this 
man  died  from  pyemia  (purulent  infiltration) ;  that  it  was  not 
the  urea  or  the  carbonate  of  ammonia  in  his  blood,  but  the 
pus  that  killed  him.  If  a  man  dies  from  the  effects  of  urea 
or  ammonia  in  large  excess  in  his  blood,  (and  it  must  be  in  very 
large  excess,  in  my  opinion,  to  cause  death,)  he  must  die  sud- 
denly, not  gradually,  as  patients  do  always  with  pyaemia.  The 
ferment  of  decomposition  is  slow  and  gradual,  while  that  of  the 
substance  above  mentioned,  to  have  any  effect  at  all.  must  be 
almost  instantaneous,  or  it  would  be  carried  off  harmless  by 
some  of  the  absorbents  of  the  system.  This  man  died  slowly 
and  gradually,  with  pygemia,  caused  by  kidney  disease. 


Cases  in  the  Doug^las  Hospital,  Washington. 

BY    HENRY    GIBBONS,    JK.,    M.    D.,    ACTING    ASSISTANT    SURGEON. 

(Extract  from  a  private  letter.) 

Washington,  June  19th,  1864. 
Had  I  the  time  to  take  notes  of  cases,  some  of  which  are  very 
interesting  and  instructive,  J  anight  possibly  wa'ite  something 
worthy  of  publication  in  the  '' Press",  especially  in  regard  to 
Pyasmia,  Tetanus,  Secondary  Hemorrhage,  &c.  From  May  1st  we 
have  had  1213  cases  in  the  hospital,  t50  of  which  were  surgical, 
the  rest  medical.  We  have  had  to  treat  129  cases  in  which  oper- 
ations were  performed — 11  on  the  field,  and  52  here,  with  the  fol- 
lowing results  : 
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Many  of  these  operations  should  have  been  performed  in  the 
field.  Delay  was  death.  Of  course  the  table  is  imperfect,  as 
some  of  the  cases  will  yet  die,  but  it  is  as  complete  as  I  can  make 
it  now.  Many  more  balls  were  extracted,  but  only  the  more  im- 
portant cases  are  recorded.  We  have  had  three  cases  of  tetanus, 
two  of  which  died,  the  third  is  recovering  under  the  use  of  tine. 
opii  and  tine.  Valerianae,  aa  Sss,,  every  4  hours. 

Pyaamia  has  been  abundant.  When  a  patient  has  a  severe 
chill  (for  which  we  anxiously  watch)  we  count  it  all  over  with 
him.  Of  such  cases  there  have  been  upwards  of  25.  The  infec- 
tion of  the  system  undoubtedly  arises  from  the  bone,  as  is  proved 
by  several  facts.  Onl}^  those  persons  have  Pyaemia  in  whom  the 
bone  is  injured — the  spongy  portio,n  exposed.  Post  mortem  exam 
ination  invariably  shows  osteo-myelitis — disease  of  that  portion 
and  the  medulla.     Here  we  see  the  bone  open  longitudinally,  thus 
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exposing-  the  medulla  and  cancellated  structure  to  view.  Sometimes 
apparent  abscesses  in  the  bone  present  themselves,  but  the  matter 
shows  no  pus-corpuscles  when  examined  by  microscope.  In  am- 
putation cases,  as  of  thigh,  the  femoral  and  profunda  veins  are 
filled  with  clots  in  all  stages  of  disorganization,  and  the  destruc- 
tive influence  seems  to  be  transmitted  from  the  bone,  as  the  lower 
extremities  of  the  veins,  near  the  end  of  the  stump,  are  frequently 
healthy. 

The  lungs  are  more  frequently  affected  than  any  other  organ, 
though  nearly  all  suffer.  There  is  pleuritic  effusion,  often  layers 
of  lymph  on  the  pulmonary  pleura,  and  in  the  cavity  there  is  found 
a  dirty  fetid  fluid,  from  a  few  ounces  to  a  gallon  in  quantity.  Cir- 
cumscribed patches  are  found  in  the  lungs — in  the  lower  lobes 
and  posterior  portions.  These  are  in  all  stages,  from  induration 
to  abscess,  but  always  rigidly  circumscribed.  The  bronchial 
glands  are  frequently  enlarged  and  blackened.  The  liver  does 
not  nearly  as  often  contain  patches,  but  is  almost  invariably  soft- 
ened, as  is  also  the  spleen.  In  one  instance  I  found  a  large  ab- 
scess in  the  latter  organ.  Kidneys  generally  pale  There  is,  in 
many  cases,  a  high  degree  of  icterus,  which  occasionally  seems  to 
become  intensified  after  death.  The  breath  has  a  peculiarly  offen- 
sive, sweetish  smell  ■  there  is  delirium — generally  quiet — and  the 
patient  gradually  passes  away.  It  seems  to  me  I  have  made  the 
post  mortem  before  saying  "  mortuus  est." — We  have  had  any 
quantit}^  of  secondary  hemorrhage,  but  I  have  no  time  to  present 
the  facts  in  that  regard. 

A  week  ago,  whilst  I  was  ofiScer  of  the  day,  a  man  was  brought 
in  near  midnight,  who  had  been  run  over  by  the  cars.  His  head 
was  badly  cut,  and  the  fourth  and  fifth  fingers,  left  hand,  so  badly 
mutilated,  that  I  amputated  at  the  metacarpo-phalangeal  articula- 
tion. The  fellow  was  drunk,  and  mourned  the  accident  which  had 
disfigured  him  as  well  as  tended  to  sober  him. 

I  am  beginning  to  become  decidedly  restive,  from  being  confined 
so  long  :  last  Wednesday  evening  was  my  first  one  out  for  nearly 
six  weeks. 
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The  American  lledical  Association. 

This  Association  held  its  fifteenth  annual  meeting  in  New 
York,  on  the  7th,  8th  and  9th  of  June.  Sketches  of  the  pro- 
ceedings were  published  in  the  "  Medical  Times^^  and  the  "  In- 
dependent,^^ from  which  we  condense  the  following  outline : 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Dr.  March  of  Albany? 
the  retiring  President,  assisted  by  Dr.  Cooper  of  Delaware, 
Dr.  Pierce  of  Illinois,  and  Dr.  Cox  of  Maryland,  as  Yice  Pres- 
idents. An  address  of  welcome  to  the  association  was  pre- 
sented by  Dr,  Anderson  of  New  York,  Chairman  of  Committee 
of  Arrangements.  The  President,  Dr.  March,  read  his  retiring 
address : 

His  subject  had  reference  to  the  elevation  of  the  standard  o^ 
the  profession  by  a  thorough  and  proper  medical  education- 
After  a  few  general  and  preliminary  remarks,  and  the  rehearsal 
of  the  views  of  many  of  those  who  had  devoted  considerable 
time  and  attention  to  the  theme,  he  set  forth  its  claims  upon 
the  consideration  of  the  Association  as  a  body,  and  urged  the 
importance,  in  the  first  place,  of  a  fitting  preliminary  education, 
as  the  grand  foundation-stone  upon  which  to  rear  the  super- 
structure, and  contended  that  every  candidate  for  the  honorary 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  should  be  required  to  attend 
three  full  courses  of  lectures,  instead  of  two  usually  prescribed, 
if  this  plan  were  carried  out,  he  had  no  doubt,  but  that  the  time 
of  study  thus  increased  would  afford  the  student  an  opportunity 
to  digest  more  fully  the  great  principles  of  our  art  as  given  to 
him  in  the  lecture-room.  Too  many  of  our  young  men,  in  his 
opinion,  were  allowed  to  graduate,  who,  for  want  of  these  very 
opportunities,  suffered  from  a  mental  indigestion  which  troubled 
them  more  or  less  through  their  whole  professional  career,  and 
prevented  them  from  applying  the  great  truths  of  science  to 
every-day  practice  with  that  degree  of  satisfaction  which  was 
the  only  sure  forerunner  of  advancement  and  success.  If  each 
course  should  only  comprise  a  period  of  four  months,  he  thought 
that  the  entire  time  of  attending  lectures,  extending,  as  it 
should,  over  a  period  of  three  years,  would  be  more  than  equiv- 
alent, in  point  of  actual  benefit  to  the  student,  to  the  ordinary 
two  full  courses  of  six  months  each. 

Officers  elected  for  the  ensuing  year:  President,  N.  S.  Davis 
3 
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of  Illinois  ;  Vice  Presidents,  W.  S.  Mussej  of  Ohio,  Worthing- 
ton  Hooker  of  Connecticut,  William  Wheelin  of  Indiana,  H.  E. 
B.  Hcintze  of  Maryland ;  Permanent  Secretary,  W.  B.  Atkin- 
son of  Philadelphia  ;  Assistant  Secretary,  H.  R,  Storer  of  Mas* 
sachusetts  ;  Treasurer,  Caspar  Wistar  of  Philadelphia. 

Some  benevolent  gentleman,  who  thought  the  war  should  be 
carried  on  more  affectionately,  introduced  a  formidable  series 
of  preambles  and  resolutions,  proposing  that  inasmuch  as  many 
persons  in  the  South,  soldiers  and  citizens,  as  well  as  prisoners 
in  the  hands  of  the  rebels,  suffer  for  want  of  chloroform  and 
medicines,  the  Government  be  solicited  to  permit  the  free  intro- 
duction of  such  articles  into  the  rebel  lines.  The  Association 
did  not  appreciate  the  proposition,  and  postponed  it  indefinitely. 
A  lively  discussion  sprang  up  respecting  the  law  for  the  in- 
spection of  drugs,  which  was  pronounced  by  Dr.  Squibb,  of  the 
committee  on  that  subject,  to'be  a  failure,  in  consequence  of  the 
appointment  of  incompetent  officers.  He  had  examined  speci- 
mens of  scammony  that  contained  but  15  per  cent,  of  the  active 
principle  instead  of  70,  and  of  senna  which  contained  from  10 
to  55  per  cent,  of  sticks  and  stones,  and  which  in  that  condition 
had  passed  the  Custom  House. 

A  resolution  was  adopted,  declaring  that  there  should  be 
attached  to  every  public  hospital  for  the  insane,  one  or  more 
consulting  physicians,  who  may  be  consulted  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Superintendent,  such  measures  being  alike  for  the  inter- 
ests of  the  hospital,  its  medical  attendants  and  patients. 

Committees  were  appointed  to  report  on  the  following  topics  ; 
On  Exsection  and  its  connection  with  Conservative  Surgery — 
On  Drainage  and  Sewerage  of  large  Cities,  and  their  influence 
on  Public  Health — On  Alcohol  and  its  relations  to  Man — On 
Microscopic  Observations  in  Cancer  Cells — On  Quarantine — 
On  Medical  Ethics — On  the  Microscope — On  Relations  which 
Electricity  sustains  to  the  Causes  of  Disease — On  the  Morbid 
and  Therapeutic  Effects  of  Mental  and  Moral  Influences — On 
the  Causes  of  the  Extinction  of  the  Aboriginal  Races  of  Amer- 
ca — On  the  Causes  and  Treatment  of  Ununited  Fractures — On 
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Diphtheria — On  the  Uses  and  Abuses  of  Pessaries — On  Inter- 
national Medical  Ethics — On  Climatology  and  Epidemic  Dis- 
eases— On  Autopsies  in  relation  to  Medical  Jurisprudence — On 
so-called  Spotted  Fever — On  the  Introduction  of  Disease  by 
Commerce  and  the  Means  of  Preventing  it — On  Patent  Rights 
held  by  Medical  Men — On  the  Ligature  of  the  Subclavian  Ar- 
tery. 

The  prize  was  awarded  to  Dr.  S.  Fleet  Speir,  for  an  essay  on 
the  Pathology  of  Jaundice. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  in  regard  to  the  ser- 
vices of  physicians  in  the  Army  and  Navy  : 

Resolved,  That  a»  the  representatives  of  the  profession  of  the 
country,  meeting  at  the  moment  when  the  greatest  military 
collision  of  modern  times  is  at  its  acme,  producing  almost  un- 
precedented numbers  of  wounded  and  suffering  men,  calling  for 
the  greatest  skill  and  devotion,  imposing  the  deepest  responsi 
bilities,  the  most  intense  labors,  and  the  most  patient  and  pain- 
ful endurance  on  the  part  of  the  military  surgeons,  we  cannot 
separatefwithoufc  a  formal  and  heartfelt  recognition  of  the  ser- 
vices of  our  brethren  in  the  field  and  hospitals,  who  have  been 
and  are  at  this  moihent  so  nobly  responding  to  all  these 
demands — and  while  cherishing  their  immense  and  invaluable 
services  as  an  honor  to  our  profession,  we  commend  these  men 
and  the  memorv  of  their  deeds  in  the  cause  of  science  and 
patriotism,  of  civil  government,  of  Union,  of  liberty,  of  humanity, 
to  the  gratitude  of  the  country,  whose  life  as  well  as  that  ot 
their  heroic  patients  they  are  laboring  to  preserve. 

Concerning  Dr.  Morton,  the  alleged  discoverer  of  Anassthe- 
sia,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted,  with  but  two  or 
three  dissenting  voices : 

Whereas,  There  is  now  pending  in  Congress  an  appropria- 
tion donating  to  Dr.  T.  G-.  Morton  of  Boston,  the  sum  of 
$200,000,  for  his  services  in  connection  with  the  introduction  of 
sulphuric  ether  as  an  anaesthetic  agent;  and 

Whereas,  The  said  Dr.  Morton,  by  suits  against  charitable 
medical  institutions  for  infringements  of  an  alleged  patent 
covering  not  only  sulphuric  ether,  but  the  state  of  anaesthesia 
however  produced,  has  placed  himself  beyond  the  pale  of  an 
honorable  profession  and  of  true  laborers  in  the  cause  of . 
science  and  humanity: 
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Resolved,  That  the  American  Medical  Association  enter  their 
protest  against  any  appropriation  to  the  said  Dr.  Morton,  be- 
cause of  ins  unworthy  conduct,  also  because  of  his  unwarrant- 
able assumption  of  a  patentable  right  to  anaesthesia,  and  further, 
because  private  beneficence  in  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
and  other  places,  has  already  sufdciently  rewarded  him  for  any 
claims  which  he  may  justly  urge. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  at  Washington. 

In  the  meetings  of  the  Sections,  to  which  various  subjects 
were  referred  by  the  Association,  much  business  of  interest  and 
importance  was  transacted. 

Dr.  Kingsley,  N.  Y.,  read  a  paper  on  "The  Treatment  of 
Congenital  Cleft  Palate  by  Mechanical  Appliances, '^  in  which 
he  assumed  the  following  positions,  viz.  "  1st.  The  only  neces- 
sity of  operating  at  all  is  with  a  view  of  improving  articulation." 
"  2d.  The  operation  of  staphyloraphy  in  all  decided  fissures  of 
the  velum  is  without  material  results  in  benefiting  the  speech.'' 
'*  3d.  The  only  treatment  now  known  which  can  produce 
the  results  is  the  filling  of  the  fissures  with  an  elastic 
mechanical  appliance."  This  artificial  velum  is  made  of  vulcan- 
ized rubber,  and  so  formed  as  to  restore  as  nearly  as  possible 
the  natural  shape  of  the  hard  and  soft  palate,  reaching  the 
whole  length  of  the  opening,  terminating  near  the  fauces.  It  is 
so  flexible  that  it  might  be  carried  in  any  direction  the  muscles 
act  upon  it,  and  so  elastic  as  to  regain  its  position  as  soon  as 
the  muscles  are  relaxed  ;  and  to  the  eye  of  the  physiologist 
seems  to  perfoi-m  as  nearly  the  function  of  the  natural  velum  as 
could  be  expected  of  any  piece  of  mechanism.  The  exhibition . 
of  the  practical  application  of  this  velnm  in  the  mouths  of 
patients  present  elicited  the  admiration  of  all  who  witnessed  it, 
and  certainly  proved  that  it  was  all  that  was  claimed  for  it. 
The  application  of  this  artificial  palate  renders  it  possible  for  a 
person  suffering  from  this  defect  to  learn  to  speak  well. 

Dr.  Mc  Farlau,  N.  Y.,  exhibited  a  new  syringe  for  the  treat- 
ment of  diseases  of  the  lachrymal  duct,  and  a  description  of  the 
instrument.  It  is  composed  of  a  silver  canula,  the  thickness  of 
an  ordinary  probe  :  the  whole  is  adapted  to  a  small  gutta-percha 
syringe  with  the  capacity  of  about  thirty  or  forty  drops.  The 
tube  joins  the  syringe  at  a  given  angle,  in  order  to  facilitate 
its  adaptation  to  the  duct  into  which  it  is  to  be  int  oduced.  He 
thought  it  particularly  advantageous  in  the  treatment  of  that 
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condition  of  the  canal  which  often  remains  after  a  pre-existing 
stricture  has  been  fully  dilated.  Under  such  circumstances 
there  was  present  a  muco-purulent  discharge,  which  was  often, 
hy  the  use  of  other  measures,  inclined  to  be  very  obstinate  and 
long  continued. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  on  the  subject  of 
compulsory  Vaccination : 

Resolved,  That  this  Association  deems  it  a  duty  to  institute 
measures  looking  to  the  vaccination,  ultimately,  of  every  person 
within  the  limits  of  country  over  which  it  exercises  jurisdiction. 

Resolved,  That  a  Central  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to 
enlighten  the  public  mind,  by  all  available  means,  upon  the 
value  and  necessity  of  universal  vaccination. 

Resolved,  That  the  Central  Committee  be  authorized  to  ap- 
point Associate  and  Auxiliary  Committees  in  each  State. 

Dr.  John  H.  Griscom  of  New  York  read  a  communication  on 
the  Physiological  and  Dietetical  Properties  of  Phosphorus : 

After  a  detailed  exposition  of  the  extent  and  amount  in 
which  this  substance  is  found  in  the  various  tissues,  fluids, 
secretions,  and  excretions  of  the  body,  there  being  scarcely  one 
in  which  it  is  not  a  constituent,  whereby  its  importance  is  prop- 
erly inferred — the  practical  application  was  made  of  the  influ- 
ence of  a  deficiency  of  phosphorus  in  a  variety  of  diseases  of 
the  osseous,  nervous,  muscular,  digestiv(3,  and  respiratory 
organs.  Scurvy,  resulting  from  too  free  use  of  salted  food,  was 
shown  to  be  probably  due  to  the  loss  of  the  phosphates,  whidh 
Liebig  has  proved  to  be  removed  by  the  salt,  and  is  found  in 
the  brine.  Fresh  meat,  as  well  as  fresh  vegetables,  proves  to 
be  an  anti-scorbutic,  doubtless  in  both  cases  on  account  of  the 
phosphoric  acid.  It  was  furtlier  shown  that  modern  modes  of 
preparing  food  of  several  kinds  deprived  it  of  this  element  to  a 
large  extent,  to  which  many  evil  results  are  attributable. 
Especially  is  this  the  case  with  that  "  life-preserver  of  the 
world" — the  wheat  grain.  By  the  bolting  process,  1400  per 
cent,  of  this  element  is  lost.  Several  specimens  of  Farina  Co- 
cido,  or  vodiSted  wheat,  as  extensively  used  in  South  America, 
w^ere  presented  to  the  Section,  and  highly  commended  as  sub- 
stitutes for  superfine  flour,  retaining  as  they  do  all  the  phos- 
phatic  matter  of  the  grain.  The  paper  elicited  many  favorable 
]'emarks  and  was  unanimously  recommended  to  the  Association 
for  publication  in  the  Transactions. 

Dr.   Gardner  of  New  York  read  a  paper  on   Pessaries   in 
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Prolapsus  Uteri,  condemning  their  use.     A  discussion  ensued, 
eliciting,  as  usual,  opposite  opinions  on  the  subject. 

Dy.  Levick  of  Philadelphia  read  an  .article  on  "  Spotted  Fe' 
ver." 

As  regards  the  propriety  of  calling  it  "  Cerebro-Spinal 
Meningitis. ^^  He  very  clearly  discussed  this  point,  and 
showed  that  it  is  a  general  and  not  local  affection,  and  that  the 
cerehro  spinal  meninges  are  not  always  affected,  but  that  the 
lungs,  stomach,  and  other  organs  may  be  diseased  as  well.  He 
cited  a  case  of  a  rugged  vvoman  who  took  it  in  a  well  marked 
form,  and  died  in  twelve  hours  ;  and  on  a  post-mortem  exami- 
nation, the  brain  and  spinal  cord  w^ere  each  found  to  be  in  a 
normal  condition,  while  the  lungs  and  other  organs  were  in  a 
state  of  ecchymosis.  Thinks  the  term  "cerebro-spinal  menin- 
gitis" no  more  appropriate  than  to  name  a  genus  from  one  of 
its  species.  The  term  "  spotted  fever''  is  characteristic  and 
should  be  retained,  though  ^'  malig7iant  influenza'^  would  be  ap- 
propriate. Thought  the  name  important,  as  it  had  a  bearing 
on  the  manner  of  treating  it,  which  he  spoke  of  in  a  general 
manner. 

Dr.  Lyman,  of  N.  Y.,  concurred  in  the  remarks  just  made, 
and  thought  the  views  entertained  by  the  author  correct,  and 
moved  their  acceptance. 

Dr.  Fisher,  of  N".  Y.,  requested  that,  as  the  author  has  al- 
ready been  over  this  subject,  he  be  invited  to  furnish  the  liter- 
ature of  the  same,  with  his  mode  of  treatment,  etc. 

Dr.  Hooker,  of  New  Haven,  was  convinced  that  not  only 
the  "  members  with  grey  hairs.''  but  the  students  coming  on, 
would  be  benefited  thereby. 

Dr.  Grantz  wished  to  call  on  Dr.  Lyman  for  the  plan  of  treat- 
ment he  had  spoken  of,  which  was  briefly  given. 

Dr.  Levick  rose  and  said  he  was  thankful  to  the  gentlemen 
of  the  "section"  for  their  kind  reception, of  his  remarks,  and 
stated  that  his  treatment  had  been  quinine  and  brandy  general- 
ly; and  was  of  the  opinion  ,( though  without  experience)  that 
turpentine  would  be  beneficial. 

Di'.  McArthur,  of  Illinois,  stated  cases  in  which  it  appeared 
plain  that  the  disease  was  due  to  miasmatic  influences,  and 
cited  instances  of  a  sugar  distillery  appearing  to  give  rise  to  it. 

Dr.  Crittenden,  of  New  York,  thought  no  regular  course  of 
treatment  could  be  pursued,  owing  to  the  different  phases 
presented,  etc. 

The  annual  meeting  for  1865  is  to  be  held  in  Boston,  on  the 
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first  Tuesday  in  June.  We  trust  the  Committee  of  Publication 
will  see  to  it  that  the  proceedings  of  the  late  session  be  not 
held  back  so  unaccountably  as  were  those  of  last  year. 


The  Case  of  Surgeon  General  Hammond. 
When  charges  of  peculation  and  fraud  were  brought  against 
the  Surgeon  General  a  year  ago,  very  few  persons  gave  them  the 
slightest  credit.  The  position  of  that  officer  in  the  profession,  and 
his  general  character,  almost  raised  him  above  suspicion.  Some 
persons  went  so  far  as  to  intimate  that  the  accusations  were  the 
result  of  malice,  growing  out  of  the  noted  order  against  Calomel 
and  Antimony.  But  it  would  appear  that  they  were  true,  to  the 
full  extent.  It  must  astonish  the  great  mass  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion, that  one  standing  so  high  in  every  respect  should  yield  to 
temptation,  and  join  the  vnlgar  gang  of  thieves  who  rob  their 
country,  and  especially  that  he  should  do  this  to  the  serious  in. 
jury  of  the  soldiers  in  the  army,  committed  to  his  care.  Seeing 
that  his  guilt  is  proved,  we  have  no  objection  that  he  should  be 
branded  with  infamy  and  gibbeted  before  the  world.  There  is 
no  punishment  so  severe  as  would  excite  our  sympathy  in  his 
behalf.  The  proceedings  in  his  case  are  full  and  conclusive 
and  we  place  on  record  the  following  sketch  of  them  : 

Brigadier  General  William  A.  Hammond,  Surgeon  General 
of  the  United  States,  was  tried  by  a  court  martial,  convened  by 
order  of  the  President,  at  Washington,  on  the  19th  of  January, 
1864,  consisting  of — 

Brig.  Gen,  W.  S.  Harney,  U.  S.  A.;  Brig.  Gen.  W.  S. 
Ketchum,  U.  S.  Vols.;  Brevet  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Morris,  Col. 
2d  U.  S.  artillery  ;  Brig.  Gen.  A.  P.  Howe,  U.  S.  Vols.;  Brig. 
Gen.  J.  P.  Sloan,  U.  S.'Vols.;  Brig.  Gen.  H.  E.  Paine,  U.  S. 
Vols.;  Brig.  Gen.  J.  C.  Starkweather,  U.  S.  Vols. 

Major  John  A.  Bingham,  Judge  Advocate. 

The  charges  are  in  substance  : 

1st.  That  Surgeon  General  Hammond  wrongfully  and  unlaw- 
fully, and  with  intent  to  favor  private  persons  in  Philadelphia, 
prohibited  Medical  Purveyor  Cox  from  purchasing  drugs  for 
the  army  in  the  city  of  Baltimore. 

2d.  That  he  unlawfully,  and  with  intent  to  aid  one  Wm.  A. 
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Steveijs  to  defraud  the  government  of  the  United  States,  in- 
structed George  E.  Cooper,  Medical  Purve3^or  in  Philadelphia, 
to  buy  from  Stevens,  for  the  use  of  the  government,  eight  thous- 
and blankets  of  inferior  quality,  which  were  unfit  for  hospital 
use,  the  Surgeon  General  well  knowing  the  blankets  were  of  in- 
ferior quality,  and  that  the  Medical  Purveyor  had  refused  to 
purchase  them. 

3d.  That  he  corruptly,  and  with  intent  to  aid  said  Stevens  to 
defraud  the  government,  gave  an  order  to  Stevens  to  turn  over 
to  Medical  Purveyor  Cooper,  at  Philadelphia,  eight  thousand 
pairs  of  blankets,  whereby  he  induced  the  Purveyor  to  buy  on 
government  account,  and  at  an  exorbitant  price,  7677  pairs  of 
blankets  which  he  had  before  refused  to  buy,  and  for  which 
Stevens  received  about  $35,314. 

4th.  That  the  Surgeon  General,  wellknowins:  that  Wyeth  & 
Brothers,  of  Philadelphia,  had  furnished  medical  supplies  to  the 
Medical  Purveyor  at  Philadelphia  that  were  inferior  in  quality, 
did  corruptly,  unlawfully  and  with  intent  to  aid  Wyeth  &  Bros, 
to  furnish  additional  large  supplies  to  the  government,  and 
thereby  fraudulently  realize  large  gains,  give  the  Medical  Pur- 
veyor at  Philadelphia  an  order  in  writing  to  have  constantly  on 
hand  hospital  supplies  of  all  kinds  for  two  hundred  thousand 
men  for  six  months,  and  directed  his  Medical  Purveyor  to  pur- 
chase a  laige  amount  thereof,  |270,000  worth,  from  Wyeth 
&  Bros. 

5th.  That  he  unlawfully  directed  Wyeth  &  Bros,  to  send  forty 
thousand  tons  of  their  extract  of  beef  to  various  places,  and  to 
send  the  account  to  the  Surgeon  General's  office  for  payment. 

6th.  Conduct  unbecoming  an  officer  and  a  gentleman,  in  false- 
ly repi-esenting  that  Medical  Purveyor  Cooper  had  been  re- 
lieved from  duty,  at  the  request  of  Major  General  Halleck. 

7th.  That  Sui'geon  General  Hammond  unlawfully  ordered  his 
Medical  Storekeeper  and  acting  Purveyor  to  purchase  three 
thousand  pairs  of  blankets  from  J.  P.  Fisher,  at  Washington. 

A  plea  of  not  guilty  was  entered  in  each  of  the  charges 
and  the  specification,  and  after  a  full  hearing  of  the  testimony 
for  the  government  and  the  defence,  and  an  examination  of  a 
large  amount  of  documentary  evidence,  together  with  the  con- 
sideration of  the  elaborate  argument  of  both  sides,  the  Court 
rendered  a  finding  of  guilty  on  all  the  charges,  and  sentenced  the 
accused  '*  to  be  dismissed  the  service,  and  to  be  forever  dis- 
charged from  holding  any  office  of  honor,  profit  or  trust  under 
the  government  of  the  United  States." 

Pursuant  to  the  act  of  Congress  the  record  and  proceedings 
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were  reyicwed  by  Brig.  Gen.  Holt,  Judge  Advocate  General, 
who  delivered  an  elaborate  opinion,  concluding  as  follows  : 

"That  the  natural  and  necessary  result  of  the  acts  of  the  ac- 
cused, as  established  by  the  record,  involved  a  criminal  spolia- 
tion of  the  government  treasury  which  would  alone  have  called 
lor  his  dismissal  from  the  service  cauiiot  be  denied  ;  but  when 
it  is  remembered,  as  shown  by  the  proof,  that  this  spoliation  was 
in  part  accomplished  by  the  purchase  of  inferior  medical  sup- 
plies and  stores,  thus  compromising  the  health  and  comfort  and 
jeopardizing  the  lives  of  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  in  hospitals 
and  upon  the  battle-fields  of  the  country,  soldiers  solemnly  com- 
mitted to  tiie  shelter  and  sympathies  of  the  office  held  by  the 
accused,  by  the  very  law  and  Durpose  of  its  creation,  it  must  be 
admitted  that  this  fearfully  augmented  the  measure  of  his 
criminality.'' 

The  trial,  which  lasted  nearly  four  months,  was  one  of  the  most 
patient  and  thorough  that  has  ever  occurred  in  our  military  his- 
tory, and  the  accused  had,  throughout,  ihe  assistance  of  eminent 
and  able  counsel  in  conducting  liis  defence.  The  court,  which  was 
composed  of  nine  general  officers,  at  the  close  of  the  prolonged 
investigation,  declared  him  guilty  of  the  charges  preferred,  and 
awarded  the  punishment  which,  in  their  judgment,  was  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  nature  and  degree  of  the  offences  committed, 
and  a  careful  examination  of  the  record  leaves  no  room  for 
doubt  as  to  the  validity  of  the  proceedings  or  the  justness  of  the 
finrling  and  sentence. 

The  following  is  the  President's  order  confirming  the  sen- 
tence in  this  case : 

The  record,  proceedings,  finding  and  sentence  of  the  Court 
in  ti\e  foregoing  case  are  approved,  and  it  is  ordered  that  Brig. 
Gen.  W.  A.  Hammond,  Surgeon  General  of  the  United  States 
Army,  be  dismissed  the  service,  and  be  forever  disqualified  from 
holding  any  office  of  honor,  profit  or  trust  under  the  government 
of  the  United  States.  Signed,  Abraham  Lincoln. 


FRAXIN^^;  Nigra  as  an"  Anti-periodic.  —  The  Cincinnati  Lancet 
and  Observer  for  April  contains  an  article  highly  laudatory  of  the 
Black  Ash  as  a  cure  for  Intermittents.  He  uses  a  decoction  of 
the  bark,  concentrated  by  boiling,  and  adds  a  full  dose  of  opium 
ov  morpiiia,  prior  to  the  time  for  the  accession  of  the  chill.  He 
thinks  it  may  be  profitably  substituted  for  quinine,  and  that  inter- 
mittent fever  is  less  apt  to  return  after  its  use. 
4 
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The  absence  of  Professor  Cole  has  thrown  the  charge  of  this 
number  of  the  Press  entirel}''  on  his  co-editor.  A  paper  on  the 
Calabar  Bean,  Bromine  and  its  Preparations,  Carbolic  Acid,  and 
several  other  articles  lately  introduced,  which  was  designed  for 
this  number,  is  crowded  out,  and  will  appear  in  the  next. — It  has 
been  our  custom,  hitherto,  to  issue  the  Press  towards  the  close  of 
the  month  of  publication.  Some  of  our  readers,  supposing  it  to  be 
issued  at  the  beginning  of  the  month,  have  inferred  that  they  did 
not  receive  it  at  the  proper  time.  Hereafter  it  will  appear  at  the 
beginning  of  the  m.onth. 

Original  Communtcatioxs. — Our  readers  will  observe  that  the 
profession  at  large  supply  a  small  proportion  of  the  material  in 
our  columns.  This  is  not  the  fault  of  the  editors.  We  have  taken 
pains  to  procure  material  from  all  sections  of  the  Pacific  Coast, 
and  w^e  have  procured  a  liberal  supply  of — promises.  A  few 
weeks  will  bring  us  an  avalanche  of  original  matter,  enough  for  a 
volume  of  500  pages,  which  we  shall  issue  in  less  than  tw^enty- 
four  hours  from  the  date  of  its  reception. 

Dr.  Fourgeaud  has  retired  from  the  San  Francisco  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal,  which  goes  into  the  hands  of  Professor  Morse. 
We  are  sorry  to  part  wnth  Dr.  F.  in  this  field  of  labor.  W(^  esteem 
him  as  one  of  the  best  educated  and  most  courteous  members  of 
the  profession.  The  reputation  of  bis  successor,  however,  as  a 
scholar  and  a  ph}^sician,  is  a  ^aranty  that  the  Journal  will  be 
w^ell  conducted. 

Death  from  Chloroform. — The  London  Lancet  for  August  states 
the  case  of  a  young  man  in  Sheerness,  Eng.,  who  died  from  chlo- 
roform, which  he  occasionally  inhaled  for  a  severe  pain  in  the 
chest. 

The  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences  is  pronounced  by 
the  London  Medical  Times  to  be  one  of  the  best  journals  in  exist- 
ence. 
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Death  of  Professor  Huston. — Died  in  Philadelphia,  August  3, 
in  the  seventy-first  year  of  his  age,  Robert  M.  Huston,  M.  D., 
Emeritus  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  General  Therapeutics 
in  Jeiferson  Medical  College.  Dr.  Huston  entered  the  Jefferson 
School  as  Professor  of  Obstetricfs  about  twenty-six  years  ago.  He 
has  had  a  long  and  an  honorable  career. 

Death  of  Dr.  Knight. — :Jonathan  Knight,  M.  D.,  one  of  the  old- 
est and  most  distinguished  members  of  the  medical  profession, 
died  at  his  home  in  New  Haven,  in  the  latter  part  of  August,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  Few,  men  in  America  have  had  as 
bright  a  course  as  Dr.  Knight.  He  was  almost  a  miracle  of  vigor 
and  industry  to  the  last  moment  of  his  long  and  useful  life.  The 
writer  had  a  pleasant  interview  with  him  in  the  spring  of  1861. 
During  our  conversation  with  him  in  his  office,  he  received  a  tele- 
gram,  calling  him  to  a  distance  of  twenty  miles  to  perform  an  im- 
portant surgical  operation.  He  immediately  prepared  for  depart- 
ure by  railroad,  leaving  word  with  his  family  that  he  would  be  at 
home  within  four  hours  !  What  would  our  grandfathers  have 
thought  of  the  practice  of  medicine  after  this  fashion  ! — At  the 
date  of  his  death,  Dr.  Knight  had  filled  the  Chair  of  xinatomy  and 
Physiology  in  Yale  Collisge  for  fifty-two  years. 

Dr.  B.  a.  Sheldon  died  in  San  Francisco  on  the  10th  of  Septem- 
ber, aged  39  years.  Dr.  Sheldon  was  a  native  of  New  York,  and 
held  the  office  of  coroner  of  this  city  and  county  at  the  time  of  his 
death. 

Dr.  J.  P.  M.  Davis  died  at  his  residence  in  Oakland,  on  the  Itth 
September,  aged  4t  years.  He  had  been  in  practice  a  number  of 
years  in  Alameda  County  and  was  highly  respected. 

The  Suicidal  Epidemic. — We  have  lately  been  suffering  from  an 
epidemic  tendency  to  self-destruction,  which  has  proved  fatal  to  two 
physicians  among  numbers  of  victims.  Charles  H.  Raymond,  M.  D., 
Resident  Physician  of  the  San  Francisco  County  Hospital,  destroyed 
himself  with  morphia  on  the  15th  of  September.  He  was  a  native 
of  New  York,  and  aged  58  years.  Predisposed  to  suicide  by  tem- 
perament and  habits  of  thought,  he  was  excited  to  the  act  by  the 
loss  of  his  position.  The  second  case  was  that  of  Dr.  James 
Stokes,  of  Natividad,  Monterey  county,  who  destroyed  himself 
with  strychnia,  on  the  26th  of  September,  during  or  after  a  fit  of 
drunkenness. 
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Biography  of  Quacks. — A  biographical  history  of  dis- 
tinguished quacks  would  make  one  of  the  most  carious  books 
ever  written.  Whether  it  would  be  worth  reading  is  another  mat- 
ter. Trickery  in  some  shape  is  characteristic  of  the  craft,  and 
in  this  thev  were  as  expert  a  century  ago  as  now.  An  English 
quack  of  the  olden  time  brought  his  medicine  into  notice  by 
taking  hi:,  stand  in  the  street,  as  funerals  were  passing,  and  pro- 
claiming to  the  crowd  as  he  pointed  to  the  coffin  :  "  If  that  poor 
fellow  in  the  coffin  had  only  taken  two  shillings'  worth  of  my 
powder  he  would  have  been  as  well  as  any  man  now  alive  in 
London."  Another  announced,  on  returning  to  his  native  place 
after  a  long  absence,  that  he  was  so  attached  to  his  old  neigh- 
bors that  he  would  make  every  one  of  them  a  present  of  five 
shillings.  When  they  came  for  the  donation  he  hauled  out  a 
bottle  of  medicine,  worth,  as  he  said,  five  shillings  and  six  pence, 
and  offered  to  redeem  his  promise  by  selling  it  for  six  pence. 
If  there  is  any  change  in  this  department  of  industry,  it  may  be 
in  the  quality  of  the  medicines.  Many  of  the  nostrumiS  of  the 
present  day  are  really  active  and  valuable  preparations,  pro- 
cured from  regular  physicians,  and  capable  of  curing  when  prop- 
erly applied — the  error  consisting  in  their  indiscriminate  ad- 
ministration. The  celebrated  "Doctor  Jayne"  was  once  a  com- 
monplace character  in  New  Jersey,  distinguished  for  nothing 
but  an  obstinate  diarrhoea,  which  was  finally  cured  by  a  pre- 
scription obtained  from  a  regular  physician.  With  this  form- 
ula as  a  basis,  the  mixture  being  disguised  by  certain  aromatics, 
''  Jayne's  Carminative"  comes  forth  with  the  usual  certificates» 
and  then  "  Jayne's  Vermifuge  ',  "  Jayne's  Expectorant",  and  so 
forth,  until  the  enterprising  charlatan,  who  did  not,  at  the  start? 
know  the  difference  between  a  sinapism  and  an  enema,  not  only 
swells  into  a  great  "  doctor,"  but  becomes  one  of  the  richest  men 
in  Philadelphia.  Swaim  also,  a  journeyman  printer  in  New  York, 
afflicted  with  a  malady  not  so  respectable  as  diarrhoea,  finds  re- 
lief from  a  syrup  of  sarsaparilla,  modelled  after  tlie  old  Syrup 
de  Cuisinier  of  the  French,  and  prescribed  for  him  by  an  emi- 
nent physician.  Forthwith  he  marches  to  Philadelphia  with  his 
recipe,  concocts  a  Syrup  essentially  the  same,  disguising  it  with 
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Oil  of  Wintergreen,  kincll}^  dispenses  it  in  the  Pennsyivania 
Hospital  by  pennission  of  the  attending  physicians,  who  were 
the  leading  Professors  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  pro. 
cures  from  them  certificates,  which  really  meant  but  little,  and 
yet  had  the  signatures,  which  was  all  that  he  wanted,  and  ush- 
ered to  the  world,  with  these  and  numerous  other  endorsements, 
"  Swaim's  Panacea,^'  the  parent  of  a  multitude  of  panaceas  and 
catholicons,  which  have  since  made  fortunes  for  their  cunning 
but  ignorant  and  mostly  unprincipled,  publishers.  Swaim  was  so 
uneducated  that  he  had  to  learn  to  write  his  name  to  affix  it 
to  his  medicine. 

California  ha?  already  produced  several  notabilities  of  the 
same  genus.  Several  years  ago  the  writer  was  called  in  con- 
sultation with  a  physician  of  San  Francisco,  whose  engage- 
ments, he  said,  prevented  him  from  visiting  the  patient  be- 
tween 8  A.  M.  and  6  p.  m.  Such  an  extraordinary  state- 
ment seemed  to  require  explanation.  The  doctor  ex- 
plained by  stating  that  he  was  in  the  employ  of  Dr.  Young — 
that  it  was  humiliating  to  him  as  a  regular  physician  to  place 
himself  in  that  position,  but  the  wants  of  his  family  impelled 
him  to  it.  He  was  really  the  prescribing  physician  for  the 
patients,  who  always  took  him  for  Dr.  Young,  whilst  the  latter, 
in  an  adjoining  room,  attended  to  the  pecuniary  affairs  and 
passed  for  a  clerk  or  partner.  There  is  another  genius  in  Cali- 
fornia who  was  a  shop-boy  in  an  apothecary  shop  in  Clay  street 
at  a  salary  of  $40  per  month,  from  which  position  he  rose,  in  a 
single  night,  to  the  dignity  of  an  eminent  Hungarian  Surgeon 
and  became  famous  in  twenty-four  hours  all  over  California, 
through  the  pen  and  the  press. 

There  is  no  difficulty  in  forging  certificates  of  cure,  nor  yet 
in  procuring  real  certificates  of  imagined  or  accidental  cures. 
Quacks  are  not  scrupulous  in  these  respects,  and  they  have  re- 
duced lying  to  an  art,  which  most  of  them  pursue  with  great 
tact.  One  fellow  advertises  an  Institution  which  has  turned 
out  21,373  cures  in  four  years — a  list  of  the  diseases  and  num- 
ber of  cases  corresponding  to  them  being  given.  From  the  cer- 
tificates that  are  attached,  we  infer  that  the  average  duration 
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of  treatment  does  not  claim  to  be  less  than  ten  days.  In  one 
case  "  on?i/ three  months''"  were  required.  At  ten  days,  there 
would  be  on  hand  a  crowd  of  140  patients  every  day  during  the 
four  years.  This  brings  to  mind  the  two  Whit  worth  Doctors 
of  the  last  century,  who  bled  gratis  on  Sundays,  and  had  one 
hundred  patients  at  a  time,  seated  around  a  large  room  by  the 
side  of  a  trough  which  collected  the  blood — one  of  the  doctors 
tying  up  the  arms  while  the  other  followed  and  tapped  the 
veins. 

Another  specimen  of  brazen  mendacity  is  exhibited  by  a 
mountebank  who  started  in  San  Francisco  as  a  Chiropodist, 
with  certificates  professedly  from  the  most  distinguished  medical 
men  in  the  East,  which  were  palpable  forgeries  ;  the  sur- 
name in  each  case  being  altered  from  the  original,  so  that  no  such 
persons  really  existed.  Another  sharp  trick  was  played  off  ex- 
tensively by  a  quack  whose  name  differs  only  from  the  name  of 
the  writer  of  this  article  in  the  absence  of  the  terminal  letter, 
and  who  took  advantage  of  the  similarity  to  impose  on  the  pub- 
lic by  advertising  in  all  the  papers  in  the  State  ''Doctor  Gib- 
bon^s  Dispensary''  for  the  cure  of  secret  diseases.  Further  than 
this,  all  the  old  boxes  and  casks  lining  the  streets  of  the  metrop- 
olis were  placarded  with  the  same  advertisement,  set  off  with 
an  Esculapian  figure-head,  which  half  the  population  ascribed 
to  the  enterprize  and  ambition  of  said  writer,  who  dared  not 
publiclv  point  out  the  syntactital  value  of  the  letter  at  tlie  end 
of  his  own  name,  oi"  of  a  microscopic  comma  in  that  of  the  char- 
latan, without  doing  precisely  what  the  latter  would  have  re- 
joiced in — adding  to  his  notoriety.  Our  disgust,  meanwhile, 
was  somewhat  sharpened  by  occasional  applications  to  aid  in 
criminal  abortion  and  various  filthy  arts  which  characterize 
these  advertising  impostors.  Of  late,  however,  the  fellow  has 
vanished,  nobody  knows  where.     Laus  Deo  ! 

But  wherefore  preach  against  empiricism  and  empirics  ? 
Whv  attempt  to  enlighten  the  public  on  such  matters  ?  Is  not 
the  public  a  fool  ?  Does  it  not  delight  in  being  deluded?  Are 
not  quacks  and  impostors  inseparable  from  civilization  ?  Can 
mankind  exist  without  parasites  and  vermin  ?  We  are  disposed 
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to  ask  pardon  of  our  readers  for  having  troubled  them  with 
this  subject,  especially  at  such  length. 

Typhus  Fever  Hospitals. — We  have  before  adverted  to 
the  fact  that  five  medical  attendants  of  the  Bellevue  Hospital  at 
New  York  fell  victims  to  the  fever  prevailing  in  that  Institu- 
tion. Such  fatal  results  led  to  the  establishment  of  a  Fever 
Hospital,  isolated  from  other  hospitals.  An  experience  of  two 
months  proves  the  great  advantages  of  the  measure.  The 
N.  Y.  Medical  Times  refers  to  the  subject  in  an  interesting 
article,  which  we  present  to  our  readers  on  another  page.  We 
aredisposed,however,  to  take  exception  to  some  of  the  conclu. 
sions  of  the  "  Times,''  as  too  general.  The  plan  advised  by 
Florence  Nightingale  of  distributing  typhus  through  general 
wards  will  probably  be  safe  and  even  advantageous,  in  the 
majority  of  cases.  We  do  not  believe  the  disease  is  communi- 
cable per  se.  A  peculiar  poisoned  condition  of  the  atmosphere 
is  an  essential  condition  of  its  propagation.  So  far  as  we  are 
informed,  there  is  no  evidence  of  the  contagion  of  typhus  or 
typhoid  in  the  hospitals  of  California,  where  patients  are  not 
isolated.  We  can  speak  knowingly  of  St.  Mary's,  in  which 
there  have  been,  at  times,  a  considerable  number  of  cases.  In 
one  instance  only  could  the  least  suspicion  of  contagion  be  en- 
tertained— a  case  in  which  a  woman  nursed  and  sat  up  with 
her  sister,  and  was  subsequently  taken  down  with  the  disease. 
But  here  anxiety  and  fatigue,  with  previous  ill  health,  might 
account  for  the  attack  without  charging  it  on  contagion.  We 
remember  when  a  student,  walking  through  the  wards  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Hospital  in  Philadelphia,  under  the  instruction  of 
that  good  and  eminent  man,  Dr.  Joseph  Parrish, — the  Doctor 
was  dissatisfied  with  the  condition  of  a  patient  in  one  of  the 
wards,  who  exhibited  a  loss  of  recuperative  energy,  and  had 
him  removed  to  another  apartment.  That  ward,  he  said,  had 
once  before  become  so  infected  as  to  cause  the  death  of  a  num- 
ber of  patients,  and  to  depress  the  vital  powers  of  the  in- 
mates generally.  It  was  for  that  reason  vacated,  cleansed  and 
ventilated.      But  no  sooner  was  it  reoccupied  than  the  same 
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previous  influence  displayed  itself  on  the  patients,  proving  fatal 
in  some  cases.  It  was  again  vacated,  and  thoroughly  cleansed, 
and  the  walls  whitewashed ;  and  it  was  not  deemed  safe  to 
occupy  it  even  then,  until  after  a  month  of  free  ventilation. 
We  presume  this  is  not  an  uncommon  experience  in  hospitals. — 
We  may  add  in  regard  to  the  mortality  of  typhoid  fever  in  Cal- 
ifornia, that,  as  far  as  our  observation  extends,  the  mortality  is 
certainly  not  greater  than  that  of  the  New  York  Fever  Hospi- 
tal, viz.  6.1  per  cent.  In  the  private  practice  of  the  writer,  and 
in  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  under  the  charge  of  Dr.  Morse  and  him- 
self, it  has  been  much  less.  The  treatment  in  these  cases  has 
been  mainly  such  as  the  Times-  recommends — a  tonic  and  sup- 
porting course,  with  a  vigilant  eye  to  incidental  complications. 
In  most  cases  which  we  have  seen,  there  have  been  local  deter- 
minations, either  to  the  head,  the  chest,  or  the  abdomen.  Prompt 
attention  to  these  is  indispensable.  There  is,  in  general,  vital- 
ity enough  to  build  up  the  system  and  to  ensure  perfect  con- 
valescence without  much  stimulation — indeed  without  any  al- 
coholic stimulants,  which  are  shamefully  abused  in  the  treat- 
ment of  fevers,  xis  to  Rutty 's  remark — "  The  poor,  left  to 
nature,  and  God's  good  providence,  recover'' — all  we  have  to 
say  is,  that  scarcely  anything  in  the  practice  of  medicine  requires 
more  skill  and  judgment  than  to  take  advantage  of  '•  nature 
and  God's  good  providence."  There  is  much  humbug  afloat 
on  the  subject  of  "  nature"  in  the  cure  of  disease.  In  the  minds 
of  some  persons  all  interference  with  disease  is  interference 
with  nature.  In  its  extreme  application  this  doctrine  is  but  a 
"Meditation  on  Death."  As  well  might  the  pilot  in  a  storm 
trust  his  ship  to  nature.  He  may  appear  to  do  but  little — he 
may  indeed  do  nothing  but-  hold  a  steady  helm,  but  he  is  in 
reality  doing  much. 

Nourishment  ix  Fevers.— It  is  30  or  40  years  since  the 
revolution  in  regard  to  cold  drinks  in  fevers.  Now  comes 
another  revolution,  affecting  diet  and  stimulants.  Physicians 
are  generally  growing  more  fearful  of  debility  and  exhaustion, 
and  the  sick  are  expected,  or  rather  compelled,  to  eat  and  drink 
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liberally.  This  plan  is  pursued  empirically  to  a  great  extent, 
and  without  much  reference  to  circumstances.  It  is  almost 
enough  that  a  patient  is  a  patient,  to  ensure  him  a  prescription 
of  roast  beef  and  whisky,  from  many  physicians.  We  take 
exception  to  this  stuffing  system.  That  a  patient  needs  alimen- 
tation is  not  necessarily  a  reason  for  using  it.  The  power  to 
digest  and  assimilate  may  be  weak  or  wanting,  in  which  case 
ingestion  of  food  may  serve  but  to  aggravate  the  mischief. 
We  are  convinced  that  much  harm  is  done  by  pressing  ali- 
ments and  stimulants  upon  the  patient,  without  regard  to  the 
appetite  and  disposition  of  the  stomach,  and  merely  because  he 
needs  support.  He  may  need  support  and  yet  be  unable  to 
take  it  with  advantage.  We  have  seen  men  dying  from  ex- 
haustion and  disease,  who  were  drenched  with  stimulants  to 
sustain  their  failing  strength,  and  who  continued  to  sink  almost 
in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  brandy  thrown  in,  until  happily 
the  stomach  revolted  at  the  abuse  and  ejected  the  liquid  burthen, 
greatly  to  their  relief  and  benefit. — If  the  gruel  or  broth  be  not 
digested,  or  the  alcohol  absorbed,  by  the  stomach,  they  can  do 
no  good,  but  rather  harm.  The  appetite  is  a  tolerable  guide  in 
such  cases.  If  the  stomach  will  merely  tolerate  food,  even 
though  there  may  be  no  relish  for  it,  it  is  necessary  in  some 
cases  to  press  it.  But  where  there  is  aversion  or  loathing,  you 
may  as  well  feed  the  victim  with  ipecacuanha.  This  remark 
applies  with  nearly  equal  force  to  stimulating  or  alcoholic  bev- 
erages. We  like  very  much  a  few  brief  rules  laid  down  by 
M.  Piorry  on  the  subject  of  diet  in  disease,  as  follows : 

Give,  in  general,  nourishment  when  patients  wish  and  need  it. 

Choose  that  which  observation  has  shown  to  be  the  most 
suitable  and  most  easily  digested. 

Commence  with  a  small  quantity. 

Observe  the  effects  and  increase  the  quantity  promptly,  if  the 
experiments  show  such  a  course  to  be  desirable. 

Exploring  ISeedles. — A  good  substitute  for  the  exphn'iir^ 
.needle  is  the  syringe  and  trocar  for  snb-cutaneous  injection. 
It  is  easy  to  obtain  with  it  a  considerable  quantity  of  fluid  for 
examining.  Small  cysts,  such  as  ganglia,  may  also  be  emptied 
by  it,  and  iodine  or  any  other  substance  injected,  if  necessary. 
6 
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Substernal  Tenderness  a  Diagnostic  Sign  of  Acquired  Syphilitic 
Taint. — Dr.  Brodrick  of  Madras  communicates  to  the  Edinburgh 
Medical  Journal  some  interesting  facts  on  this  subject,  which  was 
first  alluded  to,  though  briefly,  by  Ricord.  In  a  very  large  propor- 
tion of  cases  of  constitutional  syphilis  there  exists,  imperceptibly 
to  the  patient,  a  slight  degree  of  periosteal  inflammation  of  the 
sternum,  confined  generally  to  a  small  surface.  By  kneading  the 
bone  with  the  ends  of  the  fore  and  middle  fingers,  beginning  at  the 
manubrium  and  proceeding  downwards,  the  soreness  will  be  found 
in  most  instances,  at  the  commencement  of  the  lower  third  of  the 
bone.  The  seat  of  disease,  we  are  led  to  infer,  is  on  the  anterior 
face  of  the  bone.  With  much  practice  and  observation  in  this 
class  of  cases.  Dr.  Brodrick  can  generally  succeed  in  touching  the 
tender  spot  at  once,  to  the  great  surprise  of  the  patient,  previous 
ly  quite  ignorant  of  its  existence.  We  are  quite  safe,  he  thinks, 
in  assuming  that  the  subject  of  it  labors  under  acquired  venereal 
taint.  It  often  furnishes  a  clue  to  the  cause  of  very  anomalous 
symptoms,  and  a  most  invaluable  guide  in  treatment.  For  18 
months  he  has  been  kneading  patients'  sternunis  diligently,  and 
has  been  not  a  little  laughed  at  by  those  not  previously  aware  of 
the  nature  of  the  phenomena.  The  native  doctors  attached  to  the 
charitable  dispensaries  under  his  supervision,  all  practise  this 
palpation  in  suspected  cases,  to  the  very  great  benefit  of  their 
patients.  The  sign  is  not  by  any  means  an  invariable  attendant 
of  syphilitic  dyscrasia,  though  its  presence  is  believed  to  be  un- 
erringly significant.  Its  usual  location  is,  as  above  stated,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  lower  third  of  the  sternum,  occasionally  in 
the  upper  third,  and  very  seldom  in  the  space  intermediate.  When 
it  is  once  made  out,  the  subject  should,  without  delay,  commence 
taking  the  iodide  of  potassium. 

Galvanism  and  Lactation. — Dr.  Skinner  of  Liverpool  claims  that 
Faradization  is  almost  omnipotent  as  a  Galactogogue.  He  recites  a 
number  of  cases  in  which  its  use  was  attended  by  speedy  and 
perfect  success  in  re-establishing  the  flow  when  the  secretion  had 
almost  or  entirely  ceased.  The  poles  are  armed  with  moist 
sponge,  and  the  positive  pole  pressed  in  the  axilla  and  the  nega- 
tive on  the  nipple  and  areola.  The  current  should  never  be  un- 
pleasantly  strong.     After   two   or  three  minutes  the  process  is 
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changed,  by  placing  both  poles  on  the  mamma  and  shifting  them 
about  so  as  to  pass  the  fluid  through  the  gland  in  all  directions. 
The  same  length  of  time  is  allotted  to  this  operation.  One  or  two 
sittings,  five  or  ten  minutes  each,  are  generally  sufficient  to  ac- 
complish the  purpose.  The  milk  does  not  flow  immediately,  but 
after  some  hours.  Some  of  the  results  are  remarkable.  In  one 
case,  the  right  breast,  which  had  been  dormant  for  years,  the  lady 
having  suckled  an  infant  in  the  interval  with  the  left  breast  only, 
was  recalled  into  actual  service  by  two  sittings  of  about  five 
minutes  each.  We  have  had  much  trouble  in  California  from  torpor 
of  the  mammary  glands  in  mothers,  and  we  have  heard  similar  com- 
plaints made  by  other  practitioners.  The  remedy  proposed  is  of 
very  easy  application,  and  should  have  a  fair  trial.— Some  of  our 
readers  will  probably  smile  at  the  suggestion  that  there  may  be 
a  relation  between  the  diflicult  lactation  of  nursing  women  and 
the  almost  entire  absence  of  sensible  atmospheric  electricity  in 
California. 

A  Specific  in  Scarlatina. — In  the  London  Lancet  for  January  a 
Mr.  Blyth  claims  to  have  discovered,  in  chlorine,  a  specific  for 
scarlatina.  Adopting  the  theory  of  poison  in  the  blood,  thrown  off 
in  the  cutaneous  eruption,  and  in  the  secretions  from  the  throat,  he 
seeks  a  chemical  remedy  to  neutralize  the  poison,  especially  that 
in  the  mouth  and  throat,  which,  if  swallowed,  adds  to  the  materies 
morbi  and  feeds  the  deadly  fountain.  Chlorine  is  the  great  correc- 
tive, and  it  must  be  given  every  hour,  night  and  day,  lest  the  vi- 
rus collecting  in  the  mouth  and  throat,  pass  into  the  stomach,  un- 
destroyed.  "  Where  the  case  is  anything  like  an  anxious  one,  I 
rely  solely  on  the  chlorine.  Very  rarely,  I  may  perchance  add  a 
little  antimony  to  lower  the  pulse  ;  but,  as  a  rule,  I  only  give  thp 
chlorine,  sometimes  with  quinine,  &c.  Let  me  urge  my  medical 
brethren  to  give  a  full  and  fair  trial  to  my  remedy,  relying  implic- 
itly on  it."  *'  I  see  no  reason  why  every  one  using  this  remedy 
fully,  should  not  be  blessed  with  the  same  success  that  I  have 
been,  during  many  years  that  I  have  used  this  specific  in  an  active 
and  extensive  practice."  His  preparation  is  as  follows  :  "  Put  ten 
grains  of  Chlorate  of  Potash,  finely  levigated,  in  a  pint  bottle  : 
cork  it  :  add  one  drachm  of  hydro-chloric  acid  :  in  a  minute  or 
so,  add  an  ounce  of  water  and  shake  :  to  dissolve  the  vapor,  let 
it  stand  a  short  time  :  then  add  njore  and  more  water,  at  intervals, 
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until  the  bottle  is  filled."  A  child  of  twelve  years  old  may  take 
one  ounce*  every  hour.  We  are  somewhat  surprised  at  the  confi- 
dence with  which  the  writer  proclaims  a  "  specific."  The  plan, 
however,  is  worthy  of  trial.  That  it  will  prove  equally  successful 
in  the  hands  of  practitioners  generally,  we  do  not  believe.  A 
prescription  not  unlike  that  of  Mr.  Blyth,  combining  the  same  two 
ingredients,  is  in  very  common  use  in  California,  for  Scarlatina 
and  Diphtheria.  We  feel  stronglj^  tempted  to  add,  that  if  the  editors 
of  the  Lancet  were  to  observe  in  a  leading  American  journal,  direc- 
tions to  "levigate"  a  soluble  salt,  and  to  cork  the  bottle  and  add 
hydro-chloric  acid,  and  so  forth,  they  would  enjoy  a  private  laugh 
at  the  expense  of  their  trans-atlantic  brethren. 

New  Medical  Treatment. — A  lady  who  had  been  troubled  for 
some  time  with  pains  in  the  chest  and  other  chronic  annoyances, 
entered  our  office  lately  with  the  following  story  :  Observing  in 
one  of  our  streets  a  sign  setting  forth  that  the  "doctor"  within 
cured  all  manner  of  diseases  by  a  new  method,  without  giving  a 
particle  of  medicine,  she  was  charmed  with  the  idea  and  hastened 
to  avail  herself  of  its  benefit.  The  bargain  was  made — cure  in 
two  weeks  for  $15.00  ;  no  cure  no  pay.  The  treatment  consisted 
in  alternately  rubbing  the  surface  with  the  open  hand  and  thump- 
ing with  the  knuckles.  As  the  pains  extended  from  the  spine 
through  the  chest  to  the  cardiac  region,  the  manipulations  were 
directed  chiefly  to  the  latter  region.  It  was  necessary  to  have  the 
surface  of  the  chest  entirely  exposed  in  order  to  give  full  force. to 
the  remedial  touchings,  the  virtue  of  which  depended  on  the  will 
of  the  operator.  This  will  set  in  motion  a  spiritual  current  which 
passed  into  the  patient  with  the  aid  of  the  rubbing  and  thumping, 
and  which  was  to  carry  away  the  pain  and  the  disease.  Two 
weeks  elapsed  without  benefit,  and  the  doctor  asked  another  fort- 
night, in  which  time  he  had  no  doubt  a  cure  would  be  effected. 
But  a  second  course  proved  unsuccessful,  the  only  perceptible  re- 
sult being  the  re-development  of  an  old  tumor  in  the  mammary 
gland,  which  had  almost  disappeared  till  it  was  roused  to  new 
life  by  the  magical  frictions  and  palpations  of  the  mountebank. 
On  hearing  the  story,  we  were  inclined  to  judge  the  fellow  a 
knave,  but  as  the  lady  informed  us  that  he  acknowledged  his  want 
of  success,  taking  her  word  for  the  fact,  and  moreover   that  he 
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stuck  to  his  bargain  and  demanded  no  pay,  we  set  him  down,  to- 
gether with  his  patient,  simply  as  a  fool. 

Ligation  of  the  Innominata. — This  vessel  has  been  successfully 
tied,  at  last.  The  New  York  Medical  Times  contains  the  ac- 
count as  furnished  by  Dr.  Mott,  who  first  performed  the  operation 
forty-four  years  ago,  the  patient  recovering  so  as  to  walk  about, 
but  finally  dying  from  hemorrhage  on  the  twenty-sixth  day.  Since 
then  the  operation  had  been  performed  thirteen  times,  with  re- 
sults invariably  fatal.  At  last,  however,  Dr.  A.  W.  Smith,  of  the 
Charity  Hospital  in  New  Orleans,  has  immortalized  himself  by  sue. 
cess.  The  patient  was  a  colored  man,  33  years  of  age,  with  a  large, 
strongly  pulsating  aneurism.  On  the  15th  of  May,  Dr.  Smith 
^igated  the  vessel  on  the  cardiac  side,  and  at  the  same  time  the 
carotid  artery,  as  proposed  by  Dr.  D.  L.  Rogers,  a  pupil  of  Mott. 
In  two  weeks  hemorrhage  ensued,  and  returned  several  times, 
when  Dr.  Smith,  supposing  the  blood  came  from  the  vertebral  ar- 
tery through  the  subclavian,  tied  the  former  vessel  on  the  9th  of 
July.  There  was  no  return  of  bleeding,  the  tumor  had  disappeared, 
and  there  was  a  doubtful  pulsation  in  the  right  radial  artery.  At 
a  later  date  the  wound  had  entirely  healed  and  the  man  was  well 
and  walking  about. — The  case  is  a  triumph  for  American  surgery. 

The  Salts  of  Morphia. — Dr.  (xarrod,  in  an  article  in  the  British 
Medical  Times  and  Gazette  states,  as  the  result  of  experiments, 
that  he  was  unable  to  trace  the  slightest  difference  in  the  effects  of 
the  acetate,  hydro-chlorate,  sulphate,  meconate,  tartrate,  and  phos- 
phate of  morphia.  In  no  one  instance  could  the  patient  tell  which 
salt  was  administered,  or  find  any  difference  in  the  operations  of 
the  medicines.  Dr.  Garrod  explains  this  fact  by  considering  how 
small  an  amount  of  acid  enters  into  the  composition  of  one  half 
grain  of  the  salt — not  enough  to  produce  any  appreciable  effect, 
He  considers  one  of  the  salts  enough,  and  selects  the  hydro-chlo- 
rate, because  it  is  a  well  known  salt,  readily  manufactured,  forms 
crystals  of  a  definite  composition,  and  is  unchanged  by  air.  The 
acetate  is  liable  to  decomposition  and  has  been  rejected  from  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia.  The  sulphate  is  mostly  used  on  this  coast, 
and  if  we  mistake  not,  in  the  United  States  generally. 

Wafer  Paper  is  much  used  in  France  as  a  vehicle  for  powders. 
It  may  be   made  by  heating  two  common  smoothing   irons  and 
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touching  their  surface  with  butter,  and  then  pouring  on  one  of  them 
a  small  quantity  of  thin  paste,  made  of  rice  or  wheat  flour,  the 
other  iron  being  instantly  applied  so  as  to  press  the  wafer  be- 
tween the  two  faces  and  cook  it  sufiBciently.  The  iron  must  not 
be  hot  enough  to  scorch  it.  In  using  the  wafer  cut  it  of  the  proper 
size  and  dip  it  in  water  :  place  the  powder  on  it  and  wrap  or  roll 
it  up.     It  is  said  to  go  down  like  an  oyster. 

Prolapse  of  the  Funis. — Dr.  Earl,  in  the  British  Medical  Times 
and  Gazette,  urges  Croft's  method  as  the  best,  for  the  management 
of  prolapsed  cord.  The  hand  is  introduced  in  the  absence  of  pain> 
carrying  with  it  the  cord,  which  is  then  passed  over  the  highest 
portion  of  the  foetus,  where  it^remains,  the  hand  being  withdrawn. 
In  three  cases,  thus  managed,  the  labor  was  carried  to  a  safe  ter- 
mination, and  all  the  children  saved,  whilst  in  two  cases  in  which 
the  cord  was  simply  pushed  above  the  brim,  one  child  was  lost,/ 
and  in  two  cases  where  turning  was  resorted  to,  a  similar  fatality 
attended. 

Lunacy   Commissions. — The  Association   of   Superintendents   of 

American  Institutions  for   the  Insane,  at  its  late  meeting,  after 

fully  canvassing  the  subject,  adopted  the  following  resolution  : 

Whereas,  certain  State  Legislatures  have  taken  such  prelimin- 
ary action  as  looks  to  the  appointment  of  what  are  called  Lunacy 
Commissions,  therefore  be  it  Eeaolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Association,  the  appointment  of  such  Commission  with  a  view  to 
official  visits,  &c.,  or  any  supervision  of  State  or  corporate  legis- 
lation for  the  Insane  in  this  country,  is  to  be  deprecated  as  not 
only  wholly  unnecessary,  but  injurious  and  subversive  of  the  pre- 
sent efficient  system  of  control  63^  Boards  of  Trustees  or  Managers, 
appointed  by  the  State  Executives  or  the  proper  authorities  of 
Corporate  Institutions,  and  performing  their  duties  without  pay 
or  emolument. 

Wire  Loops  for  Pessaries  are  recommended  by  Dr.  Clay  of  Man- 
chester, England.  The  loop  of  elastic  wire  is  adapted  to  the  os 
uteri,  and  the  wire  curves  so  as  to  be  attached  externally  to  a 
bandage.  They  maybe  worn  with  comfort  whilst  walking,  or 
riding  in  the  saddle.  Some  of  the  most  formidable  objections  to 
the  ordinary  pessaries  will  not  apply  to  this  instrument. 

A  Professorship  of  the  Physiology  and  Pathology  of  the  Nervous 
System  has  been  established  in  Harvard  Medical  University, 
and  Dr.  E.  Brown-Sequard  has  been  appointed  to  the  chair. 
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Removal  of  Hair  Pins  from  the  Female  Bladder, — The  introduc- 
tion of  hair  pins  into  the  bladder  of  females,  is  an  occurrence  of 
surprising  frequency.  Many  ingenious  plans  for  their  removal 
have  been  devised.  Dr.  Porter  furnishes  to  the  Dublin  Quarterly 
Journal  a  case  in  which  he  succeeded  by  dilating  the  urethra  by 
the  introduction  of  sponge  tents,  till  he  could  insert  his  finger  with 
ease.  Feeling  one  of  the  points,  he  introduced  a  narrow-bladed 
forceps  along  his  finger,  and  seized  the  other  point,  and  then 
withdrew  the  whole  without  difficulty.  The  pin  was  coated  with 
phosphatic  deposit,  though  it  had  been  in  the  bladder  less  than  a 
week,  showing  how  very  quickly  any  foreign  substance  affords  a 
nucleus  for  calculus.  The  patient  recovered  speedily,  with  entire 
control  over  the  act  of  micturition. 

Ossification. — In  a  stray  newspaper  we  find  the  following 
record,  which  we  presume  to  be  true,  though  its  source  is  unknown 
to  us  :— -William  Dronesfield,  of  Johnstown,  Pennsylvania,  who 
died  a  short  time  since  of  disease  of  the  heart,  was  examined 
after  death,  when  it  was  found  that  the  entire  arterial  system  was 
in  a  state  of  ossification.  All  the  valves  in  the  main  arteries 
were  entirely  obliterated;  and  the  ascending  and  descending  aorta 
were  greatly  enlarged,  and  the  whole  inner  portion  covered  with 
bone.  The  same  tendency  existed  in  other  parts,  and  the  trachea 
and  larynx  were  partially  ossified  in  their  entire  length. 

[The  *'  valves"  referred  to  are  probably  the  sigmoid  valves.] 

Homceopathy  for  Horses. — This  is  the  last  great  triumph  of  the 
Science  of  Medicine.  A  man  may  carry  two  hundred  doses  of 
horse  physic  in  his  vest  pocket,  where  you  should  always  keep  it, 
to  guard  against  the  eftects  of  nails  in  your  horses'  feet.  The 
whole  treatment  is  so  ^' simple^^  that  a  child  of  six  years  can  under- 
stand and  practise  it. 


In  1863  no  less  than  1537  patients  (15  of  whom  were  not  sufter- 
ing  from  smallpox)  were  admitted  into  the  Smallpox  Hospital  in 
London.  The  deaths  amounted  to  274,  or  17  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  admissions.  Of  the  whole  number,  247  were  unvaccinated, 
and  1273 — no  less  than  83  per  cent,  of  the  admissions — vaccinated. 
The  deaths  amongst  the  unvaccinated  averaged  47  per  cent.  ; 
amongst  the  vaccinated  9.9  per  cent. — Boston  Med.  and  t>urg.  Jour. 
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Medical  Diagnosis,  Avith  special  reference  to  Practical  Medi- 
cine ;  a  Guide  to  the  Knowledge  and  Discrimination  of  Dis- 
eases. By  J.  M.  Da  Costa,  M.  D.,  Lecturer  on  Clinical 
Medicine  and  Physician  to  the  Philadelphia  Hospital,  &c., 
&c.  Philadelphia  :  J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.  1864.  Pp.  690. 
San  Francisco  :  Roman  &  Co. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion,  the  number  of  medical 
books  published  in  the  United  States  has  diminished,  but  their 
quality  has  materially  improved.  The  present  volume  is  one 
of  the  best  ever  produced  in  this  or  any  other  country.  Its 
style  deserves  the  highest  commendation.  The  author  express- 
es himself  in  brief,  easy,  intelligible  sentences,  without  circum- 
locution or  verbiage.  There  is  no  pedantic  display  of  Greek, 
no  studied  choice  of  long  words  when  short  ones  will  do  better. 
The  author  informs  us  that  the  work  is  designed  for  advanced 
students  and  young  practitioners.  We  do  not  hesitate  to  say 
jt  may  be  read  with  benefit  by  old  practitioners  as  well  as 
young.  Diagnosis  is  a  department  of  great  and  growing  im- 
portance. It  embodies  most  of  the  science  of  our  profession. 
No  practising  physician  should  be  without  this  book.  We 
open  casually  at  the  chapter  on  diseases  of  the  mouth,  from 
which  we  extract  the  following  passage  on  the  differential  diag- 
nosis of  diphtheria  : 

But  to  look  at  the  differential  diagnosis  of  the  disorder.  It 
varies  widely  from  stomatitis,  from  tonsillitis,  from  pharyngitis 
— in  truth,  from  all  the  ordinary  local  inflammations  of  these 
structures — by  the  presence  of  a  membrane,  by  the  striking 
constitutional  symptoms,  and  by  the  sequels. 

Yet  there  are  certain  sources  of  error  which  it  is  necessary 
to  be  on  our  guard  against.  In  simple  idharyngitis  a  mass  of 
mucus,  in  part  derived  from  the  nares,  is  apt  to  collect  on 
the  inflamed  membrane,  and  looks  at  first  sight  like  the  coat- 
ing from  an  exudation  ;  but  it  may  be  very  easily  removed,  iind 
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a  closer  inspection  proves  its  true  nature.  In  tonsillitis,  little 
yellowish  or  whitish  points  form  at  the  opening  of  the  follicles 
on  the  surface  of  the  swollen  tonsils.  But  they  are  very  limited, 
are  strictly  confined  to  the  gland,  exhibit  no  tendenc}^  to  spread 
or  to  coalesce,  are  generally  small  white  specks  of  a  roundish  or 
oval  shape,  and  when  cast  off,  a  superficial  ulceration  is  seen  on 
the  gland.  I  desire  pai'ticularly  to  eall  attention  to  the  possi- 
bility of  confounding  these  appearances,  which  are  by  no  means 
uncommon  in  tonsillitis,  with  diphtheria,  for  I  have  known  them 
to  have  occasioned  more  than  one  mistake.  Should,  in  an  in- 
dividual case,  the  facts  mentioned  be  insufficient  to  solve  the 
doubt,  the  microscope  can  do  so  readily,  for  it  shows  the  white 
masses  to  be  largely  composed  of  epithelium,  and  not,  like  the 
diphtheritic  membrane,  mainly  of  fibxillated  fibrin,  of  granular 
corpuscles,  and  of  pus. 

Ulcerative  stomatitis,  the  form  of  stomatitis  most  likely  to  be 
confoundod  with  diphtheria,  and  especially  with  this  malady 
when  the  exudation  lines  the  gums,  is  discriminated  by  the  ulcer- 
ation or  sloughing  ;  whereas  the  mucous  m9mbrane  in  the 
pseudomembranous  disease  remains  intact,  save  in  the  rarest  in- 
stances. The  same  ieature  distinguishes  diphtheria  from  gan- 
grene of  the  mouth,  for  which,  on  account  of  the  extreme  fe{;or 
of  the  breath,  it  is  so.metimes  mistaken. 

There  is  an  acute  disease  of  the  throat,  to  which  Dr.  Todd 
especially  called  attention,  which  presents  some  strong  points 
of  similitude  to  diphtlaeria — erysipelas  of  the  fauces.  Like  diph- 
theria, it  is  a  most  dangerous  ailment ;  as  in  diphtheria,  the 
morbid  process  may  extend  to  the  larynx  ;  as  happens  often  in 
diphtheria,  the  mucous  membrane  exhibits  a  peculiar  dusky-red 
color  ;  as  in  diphtheria,  the  poison  paralyzes  the  muscles  of  the 
palate  and  pharynx,  and  liquids  are  apt  to  be  rejected  throuq:h 
the  nostrils  and  mouth.  But  the  difficulty  in  deglutition  differs 
from  that  of  diphtheria  in  being  present  from  the  onset ;  and  is 
not  attended  with  swelling  of  the  structures,  with  enlargement 
of  the  glands  of  the  neck,  nor  with  the  formation  of  a  false 
membrane. 

How  sliall  we  separate  diphtheria  from  membranous  croup,  a 
disease  with  which,  indeed,  it  is  by  some  regarded  as  identical? 
Yet  this  is  taking  a  narrow  view  of  the  facts.  In  the  first  place, 
croup  is  a  purely  local  complaint,  and  lacks  the  peculiar  consti- 
tutional symptoms  and  sequelae  of  diphtheria.  Secondly,  an 
affection  of  the  windpipe  is  not  by  any  means  an  essential 
element  of  diphtheria,  for  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  disease 
does  not  spread  to  the  larynx.  Thirdly,  when,  by  the  parox- 
6 
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ysms  of  irritative  cough,  the  disturbed  breathing,  the  huskiness 
or  extinctioii  of  voice,  we  mayiifer  that  the  exudative  inflam- 
mation has  reached  the  larynx  f  when,  in  other  words,  the  symp- 
toms of  croup  arise,  the  first  manifestations  of  the  membranous 
affection  are  perceived  in  the  throat,  and  not  in  the  larynx.  To 
sum  up  :  pseudomembranous  angina  afiects  primarily  the  throat, 
and  may  extend  to  the  windpipe ;  pseudomembranous  croup  af- 
fects primarily  the  windpipe,  and  mny  extend  to  the  throat. 

Lastly,  diphtheria  may  be  confounded  with  scarlatina.  When, 
indeed,  we  reflect  on  the  similar  appearance  of  the  throat,  on 
the  occurrence  of  albuminuria  in  both  maladies,  and  on  the 
frequency  with  which  both  are  found  at  the  same  time  to  pre- 
vail as  epidemics  in  a  community,  it  is  not  astonishing  that  one 
should  be  looked  upon  as  but  a  modified  form  of  the  other. 
Allied  they  certainly  are,  but  not  identical  ;  for  the  poison  of 
one  leads  to  a  cutaneous  rash,  and  leaves  a  protective  influence 
against  a  second  attack,  but  often  also  deafness,  suppuration  of 
the  glands  of  the  neck,  and  dropsy — phenomena  which  are  not 
encountered  in  the  other.  Moreover,  the  exudation  in  the 
throat  is  not  eXactlv  similar  in  the  two  diseases.  In  scarlatina 
it  is  pultaceous,  and  not  coherent,  and  has  no  tendency  to  spread 
to  the  respiratory  passages.  Then  the  albuminuria  occurs  at  a 
different  period.  In  scarlatina  it  is  a  sequel,  rather  than  a  con- 
comitant ;  in  diphtheria  it  is  a  concomitant,  rather  than  a 
sequel. 

Diphtheria  may  be  intercurrent  in  various  maladies :  in 
typhoid  fever,  in  the  exanthemata,  in  pneumonia.  Nor  is  the 
exudation  always  restricted  to  the  throat.  It  may  show  itself 
in  a  wound  or  un  an  excoriated  skin,  on  the  nasal  mucous  mem- 
brane, the  conjunctiva,  the  nipple,  the  uvula,  or  around  the  anus  ; 
it  may  be  found  coating  the  stomach,  the  intestines,  and  the 
ramifications  of  the  bronchial  tubes. 


A  Manual  of  the  Practice  of  Medicine.  By  Thomas  Hawkes 
Tanner,  M.  D.,  F.  L.  S.,  Member  of  the^Royal  College  of 
Physicians,  Assistant  Physician  for  the  Diseases  of  Women 
and  Children  to  King's  College  Hospital.  &c.,  &c.  From  the 
last  London  edition,  enlarged  and  improved.  Philadel- 
phia:  Lindsay  &  Blakiston.  1864.  Pp.  TOO.  San  Francisco  : 
Bancroft  &  Co. 

As  a  condensed  view  of  diseases  and  their  treatment,  this 
book  has  no  equal.  The  author's  aim,  as  he  informs  us,  is  to 
obtain  brevity,  not  so  much  by  omission  as  by^^strict  avoidance 
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of  all  reiteration — by  using  the  smallest  number  of  words  pos- 
sible— and  by  selecting  those  points  only  which  can  aid  the 
practiti0ner  at  the  bedside.  The  work  embraces  a  wider  range 
of  topics  than  the  title  is  usually  considered  to  require,  trench- 
ing largely  on  the  province  of  surgery,  as  to  syphilis,  aneurism, 
diseases  of  the  eye,  ear,  and  skin.  All  the  many  modern  inno- 
vations and  improvements  in  pathology  and  treatment,  or  at 
least  all  of  importance,  are  brought  into  view.  The  first  chapter, 
on  the  Morbid  States  of  the  Blood,  embodies,  in  the  brief  space 
of  thirty  pages,  a  distinct  and  lucid  view  of  the  entire  subject, 
embracing  Hyperemia,  Anemia,  Leucocythemia,  Piarrhemia,  Glu- 
cohemia.  Uremia,  Pyemia,  or  as  the  author  prefers  calling  it, 
as  more  indicative  of  its  true  character,  Ichorrhemia,  and  Throm- 
bus. A  volume  so  small  cannot,  of  course,  enter  into  elaborate 
investigations,  but  must  deal  in  results  rather  than  in  processes. 
We  can,  however,  commend  it  confidently  to  practitioners  and 
students.  An  Appendix  of  Formulas,  covering  sixty  pages,  and 
including  dietetic  preparations,  though  not  properly  belonging 
to  a  work  on  the  Practice  of  Medicine,  is  not  without  its  use- 
fulness. 

The    Pathology    and   Treatment  of   Venereal   Diseases  : 

INCLUDING    THE     RESULTS    OF     ReCENT   INVESTIGATIONS    UPON 

THE  Subject.  By  Freeman  J.  Bumstead,  M.  D.,  Lecturer 
on  Venereal  Diseases  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons, New  York,  &c.,  &c.  A  new  revised  edition,  with 
illustrations.  Philadelphia:  Blanchard  &  Lea.  1864.  Pp. 
640.     San  Francisco  :  Roman  &  Co. 

The  first  edition  of  this  work,  published  three  years  ago,  was 
the  most  complete  volume  then  extant  on  the  subject  of  which 
it  treats.  Abroad  it  was  held  in  high  estimation,  and  a  trans* 
lation  of  it  was  published  in  Italy.  So  great  has  been  the 
change  in  our  knowledge  of  this  class  of  diseases,  as  to  require 
considerable  change  in  the  descriptive  part  of  the  book.  The 
author  informs  us  that  the  "  practical  portion  of  the  work  has 
also  undergone  important  alterations  on  various  topics,  among 
which  may  be  mentioned  the  treatment  of  Stricture  by  the  '  im- 
mediate plan'  of  Mr.  Holt :  the  abandonment  of  specific  medi- 
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cines  in  most  cases  of  the  initial  lesion  of  syphilis  ;  the  prefer^ 
ence  given  to  the  external  rather  than  to  the  internal  use  of 
mercury  in  secondary  and  tertiary  syphilis  ;  and  the  necessity 
of  trusting  to  nature,  aided  by  hygienic  influences,  and  not  to 
treatment  independently  prolonged  after  disappearance  of  all 
syphilitic  manifestations  to  eliminate  the  virus  from  the  system. 
Numerous  emendations  and  additions  of  a  minor  character  have 
been  made  ;  every  portion  of  the  work  has  been  carefully  re- 
vised ;  a  number  of  chapters  have  been  rewritten  ;  several  new 
illustrations  have  been  added  ;  and  no  effort  has  been  spared 
to  render  the  present  edition  a'complete  treatise — upon  the  sub" 
ject  of  Venereal,  thoroughly  on  a  level  with  the  most  advanced 
state  of  our  knowledge." — From  the  completeness  of  tliis  volume? 
and  the  thorough  consideration  which  the  author  has  evidently 
given  to  the  subject,  we  have  no  doubt  it  will  supersede  in 
America  every  other  treatise  on  Venereal. 


The  Principles  and  Practice  of  Obstetrics,  illustrated  with 
159  lithographic  figures  from  original  photographs,  and  nume- 
rous wood-cuts.  By  Hugh  L.  Hodge,  M.  D.  Emeritus  Pro- 
fessor of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children  in 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  &c.,  &c.  Quarto.  Pp.  550. 
Philadelphia:  Blanchard  &  Lea.  1864.  San  Francisco: 
Bancroft  &  Co. 

This  is  beyond  question  the  most  complete,  the  most  accu- 
rate, and  the  best  executed  work  on  the  subject  ever  issued 
from  the  American  press.  Every  line  and  every  word  bear  the 
mark  of  care  and  study.  After  forty  years  of  service  as  a  practi- 
tioner and  teacher,  thirty-one  of  which  were  spent  in  the  teach- 
ing of  obstetrics,  the  author  gives  us  this  book  as  the  result  of 
his  experience  and  reflections,  He  has  endeavored  to  present 
not  simply  his  own  opinions,  but  also  those  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished  authorities  in  the  profession,  so  that  the  volume  may 
be  considered  as  a  digest  of  the  theory  and  practice  of  obstet- 
rics at  the  present  period.  The  plan,  he  tells  us,  consists  in 
detailing  the  natural  history  of  woman,  as  far  as  the  important 
functions  of  gestation  and  parturition  are  involved,  and  deduc 
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ing,  from  the  facts  thus  elaborated,  those  principles  which 
should  govern  the  obstetrician.  He  has  not  been  satisfied 
with  giving  a  simple  description  of  the  mechanism  of  labor  or 
of  the  proper  application  of  the  vectis,  forceps,  and  other  obstet- 
ric instruments,  but  has  endeavored,  by  a  series  of  original  il. 
lustrations,  to  render  the  Avhole  subject  still  more  clear.  He 
has  called  into  requisition  the  art  of  photography,  and  has 
also  constructed  plaster  casts  of  the  pelvis,  by  means  of  which 
the  greatest  degree  of  accuracy  has  been  attained  in  the  illus- 
trations. 

Dr.  Hodge's  work  has  the  merit,  by  no  means  univer^-al  with 
medical  writers,  of  methodical  arrangement,  and  simplicity  of 
style.  Tlie  reader  has  never  any  difficulty  in  seizing  the  idea  in- 
tended to  be  conveyed.  A  full  and  well  digested  index,  without 
which  a  book  is  no  book  at  all,  adds  to  its  value.  We  can  per- 
ceive but  one  fault  that  could  be  found  by  the  most  cynical 
critic — the  cost  which  such  an  elaborate  production  must  in- 
volve. On  this  point  every  professional  man  will  judge  for 
himself. 


Essays  on  Infant  Therapeutics  :  to  which  are  added  Ob- 
servations ON  Ergot  ;  History  of  the  Origin  of  the  Use  op 
•  Mercury  in  Inflammatory  Complaints,  &c.,  &c.  By  John 
B.  Beck.  M.  D.  Professor  of  Materia  Medica,  &c.  Third 
Edition.  Pp.  167.  New  York  :  William  Wood  &  Co.  1864. 
San  Francisco  :  Bancroft  &  Co. 

This  is  a  posthumous  work,  edited  by  Dr.  Beck,  the  dis- 
tinguished author  of  the  treatise  on  Medical  Jurisprudence. 
It  contains  much  that  is  good,  and  not  a  few  heresies.  But  as 
it  comes  upon  our  table  whilst  our  printer  is  ringing  his  last 
bell,  we  must  defer  a  fuller  notice  till  the  next  issue  of  the 
Press. 
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Besults  of  Isolation  of  Fever. 

The  establishment  of  a  Fever  Hospital  by  the  Commission- 
ers of  Public  Charities  and  Correction,  to  which  we  have  be- 
fore alluded,  is  an  important  event  in  the  history  of  typhus  in 
New  York.  It  is  destined  to  determine  beyond  a  doubt  some 
interesting  questions  upon  which  medical  opinion  is  divided. 
It  has  now  been  in  operation  upwards  of  two  months,  and  some 
of  the  results  which  have  been  obtained  are  of  sufficient  inter- 
est to  be  put  on  record. 

This  is  the  first  ^ime  that  typhus  has  been  isolated  from  the 
other  liospitals  under  this  Government.  It  was  customary  to 
have  separate  wards  set  apart  in  Eellevue  Hospital,  which 
were  called  '•  fever  wards,''  but  there  was  no  \Qvy  rigid  quar- 
antine established.  The  result  was,  that  always  when  typhus 
prevailed,  it  extended  beyond  the  limits  of  its  special  wards, 
and  cases  occurred  among  tlie  patients  in  the  hou«e.  The 
greater  number  of  medical  officers  and  superintendents  of  hos- 
pitals have  acted  on  the  theory  that  typhus  was  not  very  con- 
tagious, and  the  efforts  to  isolate  it  have  not  been  very  stren- 
uous. This  is  not  surprising  when  we  find  such  authority  as 
Florence  Nightingale  advocating  the  plan  of  distributing 
typhus  through  general  w^ards.  But  whatever  theoretical 
speculations  may  have  been  entertained  heretofore,  no  candid 
observer  can  doubt  that,  during  the  present  epidemic,  in  Belle- 
vue  Hospital  the  question  of  the  propriety  of  the  complete  iso- 
lation of  fever  patients  from  general  patients  has  now  been 
definitely  settlec.  It  was  only  after  a  large  number  of  patients 
and  resident  physicians  had  been  attacked  by  the  disease,  and 
the  death  of  several  of  the  latter,  that  sufficient  interest  was 
awakened  to  lead  to  decisive  action.  If  any  further  evidence 
were  needed  of  the  intense  contagiousness  of  typhus  than  that 
furnished  by  the  past  history  of  fever  in  Bellevue,  we  have  it 
in  the  records  of  the  Fever  Hospital  during  its  short  existence. 
The  fever  cases  are  at  present  placed  in  tents  on  Blackwell's 
Island.     On  entering  the  hospital  the  patient  is  first  undressed, 
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bathed,  supplied  with  a  clean  hospital  shirt,  and  placed  in  ted, 
and  the  clothing  is  removed  and  washed.  The  tents  are  near 
the  water's  edge,  the  sides  are  raised,  and  the  sweep  of  fresh  air 
is  constant  and  generallv  very  strong  over  the  floor  and  beds. 
No  perceptible  odor  is  ever  noticed  in  or  around  the  tents,  nor 
does  there  seem  to  be  the  slightest  difference  between  the  in- 
ternal and  external  air.  And  yet  no  less  than  six  unprotected 
attendants,  who  even  did  not  sleep  in  the  tents,  have  con- 
tracted the  disease  within  this  short  period.  Such  an  argument 
in  favor  of  the  complete  isolation  of  typhus  is  unanswerable. 
It  would  apparently  be  quite  as  rational  to  distribute 
small-pox  through  the  genei^al  wards  of  a  hospital  where 
the  patients  were  unprotected,  as  to  distribute  typlius. 
Another  lesson  which  we  may  learn  from  the  above  fact  is  this 
— fever  attendants  should  always  be  protected  by  having  once 
had  the  disease.  It  is  wrong  to  allow  nurses  or  friends  who 
have  not  thus  been  rendered  exempt  from  the  disease  to  attend, 
or  even  visit  the  sick. 

The  second  fact  of  interest  developed  by  the  fever  tents  is  the 
immense  value  of  the  open-air  method  of  treatment.  The  ex- 
posure of  the  patients  to  the  fresh  air  is  as  great  as  it  would  be 
if  they  were  placed  under  a  shade  tree  in  an  open  field.  The 
following  facts  are  obtained  from  the  records  of  the  Fever 
Tents  for  the  month  of  July,  just  closed  : — The  number  of  cases 
treated  was  86,  of  which  5  died  and  81  recovered,  giving  a 
mortality  of  1  in  16.2,  or  6.1  per  cent.  Of  the  five  deaths,  one 
died  fifty  hours  after  admission,  one  had  chronic  cystitis  and  ab- 
scess of  the  kidney,  apparently  of  long  standing,  and  one  had 
pneumonia.  The  cases  were,  on  an  average,  of  a  severe  type,  the 
eruption  was  always  present  and  profuse,  convalescence  rarely  be- 
ginning before  the  sixteenth  day.  I'he  treatment  was  nourish- 
ing broths,  sponging,  etc.,  without  stimulants  or  any  form  of 
medication,  except  simple  remedies  to  meet  symptoms.  This 
remarkable  percentage  of  recoveries  seems  justly  attributable 
to  the  open-air  method  of  treatment.  For,  if  we  compare  the 
mortality  in  the  same  cLiss  of  cases  when  treated  only  a  month 
or  two  before  in  the  "fever  wards"  at  Bellevue,  we  find  that  1 
in  9,  or  11  per  cent,  died,  a  mortality  nearly  twofold  greater. 
A  wider  comparison  of  statistics  makes  the  results  of  open-air 
treatment  still  more  strikingly  favorable.  The  death  rate  in 
the  London  Fever  Hospital,  after  making  all  the  deductions,  is 
1  in  5|,  or  J7.9  per  cent.;  the  mortality  in  King's  College 
Hospital,  in  the  service  of  Dr.  Todd  for  a  term  of  1 8  years, 
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wfis  25  per  cent  ;  at  the  Edinburgh  Infirmary  it  has  been  from 
20  to  25  per  cent. ;  at  the  Glasgow  Infirmary  it  has  been  from 
16  to  18  per  cent.  The  general  average  of  all  these  institu- 
tions is  18  per  cent.  Dr.  Murchison,  after  a  statistical  ex- 
amination, concludes  that  the  mortality  from  typhus  may  be  as- 
sumed to  be  one  in  every  five  attacked. 

We  have  stated  that  no  special  formula  of  medication  was 
adopted,  the  whole  reliance  being  placed  upon  fresh  air,  spong- 
ing, and  nourishing  broths.  Four  fifths  of  the  cases  received 
no  other  treatment.  It  is  interesting  to  compare  the  results 
obtainod  with  some  special  methods  of  treatment.  Bloodletting 
gives  a  mortality  of  upw^ards  of  20  per  cent. ;  stimulants  about 
the  same;  quinine  25  per  cent  ;  acids,  as  employed  at  JBellevue 
among  the  same  class  of  patients,  10  per  cent.,  etc.,  etc.  The 
comparison  proves  the  truth  of  Rutty's  remark  : — "  The  poor, 
left  to  nature  and  God's  good  providence,  recover.^' 

The  lessons  already  taught  by  the  fever  hospital  may  be  thus 
stated  : — First,  the  necessity  of  quarantining  typhus ;  second, 
the  importance  of  removing  it  from  general  hospitals ;  third, 
the  necessity  of  excluding  all  attendants,  nurses,  and  physicians, 
who  have  not  been  protected;  fourth,  the  value  of  open-air 
treatuient.  We  may  well  congratulate  the  Commissioners  of 
Charities  upon  the  success  which  has  attended  their  efibrt  to 
establish  a  fever  hospital.  It  bids  lair  to  become  one  of  the 
most  important  of  our  public  institutions. — American  Medical 
Times. 


The  registration  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  in  Vermont  for 
the  year  IBGl,  has  just  appeared,  the  publication  being  del-ayed 
by  an  omission  of  the  usual  appropriation.  The  births  were 
6567,  the  deaths  4038,  the  marriages  2188,  and  the  divorces  66. 
More  than  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  were  from  consumption, 
and  nearly  twelve  per  cent,  from  diphtheria.  The  percentage  of 
deaths  was  1.31  of  the  entire  population.  A  little  more  than  the 
average.  By  a  comparison  of-  the  registrations  for  the  last  five 
3^ears  with  the  census  of  1860,  it  appears  that  Avhile  the  State  has 
increased  its  population  13,699,  by  the  ascertained  excess  of  births 
over  deaths  it  has  lost  by  emigration  13,210,  leaving  only  the 
small  number  of  489  as  the  net  gain  in  five  years.  This  loss  l\y 
emigratjon  is  not  apportioned  uniformly  among  the  population, 
with  respect  to  age  or  condition,  but  is  limited  almost  entirely  to 
those  in  youth  or  middle  life. — Bodon  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 


Circular  to  Pliysiciaiis  and  Others. 


LouisviT.LE,  Ky.,  Jan.  1st,  1862. 
The  undersigned  respectfully  calls  the  attention  of  the  Medical  Faculty  of 
the  United  States  to  the  following:  correspondence  between  a  number  of  the 
most  respectable  and  influential  physicians  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn,  and 
the  ^vriter.  WM.  T.  CUTTER,  Jr. 

New  York,  May  1st,  1861. 

Mr.  Wm.  T.  Gutter,  Jr.,  Louisville,  Ky. —  T>ear  Sir:  The  q^reat  difii- 
culty  experienced  in  procurinj?  brandy  sufficiently  pure  for  medicinal  pur- 
po«!es.  has  induced  many  of  the  physicians  of  this  vicinity  to  adopt  Bourbon 
Whi«ky  as  a  substitute,  both  in  the  Hospitals  and  private  practice  ;  and,  since 
thp  latter  has  come  into  such  j2:eneral  use,  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  a 
great  deal  now  sold  is  of  very  inferior  quality. 

Presuming:  that  your  residence  in  the  vicinitv  of  the  manufacturers  of  "Whis- 
ky ill  Kentucky,  as  well  as  your  skill  as  a  Hhemist,  will  enable  you  to  select 
a  reliable  article,  and  havins:  full  confidence  in  your  integrity,  we  are  led  to 
enquire  whether  vou  will  not  aid  us  in  havina:  this  market  supplied,  throuo^h 
an  asrency,  with  the  bp=!t  quality  of  Pure  Old  Bourbon  "Whisky  for  the  use  of 
the  sick.  W?  are  very  respectfully,  sir,  yours  truly, 

VAT,T^,NTTNT^  MHTT.  FPANTITS  H    HAMILTON. 

WTLLA^T^  PAPKT^R.  M.  D..  DEWTTT  n.  ENOS.  M.  T).. 

JO.  0.  HUTCHINSON.  M.  D.,       R.  OGDEN   D0REMU?5.  M.  D.. 

Professor  of  Oheniistrv. 
AUSTTTSJ  FTTNT.  M.  T).,  E.  N.  OH  ARM  A  N.  M.  D..  Brooklyn, 

C.  L.  MIT<^HELT..  M.  H..  .TAMER  R.  WOOD,  M.  "0., 

W.  0.  P.  BAYLIS,  Pharmaceutist,  Brooklyn.  N.  Y. 

Louisville,  Kv.,  .July  31st,  1861. 
Doctors  Valentine  Mqtt,  "Willard  Parker  and  Others. — Genthmen  : 
Your  letter  of  May  1st  has  been  received.  In  accordance  with  your  wishes, 
I  have  made  arransrements  to  simply  your  nity  and  vicinity  with  a  pure  article 
of  copper  distilled  Bourbon  Whisky,  which  I  trust  will  fully  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  your  letter.  All  orders  addressed  to  Mr.  John  M.  Carter,  (late 
Druggist  and  Apothecary  of  this  city)  now  of  New  York,  186  Washington 
street,  will  be  promptly  attended- to.  Thanking  you  for  your  kind  expressions 
of  confidence,  &c.,  I  remain,  very  respectfully,  yours  truly, 

Wm!  T.  cutter,  Jh. 


W.  T.  Cutter  offers  the  above  named  article  For  Sale  by  the  case,  put  up  in 
bottles,  at  No.  Ill  ralifornia  Street,  where  he  will  be  pleased  to  receive  Drug- 
gists and  other  parties  interested. 
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From  Professor  Cole. 

Dublin,  Sept.  11,  1864. 
I  have  now  been  in  Dublin  about  two  weeks,  engaged  most  of 
the  time  in  visiting  the  various  hospitals,  universities  and  medi- 
cal schools.  This  may  truly  be  styled  "  the  City  of  Hospitals/' 
for  certainly,  for  a  city  of  its  size,  it  contains  more  charitable 
institutions  than  any  place  I  have  visited.  The  profession  is 
also  numerously  and  ably  represented,  and  I  must  confess  is 
characterized,  to  a  degree  unprecedented  in  my  observation,  for 
harmony  and  unison  of  feeling  and  action.  There  is  none  of 
that  petty  jealousy  and  envy  which  is  to  be  so  much  regretted 
as  stamping  the  profession  generally  in  America.  This  is  due, 
in  a  measure,  to  the  societies  innumerable  existing  here,  not 
only  for  the  purpose  of  advancing  the  great  cause  of  learning, 
but  also  for  social  purposes.  Every  night  or  two  a  few  will 
come  together  at  the  residence  of  one  of  their  members,  or  per- 
haps at  one  of  the  many  lecture-rooms,  and  after  the  informal 
discussion  of  such  topics  as  may  be  presented  or  introduced,  re. 
fresh  themselves  with  a  cup  of  warm  tea  and  a  sandwich — sepa. 
rating  improved  in  mind  and  body,  to  meet  again  at  a  stated 
time,  not  so  far  distant  as  to  allow  the  enthusiasm  thus  engen. 
dered  to  die  away.  Such  a  meeting  I  had  the  pleasure  of  at- 
tending last  evening,  through  the  politeness  of  my  friend,  Dr. 
Frazer,  who,  by  the  way,  has  just  issued  an  excellent  little 
book  upon  the  "  Treatment  of  Diseases  of  the  Skin,''  a  small 
but  niost  excellent  work,  and  now  has  in  the  hands  of  the  prin- 
ter another  and  larger  book  on  Materia  Medica. 
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HOSPITALS. 

This  city  lias  some  twenty-two  hospitals,  with  an  aggregate 
capacity  of  about  3,000  beds  :  in  the  large  majority  of  them 
clinical  instruction  is  given,  each  being  provided  with  an  excel- 
lently arranged  lecture-room  and  museum.  The  physicians  and 
surgeons,  for  the  most  part,  receive  no  salaries,  but  are  compen- 
sated through  the  fees  received  from  the  students.  These  ar- 
rangements are  as  they  should  be,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  those  in  authority  throughout 
the  United  States  shall  extend  to  the  student  of  medicine  like 
facilities. 

I  had  intended  furnishing  a  detailed  description  of  each  of 
these  hospitals,  but  as  they  are  so  numerous  and  so  similar,  a 
few  words  descriptive  of  two  or  three  will  give  a  mirror  of  the 
whole. 

The  Hardwick  Hospital  is  an  institution  of  many  years 
standing,  and  none  are  received  into  its  wards  but  fever  cases, 
and  these  mostly  of  a  contagious  character.  The  wards  are  ex-* 
cellently  arranged,  small  in  size,  well  ventilated,  and  accommo- 
date not  more  than  10  or  12  patients,  thus  avoiding  the  evil,  so 
common  in  fever  hospitals,  of  vitiated  atmosphere,  and  conse- 
quent compromise  of  the  lives  of  its  inmates. 

Another  capital  arrangement  is,  that  each  ward  has  its  special 
nurse,  whose  room  is  oif  the  end  of  the  ward  and  in  direct  com- 
munication with  it.  This  institution,  at  present,  contains  a 
number  of  typhoid  and  typhus  cases  ;  and  here  allow  me  to  re- 
mark, that  the  distinctive  characters  of  these  maladies  are  much 
more  apparent  and  prominent  here  than  is  observed  either  in 
the  Eastern  cities  or  California  ;  the  petechiae,  sudamina,  &c., 
are  to  be  met  with  in  nearly  every  case,  which,  as  is  well 
known,  does  not  occur  so  generally  in  California. 

Whitworth  Hospital.— This  charity  is  general,  unlike  the 
special  hospital  first  described  ;  here  may  be  found  cases  of  all 
forms  of  chronic  fever,  disease  of  the  various  viscera,  &q.,  &c. 

The  arrangement  of  its  wards  is  similar  to  the  Hardwick,  and 
its  medical  corps  is  the  same.  Indeed  this,  together  with  the 
Fever  and  Richmond  or  Surgical  Hoscitals  are  under  one  gov- 
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ernment  and  within  the  same  general  inelosure,  being,  however, 
distinct  buildings  and  sufficiently  far  separated  from  each  other 
to  avoid  the  dangers  of  a  close  proximity. 

Before  leaving  the  Whitworth,  (although  out  of  place,)  I 
would  wish  to  briefly  allude  to  a  surgical  case  which  was  present- 
ed to  my  notice  by  my  very  kind  friend,  Prof.  McDowel.  The 
patient,  a  lad  of  about  12  years  of  age,  had  received,,  twelve 
months  before,  a  blow  from  a  cricket-ball  upon  the  brow,  just 
above  the  left  eye,  but  without  injuring,  in  the  slightest  degree, 
the  eye.  Inflammation  and  swelling  soon  ensued,  which,  in  time, 
extended  themselves,  through  sympathy  of  contiguity,  to  the 
ball  of  the  eye.  In  spite  of  the  most  active  measures,  disorgani- 
zation of  the  organ  followed,  and  it  was  supposed,  very  natu- 
rally, that  the  trouble  would  here  end  ;  but  not  so.  Through 
sympathy,  in  a  short  time,  inflammation  was  set  up  in  the  sound 
eye,  and  vision,  for  a  time,  was  entirely  lost ;  and  the  patient  put 
upon  most  rigid  diet  and  discipline,  but  all  to  no  effect  for  a  time, 
and  to  use  the  language  of  the  surgeon,  Dr.  McDowel,  it  was 
one  of  the  most  harrassing  gases  he  had  ever  met.  In  a  little 
while,  however,  a  decided  improvement  was  apparent  in  the 
condition  of  the  organ,  and  there  was  a  hope  of  recovering  the 
sight,  but  in  a  few  days  more  it  lapsed  back  again  into  its  orig- 
inal condition  ;  remaining  so  a  few  days,  it  appeared  again  to 
improve  and  then  grow  worse,  and  thus  it  continued  for  several 
months  to  improve  and  then  grow  worse,  until  the  doctor  as 
well  as  the  friends  of  the  patient  became  disgusted,— when 
suddenly  it  occurred  to  the  surgeon  that  these  relapses  must  be 
due  to  reflex  action,  and  that,  if  such  was  the  case,  the  sooner 
the  old  stump  of  the  left  eye  was  removed  the  better.  Accord- 
ingly the  day  was  fixed,  and  in  presence  of  the  class  the  eye  re- 
moved. In  twenty  hours  there  was  a  marked  change'  for  the 
better,  which  continued,  so  that,  in  two  or  three  weeks,  the  pa- 
tient was  discharged  cured,  vision  having  been  perfectly  re- 
stored in  the  remaining  eye. 

This  case  I  have  reported  (although  imperfectly)  with  the 
consent  of  Prof.  McDowel,  and  for  the  reason  that  I  conceiv© 
there  is  an  invaluable  lesson  to  be  learned  from  it. 
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The  Richmond  Hospital  is  an  admirably  conducted  institu- 
tion, having,  however,  in  common  with  the  Hardwick  and  Whit- 
worth,  its  faults,  due  to  its  age,  which,  in  the  contemplated  im- 
provements about  to  be  commenced,  will  be  obviated.  None  but 
surgical  cases  are  here  admitted,  and  the  staff  of  attendants  is 
composed  of  some  of  the  brightest  lights  of  the  profession.  Mr. 
Adams,  whose  name  is  well  known  in  connection  with  the  dis- 
eases of  the  joints  and  chronic  arthritis,  and  Mr.  Hutton,  are  its 
senior  surgeons,  who,  together  with  Mr.  Hamilton,  Dr.  Fleming 
and  Prof.  Smith,  have  the  care  of  the  inmates.  The  latter 
named  gentleman  commenced  his  studies  in  this  Hospital  and 
School.  Manifesting  early  a  taste  for  Pathology  and  for  making 
and  preserving  models  and  morbid  specimens,  he  was  soon  made 
Curator  of  the  Museum.  Some  years  since  he  was  chosen  Pro- 
fessor of  Surgery  in  Trinity  College  and  Surgeon  of  this  insti- 
tution, when  it  was  of  course  expected,  having  such  honors  and 
position,  that  he  would  resign  his  Curatorship  ;  but  no— he  yet 
retains  it,  devoting  7  hours  of  each  24  to  its  interests.  The 
consequence  has  been  that  a  Museum,  second  to  none  in  Ireland 
and  equalled  by  but  few  in  the  world,  has  been  formed,  and  con- 
tinues to  be  augmented,  through  the  indefatigable  exertions  of 
this  somewhat  odd  man  but  devotee  of  the  profession. 

Through  his  politeness  I  have  been  enabled  to  examine  many 
very  curious  specimens  of  morbid  anatomy.  One  in  particular 
my  mind  recurs  to — a  case  in  which  every  nerve  of  the  body 
was  the  seat  of  morbid  growths  or  tumors,  some  of  them  enor- 
mous in  size  ;  and  yet,  strange  to  say,  this  man  died  of  some  af- 
fection totally  disconnected  with  this  condition,  and  without 
ever  having  suffered  the  least  pain.  This  case  has  furnished  the 
subject  of  a  large  and  well  elaborated  work,  from  the  pen  of  Prof. 
Smith,  which,  together  with  many  other  invaluable  contribu- 
tions to  the  science  of  Pathology,  from  the  same  source,  may 
have  been  met  with  by  some  of  our  cosmopolitan  profession  in 
California. 

The  Mater-Misericordle— is  much  the  largest  and  most 
elegant  Hospital  in  Dublin.     It  has  had  the  advantage  of  expe. 
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rience  in  its  construction.  The  building  is  two  stories  in  lieiglit, 
with  an  English  basement,  making  a  third  story.  The  general 
plan  of  construction,  or  division  of  space,  is  into  four  large 
wards,  each  commencing  in  the  centre,  and  extending  to  either 
extremity  of  the  front.  The  wards  are  75  or  80  feet  in  length 
on  either  floor,  and  provided  with  a  small  closet  at  the  extreme 
end,  inclosing  a  bath-tub,  furnished  with  hot  and  cold  water. 
The  building,  which  is  about  30  or  35  feet  in  depth,  has  a  cor- 
ridor, running  its  entire  length  from  the  posterior  side,  from 
which  the  wards  are  separated  by  a  plastered  partition,  but  are 
in  direct  communication  with  it  through  large  transom  win- 
dows, which  are  used  as  ventilators,  thus  protecting  the  patient 
from  drafts  of  air,  so  objectionable  in  certain  cases,  and  yet  so 
common  in  some  of  our  hospitals. 

The  objectionable  features  about  the  arrangements  of  this  in- 
stitution are,  first,  the  bathing  apparatus  in  the  wards,  which, 
whilst  it  is  very  convenient  in  certain  cases,  can  never  be  so 
conducted  or  carried  out  as  to  avoid  dampness  from  slopping, 
and  if  warm  water  be  introduced,  in  time  will  encourage  that 
pest  of  all  houses  where  hot  water  is  kept — cockroaches.    An- 
other defect  is,  the  size  of  the  wards,  which,  however,  in  this 
instance,  is  measurably  compensated  for  in  the  fact  that  but  a 
single  row  of  beds  are  to  occupy  them.     Yet  I  have  always 
been  of  the  opinion  that  smaller  wards  were  more  desirable. 
Perhaps  these  criticisms  are  premature,  as  the  building  is  yet 
unfinished,  but  about  one-third  of  the  entire  edifice  being  as  yet 
completed.    In  all  other  details  this  is  the  finest  institution  I 
have  ever  seen.     It  is  under  the  management  of  the  Sisters  o£ 
Mercy,  and  has  a  medical  and  surgical  corps  of  six  physicians 
and  surgeons.     It  is  one  of  the  greatest  ornaments  of  the  city, 
and  in  pvery  way  alike  creditable  to  the  most  excellent  ladies 
and  able  medical  gentlemen  to  whose  care  it  is  confided. 

The  other  Catholic  Hospitals,  viz. :  the  St.  Yincent,  on  Ste- 
phen's Green,  and  the  Jervis-street  Hospital,  are,  like  the  Ma- 
ter-Misericordise,  capitally  conducted,  but,  being  much  older, 
have  not  the  many  modern  improvements  which  characterize, 
the  latter.     Through  the  politeness  of  Drs.  McSwiney  and  Ma- 
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pother  I  was  enabled  to  visit  these  institutions,  and  at  eacli  was 
most  cordially  received  by  the  Sister  Superioress. 

The  last  institution  to  which  I  shall  allude  in  this  letter, 
though  by  no  means  the  least,  either  in  point  of  dimensions  Op 
its  sphere  of  usefulness,  is  the 

EoTUNDA  Lyixg-in  HOSPITAL. — If  there  is  in  existence  a 
model  charity  it  is  this  Hospital,  where  the  indigent  female 
may,  during  the  severest  trial  and  suffering  of  her  life,  find  an 
asylum.  Dr.  John  Denham,  the  present  Master,  is  a  gentleman 
eminently  qualified,  in  point  of  disposition  and  attainments,  to 
fill  the  responsible  position  ;  whilst  the  hosts  of  medical  stu- 
dents who  flock  to  Dublin  for  instruction  have  in  this  institution 
a  school  not  to  be  equalled  by  any  other  in  the  world. 

Here  the  pupil  has  an  opportunity  of  observing  the  various 
obstetrical  operations  as  well  as  the  medical  and  surgical  treat- 
ment of  the  diseases  peculiar  to  females  ;  and  the  immense 
capacity  of  the  house,  being  about  200  beds,  enables  the  Master 
to  furnish  a  clinic  unsurpassed  if  equalled  anywhere. 

Through  the  invitation  of  my  friend,  Dr.  Denham,  I  had  an 
opportunity  of  witnessing  an  operation  by  him,  on  Wednesday 
last,  for  the  relief  of  ruptured  perineum  and  procidentia.  This 
consisted  in  removing  the  integument,  for  the  space  of  an  inch 
or  more,  upon  either  side  of  the  lower  third  of  the  pudendum, 
so  as  to  furnish  a  fresh  surface,  in  the  form  of  the  letter  U,  the 
face  of  which,  as  I  have  said,  was  about  an  inch  wide  ;  then,  by 
means  of  a  long  curved  needle,  charged  with  a  ligature  of  silk, 
(of  the  description  used  for  fishing,  for  the  reason  that  the  close 
twist  prevents  slipping  while  tightening,)  and  the  cylinder, 
applied  to  either  side  of  the  wound,  the  inner  edges  of  the 
wound  were  brought  together.  Four  of  these  ligatures  were 
necessary  to  effect  the  purpose. 

The  outer  edge,  or  tegumentary  edges,  were  brought  together 
with  the  silver  ligatures  of  Sims.  To-day  the  patient  is  doing 
well,  and  the  case  promises  a  success.  In  this  connection,  I 
would  mention  that  I  have  been  the  recipient  of  much  kindness 
from  the  celebrated  Churchill,  and  that  in  a  conversation  with 
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him  he'  declared  himself  in  favor  of  Hodge's  Pessary  over  all  • 
others.     He  has  also  modified  this  instrument  for  cases  of  pro- 
lapsion  of  the  walls  of  the  vagina,  by  adding  two  bars,  which 
run  from  one  side  to  the  other,  so  as  not  to  greatly  increase 
the  weight,  and  yet  to  effectually  support  the  protruding  wall. 

I  find  also  here  that,  instead  of  the  compressed  sponge  sug- 
gested by  me  some  years  ago,  in  the  treatment  of  Stricture 
of  the  Cervix  Uteri,  they  are  using  a  new  and  very  simple 
article,  called  "  Tangle,"  or  Laminaria,  a  sea-weed,  dried  ;  the 
stem  or  stalk  of  which  may  be  scraped  and  sharpened  to  suit  the 
case,  and  used  as  the  sponge.  The  nature  of  this  vegetable 
substance  is,  to  absorb  moisture  very  quickly  and  expand  enor- 
mously ;  and,  strange  to  say,  it  will  re-contract,  upon  drying,  to 
its  original  size.  Thus  one  piece  may  be  used  a  number  of  times. 
I  have  been  experimenting  with  it,  and  am  highly  pleased  with 
the  results. 

My  next  letter  will  be  written  from  London  or  Paris,  where  I 
expect  to  make  some  stay.  I  shall  return  with  all  the  improve- 
ments in  the  mechanical  department  of  our  Science,  and  shall 
keep  you  and  our  readers  posted  as  to  everything  of  interest. 


Frankfort-on-the-Main,  Germany,  Oct.  2,  1864. 

When  I  last  wrote  I  told  you  that  my  next  letter  would  be 
from  London  or  Paris.  In  this  you  will  observe  that  I  have 
changed  my  mind. 

Since  mjj  last,  and  whilst  yet  in  Dublin,  I  visited  the  several 
Medical  Schools  and  Colleges  of  that  city,  of  which  there  are 
six  or  seven,  including  five  examining  bodies,  who  have  the 
power  of  granting  licenses.  These  latter  are,  Trinity  College, 
or  the  University  of  Dublin ;  Queen's  College  ;  College  of 
Physicians;  College  of  Surgeons,  and  Apothecaries'  Hall. 
Each  of  these,  as  I  have  said,  has  the  power  of  granting  li- 
censes, but  all  are  not  authorized  to  grant  degrees,  nor  is  in- 
struction given  in  all. 

Trinity  College,  the  oldest,  and  Queen's  College  only,  grant  de- 
grees, whilst  lectures  are  delivered  in  Apothecaries'  Hall,  in 
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the  Carmichael  School  of  Medicine,  as  well  as  in  the  two  Col- 
leges of  Trinity  and  Queen's,  together  with  the  several  Hospi- 
tals referred  to  in  my  last. 

Thus  you  will  see  that  a  student  may  attend  either  of  these 
institutions  for  instruction,  and  pass  his  examination  for  either 
•the  degree  of  M.  B.,  or  Bachelor  of  Medicine,  or  merely  for  a 
license.  For  instance,  Mr.  A.  B.  receives  instruction  at  the 
very  excellent  "  Carmichael  School  of  Medicine,"  (which  has  no 
power  to  grant  either  a  degree  or  a  license),  and  yet  he  can  ap- 
ply for  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Medicine  of  either  Trinity 
College  or  Queen's  College.  But  suppose  he  merely  wishes  a 
license  to  practice,  he  may  then  apply  either  to  the  College  of 
Physicians  or  the  College  of  Surgeons,  as  he  may  prefer, 
although  he  may  have  received  lectures  in  either  Trinity  or 
Queen's  College. 

Of  course,  however,  it  will  be  understood  that  a  mere  license  in 
this  country  holds  the  same  relation  to  a  degree  as  it  does  in 
America,  the  standard  of  requirements  of  the  several  licens- 
ing bodies  not  being  so  high  as  in  the  Colleges. 

All  of  the  institutions  in  which  lectures  arc  given  are  pro- 
vided with  large  and  well-stored  Museums,  affording  ample 
material  for  the  illustration  of  the  several  chairs  or  departments. 

The  lecture  rooms,  without  an  exception,  are  illy  ar- 
ranged. The  aim  evidently  has  been  to  accommodate  the 
largest  number  in  the  smallest  possible  space.  The  consequence 
is,  that  the  rows  of  seats  are  so  much  elevated^  one  above 
another  as  to  make  it  absolutely  painful  to  the  lecturer,  who  is 
obliged  to  stand  with  his  head  thrown  back  in  such  a  manner 
as  almost  to  insure  dislocation  of  the  atlas.  This  criticism  of 
the  construction  of  the  lecture  rooms  applies  not  only  to  Dublin 
but  equally  to  all  European  Institutions,  so  far  as  I  have  ob- 
served. 

London. 

In  London  I  met  with  Prof.  E.  W.  Murphy  and  Mr.  Erich- 
sen,  of  the  University  College  and  Hospital.  Each  of  these 
gentlemen  has  been  very  polite  in  showing  me  the  Hospital, 
Col  ege,  Museum,  &c. 
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University  College  is  a  fine  structure,  with  an  unusually  large 
and  well  appointed  Chemical  Laboratory  and  Museum,  but  the 
Hospital  is  small,  though  cleanly  and  moderately  well  arranged. 
I  observed  one  feature  here  which  is  worthy  of  note,  viz.,  that 
in  each  ward,  at  the  extreme  end,  from  the  door  of  entrance, 
there  are  shelves,  containing  such  articles  of  the  Materia 
Medica  as  are  liable  to  be  needed  in  haste,  or  at  night,  thus  in- 
suring the  prompt  administration  of  remedies  in  emergency,  and 
saving  to  the  House  Surgeon  or  Physician  the  time,  necessity, 
and  labor  of  running  up  and  down  stairs  two,  three  or  four 
times  before  the  proper  medicines  can  be  obtained. 

The  wards  are  rather  too  large  in  this  institution,  but  as  the 
number  of  interne  patients  is  but  small,  they  are  not  crowded, 
and  hence  the  general  objection  pertaining  to  large  wards  is 
removed. 

The  externe  patients  of  this  and  indeed  of  most  of  the  Hos- 
pitals of  Europe,  exceed  in  number  the  internes,  and  furnish 
medical  students  excellent  opportunities  for  observation.  Such 
patients  as  are  not  able  to  attend  at  the  institution  can,  upon 
application,  be  attended  at  their  residences,  by  one  of  the  ad- 
vanced  students,  appointed  by.  the  Professor,  under  whose  im- 
mediate care  they  would  otherwise  fall. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that,  throughout  Europe,  many  very 
respectable  indigeut  people,  and  especially  women,  avail  them 
selves  of  the  gratuitous  services  of  distinguished  medical  men, 
by  attending  the  various  hospitals  as  externe  patients ;  and 
of  the  women  it  must  be  said,  that  they  are  much  less  prudish, 
and  assume  less  mock-modesty  than  the  American  women. 
Whilst  they  possess  all  of  that  delicate  refinement  and  modesty 
which  is  the  distinctive  characteristic  of  the  sex,  when  they  are 
really  sick  they  are  not  alone  anxious  to  be  cured,  but  are  also 
disposed  to  contribute,  as  far  as  possible  and  proper,  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  science,  by  submitting  to  properly  conducted 
uterine  examinations,  in  the  presence  of  as  many  medical  stu- 
dents as  the  Professor  may  desire. 

At  the  Rotunda  Lying-in  Hospital  of  Dublin,  as  also  in  Lon- 
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don  and  Edinburgh,  I  have  witnessed  a  large  number  of  such 
examinations,  the  patients  in  no  case  interposing  an  objection. 

Through  the  politeness  and  assistance  of  Dr.  E.  W.  Murphj, 
Professor  of  Obstetrics  in  University  College,  (and  who,  by  the 
way,  has  just  issued  a  second  edition  of  his  excellent  work  on 
Obstetrics),  1  have  been  enabled  to  have  a  number  of  very  valu- 
able preparations  in  wax,  illustrative  of  various  diseases  of  the 
Cervix  Uteri,  &g.,  copied.  They  have  all  been  taken  from 
nature,  and  are  very  fine. 

On  my  return  to  London,  through  the  invitation  of  the  cele. 
brated  Tyler  Smith  and  Spencer  Wells,  I  shall  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  witnessing  these  gentlemen  perform  the  operation  of 
Ovariotomy,  and  also  shall  visit  the  several  other  hospitals,  St. 
George's,  St.  Thomas',  &c.,  &c. 

Edinburgh. 

The  time-honored  University  of  Edinboro'  is,  like  Trinity  Col- 
lege of  Dublin,  an  imposing  building.  Embodying  the  sev^eral 
departments  of  a  University  Organization,  it  is  amply  provided 
with  every  requisite  for  illustration. 

The  Obstetrical  Chair  (Prof.  Simpson)  has  a  special  Museum, 
replete  with  every  apparatus,  model  and  instrument,  necessary 
to  the  proper  demonstration  of  the  dynamics  of  labor  and  the 
yarious  Pathological  conditions  of  the  Uterus,  Ovaries,  &c. 
Such  of  these  as  were  of  interest  and  novel  I  have  also  had 
copied,  with  the  sanction  of  the  very  estimable  gentleman  who 
•so  ably  represents  the  department. 

I  feel  that  I  cannot  pass  over  this  portion  of  my  subject  with- 
out bestowing  a  minute  of  time  and  a  few  remarks  upon  Prof. 
Simpson,  a  man  whose  name  is  known  wherever  the  Science  of 
Obstetricy  is  known;  kind  and  genial  in  disposition,  open, 
frank,  hospitable  in  manner,  he  is  the  very  type  of  what  an 
obstetrician  and  physician  for  females  should  be. 

When  I  visited  him  first,  and  my  letter  from  Prof.  Bedford 
(of  New  York),  and  my  card  were  sent  in,  he  came  forward  and 
received  me  with  both  hands  extended,  and  insisted  upon  my 
sitting  down,  although  he  was  far  from  being  well.     The  first 
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thing  he  said  was :  "  Well,  doctor,  what  has  brought  jou  so 
far  T''  I  replied,  that  I  had  come  to  learn,  to  be  instructed.  "  Ah  ! 
I  presume  that  was  not  necessary,''  answered  he ;  "but,  at  all 
events,  we  shall  have  some  pleasant  intercourse,  no  doubt,  to- 
gether, and  let  us  begin  to-day.  Come  and  see  me  at  two 
o'clock,  and  you  shall  see  all  my  uterine  cases.  You  must  also 
remain  with  me,"  &c.,  &c.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  we  ha^ 
much  pleasant  (as  far  as  I  was  concerned  certainly)  intercourse 
during  my  stay  in  Edinboro'.  For  five  hours  of  each  day  he  re- 
ceives lady  patients  at  his  house — the  second  floor  of  which  is 
so  arranged  into  small  apartments,  (each  provided  with  a  bed 
or  couch),  as  to  enable  the  doctor  to  pass  rapidly  from  one 
patient  to  another,  not  being  obliged  to  w^ait  in  each  case  for 
the  patient  to  recover  from  the  shock  of  an  examination  or  ap- 
plication. In  this  way  he  is  enabled  to  see  a  vast  number 
daily. 

He  administers,  unhesitatingly,  in  every  case  desiring  it,  chlo" 
roform,  and  in  lieu  of  the  sponge-tent  recommended  by  him 
some  years  since,  in  the  treatment  of  stricture,  by  means  of  an 
instrument  which  he  has  invented  and  called  a  hysterotome,  he^ 
divides  or  slits  the  cervix,  from  within  outward,  to  the  depth 
of  3  or  4  lines  on  either  side,  thus  enlarging  the  canal  sufficient- 
ly to  admit  the  small  finger  to  the  fundus.  Daily,  for  a  week  o? 
ten  days  after  this  operation,  he  introduces  the  finger  and  breaks 
up  the  adhesions  of  the  cut  surfaces,  thus  preventing  union  of 
these  and  insuring  the  success  of  the  operation.  As  an  auxil- 
iary to  the  operation,  he  also  uses,  sometimes,  the  "  Tangle,  or 
Laminaria  Digitata,"  referred  to  in  my  last  letter,  which,  by  the 
way,  was  discovered  and  applied  to  this  use  first  by  a  Doctor 
Sloane,  of  Ayr,  Scotland. 

Mexorhhagia. — In  the  treatment  of  this  fearful  malady, 
where  there  is  neither  displacement  nor  appreciable  pathologi- 
cal condition  to  account  for  the  discharge,  he  introduces,  by 
means  of  a  canula  (provided  with  a  stilette)  into  the  cavity  of 
the  uterus,  a  piece  of  the  solid  Nitrate  of  Silver  ;  say  a  stick, 
half  or  three  quarters  of  an  inch  long,  allowing  it  to  remain  in- 
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definitely.  By  these  means  he  reasons  that  the  surface  of  the 
uterus  is  vesicated,  and  the  morbid  habit  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane broken  up. 

Strange  to  say,  patients  thus  treated  get  up  immediately 
from  the  couch  and  walk  away,  returning  next  day,  without 
having  suffered  in  the  least. 

*  Ulceration  of  the  Cervix. — This  condition,  which  I  am 
rather  sceptical  as  to  the  existence  of,  is  treated  by  him  with 
the  solid  Sulphate  of  Zinc.  This  agent,  by  means  of  glutinous 
material,  is  formed  into  sticks,  like  the  commercial  Nitrate  of 
Silver,  and  a  stick  is  introduced  into  the  cervix,  in  like  manner 
^to  the  last  named. 

Amenorrhcea. — In  cases  dependent  upon  a  mere  inaction  of 
the  uterus,  and  in  which  there  is  no  constitutional  or  other  local 
condition  to  account  for  the  non-appearance  of  the  menses. 
Prof.  Simpson  relies  principally  upon  galvanic  intra-uterine 
pessaries ;  these  are  constructed  of  copper  and  zinc,  and  consist 
of  a  ball,  with  a  stem,  made  of  the  two  metals ;  the  stem,  as  in 
all  intra-uterine  pessaries,  being  introduced  into  the  cervical 
canal,  &c. 

CoccYDiNiA. — In  neuralgia  of  the  coccyx,  so  common  to  the 
practitioner,  and  so  perplexing,  his  treatment  consists  in  isolat- 
ing the  OS  coccyx,  by  introducing  a  tenotomy  knife  beneath  the 
surface,  and  severing  all  the  muscular  attachments  to  the  bone. 

Hysteralgia. — This  painful  condition  of  the  uterus  is 
treated  with  carbonic  acid  gas,  which  is  carried  to  the  uterus 
by  means  of  an  elastic  tube,  fitted,  at  one  extremity,  to  a  bottle 
(containing  an  ordinary  soda  powder  and  water),  the  other  end 
provided  with  an  ivory  tube,  which  is  introduced  into  the  vagina. 
The  carbonic  acid  gas  being  a  powerful  sedative,  it  is  supposed 
that  the  uterus  is  brought  under  its  influence,  and  is  thus  re- 
lieved. 

It  may  be  well  also  to  note  that  Dr.  S.  treats  certain  forms  of 
bronchitis  with  the  same  agent,  causing  it  to  be  inhaled  through 
a  similar  apparatus.  It  may  appear  strange  that  an  eflPort 
should  be  made  to  inhale  a  gas  that,  for  all  time,  has  been  con- 
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sidered  irrespirable ;  nevertheless,  in  the  manner  described,  i 
may  be  respired,  and  with  impunity.  I  have  myself  tried  it,  as 
well  as  witnessed  a  number  of  patients  do  the  same. 

Displacements  of  the  Uterus. — I  discovered  that  Professor 
Simpson  does  not  use  the  intra-uterine  pessary  at  present  as 
much  as  formerly,  and  that  the  principal  support  he  furnishes 
the  uterus,  in  retro-version  and  ante-version,  is  through  a 
gutta  percha  pessary,  made  by  himself,  extemporaneously  for 
each  case.  It  is  a  slight  modification  of  Hodge's  instrument, 
and  in  retro-version  is  used  or  applied  as  Hodge's ;  whilst  in 
ante-version  the  upper  extremity  is  placed  in  front  of  the  cer- 
vix. 

Prolapsus. — In  prolapsus,  with  irritable  state  of  vagina  and 
acrid  discharges,  he  resorts  to  some  of  the  following  medicated 
pessaries:  Belladonna,  borax,  bismuth,  sulphate  of  zinc,  alum, 
and  many  other  articles,  made  into  proper  size  and  shape  with 
the  butter  of  cocoa  or  suet. 

It  will  be  observed  that,  in  most  of  the  diseases  of  women  al- 
luded to.  Prof.  Simpson  has  stepped  aside  from  the  old,  beaten 
track,  and  has  given  evidence,  to  my  mind  at  least,  that  he  is  an 
original  character,  not  in  the  vulgar  sense,  but  in  truth  ;  and 
that  the  whole  aim  of  his  life  is  the  amelioration  of  suffering  and 
the  advancement  of  the  great  science  of  Medicine  and  Obstetri- 
cy.  One  visiting  him  and  observing  his  energy  and  devotion, 
cannot  doubt  that  he  is  truly  the  "  Napoleon  of  the  Profession." 

I  leave  Frankfort  to-day  for  Heidelberg,  and  thence  to  Paris, 
from  which  latter  point  I  will  indite  my  next  letter. 

Yours  fraternally,  &c.,  &c.,       R.  Beverly  Cole,  M,  D. 


On  the  Use  of  Belladonna  and  Ergot  in  the  Treatment  of  Cerebro- 
spinal Meningitis,  or    "Spotted  Fever." 

BY   HUMPHREY   PEAKE,   M.    D.,    FORMEELY   Of    YAZOO    CITY,    MISS. 

This  paper  is  intended  to  be  only  suggestive,  and  as  short 
as  possible.     The  writer  has  held  the  opinions  herein  expressed, 
for — he  cannot  say  how  long,  but  at  least  for  three  or  four  years. 
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It  has  been  his  bad  fortune  quite  frequently  to  meet  that 
scourge  of  our  race,  popularly  known  as  "  Spotted  Fever,"  but 
known  in  former  years  to  people  in  various  parts  of  the  United 
States  as  the  "  Cold  Plague."  He  once  met  it  in  an  epidemic 
form,  away  in  the  wilds  of  Arkansas,  but  all  this  occurred  be- 
fore kis  present  opinions  were  matured.  He  treated  his  cases 
on  rational  and  secundum  artem  principles,  and,  he  is  sorry  to 
add,  the  majority  of  them  died. 

The  peculiar  physiological  action  of  Ergot  and  Belladonna 
is,  now,  the  writer  believes,  well  established  and  pretty  gener- 
ally known ;  more  particularly  of  the  latter.  For  these  important 
truths,  as  the  writer  believes,  the  profession  is  indebted  to  that 
greatest  of  living  physiologists.  Dr.  E.  Brown  Sequard,  a  course 
of  whose  lectures  he  had  the  honor  to  attend  and  whose  bril- 
liant vivisections  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  witness.  It  has 
been  proved  by  him  that  Belladonna  and  Ergot  diminish  the 
amount  of  blood  in  the  meninges  and  substance  of  the  cerebro- 
spinal tract.  It  is  presumed  that  most  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion, familiar  with  the  journal  medical  literature  of  this 
country  and  of  Europe,  are  aware  of  these  discoveries.  The 
writer  is  unable  to  refer  to  the  pages  where  the  conclusions  con- 
cerning Ergot  may  be  found,  but  they  are  floating  in  the  medi- 
cal literature  of  the  last  five  years.  As  to  the  same  concerning 
Belladonna,  however,  it  would  be  almost  as  difficult  to  say 
where  in  the  same  literature  they  are  not  to  be  found.  It  is 
upon  this  peculiar  action  of  Belladonna  that  it  is  given  with 
such  great  confidence  and  such  remarkable  success  in  Epilepsy. 
M.  Trousseau  says  he  cures  twenty  per  centum  of  his  cases.  It 
was  upon  purely  theoretical  grounds  that  its  use  was  recom- 
mended in  poisoning  by  opium.  The  physiological  antagonism 
of  the  two  drugs  is  now  well  known  and  explained.  The 
grounds  for  its  use  in  the  treatment  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis 
are  quite  as  strong  as  for  those  in  poisoning  by  opium  ;  and  yet, 
strange  to  say,  so  far  as  the  writer  knows,  its  use  has  never 
been  advised  or  adopted. 
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During  the  early  part  of  the  present  year,  the  writer  vege- 
tated in  Virginia  City,  and  "  Spotted  Fever''  was  very  common 
there.  It  was  his  lot  to  know  several  physicians  who  were 
treating  the  deadly  malady,  and  he  expressed  to  them  his  views. 
They  having  never  heard  of  such  properties  belonging  to  Bel- 
ladonna or  Ergot,  stuck  to  their  calomel,  quinine,  their  colchi- 
cum  and  their  brandy,  with  the  usual  success — losing  the  great 
majority  of  their  patients.  For  the  past  two  years  the  writer 
has  looked  anxiously  and  in  vain  in  the  journal  literature  of  the 
country  for  the  expression  of  an  opinion  which  he  had  hoped 
would  come  from  a  source  calculated  to  give  some  weight,  and 
which  no  affected  modesty  can  further  influence  him  to  withhold. 

There  never  were  stronger  theoretical  grounds  for  the  use 
of  a  drug  than  there  are  now  for  the  use  of  Belladonna  and 
Ergot  in  the  treatment  of  the  so-called  "  Spotted  Fever,"  and 
the  object  of  this  paper  is  to  invite  the  attention  of  his  confreres, 
by  the  writer,  to  the  subject.  To  those  whose  unfortu- 
nate loi  it  may  be  to  meet  that  dreadful  affection,  and  who  may 
endorse  the  writer's  views,  he  would  recommend  the  use  of  the 
alkaloid,  atropia;  if  this  may  not  be  had,  however,  either  the 
Extract  or  the  Tincture  of  Belladonna  might  be  used.  The 
pupil  should  be  kept  widely  dilated  by  its  use.  If  the  pupil 
be  already  dilated,  let  this  be  no  bar  to  its  use  in  large 
doses,  for  its  dilation,  in  that  case,  will  depend  on  the  loss  of 
power  by  the  branch  of  the  third  cerebral  nerve  which  supplies 
the  circular  fibres  of  the  iris,  and  not  to  over-action  of  the  sym- 
pathetic branch,  which  controls  the  stellar  fibres  of  the  same. 
Any  practitioner,  perhaps,  adopting  the  writer's  theory,  would 
be  as  competent  to  carry  out  the  details  as  he  would  himself. 

This  paper  was  intended  to  be  less  lengthy  than  it  has  al- 
ready become,  and,  notwithstanding  there  might  be  many  pages 
of  interesting  matter  written  upon  the  same  subject,  it  will  be 
made  no  longer.  For  not  citing  authority  the  writer  pleads 
the  want  of  a  library,  which  he  has  lost  within  the  last  year. 
But  reading  men  will  need  no  citation  of  the  kind. 

Santa  Cruz,  California,  Not.  10,  1864. 
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Cases  of  Osteo-Myelitis,  &c. 

BY    HENKY    GIBBON'S,    JB.,    M.   D.,     ACTING   ASSISTANT    SrRGEON   IN    THE    DOUGLAS 

HOSPITAL,    WASHINGTON. 

Since  last  writing,  I  have  had  two  or  three  interesting  days 
in  my  wards.  In  one  case  I  took  out  a  sequestrum  6  inches 
long,  from  the  thigh, — a  most  interesting  case,  as  being  a  cure, 
after  os:eo-myelitis  not  resulting  in  pysemia.  In  all  these 
cases,  there  seems  to  be  osteo-myelitis — at  all  events  a  degenera- 
tion and  disintegration  of  the  medulla.  If  the  system  is  not 
strong  enough  to  resist  the  destructive  process,  it  becomes  in- 
fected and  pyaemia  ensues.  If  it  is  strong  enough,  the  inflam- 
mation causes  extensive  deposits  of  new  bone,  the  old  portions 
dying  and  being  exfoliated.  This  case  was  operated  upon  June 
15th — amputation  of  right  thigh,  middle  third.  He  has  passed 
through  an  ordeal  that  few  have  been  able  to  withstand.  Diar- 
rhoea, excessive  pain,  uncontrollable  nausea  and  loss  of  appetite, 
profuse  perspiration,  &c.,  <fcc.,  being  on  the  verge  of  pyaemia. 
The  sequestrum  is  solid,  embracing  the  entire  femur,  for  4  or  5 
inches,  extending  even  to  the  neck.  It  is  by  far  the  heaviest 
and  most  perfect  of  any  of  the /oz^r  which  have  been  taken  out 
this  summer.  One  of  the  others,  6^  inches  long,  but  entire  in 
circumference  for  only  half  an  inch,  I  removed  from  a  similar 
stump.  This  was  a  worse  case  even  than  the  first,  for  I  des- 
paired of  his  life  several  times.  A  third,  6  inches  long,  removed 
by  Dr.  Carvallo,  is  similar  to  the  last. 

These  cases  are  the  only  ones  (of  thigh)  which,  being  ampu- 
tated here,  recovered,  or  will  recover.  There  were  17  in  all. 
TliQ  fourth,  8  inches  long,  was  removed  by  Dr.  Norris,  from  a 
man  whose  thigh  was  amputated  upon  the  field,  and  who  was  sent 
here  for  treatment.  The  sequestra  are  removed  with  consider- 
able difficulty  ;  I  almost  lifted  my  men  off  the  bed  in  the  effort. 
It  was  pleasing  to  see  the  marked  and  immediate  improvement 
when  this  source  of  irritation — "  foreign  body" — was  taken 
away. 

A  sergeant,  with  gunshot  fracture  of  the  ulna  and  internal 
condyle  of  humerus,  (iDall  traversing  the  fore-arm  from  two  inches 
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above  the  wrist  to  the  elbow,  implicating  the  latter,)  whose  arm 
I  had  saved  with  the  greatest  trouble,  served  me  a  nice  trick 
the  other  day.  He  was  in  bed  for  2  or  3  months,  the  arm  sus- 
pended from  the  rafters  by  a  sling  ;  I  got  him  out  of  bed,  and  his 
strength  gradually  returned.  One  day  he  wanted  a  pass,  which 
I  gave  him  ;  he  did  not  return  at  night,  nor  for  four  days,  the 
arm  never  having  been  dressed  in  all  that  time,  and  the  patient 
having  been  on  a  "  tight,"  with  some  members  of  his  company. 
I  was  intensely  disgusted,  told  the  man  he  deserved  to  lose 
his  arm,  that  I  did  not  feel  any  interest  in  him,  then  set  my 
nurse  to  dress  the  wounds,  and  left.  He  did  not  injure  himself 
much,  however,  but  he  is  as  meek  as  Moses  ever  since.  Two 
days  ago  I  took  out  two  spiculas  of  the  ulna,  with  a  small  piece 
of  lead,  which  had  been  in  the  arm  5  months.  There  is  a  case 
also  of  gunshot  fracture  of  right  humerus  in  my  ward,  from 
which  I  removed  a  small  piece  of  dead  bone,  through  a  small  in- 
cision. The  fragments  have  united,  leaving  a  stiff  elbow  ;  the 
fracture  being  just  above  the  joint. 

The  evil  results  of  leaving  a  felon  to  pursue  its  own  course 
were  exhibited  to  me.  ■  A  man  was  admitted  with  one  upon  his 
little  finger.  Several  fistulous  openings  led  to  dead  bone, — the 
ungual  phalanx.  "  The  Doctor  had  advised  him  to  poultice  it 
and  not  to  have  it  opened." — I  opened  the  finger  and  removed 
what  was  left  of  the  ungual  phalanx,  the  second  being  not  dis- 
eased, thus  leaving  the  fleshy  parts,  nail,  &c., — an  exsection,  in 
fact, — then  applied  poultices.  The  finger  is  doing  very  well 
now. 

The  other  day  a  patient  came  in  with  acute  pneumonia,  the 
second  well  marked  case  I  have  had.  Eusty  sputa,  high  fever, 
dulness  on  percussion,  pain,  &c.  I  ordered  wet  cups — 8  to  the 
side,  with  liq.  ammon.  acet.,  and  an  expectorant.  The  relief 
was  immediate,  but  the  next  day  the  other  side  was  attacked 
and  there  was  pleuritic  complication.  I  cupped  on  that  side. 
By  the  way,  hot  fomentations — flannel,  covered  with  oiled  silk, 
were  applied  from  the  first.  I  was  greatly  surprised  that  the 
relief  was  so  marked  and  sudden.  In  a  few  hours  the  pulse  fell 
to  90,  the  vesicular  murmur  returned,  the  flush  upon  the  cheeks 
3 
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disappeared,  sputa  beeame  less  rusty,  breatliing  easy,  and  tlie 
pain  vanished.     Such  cases  in  medicine  are  pleasant, — very,  to 

treat,  but  these  horrid  chronics,  broken  down  cases,  are . 

1 11  leave  it  unsaid.     Surgery  is  much  preferable  to  me. 

I  have  had  three  cases  of  heart  disease  to  diagnose  lately. 
The  first  was  direct  mur^mur,  from  roughening  or  stricture  of  aor- 
tic orifice.  The  murmur  was  coincident  with  the  first  sound,  and 
was  prolonged  over  the  aorta,  but  not  heard  at  the  apex  of  the 
heart.  The  first  sound  was  normal  and  the  click  of  the  semi- 
lunar valves  was  almost  natural  ;  there  was  no  murmur  during 
the  ventricular  diastole,  so  that  the  sound  was  neither  regurgi- 
tant or  direct  mitral,  nor  regurgitant  semi-lunar. 

Second  case.  Murmur  following  or  taking  the  place  of 
the  first  sound.  This  was  from  regurgitation  through  the  mitral 
valve,  for  it  was  heard  only  at  the  apex. 

The  3d  case  is  not  so  clear.  There  is  evident  hypertrophy, 
with  slight  murmur  accompanying  or  immediately  followiDg  the 
second  sound  and  heard  only  at  the  apex.  The  first  sound  is 
exaggerated,  the  second  distinct,  but  not  loud.  'Now  I  would 
say  there  must  be  either  regurgitation  through  the  semi-lunar 
valves,  or  roughening  (stricture)  of  the  mitral  orifice,  to  which 
latter  view  I  incline.     Are  the  reasons  good  ? 

There  is  an  affection  of  the  heart  very  common  in  the  army. 
It  is  an  excessive  irritability,  an  exaggerated  first  sound,  upon 
which  arterial  sedatives  have  very  little  effect.  Post-mortem 
examinations  discover  no  lesion  whatever,  and  the  cause  re- 
mains undiscovered.  Tiius  much  for  the  heart — a  troublesome 
and  deceptive  organ,  after  all. 

I  feel  quite  relieved  to-day,  having  yesterday  finished  up  the 
monthly  and  quarterly  returns  of  sick  and  wounded,  surgical 
operations,  &c.  It  occupied  nearly  all  my  spare  time  for  near  a 
fortnight.  The  weather  is  now  delightful,  the  days  cool,  even- 
ings almost  demanding  an  overcoat.  I  am  in  excellent  health 
— have  an  insatiable  appetite — wake  up  in  the  middle  of  the 
night  as  hungry  as  a  bear. 

[It  may  be  well  enough  to  say  that  the  foregoing  letter  was 
written  without  any  expectation  of  its  being  published. — Ed. 
Press.] 
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On  the  Philosophy  of  Eaising  the  Bodies  of  the  Drowned  by  Can- 
non-firing^. 

BY     HUMPHREY    PEAKE,    M.   D. 

The  subject  of  this  thesis  I  have  never  seen  discussed,  either 
in  works  of  philosophy,  or,  where  it  might  more  appropriately 
be  looked  for,  in  works  on  medical  jurisprudence.  I  have  not 
the  advantage  of  a  library,  at  present,  but  while  I  remember  an 
elaborate  argument,  in  Taylor,  on  the  formation  of  adipocire, 
there  is  but  little  said,  if  my  memory  serves  me,  in  regard  to 
the  time  in  wliich  a  drowned  body  may  float,  while,  on  the 
philosophy  of  the  floating,  or  the  rising  of  the  body,  nothing  is 
said.  Indeed  the  philosophy  of  a  body's  rising,  simply,  is  eas- 
ily understood,  but  the  philosophy  of  raising  a  drowned  body 
by  cannon-firing  is  quite  a  different  thing,  and  involves  some  of 
the  most  important  principles  of  Pneumatics,  Hydrostatics  and 
Dynamics. 

It  may  be  objected,  however,  that  the  fact  oi  raising  a 
drowned  body  by  cannon-firing  has  not  yet  been  established. 
In  answer  to  this,  I  have  only  to  say,  that  its  truth  has,  for  a 
long  time,  been  considered  unquestionable  by  the  great  mass  of 
the  people,  nothwithstanding  philosophers  had  never  come  to 
their  aid  with  an  explanation,  and  although  1  have  never,  my- 
self, seen  a  body  raised  by  the  means  under  consideration,  yet  I 
have  such  an  overwhelming  mass  of  testimony  to  its  truth,  that 
were  I  not  able  to  explain  the  phenomenon  by  well  known  laws, 
I  could  scarcely  doubt  its  truth.  I  may  add,  in  addition  to  evi 
dence  of  the  reliability  of  which  I  have  no  doubt,  that  there  is 
more  or  less  truth  in  the  general  opinions  of  the  people,  no 
matter  whether  or  not  we  may  be  able  to  furnish  a  rational  ex- 
planation of  them.  For  instance,  any  sailor  knows  that  fish 
will  spoil  sooner  in  moonlight  than  in  sunshine,  but  no  phil- 
osopher has  offered  any  explanation  of  the  fact.  And  again  : 
how  universal  is  the  belief  that  an  ascending  column  of  smoke 
is  a  sign  of  fair  weather,  while  the  opposite  condition — that  of 
the  smoke  settling  and  trailing  near  the  ground — is  one  of  rain  ! 
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Yet,  how  few  know  or  understand  the  philosophy  which  shows 
that  this  must  be  so ! 

To  repeat :  I  propose  in  this  paper  to  show  that  in  their 
opinion  that  cannon-firing  will  raise  sometimes,  at  least,*a 
drowned  body,  the  people  are  correct,  and  to  account,  on  well 
known  philosophical  principles,  for  the  phenomenon.  As  pre- 
limary  to  the  discussion  of  these  principles,  I  may  state  that  it 
is  a  matter  about  which  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  thinking  for 
years,  and  that  until  within  the  last  three  years  I  was  always 
nonplussed  in  my  reasoning  by  what  I  considered  a  fact,  and 
which  was  indeed  a  fact,  but  not  the  whole  of  the  facts,  to  wit : 
Suppose  a  body  immersed  in  water  and  a  cannon  discharged 
over  its  surface.  The  discharge  causes  a  condition  approaching 
a  vacuum — takes  'the  atmospheric  pressure  off  the  surface 
of  the  water  for  a  time,  and  so  would  render  the  body,  for  the 
time,  relatively  heavier,  and  it  would,  therefore,  instead  of  ris- 
ing, sink  perhaps  deeper.  Here,  as  I  have  said,  I  was  puzzled 
for  years,  but  finally,  owing  to  a  circumstance  which  I  will  men- 
tion, the  true  explanation,  as  I  believe,  of  this  remarkable  phe- 
nomenon, broke  in  upon  me. 

The  circumstance  to  which  I  allude  is  this :  During  the  22d 
and  23d  days  of  November,  in  the  year  1861,  it  was  my  lot  to 
witness  the  bombardment  at  Pensacola,  Florida,  between  the 
U.  S.  forces* and  those  of  the  Confederate  States.  The  bom- 
bardment was  a  terrific  one,  there  being  engaged,  in  all,  heavy 
guns  and  mortars,  perhaps  no  less  than  one  hundred.  The  lit- 
toral of  the  bay,  trending  in  on  one  side  for  about  four  miles, 
and  on  the  other  for  quite  one,  was  a  series  of  batteries,  includ- 
ing, on  the  Confederate  side,  two  permanent  works,  Forts  Bar- 
rancas and  McRea,  and  on  the  other  an  immense  work,  known 
as  Fort  Pickens.  I  have  said  the  bombardment  lasted  two 
days.  The  phenomenon  which  led  to  the  explanation  I  am 
about  to  give  was  this :  Myriads  of  fish  were  killed  during  the 
action,  and  were  wafted  ashore  by  the  surf.  What  killed  them  ? 
The  multitude  around  me  satisfied  themselves  with  the  vague  ex- 
planation that  they  were  killed  by  concussion.     But  how  were 
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they  killed  by  concussion  ?  was  a  question  which  I  set  myself 
at  work  to  solve,  and  which  I  believe  I  did  solve. 

To  enable  the  reader  to  comprehend  the  explanation  which 
I  am  about  to  give,  I  beg  his  attention,  for  a  short  time,  to  a 
philosophical  toy  which  he  may  find  in  most  of  the  shops  of 
philosophical  instrument-makers  :  A  large  tubular  glass  is  about 
three-fourths  filled  with  water.  In  this  is  placed  a  miniature 
balloon  of  glass,  and  to  this  is  attached  a  miniature  car  and 
manikin.  The  globe  of  glass,  having  a  small  aperture  in  its  bot- 
tom, is  sufficiently  filled  with  water  to  just  cause  it  to  float  in 
mid-water,  there  being,  for  this  condition,  necessarily,  a  small 
quantit}^  of  air  in  the  upper  part  of  the  globe.  An  India-rubber 
or  bladder  membrane  is  now  securely  tied  over  the  top  of  the 
tube.  Press  upon  this  membrane,  and  the  balloon  or  manikin 
will  sink  to  the  bottom,  or  near  it,  of  the  tube.  Take  away  the 
pressure,  and  the  balloon  or  car  will  rise  again. 

What  is  the  explanation  of  this  phenomenon  ?  A  body  im-. 
mersed  in  any  fluid  is  subject  to  the  pressure,  as  the  fluid  itself 
is.  The  pressure  on  the  membrane  is  communicated  to  the 
air,  and  through  the  air  to  the  water  beneath  it,  and  through 
the  water  to  the  air  on  the  top  of  the  balloon.  This  air  is  com- 
pressed,  and  more  water  enters  the  globe.  The  balloon  then 
necessarily  sinks.  Take  off  the  pressure,  and  what  follows  ? 
The  air  in  the  top  of  the  globe,  relieved  from  pressure,  ex- 
pands. The  water  forced  into  the  globe  by  pressure  through 
the  superincumbent  air  is  expelled  by  the  expansion  of  the  air 
in  the  top  of  the  globe,  and  so  the  balloon  with  its  car  ascends 
to  its  former  position. 

Another  fact,  in  this  connection,  must  be  borne  in  mind:  if 
the  pressure  on  the  membrane  covering  the  jar  be  made  to  an 
excessive  extent,  the  little  balloon  will  not  rise  when  the  pres- 
sure is  removed,  but  will  remain  below  any  point  from  which  it 
had  risen  before,  and  before  it  will  rise  the  jar  must  be  turned 
a  little  to  one  side,  so  as  to  remove  the  pressure  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, at  which  point  the  expansive  force  of  the  air  contained  in 
the  top  of  the  globe  is  able  to  overcome  the  aqueous  pressure 
above,  and  so  the  balloon  rises. 
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Now  for  tlic  application  of  these  facts  and  principles  to  tlie 
question  at  issue.  By  the  discharge  of  the  cannon  the  atmos- 
phere is  displaced  for  a  distance  around,  and  an  approach  to  a 
vacuum  is  produced — the  atmospheric  pressure  is  removed  for 
a  space  from  the'  surface  of  the  water.  Of  course,  any  body 
immersed  in  the  water  is  relieved  of  the  same  amount  of  pres- 
sure as  the  water  itself  is. 

Now  regard  the  drowned  body  just  as  the  little  balloon  I 
have  described,  and  the  explanation  will  be  complete.  Sup- 
pose a  person  drowned  within  the  last  twelve  hours,  and  to  be 
in  water  of  not  great  depth.  A  cannon  is  discharged  over  it  and 
the  body  does  not  rise  :  Why?  Because  the  body  has  not  yet 
become  in  that  condition  which  makes  it  philosophically  the 
counterpart  of  the  little  toy.  But  let  the  weather  be  warm,  or 
a  sufficient  length  of  time  elapse,  and  by  the  decomposition, 
gases  are  generated  in  the  body,  and  the  necessary  condition  al- 
luded to  above,  is  produced,  and  the  body  is  made,  philosophi- 
cally, the  little  toy  so  often  mentioned.  Now  compare  the  be- 
havior of  the  two,  and  the  solution  of  the  problem  will,  I  think, 
be  apparent.  Pressure  having  been  made  upon  the  membrane 
covering  the  jar  in  which  the  little  balloon  is,  and  the  balloon 
having  descended,  remove  the  pressure  and  it  will  rise  again. 
Fire  a  cannon  over  a  drowned  body  which  has  been  rendered, 
by  decomposition,  the  counterpart  of  our  toy,  and  for  a  short 
time  the  atmospheric  pressure  is  removed  from  the  surface  of 
the  water,  as  also  from  what  may  be  in  that  water,  and  conse- 
quently from  the  drowned  body.  This  causes  an  expansion  of 
the  gases  which  the  body  may  contain ;  the  body  is  rendered 
relatively  lighter,  and  receives  an  upward  tendency  or  impulse 
before  the  atmospheric  pressure  returns  to  the  surface  of  the 
water,  and  as  the  bodj-  loses  pressure  at  every  inch  of  its  up- 
ward travel,  it  can  be  readily  understood,  by  any  one  who 
comprehends  the  principles  of  hydrostatics,  pneumatics  and 
dynamics,  how  the  body  will  rise. 

It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  the  time  during  which  the  atmos- 
pheric pressure  is  removed,  after  the  discharge  of  the  cannon. 
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is  necessarily  very  short,  but  I  think  it  sufficiently  long  for  the 
purpose  claimed.  Those  who  have  followed  me  thus  far,  can 
perhaps  already  explain  the  death,  by  the  Pensacola  bombard- 
ment, of  the  great  number  of  fishes.  Every  fish  carries  a  large 
bag  of  air  in  his  belly,  which  people  call  his  ''swimmer.^'  It  can 
be  readily  understood  how  cannon-firing  would  operate  upon 
this  body  of  air,  and  how  the  fish  might  be  killed  by  its  sudden 
expansion.  It  this  is  not  the  explanation  of  the  phenomenon, 
I  am  unable  to  give  one.  In  conclusion,  1  beg  the  attention 
of  my  professional  confreres  to  what  I  have  written.  The  ex- 
planation I  have  given  may  not  be  the  true  one ;  nay  more,  the 
phenomenon  discussed  may  not  be  a  fact,  but  it  is  so  generally 
believed  and  almost  daily  practised,  that,  on  this  evidence  alone, 
I  can  scarcely  doubt  it.  Let  us  learn  whether  or  not  the  thino; 
aoes  occur,  and,,  then,  if  I  have  not  shown  its  solution,  let  us  go 
to  work  and  find  the  right  one. 


On  theKainy  Season  in  California. 

BY    HENRY    GIBBONS,    M.    D. 

In  no  country  in  the  world  is  the  temporal  welfare  of  the 
people  so  completely  at  the  mercy  of  the  clouds  as  in  California. 
Mining  and  agriculture,  the  two  great  interests,  require  a  liberal 
supply  of  water.  Two  seasons  in  the  last  fifteen  years  have  been 
disastrous  to  both  these  interests,  from  lack  of  rain,  while  three 
other  seasons  have  supplied  a  quantity  sufficiently  copious  to 
inflict  extensive  injury.  Considering  the  great  importance  of 
the  subject  in  this  point  of  view,  and  also  the  relation  of  meteor- 
ology to  medical  science,  I  have  thought  it  not  altogether  be- 
yond the  scope  of  the  Medical  Press,  to  enter  in  its  pages  a 
rain-chart  for  the  last  fourteen  seasons,  together  with  some 
analytical  remarks  on  each  season. 

In  the  following  table  the  rains  are  arranged  according  to  the 
season  and  not  the  year.  The  rainy  season  embraces  the  six 
'months  from  November  to  April,  inclusive.  During  this  period 
rain  falls  more  or  less  in  every  month,  with  rare  exceptions. 
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May  also,  very  generally  supplies  rain,  often  in  considerable 
quantity,  and  October  not  so  frequently.  The  remaining  four 
months,  from  June  to  September,  are  positively  dry.  rain  some" 
times  falling  in  small  quantities,  but  as  an  exception  to  the  rule. 
I  have  adopted  the  1st  of  August  as  the  dividing  point  between 
the  seasons. 


Year. 

'Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. '  Nov. 

Dec.    1 

-1 

1.15  1 

1850-'51 

1.25 

18ol-'52 

.02 

1.00 

.18:2.14 

7.07  i 

1852-'53 

.80  5.31 

11.90  i 

1853-'.54 

.13 

.10  1.43 

2.05  ! 

1854-'5o 

2.12     .40 

.38  ! 

1855-'56 

1.15 

5.45  1 

1856-'.57 

.08 

.50  2.90 

4.00  1 

'     18.57-'o8 

.93  3.01 

4.14  1 

lS.58-'o9 

.12 

3.16  1.48 

5.77  : 

18.59-'60 

.05  7.60 

1.56 : 

]860-'(il 

1.16 

.56 

5.52  1 

l.S(;i-'62 

3.29 

7.03  i 

18G2-'63 

.02 

.14 

2.73 

1863-'64 

.15 

2  50 

1.73  1 

18G4... 

.17 

.02 

.02  6.61 

6.97 

Mean. . . 

.02 

.10 

.64 

0  1  ■; 

4.22 

Jan. 

Feb. 
.35 

Mar 

April 

May. 

.June 

July. 

(Total. 

.65 

1.14 

.69 

7.11 

.58 

.12 

6.40 

.19 

.30 

18.00 

4.11 

1.16 

4.81 

5.05 

.35 

33.49 

4.27 

8.41 

3.17 

3,31 

.04 

22,91 

4.52 

4.64 

4.31 

5.59 

2.14 

24,10 

9.63 

.32 

1.06 

3.62 

.65 

21.13 

2.07,8.66 

1.56 

.04 

.14 

19.95 

4.36  1.3'^ 

3.94 

1.14 

.17 

.20 

19.21 

160!5.22 

2.81 

.33,2.03 

22.52 

1.74' 1.75 

4.45 

2.6213.13 

.13 

.28 

23.40 

2.32,2.99 

4.53 

.57  1.11 

.16 

18.92 

L9.16, 7.01 

1.80 

1.05     .91 

.  23 

40.48 

3.20  3,26 

2.42 

2.92    .41 

15.19 

1.31 

1.39 

.93    .52 

t 

8.53 

4.16  3.57 

3.08 

2.01 

1   .81' 

.66 

.02 

21.07 

Jl^*  The  Means  in  the  lower  line  do  not  include  the  rains  of  the  present 
winter.  They  are  corrected  for  the  differences  in  the  length  of  the  months^ 
so  as  to  represent  equal  periods  of  time. 

The  winter  of  1846-'4T  appears  to  have  been  cold  and  wet. 
The  ponds  were  frozen  January  19.  There  were  seasonable 
rains  in  the  spring.  A  refreshing  shower  fell  on  the  2nd  of 
July,  and  on  the  28th  of  August  there  wasa  thunderrstorm,  with 
a  heavy  shower.  The  three  preceding  winters  are  spoken  of 
as  very  dry. 

1847-48.  The  rains  set  in  on  the  first  week  in  November, 
and  appear  to  have  been  copious  through  the  winter,  but  not 
excessive. 

1849-'50.  The  rainy  season  commenced  November  13th, 
and  from  that  date  till  the  end  of  March  there  were  71  rainy 
days — according  to  the  ''  Mta  California'^  of  that  time.  It  is 
to  be  regretted  that  no  one  measured  the  rains  of  that  winter. 
The  old  settlers  have  the  most  doleful  memories  of  the  "  winter 
of  '49,"  due,  no  doubt,  in  part,  to  the  absence  of  the  means  of 
shelter.     But  a  comparison  of  the  number  of  days  of  rain  as 
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above  stated,  with  the  number  in  other  seasons,  would  indicate 
that  the  fall  of  water  was  really  excessive.  In  the  season 
of  '61-'2,  which  will  be  remembered  as  long  as  '49,  there  were 
68  days  of  rain  in  the  five  months  from  November  to  March, 
corresponding  to  the  period  covered  by  the  71  days  of  '49 ; 
and  there  were  only  72  days  in  the  whole  season,  from  summer 
to  summer.  The  winter  of  '52-'53  was  also  very  rainy,  but  it 
gave  only  60  rainy  days.  It  is  therefore  probable  that  the 
winter  of  '49  should  take  its  place  by  the  side  of  that  of  '61-'62. 

1850-'51.  This  was  the  dryest  season  since  the  American 
occupation.  The  rains  began  early,  (Nov.  20),  but  soon  van- 
ished, without  fitting  the  soil  for  the  plow.  A  few  moderate 
rains  were  scattered  through  December,  January  and  February, 
but  not  much  more  than  sufficient  to  lay  the  dust.  On  the  IStli 
of  March  the  spring  rains  set  in,  continuing  nearly  three  weeks, 
and  keeping  the  surface  soil  conveniently  moist,  and  providing 
for  good  crops.  The  whole  fall  of  rain  was  but  seven  inches 
and  a  fraction — being  nearly  an  inch  and  a  half  short  of  the 
calamitous  season  of  '63-^64.  The  agricultural  interests  of 
California  were  at  that  date  too  limited  for  any  serious  results 
to  follow. 

1851-'52.  A  heavy  rain  fell  on  the  8th  of  November,  and  a 
few  moderate  showers  subsequently.  In  the  first  week  of 
December  ihere  was  a  southerly  storm,  with  considerable  rain. 
But  the  rainy  season  did  not  fairly  set  in  till  the  19th  of  Decern, 
ber,  when,  after  two  weeks  of  delightfully  serene  and  pleasant 
weather,  the  storm-king  made  a  sudden  visitation,  not  unlike  his 
raid  in  November  last.  From  the  19th  to  the  31st,  every  day 
was  more  or  less  rainy.  There  were  several  violent  southerly 
gales,  one  regular  thunder-gust  of  the  Atlantic  pattern,  lightning 
and  thunder  on  two  other  days,  a  hail  storm,  and  several  earth- 
quakes the  day  after  Christmas.  Such  a  violent  paroxysm  oc- 
curring at  the  present  time  would  be  pronounced  revolutionary 
by  the  oldest  inhabitants,  and  would  be  ascribed  to  the  Yan- 
kees. Seven  inches  of  water  fell  in  December.  In  accordance 
with  the  capricious  temper  of  our  climate,  there  followed  two 
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months  of  the  rule  of  "  gentle  zephyrs/'  with  a  few  light  show- 
ers amounting,  in  all,  to  less  than  two-thirds  of  an  inch.  Again, 
as  February  was  about  to  depart,  ^olus  opened  his  door,  and 
the  storms  raged  and  the  rain  descended  for  12  successive 
days,  yielding  six  inches  of  water,  and  causing  destructive  floods 
throughout  the  State.  After  the  10th  of  March  scarcely  enough 
fell  at  any  one  time  to  lay  the  dust.  This  was  a  singular  season. 
Kain  fell  on  50  days,  viz :  Six  inches  on  12  successive  days  in  De- 
cember, six  inches  on  12  successive  days  commencing  Feb. 
28th,  and  six  inches  on  other  26  days,  scattered  from  Septem- 
ber to  May. 

The  season  of  1852-'53  was  remarkably  wet,  commencing 
Nov.  11.  Five  and  a  third  inches  fell  in  November — an  un- 
usual quantity  for  that  month.  After  a  week  of  very  fair 
weather,  one  of  those  stormy  paroxysms  characteristic  of  our 
winter  climate,  commenced  on  the  14th  of  December,  and  con- 
tinued till  the  end  of  the  month,  with  scarcely  any  intermission. 
Ten  and  a  half  inches  of  water  fell  in  this  period.  On  the  ITtli 
and  18th  there  was  a  storm  similar  to  that  of  November  last, 
and  supplying  nearly  4 J  inches  of  water.  Sacramento  and 
Marysville  were  flooded  at  this  time.  Afterwards  snow  fell  in 
great  quantities,  being  visible  from  San  Francisco  in  all  direc- 
tions, the  day  after  Christmas.  Then  came  copious  aifd  warm 
rains,  which  swelled  the  rivers  and  drowned  out  our  Sacramento 
neighbors.  The  heavy  rains  ceased  on  the  9th  of  January, 
having  continued  two  months.  Then  came  our  mid-winter 
calm,  the  glory  of  the  climate  of  California.  From  the  14th  of 
January  till  the  22d  of  February,  upwards  of  seven  weeks,  there 
was  a  single  light  shower.  On  the  27th  of  March  the  whole 
country  was  visited  with  a  violent  storm,  which  lasted  over  two 
days,  with  nearly  four  inches  of  rain,  and  caused  great  floods  in 
the  mountain  streams.  Again  on  the  17th  of  April  there  was 
a  prodigious  rain,  which  has  scarcely  been  equalled  before  or 
since — 3.20  inches  falling  in  12  hours.  A  few  light  rains-  oc- 
curred in  May. 

1853-'54.  There  were  occasional  rains  in  November  and 
December,  but  the  rainy  season  could  scarcely  be  said  to  have 
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set  in  before  the  12th  of  January,  when  a  long  storm  occurred 
just  a  week  after  a  severe  norther.  On  the  20th,  the  thermom- 
eter w.as  25°,  and  the  streets  were  frozen  solid.  The  temper- 
ature at  Salt  Lake  was  19  below  zero  on  the  21st.  Occasional 
heavy  rains  continued  through  February,  in  which  month  there 
was  the  extraordinary  quantity  of  eight  and  a  half  inches,  near- 
ly. Copious  showers  were  distributed  through  March  and 
April,  nearly  two  inches  of  water  falling  on  the  28th  of  the  lat- 
ter month. 

1854-'55.  The  peculiar  phase  of  this  season  was  the  advent 
of  rain  early  in  October,  which  continued,  moderately,  day  after 
day,  until  people  felt  assured  of  a  long  and  drenching  winter. 
There  were  ten  rainy  days  in  this  month,  but  the  quantity  (2 
inches)  was  not  sufficient  for  the  tillage  of  the  soil.  The  clouds 
disappeared  at  the  close  of  October,  when  the  hills  were  rejoic- 
ing in  their  spring  robes,  and  then  two  long  months  supplied 
but  two  small  showers.  Wise  people,  that  is  to  say  the  inhabit- 
ants in  general,  now  concluded  to  have  a  dry  winter  and  a 
season  of  famine.  But  on  the  night  of  the  last  day  of  Decem- 
ber the  clouds  poured  forth  their  stores,  while  the  south  wind 
lifted  off  the  roofs  of  buildings,  here  and  there,  to  let  in  the  pre- 
cious treasure.  New  Year's  calls,  then  universal,  were  made 
the  next  day  through  much  mud  and  difficulty,  the  memory  of 
which  fadeth  not  away.  After  a  week  of  rain  came  the  wonted 
intermission  of  six  weeks,  with  a  few  moderate  showers.  A 
norther  on  the  19th  of  February  was  followed,  in  a  few  days,  by 
heavy  rain,  continuing  into  March.  In  the  middle  of  April 
there  were  eight  days  of  almost  constant  rain,  measuring  five 
and  a  half  inches,  and  flooding  the  mountain  streams.  A  soak- 
ing rain  fell  as  late  as  the  14th  of  May. 

1855-56.  A  few  scattering  showers  fell  in  November,  and 
the  rainy  season  set  in  during  the  first  week  in  December,  a 
thunder-gust  occurring  on  the  7th,  with  rain  and  hail.  The  last 
week  of  December  was  remarkably  cold,  the  thermometer  being 
below  freezing  on  nearly  every  morning.  The  rain  continued 
through  January,  but  not  in  profusion,  and  interspersed  with 
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much  fair  weather.  February  and  March  were  mainly  dry, 
and  April  and  May  brought  seasonable  showers.  The  fall  of 
water  through  this  winter  was  moderate,  but  distributed  most 
favorably.  Heavy  rains  fell  in  the  mountains  about  the  20th 
of  May,  and  a  foot  of  snow  at  Forest  City,  at  the  same  date. 

1856-'57.  In  the  autumn  of  '56  the  Sacramento  river  was 
reported  lower  than  ever  before  known.  The  rain  set  in  on 
the  15th  of  November  and  continued  in  moderate  quantities 
till  early  in  January,  alternated  with  much  fine  weather.  On 
the  29th  of  December  occurred  the  only  snow-storm  worthy  of 
the  name  within  the  term  of  my  record.  Snow  fell  for  four 
hours,  and  covered  the  hills  around  the  city.  The  Alameda 
hills  were  covered  with  snow  for  several  days.  January  was 
mostly  dry,  but  February  gave  8.66  inches,  which  was  nearly 
half  the  supply  of  the  entire  winter.     A  dry  spring  followed- 

1857-'58.  After  a  few  smart  showers  in  October  and  No- 
vember, the  rains  set  in  regularly  on  the  26th  of  the  latter  month, 
and  continued,  with  some  interruption,  for  three  weeks,  and  in 
moderate  quantities.  From  the  12th  of  December  only  one 
rain  of  any  note  fell  for  a  month.  Subsequently,  rain  fell  at 
long  intervals  until  April  6th.  On  the  22d  of  January  was  a 
severe  hail-storm,  with  thunder,  the  hail  covering  the  ground 
for   some  hours  ■  before  melting.     The  spring  was  very  dry. 

1858-'59.  An  extraordinary  rain  of  three  inches  fell  on  the 
21st  of  October,  within  24  hours.  In  November  there  was  but 
half  an  inch.  The  4th  of  December  may  be  set  down  as  the 
commencement  of  the  winter  rains.  On  that  day  and  the  next 
a  brief  storm  occurred,  which  covered  with  snow  the  distant 
mountains,  and  even  the  San  Bruno  hills.  Several  copious 
rains  fell  in  December,  but  there  was  no  continuous  wet  weather. 
January  was  dr}^,  with  a  number  of  freezing  nights.  February 
was  the  only  wet  month  of  the  season,  giving  16  days  of  rain, 
and  5.52  inches — or  more  than  one-fourth  the  supply  of  the 
whole  season.  March  furnished  a  few  good  rains,  April  was 
very  dry,  and  the  2d  of  May  wound  up  the  account  with  ne/irly 
two  inches  of  water — the  greatest  fall  in  that  month,  on  my 
record. 
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1859-60.  The  first  rain  of  the  season  was  on  November  3d, 
after  which  there  were  occasional  showers,  till,  on  the  21st,  ono 
of  our  regular,  continuous  rains  set  in,  and  lasted  till  the  end  of 
the  month.  Nearly  one-third  of  the  winter's  supply  was  in  this 
month.  With  the  exception  of  four  rainy  days  about  Christ- 
mas, December  was  entirely  dry.  Occasional  moderate  show- 
ers in  January,  February  and  March  scarcely  sufficed  for  the 
growth  of  vegetation.  The  last  four  days  of  March  and  the  first 
eight  of  April  were  rainy.  The  spring  rains  were  prolonged 
beyond  precedent,  till  the  25th  of  May,  and  the  quantity  in 
that  month  (3,.13  in.)  was  greater  than  in  any  corresponding 
month  in  my  table.  On  the  10th  and  11th  of  July  there  fell 
one-third  of  an  inch.  This  is  the  only  decided  rain  in  July  of 
which  I  have  any  account. 

1860-61.  Occasional  light  showers  in  October  convinced 
the  prophets  that  a  very  rainy  winter  was  at  hand.  A  very 
dry  November  convinced  them  of  the  opposite.  On  the  6th  o^ 
December  the  regular  watering  commenced,  and  continued 
moderately  and  with  some  interruptions  for  a  month.  Then 
came  the  mid-winter  interregnum  of  a  month,  after  which  there 
were  seasonable  rains  in  Februar3^  The  first  22  days  of  March 
were  dry  and  rainless,  and  the  next  eight  days,  in  accordance 
with  the  revolutionary  tendencies  of  our  winter  climate,  were 
all  more  or  less  rainy.     April  and  May  were  mostly  dry. 

1861-'62.  This  was  the  memorable  winter  of  floods,  and  de- 
serves more  than  a  passing  notice.  There  was  nothing  in  the 
autumn  to  indicate  its  approach.  On  the  contrary,  September 
and  October  were  not  only  without  rain,  but  there  was  an 
unusual  absence  of  clouds  in  the  upper  regions  of  the  air  in  those 
months.  On  the  1st  of  November  was  the  first  rain — a  ligh* 
shower— which  was  followed  by  pleasant  weather  till  the  10th, 
when  the  rain  set  in  regularly,  and  continued  for  ten  days,  in 
moderate  quantities.  Then  came  a  sunny  interim  of  a  week. 
On  the  26th  the  clouds  resumed  their  function,  and  the  rains 
fell  for  two  weeks.  But  the  whole  quantity,  up  to  10th  of  De- 
cember, when  the  flood  cam.e,  was  less  than  six  inches.    Bear- 
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ing  in  mind,  however,  that  the  quantity  at  San  Francisco  is  only 
about  one-third  of  the  average  fall  in  the  mountains,  and  that 
one  inch  of  rain  is  equal  to  nine  inches  of  light  snow,  and  six  of 
heavy,  packed  snow,  we  infer  that  the  six  inches  of  rain  at 
San  Francisco,  represent  seven  or  eight  feet  of  snow  at  the 
sources  of  the  rivers  in  the  interior.  Thus,  an  immense  amount 
of  snow,  which  had  been  accumulating  for  a  month,  was  swept 
down  rapidly  into  the  water  courses  by  the  warm  rains  of  the 
7th  and  8  th  of  December,  producing  the  extraordinary  and  dis- 
astrous floods  which  began  on  the  9th.  Not  only  was  this 
visitation  destructive  on  the  river  courses  and  plains  of  the  in- 
terior, but  all  along  the  coast,  to  Oregon  and  northward,  every 
water  channel  was  swept  out,  houses  and  even  villages  were 
washed  away,  domestic  animals  drowned  in  immense  numbers 
and  many  human  lives  sacrificed.  The  ocean  near  the  coast 
was  covered  with  the  wrecks  of  habitations  and  of  forests. 

On  the  22d  of  December,  after  a  fortnio-ht's  intermission,  the 
windows  of  heaven  were  again  opened,  and  rain  fell  on  23 
of  the  ensuing  32  days.  There  were  11  days  in  this  period 
giving  from  one  to  three  inches  each,  and  averaging  nearly  two 
inches  per  day.  In  the  whole  period  the  amount  was  24  inches. 
It  is  quite  possible  that  two  feet  of  water  will  not  fall  again  during 
the  present  century  within  the  space  of  32  consecutive  days.  Tlie 
effect  on  the  Bay  of  San  Francisco  was  remarkable.  Though 
the  tide  rose  and  fell,  yet  the  current  through  the  G-olden  Gate 
was  not  reversed  by  its  rise.  The  water  was  muddy  and  yellow, 
and  so  deprived  of  its  saltness  as  to  kill  the  oysters  of  the 
oyster-beds.  The  heaviest  rain  of  any  one  day  was  on  the  fore- 
noon of  the  9th  of  Januar}^,  wlien  there  fell  between  two  and 
three  inches  in  a  few  hours.  The  rain  was  still  heavier  on  the 
Alameda  hills,  forming  what  is  sometimes  erroneously  called  a 
Water  Spout.  All  the  gulches  and  water  courses  presenting 
to  the  bay  were  flooded,  and  swept  of  fences,  trees  and  small 
buildings.  Trees  of  considerable  size  were  uprooted  and  car- 
ried towards  the  Bay  or  into  it. 

After  the  memorable  period  just  described,  four  weeks  of 
tolerably  dry  weather  ensued.    In  the  latter  part  of  February 
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nearly  six  inches  of  water  fell  in  the  course  of  a  week,  after 
which  there  were  no  heavy  rains.  The  spring  was  rather  dry, 
no  rain  falling  after  the  12th  of  May,  except  on  the  llth  and 
12th  of  June,  when  there  was  nearly  one-fourth  of  an  inch — a 
very  unusual  quantity  for  that  month. 

The  reader  will  still  bear  in  mind  that  the  figures  in  this  ar- 
ticle refer  to  San  Francisco,  and  do  not  by  any  means  represent 
the  quantity  of  water  which  fell  in  the  elevated  regions  to  the 
northward.  Tims  whilst  the  quantity  at  San  Francisco  was 
40  J  inches,  through  the  entire  winter,  86  inches  fell  at  Placer- 
ville  in  the  corresponding  period,  and  in  Hoopa  Yallc}^, 
Klamath  County,  according  to  Dr.  Kirkpatrick  of  the  U.  S.  Ar- 
my, the  prodigious  quantity  of  129.15  inches,  or  10|  feet.  In 
the  month  of  November  alone,  in  the  latter  locality,  there  was 
not  less  than  44  inches  of  water — more  than  ever  falls  at  San 
Francisco  in  a  whole  year.- 

1862-'63.  Until  the  20th  of  December  there  was  scarcely 
enough  rain  to  lay  the  dust.  For  a  few  days,  commencing  at 
that  date,  it  rained  moderately,  but  not  enough  for  general  til- 
lage of  the  soil.  At  the  close  of  the  year  there  had  been  less 
than  three  inches.  A  number  of  moderate  rains  were  scattered 
through  January,  February,  March  and  April,  but  the  supply 
was  too  scanty  to  saturate  the  earth.  The  greatest  quantity  in 
any  one  day  during  the  whole  season  was  less  then  an  inch  and 
a  quarter.  The  Summer  of  1863  set  in  with  the  soil  as  dry  as 
it  had  been  in  the  previous  autumn, — excepting  on  the  very  sur- 
face. The  supply  for  the  entire  season  was  only  15  inches. 
But  even  Avith  this  scanty  irrigation,  the  farmers  were  enabled 
to  till  the  soil,  and  crops  of  all  kinds  were  ample. 

1863-64.  This  was  the  season  of  disastrous  drought.  Sev- 
eral smart  showers,  with  lightning  and  thunder,  on  the  19th  of 
September,  led  to  the  anticipation  of  an  early  and  wet  winter. 
The  next  rain  was  on  November  llth,  between  which  date  and 
the  16th,  there  fell  2 J  inches.  lu  the  estimation  of  a  sagacious 
public,  which  always  jumps  at  conclusions  on  the  subject  of  our 
climate,  this  was  the!  regular  setting  in  of  a  season  of  copious 
rains.    But  it  proved  to  be  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  whole 
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"^inter's  allotment.  December  supplied  less  than  two  inches 
January  still  less,  and  February  none  at  all.  Taking  the  five 
months  from  November  to  March,  for  the  past  15  years,  this 
was  the  only  one  without  rain.  The  drought  continued  unin- 
terrupted by  a  shower,  till  the  loth  of  March,  after  which  there 
was  something  less  than  1^  inches  in  that  month.  April,  which 
seldom  fails,  and  which  was  looked  to  with  the  warmest  hopes 
by  thousands  of  thirsty  husbandmen,  tantalized  them  with  a 
few  showers,  amounting  to  one  inch  in  all,  and  May  tapered  off 
with  half  an  inch,  making  8  J  inches  for  the  whole  season.  This 
was  nearly  one  and  a  half  inches  more  than  the  winter  of  '50- 
'51,  but  the  deficiency  was  more  sensibly  felt,  owing  to  the  great 
increase  of  the  agricultural  interests  in  later  years.  Besides, 
more  of  the  rain  of  '50-'51  fell  in  the  spring,  thus  favoring  the 
crops. 

The  spring  of  1864  was  remarkable  for  atmospheric  irregu- 
larities in  all  directions.  In  May  and  June  there  were  thunder- 
storms and  heavy  rains  east  of  the  Sierras,  and  travel  east  of 
Utah  was  impeded  by  freshets.  Late  in  June  there  were  snow 
and  ice  in  abundance  at  Aurora.  During  the  period  above  re- 
ferred to,  droughts  and  other  climatic  disturbances  took  place 
also  in  distant  portions  of  the  globe. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  upper  current  of  atmosphere, 
as  indicated  by  the  high  clouds,  during  the  dry  winter  last  de- 
scribed, was  mostly  from  north  and  northwest  : — a  fact  which 
had,  doubtless,  an  important  relation  to  the  prevailing  diTness 
of  the  lower  atmosphere.  The  direction  of  the  high  cloud-cur- 
rent is  often  a  more  important  link  in  the  chain  of  climatic 
phenomena,  than  the  course  of  the  surface  wind.  The  writer 
has  made  continuous  observations  on  this  subject  for  more  than 
thirty-five  years,  the  result  of  which  he  will  give  to  the  public 
at  a  time  not  far  distant,  either  through  the  Medical  Press,  or 
some  other  channel  more  strictly  appropriate  to  the  subject  of 
Meteorology. 

To  what  extent  are  the  data  in  hand  applicable  as  a  guide  to 
the  future  ?  This  is  a  question  of  great  interest.  I  will  mention 
a  few  general  results  which  present  themselves . 
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1.  December  gives  the  greatest  mean  quantity  of  rain.  The 
cuhninating  point  is  a  few. days  after  the  winter  solstice. 

2.  One-half  the  supply  of  the  season  falls  before  the  20th  of 
January,  and  the  other  half  after  that  date. 

3.  Early  rains  are  no  indications  of  a  rainy  winter,  nor 
their  absence,  of  a  dry  one. 

4.  One  winter  is  no  guide  to  the  next.  A  wet  season  may  be 
followed  by  a  dry  one.  A  dry  season  is  less  likely  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  rainy  one.  In  other  words,  two  dry  seasons  are 
more  likely  to  come  in  succession  than  two  rainy  ones. 

5.  The  rains  of  the  season  are  apt  to  have  the  same  general 
character  throughout.  If  they  fall  sparingly  in  November  and 
December,  the  same  tendency  will  continue  in  the  following 
months. 

6.  The  spring  rains  are  quite  as  constant  as  those  of  the 
previous  period.  March  has  not  failed,  in  any  instance,  to  bring 
decided  rains. 

7.  There  is  an  interim  of  dry  weather  in  the  midst  of  the 
winter,  almost  without  exception.  It  begins  in  January  and 
extends  into  February,  and  sometimes  into  March.  Its  dura- 
tion is  from  four  to  eight  weeks. 

Some  of  these  results  may  be  modified  or  reversed  by  pro- 
longed observations.  The  term  of  fourteen  years  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  establish  positive  rales  in  reference  to  climate. 

I  may  mention  a  fact  of  special  interest  to  believers  in  equi- 
noctial storms  :  The  quantity  of  rain  about  the  time  of  the  ver- 
nal equinox  has  been  rather  smaller  than  at  other  periods  be- 
fore and  after.  On  the  22d  day  of  March  rain  has  fallen  but 
once  in  fourteen  years.  The  same  can  be  said  of  few  days  be- 
tween the  middle  of  November  and  the  middle  of  April.  The 
25th  of  January  has  been  entirely  rainless. 

Of  the  relation  of  the  climate  of  California  to  health  and  dis- 
ease, but  little  can  be  said  in  the  present  state  of  our  know- 
ledge. I  may  remark  that  the  rainy  winter  of  1861-'62  was 
very  sickly  on  this  coast — that  the  general  condition  as  to  dis- 
ease improved  with  the  moderately  dry  winter  which  followed 
— that  the  next  and  very  dry  season  of  ^63-'64:  was  less  healthy 
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than  its  predecessor — and  that  the  present  season,  which  was 
remarkably  cloudy  and  wet,  from  the  23d  of  November  to  the 
end  of  the  year,  appears  to  have  been  remarkably  healthy,  ex- 
cept in  a  few  localities.  There  is  evidently  no  well  marked  re- 
lation between  a  wet  and  a  dry  season,  and  the  amount  of  disease. 
But  the  subject  is  too  important  and  too  intricate  for  hasty 
generalizations. 


Tsenia. — Poison  Oak. 

BY  COLBERT  A.  CANFIELD,  M.  D.,  OF  MONTEREY i 

Eaw  Meat  axd  Tape-Wobms. — In  the  Scientific  American 
of  Nov.  19th,  there  is  an  article  entitled  "  Beware  of  Raw  Pork.'' 
The  reason  given  for  this  caution  is,  that  that  the  tape-worm 
"is  caused  by  eating  raw  pork."  In  the  Medico- Chirurgical 
Review,  vol.  16,  page  402,  is  the  following  :  "  Mr.  Aubert,  who 
resided  some  time  in  Abyssinia,  ^''  "'  thinks  that  the  taenia  is  pro- 
duced by  eating  raw  meat." 

In  this  part  of  California, the  cases  of  taenia  are  very  common  ; 
•whether  it  is  so  in  all  parts  of  this  Pacific  country,  I  am  not  in- 
' formed  ;  but  here,  in  this  vicinity,  I  judge  that  among  every 
;hiradred  adults  there  will  be  found  two  or  three  with  tape-worm. 
Botli  sexes,  and  all  ages,  from  14  years  upwards,  and  people  of 
all  classes  and  nationalities  appear  to  be  equally  subject  to 
them.  Many  of  the  persons  here  who  have  tape-worm,  have 
never  eaten  a  mouthful  of  raw  pork  or  raw  flesh  of  any  kind. 
More©ver,  herbivorous  animals — sheep,  deer,  antelopes  and 
neat-eattle — after  being  killed  are  frequently  found  with  one  or 
more  tape-worms  in  the  intestines.  1  once  shot  an  antelope  that 
had  a  tape-worm.  In  taking  out  the  entrails,  the  small  intes- 
tine was  torn  or  cut,  discovering  the  parasite  still  alive  ;  and 
through  this  opening  I  drew  out  several  yards  of  the  worm. 
Intelligent  and  reliable  butchers,  and  others,  tell  me  that  they 
have  frequently  seen  tape-worms  in  sheep  and  beef-cattle. 

How  can  the  "  carnivorous  .theorj^"  stand  against  these  facts? 

Poison-Oak  (Rhus  diversiloba)  a  Remedy  for  Dysmexorrhcea. 
— Miss  B.,  a  young  lady  of  ansemic  habit,  had  always  suffered 
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considerably,  during  menstruation,  with  uterine  pains  and  scan- 
ty discharge.  She  was  badly  poisoned  by  the  Rhus  at  the  com- 
mencement of  a  menstrual  flow — her  hands  and  face  much 
swollen  and  vesicated,  and  other  parts  of  the  body  slightly  af- 
fected. I  prescribed  for  her  a  strong  decoction  of  Grindelia, 
to  be  freely  used  as  a  warm  application  to  all  the  affected  parts. 
She  was  immediately  relieved  of  the  fiery  and  itching  sensation, 
and  in  the  meantime  she  had  a  very  natural  and  easy  menstrua- 
tion. With  the  use  of  the  Grindelia,  the  effects  of  the  poison 
soon  disappeared  entirely  ;  but  just  before  the  time  for  her 
next  menstruation  the  vesication  re-appeared  on  her  hands,  with- 
out her  having  again  been  exposed  in  any  way  to  the  poison. 
The  flow  was  again  natural  and  easy,  and  the  cutaneous  disease, 
as  before,  disappeared  directly,  with  the  use  of  Grindelia. 
Another  case  similar  to  this  was  related  to  me  ;  but  it  did  not 
come  under  my  observation,  and  I  could  not  vouch  for  the  truth 
of  it. 

I  give  these  cases  for  what  they  are  worth — to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  profession  to  a  subject  which,  it  seems  to  me,  is 
worthy  of  further  investigation.  By  the  way,  I  do  not  know 
of  any  remedy  to  which  the  poison-oak  disease  yields  so  certain- 
ly and  so  quickly  as  to  Grindelia  robusta. 


Hypodermic  Injection  of  Morphia  in  Dysmenorrhcea. 

BY   M.    A.    CACHOT,    M.   D.,    RESIDENT   PHYSICIAN    OF    ST.    MARy's    HOSPITAL. 

Mrs.  p.,  aged  24,  was  married  at  20  years  of  age — never 
pregnant.  She  had  menstruated  regularly  before  marriage  and 
continued  to  do  so  until  several  months  after,  when  the  cata- 
menia  became  irregular  and  finally  ceased.  At  each  monthly 
period  she  was  seized  with  vertigo,  pain  in  the  back,  hysterical 
affections,  and  the  whole  train  of  symptoms  appertaining  to  the 
interruption  of  the  function  of  the  uterus.  Loss  of  appetite  and 
general  ill  health  supervened.  She  had  consulted  several  medi- 
cal gentlemen,  but  obtained  no  material  relief.  In  August  last, 
she  came  under  my  charge,  and  I  instituted  a  tonic  and  invigor- 
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ating  treatment,  T^itli  emmeragogues.  After  one  month  of  this 
course,  without  benefit,  I  introduced  into  the  posterior  lip  of 
the  OS  uteri,  at  the  time  of  the  monthly  paroxysm  of  pain,  a  half 
grain  of  sulphate  of  morphia.  Relief  was  almost  instantaneous 
and  the  menstural  flow  came  on  in  a  half  an  hour,  to  her  great 
satisfaction.  At  the  next  period  pain  came  on  as  usual,  with  a 
slight  bloody  discharge,  which,  however,  soon  ceased,  the  pain 
continuing.  The  injection  was  repeated,  with  the  same  good 
results  as  at  first.  A  tonic  treatment  w'as  then  employed,  and 
since  that  time  she  has  had  her  menses  regularly,  without  re- 
course to  any  other  means.  Her  health  has  improved  rapidly 
since  the  re-establishment  of  the  uterine  function. 

The  injection  was  applied  with  the  agency  of  a  speculum,  the 
syringe  being  grasped  with  a  pair  of  forceps,  and  handled  in 
this  way  without  difficulty. 

San  Francisco,  January,  1865. 


Dr.  W.  B.  Little  writes  us  from  New  York  :  "  I  notice  in  your 
journal  for  October,  p.  131,  "  A  Specific  for  Scarlatina,"  copied 
from  the  London  Lancet,  which  a  Mr.  Blyth  claims  to  have  dis- 
covered. If  you  will  take  the  trouble  to  refer  to  Watson's  Prac- 
tice, Philadelphia  edition,  1858,  you  will  find,  at  p.  1182,  a  formula 
for  preparing  chlorine  water,  exactly  the  same,  with  the  exception 
of  8  grs.  of  chlor.  potass,  being  used  instead  of  5  grs.,  as  in  Blyth's 
formula,  (the  '  levigation'  of  the  chlorate  being  omitted).  Please 
make  a  note  of  it,  for  the  edification  of  the  Lancet,  as  well  as  Mr. 
Blyth.." 

TiEXiA  IX  Herbivorous  Aximals. — The  communication  of  Dr. 
Canfield  contains  some  interesting  facts  with  regard  to  the  fre- 
quent occurrence  of  the  Trichina  in  Monterey  county.  It  is  not 
by  means  of  raw  meats  alone,  such  as  ham  and  sausages,  that  the 
germ  of  the  animal  is  supposed  to  enter  the  system,  but  also 
through  the  use  of  half-cooked  flesh.  Observations  prove  that  the 
parasites  will  withstand  the  heat  required  to  roast  moderately  a 
joint  of  meat.  But  this  will  not  explain  the  remarkable  preva- 
lence of  taenia  in  the  human  subject,  in  the  locality  mentioned  ; 
nor  their  existence  in  herbivorous  animals. 
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The  Money  Question. — A  considerable  number  of  those  to 
whom  the  "  Medical  Press"  is  forwarded  have  not  paid  for  it. 
The  terms,  as  they  read  on  the  cover,  are  $2.00  in  advance,  or 
$3.00  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  end  of  the  year  has  now  come, 
and  we  request  those  who  propose  paying,  to  do  so  by  forward" 
ing  either  $3.00,  $2.50,  or  $2.00— just  as  they  please.  The  last 
sum  will  be  much  better  than  nothing.  As  there  is  some  diffi- 
culty in  forwarding  small  amounts. by  mail,  we  would  suggest 
the  enclosure  of  a  $2.50  gold  coin,  which  is  easily  done,  and 
which  will  be  entirely  satisfactory  to  us.  If  any  of  our 
"  patrons"  propose  to  pay  us  nothing  at  all,  we  shall  be  quite 
satisfied  provided  they  injbrm  us  to  that  effect ;  when  we  can 
either  stop  sending  them  our  journal,  or  continue  it,  as  we  see 
proper. 

A  Suit  for  Damages  was  lately  instituted  in  Paris  by  an  in- 
strument maker  against  two  physicians,  for  publishing  in  a  book 
on  the  diseases  of  women,  a  statement  that  a  pessary  of  his  in- 
vention would  not  answer  the  purpose.  The  prosecutor  claimed 
$5,000  damages,  and  also  required  that  a  retraction  should  be 
inserted  in  thirty  newspapers.  He  lost  his  suit  and  had  the 
costs  to  pay. 

Nitrate  of  Potash  in  Asthma. — Dr.  Kearny,  in  the  Proceed- 
ings of  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society,  lauds  the  Nitrate  of 
Potash,  internally  administered,  as  a  remedy  for  Asthma.  He 
gives  fifteen  grains,  dissolved  in  water,  after  each  meal,  and  con 
tinues  it  for  several  months.  It  has  no  immediate  effect  on  the 
paroxysm,  but  "gradually  the  paroxysms  grow  lighter,  the  in- 
tervals longer,  and  the  stomach  and  bowels  assume  a  more  healthy 
condition."  The  action  on  the  kidneys  is  supposed  to  explain 
in  part  the  beneficial  results.  The  author  does  not  expect  his 
treatment  will  cure  half  the  cases  of  asthma,  but  is  sanguine 
that  it  will  give  relief  in  many  instances. 
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ExTRAOPvDiXARY  FoG. — The  present  winter  will  be  remem- 
bered for  its  fogs,  which  have  prevailed  in  Oregon  and  Cali- 
fornia, in  the  latter  part  of  December  and  during  January.  On 
the  24th  of  the  former  month  there  was  the  thickest  fog  ever 
seen  by  the  inhabitants  of  San  Francisco,  here  or  elsewhere. 
It  occurred  early  in  the  forenoon,  and  was  so  den^e  as  complete- 
ly to  conceal  from  sight  objects  thirty  feet  distant.  Standing 
on  the  sidewalks  of  the  narrowest  streets,  not  the  faintest 
trace  of  the  buildings  on  the  opposite  side  could  be  discerned. 
Pedestrians  stood  on  the  sidewalks,  afraid  to  venture  across, 
on  account  of  the  carriages  which  they  could  hear  as  they 
passed,  without  being  able  to  catch  the  least  glimpse  of  them. 
This  condition  of  things  lasted  about  half  an  hour. 

Animalcules  in  the  Blood. — Dr.  Harleyof  London  states 
that  Hematuria,  prevailing  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  the 
Island  of  Mauritius,  is  owing  to  the  presence  of  the  Distoma 
Haematobium  in  the  blood.  The  worm  is  introduced  into  the 
body  of  man  and  monkeys  from  the  unfiltered  water  of  the  Af- 
rican rivers. 

Parasites. — Prof.  Senclehart  of  Germany,  in  a  recently  pub- 
lished monograph  on  human  entozoa,  enumerates  fifty  species 
which  inhabit  the  human  body. 

Poisoning  from  Calabar  Beans. — Nearly  sixty  children 
were  recently  poisoned  in  Liverpool,  by  eating  calabar  beans, 
which  had  been  thrown  from  the  hold  of  a  vessel  amonjr  some 
rubbish.^ The  only  death  was  that  of  a  boy  aged  6  years,  who 
ate  six  of  them  and  lived  but  two  hours. 

Artificial  Legs. — The  U.  S.  Government  pays  $75  towards 
providing  an  artificial  leg  for  every  soldier  who  has  lost  a  leg 
in  the  service.  Manufacturers  are  furnishing  them  at  that  price, 
and  the  demand  and  competition  have  brought  the  artificial 
limb  to  a  high  degree  of  perfection. 

Tuberculosis  In  a  Horse, — The  great  trotter  "Royai 
George,"  which  died  suddenly  near  Troy,  New  York,  was 
found  to  have  one  lung  destroyed,  and   the  other  filled  with 
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tubercles.     A  few  days  before  his  death  he  had  made  a  mile  in 
2.24,  and  was  worth  $15,000. 

Sacramento  Fee  Bill. — Most  of  the  physicians  of  Sacramento 
have  concurred  in  the  subjoined  fee  bill,  which  does  not  difffu-  ma- 
terially from  the  standard  of  the  profession  in  San  Francisco 
Many  of  our  practitioners  profess  to  make  a  charge  of  five  dollars 
a  visit,  whilst  they  claim  and  collect  not  more  than  three  dollars. 
To  accomplish  this  result,  some  visits  are  left  uncharged,  or  a 
voluntary  deduction  is  made  from  the  bill,  on  settlement.  We 
prefer  fixing  the  fee  at  the  sum  to  be  collected,  the  bill  to  be 
made  out  accordingly  and  the  full  amount  demanded.  The  fee  for 
a  night  visit  ($5.00)  appears  to  us  to  be  too  low  in  the  Sacramen- 
to list.  We  believe  ten  dollars  is  the  common  charge  in  San 
Francisco. 

For  each  Office  Prescription  or  Advice $  2  50 

For  Special  Office  Examinations from  $5  to  $10  00 

For  a  Single  Visit  at  residence,  where  no  others  are  required     5  00 

For  subsequent  Visits  at  residence,  each 3  00 

For  a  single  Consultation  Visit,  where  no  others  are  required  10  00 

For  subsequent  Consultation  Visits,  each 5  00 

Night  Visits 5  00 

Obstetrical  Cases , from  $25  to  $100  00 

Obstetrical  Visits,  after  the  Fourth  Day,  as  in  other  cases. 

Surgical  Operations,  Special  Cases  and  Examinations,  and  all 
Detentions  will  be  charged  extra,  or  as  may  be  agreed  upon. 

Medical  Visits  to  the  country,  from  $1  to  $2  per  mile  traveled 
(with  charge  for  advice),  according  to  time  occupied,  condition 
of  roads,  etc. 

(Venereal  Oases  from  $100  to  $25,  payable  always  in  advance.) 

Fatal  Accident  in  an  Insane  Hospital. — In  the  month  of 
July  last,  an  inner  wall  in  the  women's  portion  of  the  Phila. 
delphia  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  gave  way,  killing  fifteen  pa. 
tients  and  injuring  twenty-five  so  that  a  number  of  them  died 
afterwards.  Cause — the  criminal  carelessness  of  workmen  in 
cutting  through  the  central  pier  of  the  building,  to  introduce  a 
heating  apparatus.  After  the  accident,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
of  the  surviving  patients  were  huddled  together  all  day  in  a 
small  yard,  without  proper  arrangements  for  giving  them  food 
or  drink,  and  yet  but  two  or  three  cases  of  excitement  occurred. 
In  two  or  three  instances  the  shock  was  beneficial  for  a  short 
time,  but  no  permanent  benefit  ensued. 
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Insanity  Among  Savages. — Mental  disorders  bear  a  decided 
relation  to  mental  culture,  and  increase  with  the  excitements 
of  intellectual  life,  as  the  richest  soil  produces  the  most  abun- 
dant growth  of  weeds.  But  savage  life  is  not  without  its  ab" 
errations  from  the  normal  standard  of  psychological  capacity. 
Among  savages,  however,  mental  disturbances  run  in  different 
and  lower  channels.  A  writer  in  the  Edinburgh  3Iedical  Jour- 
nal, in  giving  an  account  of  insanity  in  New  Zealand,  mentions 
the  following  forms  of  mental  aberration,  in  the  order  of  their 
frequency  : — Idiocy,  senile  mania  and  dementia,  morbid  im- 
pulse, such  as  homicidal  and  suicidal  tendencies,  and  general 
paralysis.  Congenital  amentia  is  abundant  in  all  its  forms. 
An  orator  declaiming  to  an  assembly  of  people,  might,  when  ex- 
cited to  the  proper  pitch,  be  mistaken  for  a  madman — and  so 
also  might  an  individual  in  a  paroxysm  of  anger.  The  latter 
remark  might  be  applied  to  civilized  life.  In  California  and 
Oregon  the  children  of  Indians  often  find  their  way  into  white 
families,  either  through  the  agency  of  villains  who  kidnap  and 
sell  them,  or  by  other  means  less  objectionable.  The  children 
of  savages  thus  transplanted  into  civilized  life,  are  apt  to  exhibit 
peculiar  traits  of  character.  Often  they  are  extremely  docile 
and  affectionate,  but  in  other  cases  the  very  reverse.  We  have 
known  a  number  of  instances  of  incendiarism  among  them — 
even  in  very  young  children,  whose  peculiar  propensity  was 
scarcely  explicable  on  any  other  ground  than  insanity.  The 
same  may  be  said  of  some  negroesin  the  Atlantic  States,  who  have 
been  born  and  reared  in  a  condition  approaching  savageism. 
They  not  unfrequently  exhibit  well-marked  illustrations  of  the 
homicidal  and  incendiary  forms  of  monomania.  Their  mental 
aberrations  very  generally  take  on  the  same  low  forms  observed 
in  the  New  Zealanders. 

Sugar  Treatment  in  Diabetes. — From  time  to  time  we 
read  in  our  exchanges  notices  of  partial  or  complete  success  in 
the  treatment  of  glucosuria  by  sugar  and  generous  diet.  We 
have  now  under  our  charge  in  St.  Mary's  Hospital  a  case  of 
this  disorder  in  a  female,  which  yielded  to  the  influence  of  meta- 
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pliopphoric  acid,  and  the  present  condition  of  which  promises  a 
complete  cure,  mainl}'  through  the  agency  of  that  remedy.  We 
shall  report  the  issue  in  due  time. 

Poisonous  Mushrooms. — At  different  times  in  the  last  ten 
years,  cases  of  poisoning  and  death  have  occurred  in  or  near 
Oakland,  Alameda  county,  attributed  to  the  use  of  poisonous 
fungi  as  food.  It  has  been  supposed  that  other  species  of  agar- 
icus  than  the  campestris,  or  edible  mushroom,  have  been  gathered 
by  mistake  and  have  done  the  mischief.  The  writer  has  re- 
cently proved,  in  his  own  person  and  family,  that  the  genuine 
plant  is  not  always  innocuous.  He  gathered  with  his  own 
hands  a  quantity  of  mushrooms  growing  among  the  leaves  and 
rubbish  beneath  an  oak-tree  in  Alameda,  and  had  them  cooked 
for  brcf>kfast  the  next  morning.  They  were  eaten  by  four  in- 
dividuals, all  of  whom  suffered  more  or  less.  One  had  nausea 
and  uneasiness  in  the  abdomen  for  several  hours,  two  had  the 
same  symptoms  with  vomiting,  and  the  fourth,  a  domestic,  had 
severe  vomiting  and  purging.  The  symptoms  appeared  in  an 
hour  or  two  after  eating,  and  lasted  five  or  six  hours.  That 
the  fungi  were  of  the  genuine  species,  and  that  they  were  young 
and  not  impaired  either  by  age  or  long  keeping,  is  beyond  a 
doubt.  The  only  explanation  is  that  they  grew  beneath  a 
shadowy  oak,  and  were  of  rank  and  luxuriant  growth.  There 
is  an  old  objection  to  mushrooms  produced  in  the  shade  and 
under  trees  ;  and  it  would  seem  to  be  something  more  than  a 
prejudice.  We  have  reason  to  believe  that  very  old  or  long- 
kept  mushrooms  acquire  a  noxious  quality.  But  it  is  not  pro- 
bable that  the  genuine  plant  ever  becomes  so  vitiated  by  cir- 
cumstances of  locality  or  age  as  to  cause  fatal  poisoning. 
Where  death  results,  it  may  be  fairly  presumed  that  other 
species  have  been  mistaken  for  the  true  ones.  There  is  no  dif- 
ficulty in  recognizing  the  true  mushroom  by  the  delicate  red  or 
flesh-color  of  the  gills.  No  other  species  has  this  color.  When 
they  become  black,  as  they  always  do  with  age,  they  should  be 
rejected. 

Death  of  Professor  Silliman. — Benjamin  Silliman,  M.  D., 
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L.  L.  D.,  died  at  his  residence  in  New  Haven,  on  tlie  24th  of 
November,  aged  84.  For  65  years  he  has  been  identified  with 
Yale  College,  first  as  tutor,  then  as  Professor  of  Chemistry.  In 
the  department  of  Chemistry  he  lectured  for  nearly  fifty  succes- 
sive  years.  He  established  the  "  American  Journal  of  Science 
and  Arts,^^  the  oldest  scientific  periodical  in  the  western  world 
and  devoted  his  energies  to  it  for  half  a  century.  Professor 
Silliman  has  probably  done  more  than  any  other  man,  living  or 
dead,  to  promote  the  study  of  the  sciences  in  America,  and  to 
enhance  the  scientific  reputation  of  his  country  in  foreign  lands. 

A  Chinese  Doctor. — There  are  quite  a  number  of  Chinese 
physicians  in  California,  who  practise  among  their  own  people. 
But  we  have  come  across  one  whose  business  is  with  the  white- 
skinned  races,  and  who  has  a  large  practise  in  his  way.  "  Doc" 
tor"  Li  Fung  (or  some  such  name)  has  his  ofiice  crowded  daily 
with  intelligent  (?)  Anglo-Saxons,  We  are  informed  by  an  edu- 
cated Chinaman  that  Li  Fung  had  no  medical  training  at  home' 
but  came  to  California  as  a  common  laborer.  Taking  his  cue 
from  the  advertising  charlatans  who  infest  our  community,  he 
proclaimed  himself  a  physician  of  great  skill  and  experience? 
and  immediately  drew  a  crowd  of  halt,  lame  and  blind  imbeciles' 
eager  to  have  their  wrists  clutched  by  a  semi-barbarian,  and  to 
test  the  virtues  of  grasshopper  tea  and  dried  maggots.  We 
have  actually  conversed  with  one  of  his  victims — patients,  we 
mean — who  assures  us  that  Li  Funs;  can  tell,  on  feelino:  the 
pulse  and  without  asking  a  question,  everything  that  ails  his 
patients.  When  the  Chinese  want  medical  aid,  they  go  to  a 
man  whom  they  know  to  have  been  educated  in  his  calling- 
John  will  not  trust  Li  Fung,  but  laughs  in  his  capacious  sleeve 
to  see  the  superior  race  jostling  each  other  in  pursuit  of  a 
Chinese  mountebank. 

A  Constant  Drain  IN  Ascites. — A  physician  at  a  distance 
writes  to  us  in  respect  to  a  case  of  Ascites  resulting  from  heart- 
disease,  and  which  requires  frequent  tapping.  He  would  like 
to  obviate  the  necessity  for  repeating  the  operation  by  keeping 
open  the  orifice,  by  means  of  a  tube  or  other  appliance.     He 
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tried  the  bight  of  a  silrer  wire,  but  had  to  withdraw  it,  in  con. 
sequence  of  peritoneal  inflammation.  We  presume  the  same 
idea  has  occurred  to  most  physicians  in  similar  circumstances. 
The  first  case  of  the  kind  we  ever  had,  was  that  of  a  witt}"  Irish- 
man, who  himself  suggested  the  use  of  a  spigot  and  faucet,  that 
the  water  might  be  run  off  at  pleasure.  We  are  not  aware  that 
anything  more  has  ever  been  attempted  in  these  cases  than 
simply  to  leave  the  orifice  open,  after  tapping,  without  attempt- 
ing to  heal  it.  The  water  will  sometimes  continue  to  drain  off 
for  a  day  or  two.  The  introduction  of  a  tube,  of  any  kind, 
might  induce  inflammation,  and  even  if  it  should  not,  we  suspect 
that  the  patient  would  soon  find  the  inconvenience  and  discom- 
fort of  a  constant  drain  more  objectionable  than  an  occasional 
tapping.  We  think  the  operation  is  generally  too  long  deferred^ 
It  should  be  done  before  the  accumulation  begins  to  wear  seri- 
ously upon  the  patient's  strength.  When  the  surgeon  w^aits  so 
long,  the  operation  itself  is  more  serious,  and  the  patient  scarce- 
ly rallies  from  it  before  he  begins  to  suffer  from  the  renewed 
accumulation. 

Juniper  Bereies  as  a  Diuretic. — We  have  lately  had  in  charge 
a  case  of  Ascites,  occurring  in  a  young  man,  and  not  attended  with 
indications  of  organic  disease.  He  had  been  for  a  year  or  two  in 
the  habit  of  taking  a  few  drinks  of  liquor  daily — or,  according  to 
the  luminous  theory  of  the  present  day,  using  alcohol  as  food, 
which,  of  course,  could  do  no  harm.  Two  common  bucket-fuls  of 
w^ater  were  drawn  off,  and  the  fluid  accumulated  so  rapidly  as  to 
require  a  repetition  of  the  process  in  three  weeks.  Meanwhile, 
the  only  marked  visceral  difficulty  w^as  torpor  of  the  kidneys — the 
urine  discharged  being  small  in  quantity,  but  normal  in  character. 
He  went  the  round  of  the  most  active  diuretics,  but  in  vain.  The 
kidneys  were  intractable,  and  the  only  effect  of  the  treatment 
was  to  cooperate  with  the  malady  in  reducing  the  general  strength_ 
After  several  tappings,  we  resolved  to  abandon  the  more  potent 
agents  and  resort  to  the  antiquated  juniper  berry.  A  decoction  of 
the  berries,  in  the  proportion  of  an  ounce  to  a  pint  of  water,  with 
one  ounce  of  gin,  was  administered  daily.  The  effect  was  prompt, 
the  kidneys  resuming  their  function  in  a  natural  degree  within 
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twenty-four  hours.  His  general  health  and  strength  improved 
rapidly  and  the  effusion  came  to  a  stand.  He  went  into  the  coun- 
try and  worked  more  or  less  on  a  farm,  becoming  almost  equal  to 
daily  labor.  The  quantity  of  medicine  required  no  increase.  It 
appeared  to  lose  none  of  its  power  by  long  continaance.  At  this 
juncture,  when  there  was  a  fair  prospect  of  accomplishing  the  rare 
success  of  a  thorough  cure  of  Ascites  after  tapping,  he  came  to  the 
city  at  Christmas,  and  falling  in  with  some  friends  who  had  full 
faith  in  the  popular  doctrine  of  "  alcohol  as  food,"  he  commenced 
a  course  of  that  diet,  and  died  suddenly  in  less  than  a  week. 

Something  Wrong. — There  is  not  one  medical  society-  in  Cali- 
fornia, nor,  as  far  as  we  know,  anywhere  in  the  three-  States  of 
the  Pacific.  It  makes  our  ears  tingle  to  record  the  shameful  fact. 
Not  even  in  San  Francisco,  where  there  are  two  hundred  regularly 
educated  physicians,  is  there  an  association  of  medical  men  for 
the  advancement  of  the  interests  of  the  profession  and  of  science- 
In  years  past  there  have  been  societies  in  active  and  useful  oper- 
ation in  several  localities  :  but  they  have  died,  either  from  indif- 
ference on  the  part  of  the  members,  or  the  attempt  to  subvert 
them  into  courts  of  enquiry  and  condemnation,  for  the  purpose  of 
punishing  certain  individuals  who  may  have  given  offense  to 
others.  Cliques  and  coteries  are  the  invariable  result  of  the  ab- 
sence of  general  associations.  The  existence  of  such  nuisances  is 
the  objection  mostly  presented,  when  the  proposal  is  made  to  form 
a  society.  "  You  cannot  maintain  a  society.  There  is  not  enough 
esprit  de  corps — too  much  petty  jealousy — too  many  Ishmaelites." 
— Thus  do  men  talk,  pleading  the  disease  as  an  objection  to  the 
remedy.  Societies  would  cure  the  evil,  or  at  least  tend  to  that  re- 
sult. Their  absence  foments  exclusiveness,  envy,  snarling,  and  ir- 
regularities of  all  kinds.  Social  intercourse  is  the  great  need  of 
our  profession  in  California.  Beneatli  its  genial  influence-,  petty 
jealousies  and  suspicions  would  vanish,  and  give  place  to  mutual 
respect  and  confidence. — Besides,  the  interests  of  medical  science 
require  organizations.  It  is  positively  impossible  to  cultivate  the 
field  of  medicine  profitably  and  thoroughly,  without  the  aid  of  as. 
sociation.  This  is  especially  the  case  in  the  newly  settled  regions 
on  the  Pacific  coast.  Our  medical  practitioners  have  gathered  up 
much  valuable  knowledge  b}^  observation  and  experience — valua- 
ble to  the  world,  if  brought  to  light  and  thrown  together  by  com- 
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bined  action,  but  as  private  property  almost  worthless  to  humani- 
ty.— Is  it  not  time  to  move  in  this  matter  ?  Ought  not  medical 
societies  to  exist  in  all  the  chief  centres  of  population  on  this 
coast  ?  We  beseech  our  brethren  every \^  here  to  take  the  subject 
in  hand. 

Physician's  Yisiting  List  for  1865. — This  little  pocket  compan- 
ion is  well  known  to  physicians.  The  copy  on  our  table  is  very 
neatly  got  up  by  Bancroft  &  Co.,  San  Francisco.  We  have  also 
received  from  the  same  house 

Bancy-qft^s  Diary  for  1865,  containing  useful  memoranda  and  ta- 
bles for  reference.     Also, 

The  Pacific  Almanac  for  1865  :  containing  a  great  variety  of 
useful  information  in  a  compact  form. 

Accidentally  Poisoned. — Under  this  heading,  we  are  sur- 
prised to  see,  without  note  or  comment,  the  following  paragraph 
in  a  prominent  London  newspaper  :    "  A  married  woman,  named 
Elizabeth  Nuttall,  has  been  accidentally   poisoned   at   York. 
She  had  for  some  years  been  subject  to  palpitation  of  the  heart, 
and  sent  to  the  shop  of  a  druggist  to   obtain  five  grains   of 
Morphia  to  give  her  relief.     The  druggist  being  absent,  t  he 
messenger  was  served  by  a  porter  of  the  establishment,  who 
sold  strychnia  in  mistake  for  morphia.     Mrs.  Nattall  took  the 
poison,  and  in  half  an  hour  expired.'' 

Death  of  Dr.  Pepper. — William  Pepper,  M.  D.,  died  in  Phil- 
adelphia in  October,  in  his  55th  year.  On  the  resignation  of 
Dr.  Wood  from  the  chair  of  Theory  and  Practice  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania,  Di:.  Pepper  was  selected  to  fill  his  place, 
which  he  occupied  for  several  years,  and  until  compelled  to  re- 
tire by  ill  health.  He  was  highly  esteemed  by  his  brethren  in 
the  profession,  as  also  by  the  community  in  which  he  lived. 

Military  Hospitals  in  Pennsylvania. — There  are~  eighteen 
Military  Hospitals  in  Pennsylvania,  all  but  four  of  which  are  in 
and  around  Philadelphia.  Their  united  capacity  is  20,000  beds, 
and  they  have  been  at  times  nearly  filled. 

Yellow  Fever  in  Newbern. — The  yellow  fever  in  Newbern, 
in  October  last,  is  reported  to  have  been  so  malignant  as  to  prove 
fatal  in  four  out  of  five  cases.  Children  and  negroes  generally 
escaped,  whilst  the  native  white  adults  suffered  most. 
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A  SrsTEM  OF  Surgery  ;  pathological,  diagnostic,  therapiiu- 
Tic  AND  OPERATIVE.     Bj  Samuel  D.  Gross,  M.  D.,  Professor 
of  Surgery  in   Jefferson   Medical  College  of  Philadelphia, 
Surgeon  to  the  Philadelphia  Hospital,  <fec.,  &c.     Illustrated 
by  over  1300  engravings.     Third  edition,  much  enlarged 
and  carefully  revised.     In  2  vols.,  pp.  2100.     Philadelphia  : 
Blanchard  &  Lea.     1864:.     San  Francisco  :  Roman  &  Co. 
When  we  say  that  here  are  two  massive  volumes,  of  more 
than  a  thousand  pages  each,  not  diffuse  in  style  and  containing 
nothing  superfluous,  the  inference  is,  that  modern  surgery  has 
grown  to  be  vastly  comprehensive,  and  that  Professor  Gross 
has  compassed  the  whole  in  this  monument  of  his  patience  and 
industry.     We  shall  not  pretend  to  give  anything  like  a  glance 
at  the  contents.     Had  we  been  so  inclined,  a  view  of  the  ad- 
mirable  index,   which   occupies   forty   closely  printed  pages, 
would  have  appalled  us.     The  work  contains  everything,  mi- 
nor and  major,  operative  and  diagnostic,  including  mensuration 
and  examination,  venereal  diseases  and  uterine  manipulations 
and  operations.     It  is  a  complete  Thesaurus  of  modern  surgery, 
where  the  student  and  practitioner  shall  not  seek  in  vain  for 
what  they  desire.     The  text  is  very  clearly  illustrated  by  more 
than  thirteen  hundred  enorravino's.  manv  of  which  are  orio:inal. 
Two  years  and  a  half  of  arduous  labor,  the  author  tells  us,  have 
been  devoted  to  this  edition.     It  should  be  in  the  hands  of 
every  practitioner,  not  only  of  surgery  especially,  but  of  medi- 
cine and  obstetrics,     We  recommend  it  to  our  brethren,  with- 
out any  qualification  or  misgiving.     It  will  not  disappoint  them. 


Glaucoma  :  Its  Symptoms,  Diagnosis  and*Treatmext.  By 
Peter  Dirck  Keyser,  M.  D.  Philadelphia :  Lindsay  &  Blak- 
iston.     1864.     Homan  &  Co.,  San  Francisco. 

This  is  a  pamphlet  of  88  pages,  got  up  in  the  best  style  of 
modern  typography.  The  writer  was  a  pupil  of  Professor  Yon 
Grasfe  of  Berlin,  and  has  embodied  in  this  treatise  his  notes  of 
the  clinical  lectures  of  that  eminent  teacher,  delivered  in  the 
winter  of  1863-64.  The  subject,  since  the  introduction  of  the- 
Ophthalmoscope  and  the  investigations  of  the  last  twenty  years, 
is  almost  new  to  the  profession,  and  we  do  not  know  of  any 
other  publication  in  our  language  which  presents  it  in  such 
full  view  as  the  work  of  Dr.  Keyser. 


1865.]  Selections.  19  j; 

Psychometry. 
Spiritualism  lias  undergone  a  new  development.  Satiated 
with  the  commonplace  and  fruitless  triumphs  of  bewitch- 
ing furniture,  floating  in  the  air,  and  interpreting  raps,  the 
mediums  have  made  a  fresh  start,  and  now  announce  that 
they  have  acquired  the  power  of  reproducing,  in  all  its  vi- 
vidness and  completeness,  the  mysterious  past.  The  process  by 
which  tliis  is  accomplished  seems  an  easy  one.  It  is  called 
Psychometry,  and  the  favoured  few  who  possess  the  retrospec- 
tive power  are  known  as  psychometers.  Most,  if  not  all,  the 
psychometers  are  feminine,  and  American.  These  gifted  ladies, 
by  merely  touching  a  piece  of  anything — be  it  bone  or  stone, 
or  aerolite,  or  even  a  fragment  of  crockery — can  imme- 
diately tell  all  that  has  ever  happened  to  it.  In  the  case 
of  a  piece  of  bone,  contact  immediately  informs  them  of 
everything  about  the  animal  to  which  it  belonged,  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  it  lived,  the  scenery  and  conditions 
by  which  it  was  surrounded,  its  habits  and  sensations.  And 
this  is  not  all.  The  psychometer  is  transported  at  once  to 
the  part  of  the  globe  which  the  animal  has  inhabited,  and  is 
able  to  describe  all  the  features  of  the  journey.  Or,  if  it  be  a 
stone,  she  can  directly  give  information  as  to  its  geological  be- 
longings, the  formation  whence  it  was  derived,  the  place  from 
which  it  was  taken,  and  all  the  vicissitudes  it  has  undergone. 
Mere  handling  is  enough,  but  usually  the  psychometers  place 
the  substance  in  contact  with  the  forehead.  One  lady,  by  sit- 
ting in  the  moonshine  and  allowing  the  beams  to  play  on  her 
forehead,  got  such  an  insight  into  the  structure  of  the  moon 
that  she  immediately  described  it  in  full  to  the  astonished  by- 
btanders.  Mrs.  Denton,  of  Boston,  U.  S.,  thus  described  her 
sensations  on  having  a  whalebone  cane  applied  to  her  forehead  : 
*'I  feel.''  she  said,  "as  if  I  were  a  monster.  I  feel  like  vomit- 
ing. Now  I  want  to  plunge  into  the  water.  I  believe  I  am 
going  into  a  fit.  My  jaws  are  large  enough  to  take  down  a 
house  at  a  gulp.''  Another,  on  being  placed  in  contact  with  a 
boulder,  expressed  her  feelings  thus  :  "  Mercy  !  what  a  whirl 
things  are  in  !  1  do  not  know  what  to  make  of  it.  I  feel  as  if  I 
were  being  belched  out  of  a  volcano.  Here  is  water  and  mud, 
and  everything  is  in  great  confusion.  There  are  great  pieces 
of  rock  beside  me,  some  larger  than  I  feel  myself  to  be,  though 
I  am  of  great  size.  I  am  sent  up  whirling  in  a  torrent  of 
water,  mud,  and  rocks ;  not  sent  out  at  once,  but  in  alternate 
puffs,  and  all  of  us  flying  round  together."     Of  course,  as  the 
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vicissitudes  to  which  matter  is  subjected  are  numerous,  the  la- 
dies describe  their  sensations  as  somewhat  complicated,  but 
they  tell  us  that,  by  an  effort  of  the  will,  they  can  fix,  for  a  time, 
the  more  interesting  scenes  as  they  pass  before  them.  This, 
no  doubt,  is  a  fortunate  and  pleasant  thing  for  the  psychome- 
ters.  As  the  dust  of  "  imperious  Csesar ''  may  stop  a  bung-hole, 
the  passage  of  the  Rubicon  would  be  a  more  striking  experience 
than  a  lengthened  vision  of  a  beer  barrel.  And,  we  should 
hope,  for  the  lady's  sake,  who  was  mentally  metamorphosed 
into  a  whale,  that  she  did  not  permit  the  qualmishness  and 
threatening  fit  to  last  long.  We  wonder,  by  the  way,  whether 
these  are  the  normal  feelings  of  the  whales.  The  husband  of 
the  fair  cetacean  asserts  that  this  experience  was  accompanied 
by  universal  shuddering,  but  this  might  perhaps  be  accounted 
for  by  the  cold  sea-bath  in  which  she  was  psychometrically 
plunged.  We  really  congratulate  the  mediums  on  having 
struck  out  a  new  path.  It -is  true  that,  for  many,  the  mysterious 
future  has  even  a  greater  charm  than  the  mysterious  past,  but 
the  former  is  somewhat  a  used-up  region,  the  field  of  prophetic 
vision  being  already  occupied  by  Zadkiel  and  numerous  other 
seers,  lay  and  clerical.  We  would  only  observe,  that,  in  adopt- 
ing the  opposite  course,  the  mediums  have  taken  the  field 
against  science,  and  the  latter  must  look  to  her  laurels.  Alas 
for  Owen,  Falconer,  Huxley,  and  the  doughty  savans,  who 
Sampson-like  have  attacked  an  unbelieving  world  with  the  Ab- 
beville jawbone !  Their  occupation's  gone.  It  was  thought  a 
wonderful  feat  to  construct  the  skeleton  of  the  Dinornis  from 
merely  looking  at  a  piece  of  its  femur ;  but  what  is  this  to 
being  able  to  give  a  description  of  a  vast  number  of  animals  of 
the  tertiary  era,  whose  existence  is  as  yet  unknown  to  geolo- 
gists ?  We  are  very  anxious  to  know  whether  this  resuscitated 
fauna  would  supply  the  missing  links  for  Mr.  Darwin.  A  full 
view  of  the  early  inhabitanis  of  England  has  alread}"  been 
vouchsafed  to  one  lady,  and  we  have  the  satisfaction  of  learn- 
ing that  they  were  "  scarcely  human,  incapable  of  standing  up- 
right, tliough  formed  so  as  to-  sit  comfortably ;  very  hairy,  with 
a  good  deal  of  fun  and  frolic,  and  with  a  crescent-shaped  mouth." 
All  these  and  many  more  wondrous  revelations  are  seriously 
recorded  in  a  book  entitled  ''Nature's Secrets;  or  Psychomet- 
ric Researches,"  written  by  a  Mr.  Denton,  who  styles  himself 
a  Lecturer  on  Geology  at  Boston,  and  edited  by  an  anonymous 
English  clergyman.  Truly  these  gentlemen  must  have  formed 
an  exalted  estimate  of  human  credulity. — Med.  Times  and  Gaz. 


Circalar  to  Physicians  and  Others. 


LouisviT.LE,  Ky.,  Jan.  1st,  1862. 
The  undersigned  respectfully  calls  the  attention  of  the  Medical  Faculty  of 
the  United  States  to  the  following  correspondence  between  a  number  of  the 
most  respectable  and  influential  physicians  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn,  and 
the  writer.  WM.  T.  CUTTER,  Jr. 

New  York,  May  1st,  1861. 

Mr.  Wm.  T.  Cutter,  Jr.,  Louisville,  Ky — Dear  Sir :  The  great  diffi- 
culty experienced  in  procuring  brandy  sufiiciently  pure  for  medicinal  pur- 
poses, has  induced  many  of  the  physicians  of  this  vicinity  to  adopt  Bourbon 
Whisky  as  a  substitute,  both  in  the  Hospitals  and  private  practice  ;  and,  since 
the  latter  has  come  into  such  general  use,  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  a 
great  deal  now  sold  is  of  very  inferior  quality. 

Presuming  that  your  residence  in  the  vicinity  of  the  manufacturers  of  Whis- 
ky in  Kentucky,  as  well  as  your  skill  as  a  Chemist,  will  enable  you  to  select 
a  reliable  article,  and  having  full  confidence  in  your  integrity,  we  are  led  to 
enquire  whether  you  will  not  aid  us  in  having  this  market  supplied,  through 
an  agency,  with  the  best  quality  of  Pure  Old  Bourbon  Whisky  for  the  use  of 
the  sick.  We  are  very  respectfully,  sir,  yours  truly, 

VALENTINE  MOTT,  FRANCIS  PL  HAMILTON. 

W^ILL  ARD  PARKER,  M.  D.,         DEWITT  C.  EN  OS,  M.  D, 

JO.  0*  HUTCHINSON,  M.  D.,        R.  OGDEN    DOREMUS,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Chemistry. 
AUSTIN  FLINT,  M.  D.,  E.  N.  CHAPMAN,  M.  D.,  Brooklyn, 

C.  L.  MITCHELL,  M.  D.,  JAMES  R.  WOOD,  M.  H., 

W.  C.  P.  BAYLIS,   Pharmaceutist,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Louisville,  Ky.,  July  31st,  1861. 
Doctors  Valentine  Mott,  Willard  Parker  and  Others. — Gentlemen: 
Your  letter  of  May  1st  has  been  received.  In  accordance  with  your  wishes, 
I  have  made  arrangements  to  supply  your  city  and  vicinity  with  a  pure  article 
of  copper  distilled  Bourbon  Whisky,  which  I  trust  will  fully  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  your  letter.  All  orders  addressed  to  Mr.  John  M.  Carter,  (late 
Druggist  and  Apothecary  of  this  city)  now  of  New  York,  186  Washington 
street,  will  be  promptly  attended  to.  Thanking  you  for  your  kind  expressions 
of  confidence,  &c.,  I  remain,  very  respectfully,  yours  truly, 

WM.  T.  CUTTER,  Jr. 


VV.  T.  Cutter  offers  the  above  named  article  For  Sale  by  the  case,  put  up  in 
bottles,  at  No.  Ill  California  Street,  where  he  will  be  pleased  to  receive  Drug- 
gists and  other  parties  interested. 


SiS^  i^xt^  i^iT^  r<^j.g3  in  .«H ^,«M r^,  ^ ^, 
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